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MIDDLE EAST WAR & BOSNIAN COALITION COLLAPSE

MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT & GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS

SHIPPING TRAPPED:
Upper Gulf Blockade
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OIL PRICE SURGE:
Towards $100/barrel Threshold

Record 400M Barrel Release
(172M from US) to Stabilize Markets &
Temporary US Permit for Russian Oil

SPEAKER REMOED:

“Trojka” Coalition Destabilized
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HDZ-SDA-DF
UNUSUAL ALLIANCE:

Realignment Ahead of Elections

SERBIA:
Largest Regional Arms Importer

2\

CROATIA: BiH:
Former Prefect Sentenced Indictments Announced Against
(Drunk Driving Cover-up)  Former Minister & Fugitive Official

EUROPEAN DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY:
28 Swiss ‘Aperatus’ Al Model
(Open-Source Alternative)

4  a

/ ISRAELI AIR CAMPAIGN:

Targeting Hezbollah &
/ Iranian Nuclear Sites

, KAMIKAZE BOAT

e, ATTACKS ON

— IRAQI TANKERS
IRAN LEADERSHIP
MYSTERY:

Mojtaba Khamenei
Status Unknown

FUEL PANIC:
Prices hit 2.90 KM,
RS Limits Margins

MANIVAL GREY
LIST THREAT:
Critical Anti-Money
Laundering Deadline

%

LEGISLATIVE DEADLOCK:
FBiH Failed Anti-Fascism
Declaration

HISTORICAL MEMORY
DISPUTES:
Persistent Regional Tensions

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT TIMELINE

O B &

MEDIUM TERM LONG TERM
(1-6 MONTHS): (1-5 YEARS):
FBiH ‘Managed Chaos’, Accelerated Balkans
Manival Risk, Arms Race, European
Rerouting ‘New Digital Struggle, BiH

Normal’ Energy Centralization

SHORT TERM
(1-4 WEEKS):
Fuel Shortages,
Social Unrest,
Khamenei Mystery
Resolved?

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS:
Monitor Khamenei Succession, Resolve Southern Interconnection,
Diversify Supply Chains, Prepare for Financial Delays
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GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAINS FACE
SYSTEMIC COLLAPSE AS THE
MIDDLE EAST WAR FORCES
UNPRECEDENTED ENERGY
INTERVENTIONS AND THE
BOSNIAN RULING COALITION
FRACTURES OVER IDEOLOGICAL
DIVISIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The thirteenth day of the conflict in the
Middle East has triggered a global energy
crisis of historic proportions, characterized by
the continued closure of the Strait of Hormuz
and a resulting surge in oil prices toward the
$100 per barrel threshold. International
response has been swift but defensive; the
International Energy Agency (IEA) has
coordinated a record release of 400 million
barrels of oil to stabilize markets, while the
United States has issued a temporary thirty-
day permit for the sale of sanctioned Russian
oil to alleviate immediate shortages. On the
military front, the conflict has escalated with
kamikaze boat attacks on Iraqi tankers and
the targeted destruction of Iranian nuclear
infrastructure, while the status of Iran's new
Supreme Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, remains

shrouded in mystery following reports of
severe injury or disfigurement during U.S.
operations.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the domestic
political landscape has been upended by the
removal of Dragan Miokovi¢ as Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the Federation of
BiH. This ouster, facilitated by an unusual
alliance between the HDZ, SDA, and DE
signals a significant fracture in the "Trojka"
ruling coalition and potentially a broader
realignment of power ahead of the October
elections. Simultaneously, the country faces
critical deadlines for anti-money laundering
legislation to avoid the Manival grey list, even
as citizens grapple with a fuel panic driven by
global price spikes. Regional tensions also
persist in Serbia and Croatia, with disputes
over historical memory and significant
increases in arms imports characterizing the
Western Balkans' security posture.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Middle East War Escalation and Global
Trade Disruption

[e]

(o]

* Energy

The Strait of Hormuz remains closed,
with Iran utilizing it as a blockade
mechanism to pressure international
adversaries, effectively trapping
shipping in the Upper Gulf.

Shipping giant Maersk has confirmed
that ten ships are currently stuck in the
region, forcing a total rerouting of global
cargo around Africa.

U.S. President Donald Trump has issued
aggressive public statements via social
media, claiming the complete
destruction of the Iranian regime and
citing the elimination of its leaders as a
"great honor."

Israel has expanded its air campaign,
targeting Hezbollah command centers
across Lebanon and Iranian nuclear
facilities.

