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POLAND FACES CONSTITUTIONAL

CRISIS AND DEFENSE PARALYSIS

AS PRESIDENTIAL VETO OF EU

FUNDS CLASHES WITH

ESCALATING GLOBAL WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  13,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  for  Polish  national  security  and

governance,  characterized  by  a  fundamental

rupture between the executive and legislative

branches.  President  Karol  Nawrocki  has

vetoed the SAFE Act, a cornerstone legislative

package designed to  facilitate  €44 billion in

low-interest  EU  loans  for  military

modernization. This decision has triggered an

immediate  and aggressive  counter-maneuver

from  Prime  Minister  Donald  Tusk’s

government, which has adopted a "Plan B" via

government resolution to bypass the veto and

channel  funds  directly  through  the  Armed

Forces  Support  Fund  and  the  Bank

Gospodarstwa  Krajowego  (BGK).  The

administration  characterizes  the  veto  as  a

"betrayal of national interest" and a "hit to the

back" of the Polish soldier, while the President

and  the  opposition  (PiS  and  Konfederacja)

argue the EU mechanism threatens national

sovereignty and risks a "debt trap" for future

generations.

The  domestic  crisis  is  exacerbated  by  a

deteriorating  global  security  environment.  A

full-scale  war  between  the  United  States,

Israel, and Iran has entered its second week,

leading  to  drone  strikes  on  global  financial

hubs like Dubai and a partial blockade of the

Strait of Hormuz. In Poland, the discovery of a

unarmed drone in a central Polish mine and

reports of Polish troops in Turkey taking cover

during  Iranian  missile  attacks  highlight  the

immediate  physical  risks.  Internally,  the

government has accelerated its "rule of law"

agenda,  voting  to  liquidate  the  Central

Anticorruption Bureau (CBA) and appointing

six new judges to the Constitutional Tribunal,

further deepening the "lawfare" between the

Tusk administration and President Nawrocki,

who is  widely  expected to  refuse the new s

judges' swearing-in.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  SAFE  Program  Veto  and  "Polska

Zbrojna" Resolution 

President  Nawrocki  vetoed  the  SAFE

(Security  Action  for  Europe)  bill,  citing

risks  to  sovereignty and  the  dangers  of

borrowing  in  foreign  currency  (Euro).

Nawrocki compared the loans to the "Swiss

Franc"  mortgage  crisis,  arguing  future

generations  would  be  burdened  by  180

billion PLN in interest.
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Prime  Minister  Tusk  launched  "Plan  B,"

adopting  a  resolution  titled  "Polska

Zbrojna"  (Armed  Poland) to  secure  the

funds.  The government  asserts  that  while

military  spending  can  proceed  via  the

Armed  Forces  Support  Fund,  the  veto

blocks  billions  in  critical  funding for  the

Border  Guard,  Police,  and  dual-use

infrastructure (rail and roads).

The European Commission confirmed it will

continue  working  with  the  Polish

government to implement SAFE despite the

veto, with an initial 15% advance (approx.

€6.5 billion) expected in April.

The NBP Financial Counter-Proposal 

President  Nawrocki  and  NBP  Governor

Adam  Glapiński  proposed  an  alternative

"SAFE  0%"  plan funded  by  NBP  gold

reserves  and  alleged  "unrealized  profits"

from  gold  revaluation,  estimated  at  197

billion PLN.

The Tusk government dismissed this  as  a

"virtual  stunt"  (hucpa),  noting  that  NBP

officially  reported  a  100  billion  PLN

accumulated loss and that any "profit" from

gold would be highly inflationary if printed

into the economy.

Escalating  Middle  East  Conflict  and

Global Spillovers 

The  US  and  Israel  continue  operations

against Iran. Reports indicate explosions in

downtown  Dubai and  Saudi  Arabia

intercepting  dozens  of  drones.  Iranian

leadership  threatened  to  destroy  oil  and

gas installations across the Middle East if

their own energy infrastructure is targeted.

The White House issued a 30-day waiver on

sanctions for Russian oil to stabilize global

markets, a move estimated to provide the

Kremlin  with  $10  billion  for  its  own  war

effort.

Polish soldiers at the Incirlik base in Turkey

were  forced  into  shelters during  the

interception of Iranian missiles.

