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GLOBAL ENERGY AND SECURITY

ARCHITECTURES FACE A SYSTEMIC

CRISIS AS THE US-LED WAR IN

IRAN TRIGGERS A HORMUZ

BLOCKADE AND FORCED

SANCTIONS CONCESSIONS ON

RUSSIAN OIL.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, represents a transformative

moment in the global geopolitical landscape,

characterized  by  the  catastrophic  expansion

of conflict in the Middle East and the resulting

disruption of the international energy market.

The  United  States’  "Operation  Epic  Fury"

against  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  has

escalated  into  a  regional  conflagration

following  the  death  of  Supreme  Leader  Ali

Khamenei.  This  has  led  to  a  near-total

blockade  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  through

which  20%  of  the  world's  oil  previously

flowed, sending Brent crude prices surpassing

$119  per  barrel.  The  severity  of  the  supply

shock has forced the US Treasury to issue an

unprecedented  30-day  sanctions  waiver for

Russian  oil  already  in  transit,  effectively

acknowledging  that  the  global  economy

cannot survive without Russian energy during

the current Middle Eastern crisis.

Simultaneously,  the  conflict  in  Ukraine  is

metastasizing  into  a  broader  maritime

security threat. The Russian gas tanker Arctic

Metagas,  disabled  by  Ukrainian  maritime

drones  in  the  Mediterranean,  is  currently

drifting toward the Italian coast, threatening

an environmental  catastrophe that European

authorities are struggling to address. On the

ground,  Russian  forces  are  consolidating

gains  near  Konstantinovka  and  liberating

settlements in Sumy and DNR, while the US is

reportedly  redeploying  air  defense  systems

from Ukraine and South Korea to the Middle

East  to  protect  its  assets  from  Iranian  and

Hezbollah  missile  barrages.  This  strategic

pivot  by  Washington  suggests  a  forced

deprioritization of the Ukrainian theater in the

face of an existential threat to its interests in

the Persian Gulf.

In  Moscow,  high-level  diplomatic

engagements  with  the  IAEA  underline  the

precarious state of nuclear safety at both the

Zaporizhzhia  NPP  and  the  Bushehr  NPP  in

Iran.  Domestic  Russian  policy  is  also

undergoing  a  significant  shift,  with  the

Education Strategy 2036 sparking  intense

debate  over  digitalization  and  national

identity. As the US and Israel continue a "war

against civilization" that has already damaged

Iranian cultural heritage, Russia is positioning

itself  as  a  stabilizing  force  in  energy  and  a

guardian of traditional governance, even as it

manages  its  own  military  operations  and

domestic  transition  toward  high-speed

infrastructure  and  social  support  for  large

families.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Middle East Regional War: Operation

"Epic Fury"

The conflict has entered its thirteenth day,

with the death of Ali Khamenei triggering a

succession  crisis  and  radicalization  under

Mojtaba Khamenei. 

Hezbollah  has  officially  opened  a  second

front  against  Israel,  launching  over  100

rockets from Lebanon, while Israeli forces

attempt to establish a buffer zone along the

Litani River. 

The US Air  Force has suffered significant

losses,  including  the  crash  of  a  KC-135

tanker in Iraq, with all crew members killed

by Shiite militia fire. 

Iranian  forces  claim  to  have  forced  the

withdrawal of  the  USS  Abraham  Lincoln

carrier  strike  group  following  naval

engagements in the Persian Gulf. 

Israeli airstrikes have extensively damaged

UNESCO  sites,  including  the  Golestan

Palace  and  Isfahan's  historic  mosques,

prompting international condemnation. 

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Sanctions

Evasion

The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has

reduced tanker traffic by 15 times, leaving

global  markets  in  a  state  of

"unprecedented" shock. 

US  Treasury  Secretary  Scott  Bessent

issued a temporary license for Russian oil

to alleviate a supply crunch that threatens

to push gasoline prices to 3 euros per liter

in Europe. 

Major  energy  companies,  including  Total

Energy,  have  suspended  production  in

Qatar,  Iraq,  and  the  UAE due  to  security

risks. 

Russia  is  reporting  a  $150  million  daily

windfall from rising energy prices despite

existing sanctions regimes. 

Mediterranean  Maritime  Security:  The

Arctic Metagas Crisis

The  Russian  gas  tanker  Arctic  Metagas,

carrying 140,000 cubic meters of LNG and

hundreds of tons of fuel, is drifting without

a  crew near  the  Italian  island  of

Lampedusa. 

