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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS

FRACTURE UNDER US-IRAN

WARFARE WHILE TAIWAN FACES

DOMESTIC CRISES IN JUVENILE

JUSTICE AND ARTIFICIAL

REPRODUCTION POLICY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 14, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of

global instability as the military confrontation

between the United States and Iran escalates

into a direct assault on energy infrastructure.

Following US strikes on Iran’s Kharg Island,

which handles 90% of the nation’s oil exports,

Iran  has  retaliated  by  targeting  US military

assets across the Middle East,  including the

reported  destruction  of  multiple  KC-135

tankers.  This  "tanker  war"  has  propelled

global  oil  prices  toward  $200  per  barrel,

forcing  diverse  nations  to  implement

draconian energy rationing measures, ranging

from  New  Zealand's  "no-car  days"  to

mandatory  four-day  work  weeks  in  the

Philippines. Paradoxically, Russia has emerged

as  a  primary  beneficiary,  netting

approximately  4.8  billion  TWD daily  in

windfall profits as energy-hungry nations like

India  and  China  pivot  toward  discounted

Russian crude and RMB-settled Iranian oil.

In Taiwan, the geopolitical tension is mirrored

by  deep  domestic  polarization.  The

Kuomintang (KMT) is aggressively pursuing a

"peace through dialogue" strategy, with Chair

Zheng  Li-wen  confirming  plans  for  a  high-

stakes Zheng-Xi meeting in the first half of the

year.  This  move  has  drawn  sharp  rebukes

from the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP),

which characterizes the outreach as a fantasy

that  undermines  national  security.

Simultaneously,  the  Taiwanese  public  is

mobilizing  against  perceived  failures  in  the

"Rule  of  Law."  Hundreds  gathered  at  the

Legislative Yuan to demand a hardline reform

of the Juvenile Event Protection Act, following

a lenient sentencing for the perpetrators of a

high-profile "school slasher" case that has left

the public feeling exposed to predatory youth

violence.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  US-Iran  "Oil  War"  and  Global

Contagion

US forces conducted high-intensity strikes

on  Kharg  Island,  devastating  Iran's  oil

export  capacity and  prompting  Iranian

threats to permanently close the Strait  of

Hormuz. 

Iran  claimed the  successful  downing  of  a

US KC-135 refueling aircraft in Iraq, with

further  missile  attacks  reported  on  US-

linked airbases in Saudi Arabia. 

The  US  Department  of  Defense  has

authorized  the  deployment  of  2,500

additional Marines and amphibious assault

ships to the Middle East to secure shipping

lanes. 
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Global  Energy  Rationing  and  Economic

Shifts

New Zealand, Australia, and Thailand have

implemented emergency energy protocols,

including air conditioning limits and remote

work mandates to curb fuel consumption. 

Iran  is  reportedly  considering  reopening

the Strait of Hormuz exclusively for vessels

settling trades in Chinese Renminbi (RMB),

signaling  a  major  challenge  to  the

petrodollar. 

Airline ticket prices have surged by 35% to

70%,  with  Vietnam Airlines reporting  the

highest hikes due to reliance on imported

fuel. 

Taiwan's  Cross-Strait  and  Domestic

Political Turmoil

KMT  Chair  Zheng  Li-wen  challenged  the

DPP to  abolish  its  "Independence Clause"

as  a  precondition  for  lasting  cross-strait

peace. 

KMT New Taipei City mayoral candidate Li

Sichuan faced intense scrutiny and "smear

campaigns"  regarding  the  use  of  AI-

generated images in campaign materials. 

The "Baishatun Mazu" pilgrimage continues

to draw hundreds of thousands of followers,

serving  as  a  rare  cultural  unifying  force

amid political fragmentation. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI Ethics and Information Sovereignty

A  significant  academic  integrity  scandal

emerged  at  National  Chengchi  University

after  a  PhD  student  used  AI  to  fabricate

citations,  leading  to  a  professor's  name

being attached to non-existent research. 

