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AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN KINETIC CONFLICT &
STRATEGIC DECOUPLING: A NEW REGIONAL REALITY

ESCALATION TO DIRECT KINETIC CONFLICT (MARCH 13, 2026)
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RECOMMENDATIONS: DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT WITH BEIJING, REROUTE SUPPLY
CHAINS AWAY FROM KARACHI, INVESTOR DUE DILIGENCE ON LAND TITLES.
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CONFLICT AMIDST STRATEGIC
TRADE DECOUPLING

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marked a severe escalation
in regional instability as the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) and the Pakistani military
regime engaged in direct, reciprocal air and
artillery strikes. Following Pakistani aerial
bombardments of Kabul, Kandahar, Paktia,
and Khost—which targeted civilian residences
and a commercial fuel storage facility—the
Afghan Air Force launched retaliatory strikes
against strategic military centers in the Kohat
region of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. This transition
from border skirmishes to conventional aerial
warfare signifies a dangerous new phase in
bilateral relations, driven by long-standing
disputes over the Durand Line and Pakistan’s
internal security crisis involving the Tehrik-i-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

Simultaneously, the IEA is leveraging this
crisis to accelerate a systemic "decoupling"
from Pakistan’s economy. Reporting indicates
that despite a six-month closure of trade
routes, Afghan industry remains resilient by

pivoting to alternativ ransi rridor
through Iran and Central Asia. Domestic
governance is focused on consolidating state
capacity through massive infrastructure
projects—notably a $10 Dbillion energy
agreement with the Azizi Group—and a
rigorous nationwide campaign to reclaim
state-owned land from former power brokers.
Geopolitically, the IEA is drawing closer to
China, with Beijing positioning itself as a
mediator that favors political solutions over
the "failed" military actions of Islamabad.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Conventional Military Escalation
with Pakistan

* The Afghan Air Force conducted precision
strikes on Pakistani military installations in
Kohat, reportedly destroying command
centers and ammunition depots in response
to earlier Pakistani incursions.

Pakistani strikes inside Afghanistan hit a
fuel storage facility in Kandahar owned by
Kam Air, which provided fuel for United

Nations flights and civilian aviation.

* The UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) reported that Pakistani
operations since February 26 have resulted
in 75 civilian deaths and nearly 200
injuries, intensifying humanitarian

concerns.

Energy Independence and Critical
Infrastructure

* The IEA signed a landmark agreement with
the Azizi Group to produce 10,000
megawatts of electricity, a project valued at
$10 billion aimed at ending reliance on
imported power.
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* Progress was reported on the TAPI
(Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India)
pipeline, with IEA officials meeting
Turkmen representatives to discuss land
acquisition and capacity building for the
project.

* A major commercial and residential
development project worth 5 billion AFN
was approved in Kunduz to stimulate the
regional economy.

Diplomatic Realignment Toward
China and Iran

* Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi held a
high-level call with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, where China expressed

support for Afghanistan’s national
sovereignty and criticized military
escalations.

e Trade with Iran continues unabated, with
new contracts signed to reduce liquid gas
prices by $40 to $50 per ton, stabilizing
domestic energy markets.

e Indian Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials
reiterated their stance branding Pakistan
as a sponsor of terrorism, a narrative the
IEA media is utilizing to isolate Islamabad.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Trade The IEA is
actively mitigating the impact of Pakistani
border closures by diversifying supply chains.
The Deputy of the Chamber of Industry and
Mines stated that the reliance on one route
has effectively ended, as traders pivot to
Turkish and Central Asian markets. Domestic
price controls are also being enforced,

particularly for petroleum products imported

from Iran.

State Capacity & Land Governance Under
Decree No. 26 of the Amir al-Mu'minin, the
IEA has intensified its campaign against land
usurpation. To date, authorities claim to have
recovered 40 million acres of state land from
"powerful individuals" and former officials,
earmarking these areas for industrial parks
and public infrastructure. This is framed as a
restoration of "Bait-ul-Mal" (public treasury)
and a core component of rule of law
initiatives.

