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THE TRANSITION TO TOTAL

ECONOMIC WARFARE: GLOBAL

ENERGY CHOKE POINTS UNDER

DIRECT ATTACK AS US-IRAN

CONFLICT WIDENS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  war  between  the  United  States,  Israel,

and  Iran  has  entered  a  decisive  and  more

volatile  phase,  shifting  from  a  primarily

kinetic military confrontation to a systematic

assault  on global  energy security.  On March

14, 2026, the US military executed a massive

bombing raid on Kharag Island, Iran’s primary

crude  oil  export  hub,  targeting  90  military

installations  while  ostensibly  sparing  oil

infrastructure  "for  reasons  of  decency."

President  Donald  Trump coupled  this  action

with  an  ultimatum:  the  total  destruction  of

Iran’s energy economy if the Strait of Hormuz

remains  closed.  In  response,  Iran  has

abandoned  previous  restraints,  launching

drone  and  missile  attacks  against  critical

energy  nodes  across  the  Gulf,  including  the

UAE’s  strategic  Fujairah  port,  and  warning

residents to evacuate major commercial ports

like Jebel Ali.

Strategic  coherence  within  the  US

administration appears to be fracturing under

the weight  of  an escalating economic crisis.

While the Pentagon claims the Iranian military

is  "decapitated,"  President  Trump’s  public

appeals for help to China, France, and the UK

to  secure  the  Strait  reveal  a  growing

desperation to mitigate skyrocketing domestic

fuel prices. This mission creep—moving from

nuclear  non-proliferation  to  securing  global

trade  routes—is  occurring  alongside  the

deployment of the 31st Marine Expeditionary

Unit from Japan,  signaling  the  potential  for

the  first  US  ground  operations  on  Iranian

sovereign  territory.  Simultaneously,  Israel  is

expanding  its  operations  in  Lebanon,

preparing for a buffer zone occupation up to

the  Litani  River,  further  stretching  the

regional security architecture.

The global "collateral damage" of this conflict

is  becoming acute.  Beyond the Middle East,

the  war  is  driving  a  humanitarian  crisis  in

Gaza  as  aid  deliveries have  plummeted  by

80% due to border closures linked to the Iran

conflict. In the West, investors are bracing for

"stagflation" as Brent crude doubles in price

within a month,  hitting $100 per barrel  and

trending  toward  $150.  As  the  conflict

globalizes,  the  primary  beneficiary  is

emerging as Russia,  which is  leveraging the

energy  vacuum  to  demand  the  lifting  of

sanctions in  exchange  for  filling  the  supply

gap,  while  China  and  India  navigate  direct

negotiations with Tehran to bypass the failed

US security umbrella.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Bombing  of  Kharag  Island  and

Energy Escalation

The  US  military  launched  what  Trump

described  as  "one  of  the  most  powerful

bombing  raids  in  history,"  targeting  90

military sites on Karg Island, which handles

90% of Iran’s oil exports.

Tehran countered by threatening to strike

back against  any  oil  installations  in  the

region  related  to  Americans  "in  any  way,

shape or form."

A second drone attack in two weeks hit the

UAE’s Fujairah oil depot, a critical facility

designed to  bypass  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

causing  massive  smoke  plumes  and

suspending operations.

Iran issued an unprecedented warning for

UAE residents  to  evacuate  locations near

Jebel  Ali,  Khalifa  Port,  and  Fujairah,

labeling them legitimate military targets.

Opening of the Iraqi Sub-Theater

The US Embassy in Baghdad was hit by a

missile  strike,  damaging  the  space

communication  unit  of  the  Sea-RAM  air

defense system.

Pro-Iran militias, the Islamic Resistance in

Iraq,  offered  a  $100,000  reward for

information  leading  to  the  capture  or

assassination of US military personnel.

A drone strike targeted and sparked a fire

at the Lanaz refinery in Erbil, marking the

first  time  energy  infrastructure  in  the

Kurdish region has been directly targeted

in this phase of the war.

The UAE consulate in Erbil was struck by

an  Iranian  drone,  injuring  two  security

workers.

Israeli  Expansion  in  Lebanon  and

Domestic Strain

Israel  is  preparing  a  major  ground

operation  to  create  a  buffer  zone 10-15

kilometers deep inside Lebanese territory.

At least 12 medical workers were killed in a

single  airstrike on  a  healthcare  center  in

south  Lebanon;  total  Lebanese  casualties

now exceed 800.