Constitutional  Tribunal  and  CBA

Overhaul 

The  Sejm  elected  six  new  judges to  the

Constitutional  Tribunal  to  fill  existing

vacancies  with  "apolitcal  experts."  This

move is seen as a major step in dismantling

the  influence  of  the  previous  PiS

administration,  though  the  President's

refusal  to  swear  them  in threatens  to

prolong the judicial deadlock.

Parliament  voted  to  abolish  the  CBA,

shifting its powers to the Internal Security

Agency (ABW), the Police, and the National

Revenue Administration (KAS).

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Security Architecture & National Security 

The failure of the SAFE Act is reported to

imperil  specific  equipment  orders:  4,000

police  vehicles,  16  Border  Guard  patrol

vessels,  and  comprehensive  anti-drone

systems for the eastern border.

Major  defense  contractors  like  Mesko

(ammunition) and Huta Stalowa Wola (Krab

howitzers,  Borsuk  IFVs) face  uncertainty

over  the  timing  of  billions  in  planned

orders, though the government vows to use

existing  funds  to  maintain  production

momentum.
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Military leaders expressed frustration and a

"lack  of  trust" in  their  civil  superior,  the

President,  for  ignoring strategic  warnings

that Europe could face war within three to

five years.

Rule of Law & Legal Warfare (Lawfare) 

The government is attempting to govern via

resolutions where  legislative  paths  are

blocked by the President.  The President’s

office  warned that  any  attempt  to  bypass

the  SAFE  veto  would  meet  "legal  and

criminal responsibility."

The  Constitutional  Tribunal  dispute

remains  the  primary  theater  of  lawfare,

with the government claiming the current

leadership of the Tribunal was "defectively

appointed" and its rulings are non-binding.

Economic Security & Financial Resilience 

Analysis  of  borrowing  costs  shows  SAFE

loans  carry  a  3.17%  interest  rate,

significantly lower than current Polish 10-

year  bonds  (approx.  5.8%)  or  US/South

Korean defense credit lines (4% to 6.5%).

The NBP profit dispute centers on whether

the  bank  can  "create"  profit  from  gold

assets without  selling  them,  which  critics

argue  is  an  accounting  manipulation  to

provide the President with political cover.

International  Relations  &  Geopolitical

Power Dynamics 

Poland  is  perceived  as  having  "political

schizophrenia" in European capitals, having

initially  proposed  the  SAFE  mechanism

only to have its head of state veto it.

President Nawrocki is seen as favoring the

Trump  administration's vision  of  defense

over  EU  integration,  leading  Portuguese

and French media to label the veto a "blow

to European strategic autonomy."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  activity  was  dominated

by  high-stakes  votes  aimed  at  undoing  the

structural  legacy  of  the  previous

administration  while  the  executive  branch

exercised its most powerful tool—the veto—to

block further European integration.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SAFE  Implementation  Act  (Vetoed):

Intended to create a financial instrument at

BGK to utilize EU defense loans. Vetoed by

the President on March 12/13.

CBA  Liquidation  Bill  (Passed  Sejm):

Dissolves  the  Central  Anticorruption

Bureau and redistributes its competencies.

Faced  heavy  opposition  from  PiS  and

Konfederacja.

Criminal  Procedure  Code  Amendment

(Vetoed): Proposed  limiting  the  use  of

temporary  arrest;  President  Nawrocki

issued his 29th veto against this measure.

NBP  Profit  Distribution  Bill

(Presidential Proposal): A competing bill

to  use  NBP profits  for  defense;  currently

stalled  in  the  Sejm  as  the  government

argues there is no profit to distribute.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Nadzwyczajne  Posiedzenie  Rady

Ministrów  (Emergency  Cabinet

Meeting): Government  adopted  a

resolution  to  implement  "Plan  B" for  the

SAFE  funds.  Attended  by  Presidential

representative Zbigniew Bogucki.
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NBP  Governor  Glapiński  Press

Conference: Claimed  to  be  the  "least

politicized governor" while  presenting the

gold-profit defense funding plan.

