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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL CRISIS: WAR WITH IRAN

STRAINS ALLIANCES & ENERGY STABILITY (WEEK 3)

‘ Strait of Hormuz
J |

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: U.S.-Israel high-intensity strikes on Kharg Island (90% oil exports). Iran asymmetric
strikes & blockade drive oil towards $120/barrel. Global security architecture faces significant stress test.

THE CATALYST: GLOBAL ENERGY SHOCK & MARKET VOLATILITY

Oil Prices Spike due to Hormuz Blockade.  U.S. Eases Russian Oil Sanctions
Strategic Reserves at Risk (20 days supply). to Stabilize Markets, Effectively
Market Crash Looming by March 31? Funding Moscow's War.

SYSTEMIC & REGULATORY STRAIN

AMAZON MARKET DOMINANCE:
‘MRA’ System 'Tortures' Vendors.
EU DMA Investigations Ongoing.

Merz (Germany) Demands Roadmap to End War, Criticizes HUMANITARIAN CRISIS & LAW UNDER SIEGE:
U.S. Russian Policy. NATO Cohesion Fracturing. « Sudan & Somalia Facing Mass Deaths

as Western Funding Cuts.

GERMANY'S POLITICAL TURMOIL: ELECTION « Russian Recruitment of Africans
SPD ‘Disastrous’ Regional @ Under False Pretenses.
Defeat; AfD Surges. ’ 7 Q\ J + U.S. Drone Strikes Collateral Damage

A Government Stability s h
Threatened by Energy Costs. in Somalia.

RULE OF LAW & IMPUNITY:
GULF ST!-\TES ANXIETY: « Epstein Scandal Highlights
Feeling ‘Left Out to Dry’ by U.S. Culture of Elite Impunity.

Turning to New Partners « U.S. Sexual Crime
(Saudi-Pak, UAE-India). == Y Conviction Rate Below 4%. tmm==

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

WEAPONIZATION OF ‘SHADOW ECONOMY’: | END OF ‘WESTERN UNIFIED FRONT: PARADOX OF DIGITAL FREEDOM:
State use of Criminal Networks Ideological Divide within NATO. Platforms as Tools of Both
(Iran-gangs, Russia-mercenaries). Germany in Survival Mode. Liberation & Oppression
Complicates Deterrence. I (e.g., Amazon Algorithmic Control).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT: TIMELINE & RISKS
SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): : MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
‘Magic Date’ Mar 31. Shift to Chinese Yuan for Oil Trade. AfD Likely to Govern First
Strategic Reserves Exhausted? Challenge to Dollar Supremacy. State in Germany.

Market Crash & Al Stock Bubble Burst Risk.  Russia Re-establishes Oil Export Role.  Race for ‘White Hydrogen’ Restructures
Germany's Fate (Mar 22). Energy Alliances Post-2026.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: FOR PRIVATE SECTOR:
« Prioritize Health/Humanitarian Diplomacy Off-Ramp. | < Diversify Supply Chains from Amazon.
« Close Legal Loopholes on Mercenaries. « Prepare for Stricter EU Al/Health Data Regulations.
« Monitor West Bank Settler Violence. « Invest in Geologic (‘White’) Hydrogen Research.
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GLOBAL ENERGY STABILITY AND
WESTERN ALLIANCES STRAINED AS
WAR WITH IRAN ENTERS THIRD
WEEK

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security architecture is facing its
most significant stress test in decades as the
joint U.S.-Israeli military campaign against
Iran enters its third week. A major escalation
occurred today with U.S. forces conducting
high-intensity strikes on Iran's Kharg Island,
the primary terminal for 90% of the country’s
oil exports. While President Donald Trump
stated that only military infrastructure was
"obliterated," the threat to destroy oil
facilities remains a leverage point to force the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz. Iran has
responded with asymmetric strikes, including
drone attacks on UAE oil depots and the U.S.
Embassy in Baghdad, while maintaining a
blockade that has driven crude oil prices
toward $120 per barrel.

In Europe, the economic and political fallout
is fracturing coalition cohesion. German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz has broken with
Washington’s tone, demanding a roadmap to
end the war and sharply criticizing the Trump

administration's decision to ease sanctions on
Russian o0il to stabilize markets. This
diplomatic rift coincides with domestic
political shifts in Germany, where the center-
left SPD suffered a "disastrous" regional
election defeat in Baden-Wirttemberg,
signaling a potential collapse of the federal
government’s stability as voters react to
skyrocketing energy prices and lackluster
economic growth.

Beyond the kinetic conflict, the day's reports
highlight a deepening crisis in international
law and corporate regulation. From the
systemic "MRA" punishment catalogs used by
Amazon to control global vendors to the
recruitment of African nationals by Russia
under false pretenses for its frontline in
Ukraine, the global rule of law is increasingly
under siege. Humanitarian crises in Sudan
and Somalia are further exacerbated by
shifting Western military priorities and
funding cuts, suggesting a long-term
degradation of state capacity in the Global
South.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S.-Israel Escalation on Kharg Island

* U.S. Central Command executed massive
bombing raids against military targets on
Kharg Island, Iran’s "crown jewel" oil hub.