The  Israeli  government  bypassed  normal

procedure  to  approve  $710  million in

emergency  defense  spending  via  phone

poll,  citing  a  need  to  replenish  "critical

combat  inventory"  such  as  interceptor

missiles.

US Domestic and Strategic Policy Shifting

The 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)

is moving from Japan to the Middle East,

which  analysts  suggest  could  be  used  to

seize Iranian islands or oil fields.

Trump  publicly  admitted  that  even  a

"decapitated"  Iran  can  still  threaten  the

Strait with drones and mines, contradicting

previous claims of total victory.

The US Treasury is  considering a plan to

offer $20 billion in insurance to commercial

tankers willing to risk the Hormuz transit.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  and  Choke  Point

Management

The  global  energy  map  is  being  forcibly

redrawn. Japan, reliant on the Middle East

for 95% of its crude, has begun releasing

stockpiles and  capping  gasoline  prices  to

stave off economic collapse.
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The Strait of Hormuz remains a "kill  box"

where  over  110  tankers are  currently

stranded,  raising  the  risk  of  a  "demand

destruction"  scenario  if  prices  hit  $150/

barrel.

The  UAE’s  diplomatic  advisor  Anwar

Gargash  condemned  Iran’s  strategy  as

"psychological  warfare" designed  to  hide

military  impotence  by  targeting  neutral

Arab neighbors.

AI and Technology Policy in Warfare

Evidence has emerged that AI systems like

"Lavender" and "Gospel" are being used for

high-speed  target  acquisition  in  Iran,

leading  to  questions  about  the  lack  of

human oversight.

There  is  a  growing  dispute  between  the

Trump administration and tech companies

like Anthropic, as the government attempts

to remove contractual restrictions on using

AI for autonomous lethal strikes.

The US is utilizing a "hybrid digital-physical

battlefield,"  combining  coordinated  cyber

operations with  low-cost  kamikaze  drones

(LUCAS) modeled after Iranian designs.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The Rise of

Russia and China

Russia is emerging as the primary winner,

SNAP-ing up market  share as  India  snap-

purchases  30  million  barrels of  Russian

crude in two weeks.

China  is  leveraging  its  preparendness  (4

months of reserves) to ignore Trump’s calls

for  a  coalition,  instead  negotiating  safe

passage for its own flagged vessels directly

with the IRGC.

Oman’s  foreign  minister  warned  that  the

real  objective  of  the  war  is  to  prevent  a

Palestinian  state and  reshape  the  region

through force.

Regulatory  Environment  and  Media

Control

In  a  move  described  as  a  "threat  to  the

public trust," the chair of the FCC warned

that  US  broadcasters could  lose  their

licenses  if  they  air  "distortions"  or  un-

patriotic news about the war.

Israel continues a tight military censorship

regime,  making  it  impossible  to

independently verify the extent of damage

to  its  internal  military  and  intelligence

assets from Iranian cluster munitions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  US  administration  is  operating  under

expansive interpretations of Executive power,

bypassing traditional Congressional oversight.

Legislative  and  procedural  emergency

measures are being used in both the US and

Israel  to  sustain  a  war  that  is  increasingly

unpopular  domestically  and  prohibitively

expensive. 

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Emergency  Defense  Procurement

(Israel): A $710 million allocation pushed

through the Israeli  cabinet via emergency

phone  poll  to  replenishment  of  combat

inventory.

National  Energy  Emergency  Executive

Order  (US): Trump’s  order  prioritizing

energy  production  over  the  Endangered

Species Act, allowing construction through

vital habitats to power AI data centers and

the military.
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Marine  Reinsurance  Commitment: A

proposed $20 billion commitment from the

US Development Finance Corp to support

Lloyds  of  London  in  insuring  ships

transiting the Gulf.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

UN Secretary General Press Conference

(Beirut): Antonio  Guterres  declared  that

Israel’s sweeping evacuation orders violate

international  law because  they  do  not

provide safety for civilians.

G7 Leaders Call: A confidential call where

G7 members urged Trump to "wind down"

the  conflict  to  avoid  a  global  recession,

which the White House ignored.

Closed-Door  Congressional  Briefings:

Members  of  the  US  House  and  Senate

reported  receiving  no  clear  answers

regarding the justification for strikes or the

presence of boots on the ground.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Myth of Decapitation vs. Asymmetric

Reality

A central  theme of  the day is  the failure of

"total  air  supremacy"  to  achieve  strategic

objectives. Despite the US and Israel carrying

out  hundreds  of  "assassination  strikes"  and

"obliterating"  naval  bases,  the  Iranian

command  and  control  structure  remains

functional enough to launch its 48th wave of

missile attacks. The war has exposed a critical

flaw in US planning: the assumption that Iran

would collapse like a "house of cards" under

pressure. Instead, Iran is using its "Eye for an

Eye"  doctrine,  mirroring  every  attack  on  its

infrastructure by hitting a similar target in the

Gulf,  thereby  holding  the  global  economy

hostage to local tactical successes.