The ship was attacked by Ukrainian drones

in  neutral  waters;  Malta  and  other  EU

nations reportedly refused to provide initial

rescue assistance. 

Italian authorities are on high alert for an

ecological  disaster as  the  vessel  lists  30

degrees and threatens to spill fuel and gas

near Sicilian shores. 

Consolidation of the Ukrainian Front

Russian forces  have captured Chervonaya

Zarya in the Sumy region and Golubovka in

the DNR over the past week. 

Russian aviation is intensifying the use of

FAB glid bombs against Ukrainian logistics

hubs in Konstantinovka and Kramatorsk. 

Evidence  of  a  severe  ammunition  and air

defense  shortage in  the  Ukrainian  Armed

Forces  (AFU)  is  mounting  as  Western

supplies are diverted to the Middle East. 

Internal  Russian  Governance  and  Social

Policy

Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin reported

a 9% increase in large families, supported

by  the  extension  of  maternal  capital

programs through 2030. 

The  government  has  presented  a  high-

speed  rail  development  plan,  aiming  to

produce 260 Russian-made trains by 2040. 
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Nikita Mikhalkov and other public figures

have  critiqued  the  "Education  2036"

strategy,  warning  against  excessive

digitalization and the removal of traditional

teaching roles. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

The  transition  of  the  Hormuz  Strait  to  a

war zone has dismantled decades of supply

chain stability. 

Russia  and  the  IAEA  discussed  the

restarting  of  Zaporizhzhia  NPP to  full

power  to  compensate  for  regional  energy

deficits. 

IAEA chief Rafael Grossi is monitoring the

Bushehr  NPP in  Iran,  which  remains

operational despite being located within a

combat theater. 

Succession and Stability (Iran)

The  death  of  Ali  Khamenei  has  elevated

Mojtaba  Khamenei,  who  is  viewed  as

significantly  more radical  and less  willing

to negotiate with the West. 

Internal  Iranian  stability  is  currently

maintained by nationalistic fervor triggered

by  US  and  Israeli  strikes  on  Tehran  and

cultural monuments. 

Security Architecture and Redeployment

The  US  has  withdrawn  Patriot  batteries

from South Korea and Europe to cover its

bases in the Middle East. 

Russia  is  training  local  forces  in

Madagascar through  its  "Africa  Corps,"

expanding  its  influence  in  the  Indian

Ocean. 

Technology and Digital Sovereignty

The use of Palantir AI systems for targeting

in the Ukraine conflict has been highlighted

by critics as a form of "digital lab" testing

on Russian borders. 

Russia is focusing on domestic high-speed

rail  and  aviation (IL-114)  to  achieve

technological  independence  from  Western

sanctions. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Russian  government  is  currently  fast-

tracking social  and infrastructure  legislation

to maintain stability during the global crisis,

while  the  US  has  resorted  to  executive

maneuvers  to  bypass  its  own  sanctions

policies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Education  Strategy  2036: A  long-term

policy  document  aiming  to  reshape  the

national  school  system by  2036;  critics

argue  it  promotes  the  "death  of  the

teacher" and traditional textbooks in favor

of AI and digital platforms. 

Maternal  Capital  Extension: Policy

extended  by  President  Putin  to  2030,

increasing  payments  to  nearly  1  million

rubles for families with two children. 

Kazakhstan  Constitutional  Reform: A

referendum  scheduled  for  March  15  to

move  to  a  unicameral  parliament and

establish the post of Vice President. 

Russian  High-Speed  Rail  Decree: A

directive  to  begin  experimental  train

service between Moscow and Tver by 2027. 
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

IAEA-Rosatom  Consultations: Meetings

in Moscow focused on physical  protection

of ZNPP and nuclear safety in Iran. 

US  Treasury  Briefing: Secretary  Scott

Bessent  defending  the  temporary  lift  on

Russian  oil  sanctions as  a  necessary

measure for "market stabilization." 

Russian  Ministry  of  Transport

Interview: Minister  Andrey  Nikitin

discussing  the  nationalization  of  airport

infrastructure and  new  domestic  aircraft

certifications. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Globalized Energy Markets

The  current  crisis  has  effectively  ended  the

era  of  "cheap  energy  as  a  given."  The  US

decision  to  release  400 million  barrels from

strategic  reserves  is  seen  by  analysts  as  a

"drop  in  the  ocean"  compared  to  the  20

million barrels per day lost through Hormuz.