National Security & Digital Sovereignty
The National Statistics and Information
Authority reported that 17 million citizens
have now been registered in the electronic ID
(e-ID) system. This represents a significant
increase in state
administrative control, with 44 centers
nationwide capable of issuing IDs in less than
24 hours.

surveillance and

Energy Security The Azizi Group partnership
marks a strategic shift toward domestic
thermal and solar power. Specific projects
include 100 MW solar plants in Parwan and
130 MW in Ghazni, alongside coal-fired plants
in Baghlan (350 MW) and Takhar (145 MW).
The goal is to keep millions of dollars
currently spent on foreign electricity within
the domestic Afghan economy.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity focused on administrative
efficiency and the formalization of property
rights through supreme decrees. The IEA
Cabinet also addressed technical trade
regulations to support the transport sector.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Decree No. 26 (Land Usurpation): A
supreme decree mandating the immediate
identification and seizure of stolen state
lands. It establishes specialized courts to
adjudicate property disputes according to
Sharia law.

Vehicle Customs Extension: The Cabinet
decided to extend the discounted customs
rates for "one-key" (undocumented/right-
hand drive) vehicles until the end of the
year 1405 (solar hijri), aiming to formalize
the national fleet.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* IEA-China Teleconference: A strategic
discussion between Foreign Ministers
Muttaqi and Wang Yi regarding regional
stability and China's role in the "Belt and
Road" context for Afghanistan.

* DABS-Azizi Group Signing Ceremony:
An event detailing the $10 billion

investment roadmap for 10,000 MW of
power generation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Proxy State" Narrative

A recurring theme in IEA media is the
characterization of Pakistan as a "proxy" or
"rental" state for Western interests,
specifically the United States. Analysts on RTA
News argue that Pakistani generals are
fulfilling US-led projects to pressure the IEA,
comparing current tensions to past conflicts
with the British and Soviets. This narrative
serves to delegitimize the  Pakistani
government in the eyes of the Muslim world

while framing the IEA as the sole defender of
Islamic sovereignty in the region.

Strategic Pivot to the North and
West

The transcripts reveal a deliberate and
systemic shift away from the "Strategic
Depth" doctrine that previously defined
Afghan-Pakistani relations. By strengthening
trade ties with Central Asian Republics and
Iran, the IEA is attempting to render Pakistani
border blockades obsolete as a geopolitical
weapon. The emphasis on the TAPI pipeline
and Iranian gas contracts suggests a future
where Afghanistan is an energy transit hub
rather than a landlocked dependent.

Through

Internal Legitimacy
“Public Works"

Despite the looming threat of war, the IEA is
heavily publicizing its domestic successes,
such as tree-planting campaigns in Kabul and

Kandahar, where 1.5 million saplings were

cultivated. These reports, alongside news of

cash aid for beggars and rehabilitation of

drug addicts, are intended to project an image
of a stable, functioning, and compassionate
government, contrasting with the social and

economic "anarchy" they claim is currently
engulfing Pakistan.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
high-frequency @ border  skirmishes and
potential for further retaliatory air strikes.
The IEA is likely to further restrict Pakistani
transit goods in response to civilian
casualties. Domestic "national mobilization"
rhetoric will increase as the IEA calls for unity

against "foreign aggression."
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): The focus will
shift to the feasibility studies and initial
groundbreaking of the Azizi Group's energy
projects. If border closures remain in place,
the Chabahar Port in Iran will likely see a
massive surge in Afghan-bound cargo. China
may attempt to facilitate a tripartite security
dialogue to prevent a full-scale war that would
jeopardize the "Belt and Road" investments.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the $10 billion
energy plan succeeds, Afghanistan will
transition from a net importer to a potentially
self-sufficient energy producer, fundamentally
altering its economic leverage in South Asia.
The completion of the e-ID registration will
allow for a fully digitized tax and census
system, drastically increasing the state's
central authority and fiscal resilience.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The targeting of UN-related fuel
infrastructure in Kandahar requires an

immediate neutrality assessment for

humanitarian logistics in the region.

* Diplomatic efforts should focus on Beijing
as the primary influencer capable of de-
escalating the Kabul-Islamabad kinetic
exchange.

* Recognition of the IEA's growing
administrative control (via 17 million e-IDs)
is necessary for any future migration or

security agreements.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The Azizi Group's $10 billion energy
contract signals a massive opening for
subcontractors in renewable energy and

thermal power technology.

* Supply chain managers should permanently
reroute Afghan-bound goods away from
Karachi toward Iranian and Central Asian
ports to avoid systemic border risk.

* Real estate and industrial investors must
conduct rigorous due diligence on land
titles, as the IEA's land recovery campaign
may invalidate previous ownership claims
from the Republic era.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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