Minister  of  Defense  Speech  in  Sejm:

Władysław  Kosiniak-Kamysz  accused  the

opposition  of  "obscene  and  hypocritical

hatred" for  voting  against  military

modernization.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Sovereignty The

discourse surrounding the SAFE act reveals a

deepening divide  in  the  definition  of  "Polish

sovereignty."  For  the  Nawrocki-PiS-

Konfederacja  axis,  sovereignty  is  defined

negatively as  independence  from  Brussels’

financial  oversight  and  "conditionality"

(antidote to corruption clauses). For the Tusk

administration,  sovereignty  is  defined

positively as  "state  capacity"—the  ability  to

physically  defend  the  border,  which  they

argue  is  impossible  without  external  capital

given  Poland's  high  deficit.  The  President's

comparison  of  EU loans  to  the  Swiss  Franc

crisis is a potent populist narrative aimed at

triggering  deep-seated  economic  anxieties

among the electorate.

Shadow  Banking  and  the  NBP  Conflict

The  NBP  is  no  longer  acting  as  a  neutral

monetary authority but as a key combatant in

the  political  struggle.  By  offering  to  "find"

profit  in  gold  reserves  to  counter  EU loans,

Governor  Glapiński  is  practicing  a  form  of

"political  alchemy."  The  government’s

revelation of  a 100 billion PLN accumulated

loss at  NBP  suggests  a  looming  crisis  in

financial  transparency.  The  battle  for  the

"kontrasygnata"  (countersignature)  for  NBP

board  members  indicates  that  the  central

bank’s  operational  capacity  is  reaching  a

breaking point.

The Global Transition to a War Economy

The transcripts suggest a world shifting from

"just-in-time"  production  to  "just-in-case"

stockpiling.  Reports that the US is diverting

ammunition  orders  from  Denmark to  the

Iranian front serves as a warning to Poland:

reliance on US supplies is risky during global

multi-front conflicts. The Polish government’s

insistence  on  using  SAFE  funds  to  build

domestic  production  lines (Plan  "Polska

Zbrojna")  is  a  strategic  pivot  toward

indigenous defense sustainability, even as the

President's  veto  forces  them  to  find  less

efficient funding routes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

The "swearing-in" standoff for the six new

Constitutional  Tribunal  judges will  likely

lead  to  a  total  paralysis  of  the  court  if

President Nawrocki follows through on his

predicted refusal.

Market  volatility  for  Polish  bonds  may

increase  as  investors  digest  the

contradictory  reports regarding  NBP's

financial  health  and  the  legality  of  the

government’s SAFE bypass resolution.

Possible  social  unrest  or  "March  on  the

Presidential  Palace"  as  alluded  to  by

government  supporters protesting  the

defense veto.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The  Polish  defense  industry  (PGZ)  will

likely see contract delays as the legal "Plan

B"  is  finalized,  potentially  affecting  the

delivery  schedule  of  "Borsuk"  and  "Krab"

units.
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Energy prices in Poland will likely rise due

to  the  Middle  East  war,  pressuring  the

budget  and  further  complicating  the

financing of the "Polska Zbrojna" program

without EU loans.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The  "Polexit"  narrative  will  dominate  the

2027  election  campaign,  with  the  right-

wing  opposition  framing  EU  defense

integration as a loss of independence, while

the  coalition  frames  the  opposition  as

"Russian agents" or "useful idiots."

Structural  changes  in  EU  defense

procurement will  likely  move  forward

without  full  Polish  participation  if  the

constitutional  deadlock  persists,

diminishing Poland's influence in the "Klub

Północny" (Northern Club) of allies.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

EU partners  should  prepare  for  extended

delays  in  Polish  defense  contributions to

the "Tarcza Wschód" (Shield East) project,

as the funding mechanisms remain legally

precarious.

The  US  administration  should  clarify  its

stance  on  the  Foreign  Military  Financing

(FMF)  program to  reassure  Polish

leadership,  as  the  President's  veto  of

foreign-currency loans theoretically targets

US Dollar-denominated debt as well.

NATO  should  monitor  the  unprecedented

public  rift between  the  Polish  military

command and  the  President,  which  could

affect command-and-control reliability in a

crisis.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Investors in the Polish defense sector (PGZ

and  subcontractors)  should  expect

irregular  cash  flows as  the  government

shifts from a unified EU loan mechanism to

piecemeal resolutions and national funding.

Energy-dependent  industries  must  hedge

against prolonged volatility in oil prices as

the Iran-US conflict shows no sign of quick

resolution,  despite  Trump's  claims  of  a

"near surrender."

Regulatory compliance teams should brace

for increased uncertainty in anti-corruption

oversight following the CBA liquidation and

the reorganization of competencies into the

ABW and KAS.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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