The Ministry of Digital Affairs is under fire

for  failing  to  block  fraudulent

advertisements on  Meta  (Facebook),

despite the platform's "passive" compliance

with 24-hour take-down requests. 

National Security and Military Readiness

The  Legislative  Yuan  has  finalized  a  380

billion  TWD military  procurement  budget,

though  22  legislators  were  criticized  for

skipping  the  session  while  publicly

advocating  for  "Anti-China"  defense

measures. 

A  New  Taipei  City  police  officer  was

arrested for swapping service weapons for

model  guns  and  blanks,  raising  critical

concerns  about  internal  police  discipline

and logistics security. 

Energy Security

The global spike in oil prices is expected to

increase inflation in Taiwan, with logistics

and  manufacturing  sectors  facing

immediate margin compression. 

Public  debate  has  intensified  over  the

government's  ability  to  maintain  fuel

subsidies as global prices remain volatile. 

Domestic Stability and Social Order

Public  outrage  over  the  Juvenile  Event

Protection  Act  has  peaked,  with  victims'

families calling for "life sentences for youth

killers,"  arguing that current laws protect

perpetrators over victims. 

A surge in "black-on-black" crime in Taipei,

including a 2 million TWD cryptocurrency

heist outside Yangming Hospital, indicates

an evolving landscape for organized crime. 
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  this  week  has  been

dominated by controversial social reforms and

military  spending.  The  Executive  Yuan’s

proposed  "Artificial  Reproduction  Act"  has

sparked  a  fierce  debate  over  surrogacy  and

reproductive  rights,  while  the  Legislative

Yuan  faces  immense  public  pressure  to

overhaul the "School Slasher" laws.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Juvenile  Event  Protection  Act  Reform

Proposal: Following  public  protests,

legislators are debating whether to remove

protections for minors who commit violent

felonies,  allowing  for  harsher  sentencing

and public identification of offenders. 

Artificial  Reproduction  Act

Amendment: A polarizing bill  that would

allow  surrogacy  and  expand  access  to

single women and LGBTQ+ couples. Critics

argue  it  commodifies  women's  bodies,

while proponents, including legislator Chen

Zhao-zi, frame it as a fundamental right for

those with uterine conditions. 

Special  Military  Procurement

Regulations: Finalized  funding  for

asymmetric  defense  capabilities,  though

plagued  by  partisan  bickering over

legislative attendance and oversight. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

KMT Chair Press Conference: Zheng Li-

wen  confirmed  a  timeline  for  cross-strait

talks between  April  and  June,  urging  the

government  to  prioritize  regional  stability

over ideological purity. 

School Slasher Case Protest: Families of

the victims held a rally  at  the Legislative

Yuan  demanding  the  "abolishment  of  the

evil law" that allows violent youth to apply

for parole after just two years. 

Li Sichuan Nomination Rally: A display

of  "Blue  Camp"  unity  aimed  at  the  New

Taipei  City  election,  emphasizing  a

"Northern Taiwan Alliance" of mayors. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Energy  and  the

Rise of the Petro-Yuan

The  current  US-Iran  conflict  is  accelerating

the fragmentation of the global energy order.

Iran’s  specific  proposal  to  bypass  the  US

Dollar  in  favor  of  RMB  settlement for  oil

passage is  not  merely  a  tactic  of  war but  a

strategic  maneuver  to  leverage  Chinese

economic  power  against  US  military

dominance. As Russia simultaneously captures

record  profits from  the  resulting  supply

crunch,  a  "bloc-based"  energy  market  is

forming,  with  US-allied  nations  facing  steep

rationing while  others  find a  "backdoor"  via

the RMB-Russian-Iranian triangle. This trend

threatens  to  permanently  de-link  energy

security from US naval hegemony.

