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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENTS

ACCELERATE AS THE MIDDLE EAST

CONFLICT INTENSIFIES, US-CUBA

RELATIONS ENTER A HISTORIC

THAW, AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH

ASSERTS ENERGY SOVEREIGNTY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 13, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in the

global security architecture, characterized by

a paradox of high-intensity kinetic warfare in

the  Middle  East  and  unexpected  diplomatic

overtures  in  the  Caribbean.  The  conflict

between  the  United  States,  Israel,  and  the

Islamic Republic of Iran has escalated into a

sustained regional war, following the death of

Ayatollah  Ali  Khamenei  and  retaliatory

operations  under  the  banner  of  "Promesa

Veraz 4." The closure of the Strait of Hormuz

has triggered a global  energy crisis,  forcing

the  United  States  into  the  strategic

contradiction of easing sanctions on Russian

oil  to  stabilize  domestic  prices  while

simultaneously  depleting  its  own  advanced

missile stockpiles. This military overextension

is  coupled  with  a  domestic  crackdown  on

technology, exemplified by the unprecedented

designation of the US-based AI firm Anthropic

as a foreign threat.

Simultaneously,  a  significant  diplomatic

realignment  is  underway  in  Latin  America.

Cuba  has  confirmed  direct  high-level

negotiations with the United States to resolve

decades-long  bilateral  differences,  a  move

facilitated by international intermediaries and

spurred  by  a  catastrophic  domestic  energy

failure.  In  South  America,  Venezuela  is

leveraging its vast gas reserves to spearhead

regional integration, initiating historic energy

exports  to  Colombia  and  securing  new

strategic  investments  from European majors

Repsol and Eni. These developments suggest

a  trend  where  state  survival  and  economic

pragmatism  are  overriding  long-standing

ideological  barriers.  The  Global  South,

particularly  through  the  Sahel  Alliance  in

Africa  and  the  BRICS+  framework,  is

increasingly  rejecting  Western  "tutelary"

models  in  favor  of  multipolar  security  and

financial arrangements.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Cuba Diplomatic Rapprochement

President  Miguel  Díaz-Canel  confirmed

direct conversations with US officials aimed

at  resolving  bilateral  differences  through

dialogue.

The dialogue focuses on identifying areas of

cooperation regarding  regional  security

and  humanitarian  issues,  despite  the

ongoing US blockade.

Cuba  announced  the  release  of  51

prisoners as  a  humanitarian  gesture

coinciding with religious holidays and the

ongoing negotiations.
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Mexico  continues  to  act  as  a  strategic

mediator and  energy  supplier,  sending

three  shipments  of  oil  and  medicine  to

alleviate the island's energy crisis.

Escalation of the Iran-Israel-US War

Iran launched the 43rd wave of "Promesa

Veraz  4" using  high-precision  Corramsar

and Keivar Shecan missiles against Israeli

military targets in Haifa and Tel Aviv.

Retaliatory US and Israeli strikes on Tehran

reportedly killed millions of civilians (likely

hyperbole or misreporting in transcript, but

indicates  mass casualties)  and hit  a  girls'

primary  school  in  Minab,  killing  170

children.

The new Iranian leadership has maintained

a total  blockade of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

severely  impacting  global  oil  flows  and

maritime insurance rates.

Reports  confirm the  loss  of  a  US KC-135

tanker  aircraft over  Iraq,  with  the  Iraqi

resistance claiming the shoot-down.

Venezuela’s  Energy  Integration  and

Diplomatic Normalization

Venezuela and Colombia finalized the first

export of gas through the Antonio Ricaurte

binational  pipeline,  marking a new era of

energy interdependence.

Strategic  agreements  were  signed  with

Repsol  (Spain)  and  Eni  (Italy) to  boost

production  at  the  Cardón  4  gas  field  for

both domestic use and export.

The  US  government  reportedly  issued  an

official recognition of the Venezuelan state,

a  significant  shift  in  posture  since  the

hostilities of early January 2026.

The Rise of the Sahel Alliance (AES)

Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger have formed

the  Alliance  of  Sahel  States to  combat

terrorism  and  neocolonialism,  explicitly

rejecting French influence.

The  alliance  is  coordinating  joint  military

operations with technological and logistical

support  from  Russia’s  Africa  Corps  and

China.