The Monetization of War Risk

We  are  seeing  the  emergence  of  a  two-tier

global  shipping  system.  While  most

commercial  vessels  are  paralyzed,

"risktakers" (primarily Greek shipowners) are

charging  six  times  the  market  rate—up  to

$600,000  per  day—to  transit  the  Gulf.  This

commodification of risk extends to human life,

with  crews  being  offered  five  times  their

salary  to  enter  the  "kill  box."  This  trend

suggests that even if the Strait is "opened" by

force, the cost of global trade has structurally

shifted higher, likely permanently embedding

inflation into the global supply chain.

The  End  of  Accountability  in  Targeted

Warfare

The  integration  of  AI  into  targeting  has

created  a  "fog  of  war"  that  is  significantly

thicker  than  in  previous  conflicts.  The

bombing of a girls'  school in Minab and the

killing of 12 medical workers in Lebanon are

being  dismissed  by  military  leaders  as

"precision  errors"  or  "AI-generated  lists."

Analysts argue that we are entering an era of

"AI  washing," where  machines  provide

plausible  deniability  for  war  crimes,  and

accountability is lost in the complexity of the

algorithms. This is causing a secondary war of

information,  where  the  administration

threatens  media  licenses  to  maintain  a

"patriotic" narrative against the grizzly reality

of civilian casualties.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  a  massive  spike  in  global  energy

prices if  the US attempts to use the 31st

MEU to seize Kharag Island; Iran will likely

respond by mining the Strait of Hormuz in

its entirety.

Civil  unrest  may erupt in Lebanon as the

IDF  ground  incursion  triggers  internal

sectarian  strife among  displaced

populations competing for limited shelter in

non-traditionally Shia areas.

US  gas  prices  are  likely  to  hit  $7  per

gallon,  potentially  triggering  a  political

crisis  for the Trump administration ahead

of the midterms.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

A "Stagflation Tsunami" is likely to hit the

US and EU, forcing the Federal Reserve to

abandon interest rate cuts despite slowing

growth.

The  withdrawal  of  financial  elites from

Dubai  and  Abu  Dhabi  could  lead  to  a

permanent  shift  in  the  Gulf's  status  as  a

safe haven for global capital.

Russia will likely secure a "sanctions-free"

energy  corridor  to  Europe  if  the  winter

heating  crisis  becomes  existential  for  the

EU.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The failure of the US security umbrella in

the Gulf will lead to a permanent strategic

realignment,  with  Saudi  Arabia  and  the

UAE  seeking  formal  security  pacts  with

China and Russia.

A  move  toward  "Endogenous  Energy"

(renewables and nuclear) will accelerate in

Asia  as  a  national  security  imperative,

eventually  decoupling  the  Asian  economy

from Middle Eastern crude.

The UN’s "Blue Helmet" era will likely end

as UNIFIL is disbanded in 2026, replaced

by unilateral  "buffer zones" and high-tech

frontier surveillance.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomatic  Decoupling: European  and

Asian states should continue bypassing US-

led military  coalitions  to  negotiate  direct

"safe passage" deals with Tehran to protect

their energy imports.

Humanitarian  Protection: The

international  community  must  force  the

reopening of the Rafah crossing, as Gaza is

being  used  as  an  "unintended  pressure

valve" for the wider regional conflict.

Arms  Control: A  new  treaty  on

autonomous  weapon  systems is  urgently

required  to  prevent  "AI-washing"  from

becoming  the  global  standard  for  state-

sponsored assassination.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Redundancy: Companies

reliant on urea or petrochemicals from the

Gulf  should  immediately  seek  alternatives

in  the  Atlantic  basin,  as  the  Hormuz

bottleneck is now a long-term risk.

Insurance  Vigilance: Expect  a  total

restructuring  of  maritime  insurance;  the

$20  billion  US  government  backstop  is

likely  a  "band-aid"  that  won't  survive  a

single sunk carrier.
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Sector  Shift: Shift  capital  toward  EV

infrastructure and  battery  technology,

which are transitioning from environmental

goals to core economic security assets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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