Taiwan's  Domestic  Polarization:  The

Sovereignty vs. Safety Divide

Taiwanese  politics  is  currently  operating  on

two  disparate  planes.  At  the  elite  level,  the

debate  remains  centered  on  cross-strait

positioning and military posture. However, at

the  grassroots  level,  there  is  a  burgeoning

"safety  crisis"  narrative.  The  intersection  of

the  juvenile  justice protests,  the  surge  in

drug-related  road  fatalities,  and  police

corruption  suggests  a  public  that  perceives
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the state  capacity  to  provide basic  order  as

declining.  The  government’s  focus  on  high-

level geopolitics is increasingly seen by some

as a distraction from a deteriorating domestic

security environment.

The  Algorithmic  Threat:  AI  and  the

Erosion of Truth

The  use  of  AI  in  both  academic  fraud and

political  campaigning  represents  a  new

frontier  of  risk  for  Taiwan’s  information

environment.  When  a  PhD  student  can

successfully  manufacture  plausible-sounding

research using  fake  citations,  the  "cost  of

truth"  increases  for  all  institutions.

Furthermore, the inability of the government

to hold social media platforms accountable for

AI-driven scams indicates a significant gap in

digital  sovereignty,  where  international  tech

giants  operate  with  impunity  while  local

citizens bear the financial and social costs of

fraud.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant  surge  in  consumer  inflation  as

airline ticket prices and transport costs feed

into  the  supply  chain.  Domestic  protests

regarding juvenile law are likely to intensify,

potentially  forcing  the  DPP  government  to

fast-track a more punitive legislative version

to avoid appearing "soft  on crime" ahead of

upcoming  elections.  Security  patrols around

key infrastructure and transit hubs in Taiwan

will  likely increase to prevent "lone wolf" or

randomly  violent  crimes  that  have  rattled

public confidence.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The proposed

Zheng-Xi  meeting will  be  the defining event

for  cross-strait  relations  in  2026.  If  it

proceeds, it could create a temporary thaw in

military  tension  but  will  likely  trigger  a

massive  domestic  counter-reaction  from  the

DPP and its supporters, further deepening the

island’s social  divide. Global energy markets

will likely find a "new normal" at higher price

points, leading to permanent structural shifts

toward  energy-saving  industries  and

potentially a renewed push for nuclear energy

in Taiwan and Southeast Asia.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): The

institutionalization  of  RMB-based  energy

trade could  significantly  weaken  the  US

ability  to  utilize  financial  sanctions  as  a

primary  tool  of  statecraft.  For  Taiwan,  the

resolution of the demographic crisis through

technologies  like  artificial  reproduction  and

surrogacy  will  become  a  survival  issue,

though  the  current  legislative  impasse

suggests that social conservatism and feminist

critiques will delay any meaningful population

recovery. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Global  energy  security  strategies  must

pivot  from  "just-in-time"  supply  to

diversified  strategic  reserves as  shipping

lanes  through  the  Middle  East  become

chronically unreliable. 

Diplomatic  pressure  should  be  applied  to

platform providers (Meta, etc.)  to develop

robust  cross-border  mechanisms for

blocking AI-generated fraud, as it is now a

primary  tool  for  both  crime  and  political

destabilization. 

Western allies should monitor the KMT-CCP

outreach closely, as it represents a viable,

albeit  controversial,  alternative  to  the

current regional security architecture. 
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Risk: High  fuel  costs  will

disproportionately  affect  low-margin  air

and sea freight sectors; companies should

accelerate the shift to regional, near-shored

manufacturing  to  mitigate  transport

volatility. 

Information  Risk: Corporate  R&D

departments  must  implement  AI-

verification  protocols for  all  internal  and

external research to avoid the reputational

damage  seen  in  recent  academic

"hallucination" scandals. 

Investment  Opportunity: The  surrogacy

and assisted reproduction market in Taiwan

and  Asia  is  poised  for  massive  growth  if

legislative barriers are lowered to address

the "world-lowest" birth rates. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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