Market Emergency

Interventions

o

[e]

The IEA's release of 400 million barrels
includes 172 million barrels from U.S.
strategic reserves to combat prices that
could otherwise hit $200.

The U.S. Treasury's short-term license
for Russian oil sales is intended strictly
to stabilize the market and applies to oil
loaded before March 12.

Fuel prices in Bosnia and Herzegovina
have risen to 2 KM _for diesel,
prompting the Republic of Srpska

government to limit margins on

petroleum products.

* Bosnian Federal Governance Crisis
o Speaker Dragan Miokovi¢ was removed

following a controversial statement
regarding the victims of Bleiburg,
though he claims the move was a pre-
arranged political maneuver by the HDZ
and SDA.

o The "Trojka" coalition's stability is in

doubt as the SDP remained neutral
during the vote, while Nasa Stranka and
NiP opposed the removal.

o The FBiH Parliament failed to pass a

declaration condemning fascism and
antisemitism due to a lack of consensus

between the SDA and HDZ.

* Western Balkans Security and Legal
Affairs
o Serbia has become the largest arms

importer in the Western Balkans over the
last five years, with significant
procurement from China, France, and
Russia.

BiH State Prosecutor Milanko Kajganic¢
announced upcoming indictmen
against former Minister Nenad Nesic¢
and fugitive Sipe Deputy Director Zoran
Galié.

In Croatia, former prefect Damir
Dekani¢ was sentenced to four years for
a drunk driving cover-up.

* European Digital and Social Initiatives
o Swiss researchers debuted the Aperatus

Al model, a multilingual open-source

alternative to U.S. platforms,
emphasizing European digital
sovereignty.

o The Croatian government introduced

consumer protection changes, including

a ‘"button for unilateral contract
termination" for distance selling.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security The global economy is
reeling from the closure of Hormuz, which
affects 20% of the world's oil supply. Expert
Edhem Bicakc¢i¢ warns that BiH is particularly
vulnerable due to its lack of strategic reserves
and its transition to becoming an electricity
importer. While the FBiH government claims
current supplies are safe, the lack of
operational reserves in terminals like Zivinice
remains a critical failure.

e IEA coordination of 400 million barrels
release to counteract "unprecedented"
market volatility.

* Ongoing disputes over the Southern
Interconnection gas project, which remains
stalled by political deadlock.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics The
removal of Dragan Miokovi¢ signifies a
tectonic shift in Bosnian federal politics.
Miokovi¢ attributed his ouster to his apology
for past rhetoric, arguing that apologizing in
BiH politics is treated as an "excess." The
move by HDZ to align with SDA for this vote
suggests the "Trojka" is losing its

i -

* The mystery surrounding Mojtaba
Khamenei's physical absence from public

view, despite releasing written orders.

* Ongoing internal struggles within the FBiH
Ministry of Culture regarding the funding

of seven key institutions.

Economic Security & Supply Chains The
Transport Community has warned that BiH

has only adopted 43% of EU transport laws,

with professional drivers facing severe

Schengen stay limitations. Maersk's CEO

described the current maritime situation as
"unchar rri " with ripple effects

reaching global transshipment hubs like Jebel
Ali.

* Maersk rerouting around the Cape of Good
Hope due to militia risks in the Red Sea
and Gulf.

* Mostar's trash collection collapse due to a
4 million KM debt to the landfill.

Rule of Law & Corruption State Prosecutor
Kajgani¢ is defending his reassignment of
prosecutors who were investigating him,

claiming these were "redistributions" and not
disciplinary actions. Meanwhile, the "Vila na
Dedinju" case against Milorad Dodik remains
stalled due to a lack of evidence from Serbia.

* BiH parliamentarians rushing anti-money
laundering laws to avoid international
blacklisting.

* Croatia's sentencing of Dekani¢ seen as a
test of equality before the law.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today was dominated by
emergency measures to address the energy
crisis and the fallout from the Speaker's
removal in the FBiH Parliament. Regional
governments are focusing on margin controls
to prevent social unrest amid inflation, while
the EU integration process remains hampered
by procedural delays and political blockades.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* FBiH Anti-Money Laundering &
Terrorist Financing Act: A draft aimed at
preventing BiH from being placed on the

Manival "grey list." Adopted as a draft by

the Council of Ministers.

