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THE 2026 GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS:
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT AND
BALKAN RE-MILITARIZATION DRIVE
REGIONAL INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marks a critical convergence
of global and regional crises, as the ongoing
war between the United States-Israel alliance
and Iran triggers the most severe disruption
to global energy supplies in history. The
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has pushed
oil prices above $100 per barrel, forcing the
United States to enact a paradoxical 30-day
suspension of sanctions on Russian oil to
stabilize a collapsing global market. In the
Middle East, the conflict has escalated to
targeting civilian infrastructure, with Israel
admitting to strikes on Lebanese bridges
while the physical condition of Iran’s new
Supreme Leader, Mojtaba Khamenei, remains
a subject of intense psychological warfare
after reports surfaced that he was wounded or

disfigured in recent strikes.

Domestically, Serbia is navigating a period of
profound democratic regression, punctuated
by the 23rd anniversary of the assassination
of Prime Minister Zoran Pindi¢. The

anniversary serves as a stark backdrop to
current civil unrest, as the "Nedam" student-
led movement faces increasing state
intimidation ahead of the March 29 local
elections. Concurrently, the Serbian
government is leveraging the global energy
crisis to tighten its domestic (grip,
implementing temporary excise tax cuts while
President Vuci¢ promotes a "siege mentality"
narrative, alleging a military alliance between
Croatia, Albania, and Kosovo aimed at

dismantling the Serbian state.

Regional security architecture is fraying as
Serbia confirms its acquisition of hypersonic
ballistic missiles, making it the first European
operator of such technology. This development
has triggered an immediate diplomatic crisis
with Croatia, which has vowed to raise the
issue with its NATO partners. Meanwhile, in
Kosovo, the impending March 15
implementation of the Law on Foreigners
threatens to effectively dismantle Serbian-run
healthcare and education systems, pushing
the region closer to a definitive rupture in
institutional coexistence.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Middle East Conflict and Global Energy
Shutdown:

o The Strait of Hormuz remains blocked,

preventing the passage of approximately

20 million barrels of oil per day, while

the US military reports the loss of a

KC-135 refueling aircraft in western
Iraq.

o US President Donald Trump asserts that
the US is completely destroying the
Iranian regime, while the US Treasury
(OFAC) allows a temporary window for
Russian 0il sales to prevent a total
economic freeze.

o Iran’s Supreme  Leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, issued his first written

statement promising
"martyrs," though his failure to appear
on camera fuels rumors of his severe

injury.

revenge  for

* Serbian Strategic Re-Armament and
Regional Alarm:

o Serbia has acquired hypersonic missiles

with a range of up to 400km, capable of

reaching Zagreb, a move Croatian PM

Plenkovi¢ labeled an extraordinary
threat.

o President Vuci¢ claims that neighboring

states are forming a hostile military

alliance, utilizing the global "chaos" as a
pretext to prepare for future defensive

operations.

* Democratic Backsliding and Electoral

Malpractice:

o Ruling SNS party members are accused
of using state-owned machinery with
swapped license plates to perform
roadwork in municipalities where local
elections are imminent.

o Student activists in  Smederevska
Palanka and Arandjelovac report

systemic intimidation, including police
house searches and job-related threats
against opposition candidates.

* Kosovo Institutional Crisis:

o The March 15 deadline for the Law on
Foreigners looms, which Serbian leaders
warn will treat Serbian residents and
institutional staff as aliens in their own
cities.

]

University staff in North Mitrovica

report a lack of guidance from both

Belgrade and local rectors on how to

navigate the impending integration or
"kosovarization" process.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic
Mitigation: The Serbian government has
lowered oil excise taxes by 20% until April 15
to cap diesel prices at 210 RSD per liter, after
market forecasts suggested prices would
reach 246 RSD. Global shipping giants
Maersk and MSC have rerouted vessels
around Africa, a move expected to cause long-
term supply chain congestion and significant
cost increases for consumer goods. In the
agricultural sector, farmers in Spain and the

Balkans warn that surging fertilizer costs—

driven by gas prices—are making corn
planting unprofitable.

Al and Media Ethics: United Media is
accelerating the implementation of its Al
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newsroom  system, which is already
operational in Bulgaria and expected to be
fully deployed in Serbia by autumn. While Al
assists in contextualizing data and improving
production speed, senior journalists warn that
synthetic voices and faces could further erode
public trust in a region already saturated with
state-aligned  fake news. Concurrently,
European leaders at Vivatech 2025 are
pushing for "digital sovereignty" to reduce

reliance on US-based processing power.

Rule of Law and Judicial Independence:
Allegations of political interference in the
Serbian judiciary have resurfaced, with
reports of prosecutors receiving instructions
from the BIA (Security Intelligence Agency)

regarding internal judicial voting. In Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Chief Prosecutor Milanko

Kajgani¢ is defending personnel reshuffles

that critics claim sidelined prosecutors

investigating  high-level corruption and
] ] tutional order.