Member states are moving to abandon the

CFA Franc and establish the "Corte Penal

del  Sahel"  to  replace  the  International

Criminal Court.

Capture of Sebastián Marset in Bolivia

Bolivian  police  captured  high-profile  drug

lord  Sebastián  Marset in  a  massive  pre-

dawn raid in Santa Cruz.

Marset  was  immediately  expelled and

handed over to the US Drug Enforcement

Administration  (DEA)  for  transport  to  the

United States.

The operation highlights increased regional

security  cooperation between  Bolivia,

Paraguay,  and  the  US  despite  political

tensions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI & Technology Policy

The  Trump  administration  ordered  all

federal  agencies to cease using Anthropic

AI, treating the American firm as a "foreign

enemy" due to its refusal to automate lethal

military  operations  without  human

oversight.
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Geopolitical  analysts  warn  of  a  cyber-

warfare arms race, with the US seeking AI

partnerships to target Chinese and Iranian

critical  infrastructure,  including  power

grids.

Energy Security & Financial Resilience

The  US Treasury  announced  a  temporary

license (expiring  April  11)  allowing  the

purchase of Russian oil currently at sea to

mitigate soaring global fuel  prices caused

by the Hormuz blockade.

Cuba  is  accelerating  its  transition  to

renewable  energy,  installing  over  10,000

solar  modules  in  social  centers  to  bypass

the total lack of imported fuel over the last

90 days.

Civil Unrest & Domestic Stability

In  Ecuador,  major  social  movements

marched in Quito against President Daniel

Noboa’s  economic  policies  and  fuel  price

hikes, demanding a move away from IMF-

imposed measures.

In  Argentina,  opposition  leaders  raised

alarms  over  President  Milei's  use  of

decrees to  send  military  troops  abroad

without Congressional approval, potentially

involving  Argentina  in  the  Middle  East

conflict.

National Security & Defense Architecture

The  US  Pentagon  is  facing  a  crisis  in

missile  production,  as  the  massive  use  of

Tomahawk  missiles  against  Iran  has

exceeded  the  production  capacity  of

defense  contractor  RTX  (formerly

Raytheon).

Paraguay’s  Congress  approved  the  SOFA

(Status of Forces Agreement) with the US,

granting  immunity  to  American  military

and civilian contractors, which critics label

a surrender of sovereignty.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  across  the  Americas  is

currently dominated by executive attempts to

bypass  traditional  parliamentary  hurdles

through  decrees  or  "Plan  B"  maneuvers,

particularly in the realms of electoral reform

and military deployment.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Mexico's  Electoral  "Plan  B": Following

the rejection of  her  constitutional  reform,

President  Sheinbaum  introduced  a

secondary  law  proposal to  reduce  the

budget of the INE and political parties by

25% and expand "consultas populares."

Paraguay  SOFA  Agreement: A

controversial bill granting judicial immunity

to US troops and contractors, approved by

the Paraguayan Congress as an "obligatory

strategic alliance."

Vietnam  Legislative  Elections:

Preparations  finalized  for  March  15

elections to  select  lawmakers  for  the

2026-2031  period  under  new  democratic

norms.

Argentina  Military  Decree: President

Milei issued a executive order to send Navy

personnel on foreign missions without the

legislative  aval  required  by  the

Constitution.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Díaz-Canel  Press  Conference: An

extensive  address  detailing  the  US-Cuba

dialogue, the critical energy shortage, and

the transparency of Mexican humanitarian

aid.

Venezuela-Colombia  Binational

Commission: Ministerial  meetings  in

Caracas  to  prepare  for  the  "Good

Neighbor"  summit in  Maracaibo  on  April

23-24.

Bolivian Government Briefing: Minister

Marco Antonio Oviedo provided details on

the  unilateral  police  operation that

captured  Sebastián  Marset  without  US

ground involvement.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Militarization  of  Artificial

Intelligence

The  conflict  with  Iran  has  exposed  a

fundamental rift between the US state and its

technology  sector.  The  ban  on  Anthropic

signifies  the  White  House's  demand  for

"automated lethality"—AI systems capable of

selecting  and  neutralizing  targets  without

human  intervention.  The  resistance  from

Anthropic’s leadership on ethical grounds has

shifted the US defense strategy toward more

compliant contractors like Palantir. This trend

indicates that in future conflicts, technological

"neutrality" will no longer be tolerated, and AI

firms  will  be  integrated  into  the  "Batallón

201" framework of civic-military technological

service.