* RS Margin Limitation on Petroleum
Products: A regulation limiting margins to
0.06 KM in wholesale and 0.25 KM in retail.
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* Croatian Consumer Protection
Amendments: Legislation introducing the

"raskid ugovora" button for online sales

and banning "greenwashing."

* FBiH Financial Market & Social
Protection Laws: A set of over ten
legislative changes debated during the two-
day parliamentary session.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* State Prosecutor milanko Kajganic
Annual Report: A press conference

detailing prosecutorial results and

addressing internal scandals.

* FBiH Ministry of Culture Annual
Report: Minister Vlaisavljevi¢ presented a
79  million KM  budget overview,
highlighting infrastructure projects in
smaller communities.

* Transport Community Annual
Presentation: Presentation of findings

regarding BiH transport legislation and

driver rights in Schengen.

* Post-Removal Press Conference of
Dragan Miokovi¢: Miokovi¢ addressed the
media following his dismissal, alleging a

political "deal" between his opponents.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Trojka" Hegemony The ouster
of Miokovi¢ is not merely a personnel change
but a signal that the ruling coalition in the
Federation is effectively paralyzed. The HDZ's
decision to vote with the opposition SDA and
DF indicates a return to ad-hoc power-
sharing rather than principled coalition
governance. Critics within the SDP, who
remained suzdrzani (neutral), suggest the
move was a pre-election tactic by all sides to
distance themselves from the current

government's  perceived  failures.  This
instability is likely to stall the Southern
Interconnectio and other critical
infrastructure projects indefinitely.

Energy as a Geopolitical Weapon The
conflict has evolved into a war over energy
arteries. Iran's use of the Strait of Hormuz to
blockade global oil is being countered by the
U.S. and Israel targeting nuclear and military
infrastructure. The MAERSK CEOQO’s warning
that "there i

enough everywhere" highlights the logistical
nightmare of the blockade. The U.S. decision

to partially lift Russian o0il sanctions—an
unprecedented move—underscores the
desperation of the administration to keep
global inflation from wunseating political
stability.

il in the worl

Weaponized Historical Memory The

controversy surrounding Miokovi¢’s Bleiburg
comments, the anniversary of Zoran Pindi¢’s
assassination, and the Toni Cetinski Spens
camp allegations show that the Western
Balkans remains trapped in competitive
victimhood. In Serbia, the focus on the
MiloSevi¢ era in state media, contrasted with
the bindi¢ legacy, indicates a restoration of
nationalist narratives. This "lawfare" over the
past is used by elites in BiH, Serbia, and
Croatia to consolidate their bases and distract

from economic mismanagement.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect fuel shortages and price spikes at
pumps in BiH despite margin controls, as
the global supply lag hits local markets.

* Social unrest in Sarajevo and Tuzla is likely

to grow, driven by the tram tragedy
protests and medical strikes.
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* The mystery of Mojtaba Khamenei's health
will either be resolved by a video proof of
life or lead to an internal IRGC power
struggle.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The FBiH coalition will likely remain in a
state of managed chaos until the October
elections, with no major reforms passing
through parliament.

* BiH faces a significant risk of Manival
blacklisting if the currently adopted drafts
are not fully ratified and implemented.

* Global shipping rates will remain high as
the rerouting around Africa becomes the
semi-permanent "new normal."

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e The Western Balkans will see an
accelerated arms race, led by Serbia's
massive imports, potentially shifting the
regional power balance.

* European digital sovereignty will either
gain ground through projects like Aperatus
or fail as US/China Al dominance becomes
irreversible.

* BiH's energy policy will require forced
centralization or a total overhaul to build
the strategic reserves missing in the
current crisis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Monitor the Mojtaba Khamenei
succession carefully; a wounded leader
reliant on a written proxy could signify an
IRGC military junta in all but name.

* Pressure the FBiH government to resolve
the Southern Interconnection deadlock,
as reliance on single-source energy is now
a systemic regional threat.

* Establish a clear monitoring mechanism
for the use of US-released Russian oil to
ensure it does not indirectly fund the
Kremlin's war chest beyond its intended
stabilization role.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Companies reliant on
Jebel Ali or Doha transit hubs must
diversify routes immediately, as Maersk

indicates "ripple effects" will last
indefinitely.

* Regulatory Compliance: Investors in BiH
should prepare for potential financial
transaction delays if the country falls to the

* Energy Volatility: Agricultural and
transport sectors in the Balkans and
Southern Europe should hedge against
sustained fuel inflation as production costs
rise.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
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yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover

connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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