Security Architecture and Arms
Proliferation: Serbia’s arms imports have
tripled over the last five years, making it the
largest importer in the Western Balkans. The
introduction of hypersonic missiles marks a
qualitative shift in regional power projection,
as these systems can bypass existing missile
defense networks in neighboring NATO states.
This is framed by a broader regional arms
race that analysts suggest serves domestic
political signaling as much as tactical defense.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on March 13 focused on
emergency economic stabilization measures
and regional compliance with EU mandates.
Serbian policy has notably diverged from EU
foreign policy alignments regarding the
IRGC's terrorist designation, while Bosnia and

Herzegovina continues to struggle with anti-

money laundering legislation required to

avoid international blacklisting.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Serbian Excise Tax Amendment: A
temporary decree cutting excise on diesel
and gasoline by 20% to mitigate war-driven

inflation, valid through April 15, 2026.

* Kosovo Law on Foreigners: Legislation

set for March 15 implementation that

requires Serbian institutional staff to
register as foreigners, potentially
riminalizin rbian institutional
presence.

* BiH Manival/Legislative Package: Draft
laws aimed at preventing money laundering

and terrorist financing to avoid being
placed on the Manival gray list.

* Republika Srpska Margin Caps:

Government decision limiting margins on
petroleum products (0.25 KMjliter) and

essential goods like flour and medicine

until June 1.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* BiH Chief Prosecutor’s Annual
Briefing: Milanko Kajgani¢ addressed
leaked information and personnel transfers,
including the reassignment of Dzermin
Pasi¢ from organized crime to war crimes.

e VucCi¢ German Media Blitz: The Serbian

President gave interviews to rman
newspapers (Suddeutsche Zeitung,
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung),

presenting Serbia as a neutral actor rather
than a Russian puppet.
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* Patriarch Porfirije Slovenian Lawsuit:
Confirmation of a lawsuit in Ijubljana
against the Serbian Patriarch for labor
abuse related to  his
Metropolitan.

tenure as

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of History and
Anniversary Politics: The 2026 Dindi¢
anniversary is being used as a lens to critique
the current administration's intellectual and
political capacity. Analysts note that questions
bindi¢ raised 23 years ago—such as whether
politics or crime is stronger in Serbia—remain
unresolved. This sits alongside the 11th
anniversary of the Surcin helicopter crash,

where the lack of judicial accountability for

high-ranking officials is cited as evidence of

the state's institutional . idnost"
(shamelessness).

Economic Desperation and Political
Patronage: A recurring theme is the struggle
for economic survival among the working

class. In small towns like Majdanpek and
Knjazevac, the government is accused of
employing ‘"election tourism" and subtle
threats against livelihoods to maintain
control. The disparity in fuel prices between
Serbia and its neighbors (where diesel is up to
80 RSD cheaper) is increasingly framed as a
direct state "theft" by opposition figures.

The Paradox of "Russian oil"
Stabilization: Strategically, the US decision

to partially lift sanctions on Russian oil to

counter the Iranian blockade represents a

significant  shift in bloc  politics. It
demonstrates that in the 2026 global war

environment, energy pragmatism outweighs

ideological alignment, potentially providing

the Kremlin with unexpected geopolitical
leverage over the Western alliance.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The March 15
deadline in Kosovo is likely to trigger civil
disobedience or institutional shutdowns in the
north as the Serbian community resists the

Law on Foreigners. Expect a spike in global
shipping delays as rerouted vessels fail to
reach European ports, potentially causing
shortages of key commodities by early April.
In Serbia, local election tensions will peak as
the March 29 vote approaches, with further
police actions against student organizers
anticipated.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
exhaustion of strategic oil reserves (currently
estimated at 93 days for Serbia) will create a
critical pricing cliff by mid-summer 2026. The
implementation of AI in regional newsrooms
will likely lead to the first major scandals
involving Al-generated disinformation during
the next parliamentary cycle. Croatia's
diplomatic push in NATO regarding Serbian
hypersonic missiles will likely lead to a new
deployment of missile defense systems along
the Sava and Danube rivers.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Serbia’s "stalled"
EU progress—as noted in the Picul-drafted
report—suggests a multi-year decoupling
where Serbia remains in the "second class" of
membership or moves toward a permanent
non-aligned  status. The green energy
transition in Europe, specifically fusion
research (W7X) and Finnish nuclear waste
solutions (Onkalo), will emerge as the only
viable path to energy independence as Middle

Eastern and Russian supply lines remain
volatile.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* NATO should establish a risi
communication channel with Belgrade to
monitor the operational status and intent

behind newly acquired hypersonic assets.

* The EU must clarify the financial
consequences of the "stalled" progress,
specifically regarding Growth Plan funds
for BiH and Serbia, to provide a tangible
incentive for reform.

* Diplomatic pressure is required on Pristina
to delay or modify the Law on Foreigners to
prevent a humanitarian crisis in the
healthcare sector.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Hedging: Investors should
anticipate a permanent 15-20% increase in
maritime freight costs due to the
abandonment of the Red Sea route.

* Energy Exposure: Companies reliant on
natural gas for chemical or fertilizer
production should prepare for curtailed
production or shift toward regions with
nuclear-heavy energy mixes like Finland.

* Regulatory Compliance: Media and tech
companies in the Balkans must prepare for

Al-related ethical guidelines being
mandated by platforms like Google and
Meta to avoid search index penalization.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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