The trend is toward bilateral energy blocs:

Iran  supplying  China  exclusively,  while  the

West is forced into humiliating concessions to

buy Russian oil to avoid societal collapse. This

marks the failure of the "Venezeulan scenario"

in Iran,  where Washington expected a quick

regime  collapse  but  instead  faced  an

organized,  ideology-driven  regional

resistance.

The  "Second  Front"  and  Strategic

Overstretch

A  significant  narrative  theme  today  is  the

strategic abandonment of Ukraine by the

West. By moving Patriot systems and funding

to  the  Middle  East—where  $11  billion  was

spent in a single week—the US has created a

vacuum  that  Russian  forces  are  actively

filling. The "Operation Epic Fury" has not only

failed  to  secure  the  Gulf  but  has  depleted

Western  interceptor  stockpiles,  leaving

European and Asian allies vulnerable. This is

being framed in Moscow as the "Colossus on

Clay  Feet"  beginning  to  crumble  under  the

weight of its own interventionism.

Maritime  Terrorism  and  Environmental

Brinkmanship

The  Arctic  Metagas incident  highlights  a

new  trend  in  the  Ukraine  conflict:  the

transition  from  land-based  warfare  to

maritime  energy  terrorism in  international

waters.  The  use  of  Magura-style  drones  to

target  non-combatant  civilian gas tankers  in

the Mediterranean is a significant escalation.

The refusal  of  EU states  to  assist  the  crew,

contrasted with Libyan rescue efforts, is being

used by Russian media to highlight a collapse

in the "rules-based order" and the emergence

of  a  "law  of  the  jungle"  in  international

shipping.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  extreme

volatility in global oil prices as the 30-day US

waiver on Russian oil expires on April 11. If

the Hormuz blockade is not lifted, the US will

likely  be  forced  to  extend  this  waiver

indefinitely.  Social  unrest  in  Europe  due  to

fuel  prices  exceeding  3  euros  per  liter  is  a

high probability. In Iran, the formal coronation

or  appointment  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei will

likely  be  met  with  a  new  wave  of  Israeli

"decapitation" strikes, potentially triggering a

direct  Iranian  strike  on  Israeli  energy

infrastructure.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Ukrainian

front  is  likely  to  see  a  decisive  Russian

breakthrough  toward  Kramatorsk  and
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Sloviansk  as  Western  air  defense  shortages

become  critical.  Kazakhstan’s  post-

referendum  period  may  see  a  pivot  toward

Russia  and  China as  it  seeks  economic

security  amidst  the  collapse  of  Western-led

globalization.  The  Mediterranean  "tanker

war"  could  expand,  forcing  a  complete

redesign  of  maritime  insurance  and  convoy

systems  for  Russian  and  Chinese  merchant

vessels.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  permanent

closure or high-risk status of the Persian Gulf

will  accelerate  the  Northern  Sea  Route

(NSR)  as  the  primary  energy  artery  for

Eurasia.  Russia’s  "Trans-Arctic  Transport

Corridor" will  become the centerpiece of  its

geopolitical strategy. The US will likely enter

a period of "Bunkerization" and isolationism,

as  seen  in  the  booming  bunker  industry

among the American elite, signaling a loss of

faith  in  the  state's  ability  to  protect  the

homeland  from  the  global  chaos  it  helped

initiate.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The US must evaluate the cost of strategic

overstretch;  maintaining  two major  fronts

(Ukraine/Iran)  while  withdrawing  air

defenses  from  Asia  is  unsustainable  and

risks a total loss of deterrence. 

EU  nations  must  establish  a  neutral

maritime  rescue  protocol for  the

Mediterranean  to  prevent  environmental

disasters  caused  by  the  "tanker  war,"

regardless of political sanctions. 

Diplomatic  channels  through  the  IAEA

remain  the  only  viable  mechanism to

prevent  a  nuclear  incident  at  Bushehr  or

ZNPP as the conflict intensifies. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy Sector: Diversification away from

the  Persian  Gulf  is  now  mandatory.

Investment  in  Russian  energy  assets that

are  currently  under  US  waivers  offers  a

high-risk,  high-reward  opportunity  as

"legal" sanctions bypasses emerge. 

Logistics & Transport: Companies should

accelerate the adoption of autonomous and

AI-driven transport (as seen in the Russian

high-speed  rail  plans)  to  mitigate  labor

shortages  and  security  risks  in  manned

operations. 

Cyber/Security: The  prominence  of  AI-

driven warfare tools like Palantir suggests

a  growing  market  for  defensive  AI  and

"sovereign  cloud"  solutions  as  digital

sabotage  becomes  a  standard  tool  of

statecraft. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television
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news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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