The End of Unipolar Energy Sanctions

The  US-Iran  war  has  compromised  the

effectiveness  of  secondary  sanctions.  By

allowing  Russian  oil  sales and  seeking  gas

from  a  recently  "recognized"  Venezuelan

administration,  the  US  has  effectively

prioritized  domestic  economic  stability  over

the  diplomatic  isolation  of  its  adversaries.

This  creates  a  "multi-tier"  sanctions

environment where the US selectively ignores

its own restrictions to prevent a total global

inflationary  collapse.  Conversely,  adversaries

like  China  and  Russia  are  successfully

building a "fortress energy" model by securing

direct  pipelines and maritime routes outside

Western control.

Post-Colonial Governance in Africa

Africa is witnessing a "historic turn" as half of

its  nations  face  extreme  poverty  under

traditional  models.  The  emergence  of  the

Sahel  Alliance represents  a  broader

continental  trend  of  "Pan-Africanist"

nationalism,  seeking  to  rectify  the  artificial

borders of the Berlin Conference. By pivoting

toward  China  and  Russia,  these  states  are

seeking technology and military support that

does  not  include  the  "Western  democratic

mask"  often  associated  with  neocolonial

exploitation.  This  shift  is  resulting  in  new

regional institutions, such as a Sahel passport

system and common military commands.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  extreme

volatility  in  Brent  and  WTI  prices  as  the

market  tests  the  US  Treasury's  Russian  oil

license. In Cuba, the humanitarian release of

prisoners  and  continued  dialogue  with

Washington  may  lead  to  a  temporary

suspension  of  specific  energy  sanctions.

Retaliatory strikes between Iran and the US/

Israel will likely focus on US bases in the UAE

and  Qatar as  Iran  expands  its  "Promesa

Veraz" waves.
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Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

Venezuelan gas export model to Colombia will

likely  expand  to  include  electricity

interconnections,  potentially  bringing

Trinidad and Tobago into a regional gas hub.

Mexico’s  "Plan  B"  will  likely  face  judicial

challenges  in  the  Supreme Court,  mirroring

the  previous  administration's  struggles.  The

Sahel  Alliance will  likely  finalize  its  own

currency,  further  destabilizing  the  West

African economic bloc (CDAO/ECOWAS).

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The  US  defense

industry  will  undergo  a  forced  industrial

mobilization to  address  missile  and

ammunition  shortages  exposed  by  the  Iran

conflict.  A  permanent  US-Cuba

"normalization"  could emerge,  driven by the

need for regional stability during a global war.

The  global  security  architecture  will  likely

bifurcate  into  two distinct  blocs:  a  Western-

led  AI-integrated  defense  system  and  a

multipolar Global South alliance centered on

BRICS+ and regional security pacts like the

AES.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  channels  should  prioritize  the

re-funding of multilateral institutions (like a

reformed  UN)  to  address  the  vacuum  of

power  that  is  currently  being  filled  by

unilateral kinetic actions.

The  US-Cuba  dialogue  presents  an

opportunity  for  regional  partners  to  de-

escalate  the  "Cold  War"  leftovers  in  the

Caribbean  to  focus  on  maritime  security

and migration.

Western  powers  must  re-evaluate  their

engagement  with  the Sahel,  shifting from

military-first  intervention to  infrastructure

and  technology partnerships  to  compete

with Russian and Chinese influence.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy Sector: Re-evaluate risk premiums

for assets in the Persian Gulf; pivot toward

emerging  gas  opportunities  in  the

Venezuelan-Colombian corridor  as

normalization progresses.

Tech/AI  Industry: Anticipate  strict  new

"national  security"  compliance

requirements  for  US-based  AI  companies;

firms  may  face  "traitor"  designations  for

maintaining  ethical  boundaries  against

military automation.

Supply  Chain: Brace  for  continued

disruption  in  the  Red  Sea  and

Mediterranean;  maritime  insurance  for

tankers will  likely  remain  prohibitively

expensive  until  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  is

reopened.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television
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news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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