* President Trump issued a conditional
threat: oil infrastructure will be spared only
if Iran ensures safe passage through the
Strait of Hormuz.

* U.S. media reports the deployment of
amphibious assault units and 2,500

Marines to the region, signaling a potential
shift toward ground operations.
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Global
Volatility

Energy Shock and Market

* Qil prices have spiked to between $100 and
$120 a barrel due to the blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz.

» Strategic oil reserves (400 million barrels)
are being released, but analysts warn this
only covers 20 days of supply, with a
potential market crash looming if the war
lasts past March.

* The U.S. is controversially easing sanctions
on Russian oil to offset Middle East
disruptions, effectively funding Moscow's
war in Ukraine.

German Domestic Political Realignment

*In the Baden-Wirttemberg regional
election, the Green Party’s Jem Ozdemir
secured a victory through a pragmatic,
conservative-leaning platform.

e The SPD collapsed to 5.5% of the vote,
while the far-right AfD surged to over 18%,
threatening the '"firewall' of non-
cooperation in upcoming eastern state
elections.

* Chancellor Merz is facing pressure from
German industry, which reports a 10% drop
in_export orders due to energy costs and

geopolitical uncertainty.

Amazon Market Dominance and

Regulatory Scrutiny

* Internal documents reveal Amazon uses a
Metri Reportin nd Analyti MRA
system to "torture" vendors into price
parity through "buy box" withdrawals.

 The EU’s Digital Markets Act (DMA) has
completed its first year, with six cases
opened against tech giants, though insiders
fear retaliation for testifying.

Humanitarian Crisis and Human Rights
Violations

* Sudan is nearing a tipping point of mass
deaths as donor countries cut funding for
the world's largest humanitarian crisis.

e Families in Kenya are demanding the

return of sons duped into fighting for the

Russian military in Ukraine under the guise
of "driver" jobs.

* Somali civilians report significant collateral
damage from intensified U.S. drone strikes
against Al-Shabab under the Trump
administration.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security The war has exposed the
extreme vulnerability of the global supply
chain. Iran’s "escalation dominance" is rooted
in its ability to choke 20% of world oil/gas
transit. The U.S. pivot to American-produced
LNG provides a safety net for some, but the
global south is being priced out of fertilizer
and fuel, threatening systemic breakdown.

National Security and Asymmetric
Warfare Security experts highlight Iran's
shift toward "spray and pray" cyberattacks,
exemplified by an intrusion into the Striker
medical device group. Iran is also utilizing
criminal networks like the Foxtrot and Rumba
networks to project power in Europe through

simplistic but terrifying low-level bombings.

Al and Technology Policy Artificial
Intelligence is rapidly professionalizing
sports, from injury prevention wearables to
autonomous line judges at Wimbledon.
However, governance is lagging; the EU Al
Act is viewed as only the "foothills" of
necessary regulation, especially concerning

biochemical data protection for athletes.
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Geopolitical Power Dynamics The Gulf
States (GCC) are in a state of high anxiety,
feeling "left out to dry" by the U.S. and Israel.
Strategic shifts are occurring as Saudi Arabia
signs defense pacts with Pakistan and the
UAE turns toward India, signaling a long-term
erosion of U.S. security provision dominance
in the region.

Rule of Law and Corporate Accountability
The ongoing Jeffrey Epstein scandal continues
to highlight a "culture of impunity" for the
ultra-wealthy. Survivors report that the U.S.
Department of Justice has not met with them
during file reviews, while the conviction rate
for sexual crimes remains below 4% in the
U.S., fueling public rage against elite
institutions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative efforts across the globe are
attempting to address rapid technological
shifts and long-standing social inequities,
though enforcement remains inconsistent.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Digital Markets Act (EU): In force since
March 2024, now entering a critical
enforcement phase with six investigations

into gatekeeper platforms.

* Somalia New Constitution: Signed into
law to enable direct voting, though regional
leaders in Puntland and Jubaland are
currently boycotting the centralization of
power.

* Sweden Sperm Donation Identifiability
Law: Mandates that offspring can access
donor identities at age 18, leading to a
push for a unified European donor register.

* Married Person's Equality Act
(Namibia): Part of a suite of laws helping
the country rank in the Top 10 for gender
parity globally.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Merz-NATO Exercise (Norway):
Chancellor Merz used the sidelines of a
military maneuver to issue a high-level
diplomatic call for an end to the Iran
conflict.

* FTC v. Amazon: Ongoing 172-page anti-
trust lawsuit in the U.S. focused on the
monopolistic use of the "buy box."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the "Shadow
Economy" A recurring theme is the reliance
on non-traditional actors to conduct state
policy. Iran is using criminal drug gangs to
target embassies in Europe, while Russia uses
"rogue agents" to recruit African mercenaries.
This trend suggests that state actors are
increasingly operating through layers of
deniability, complicating

deterrence and diplomatic recourse.

traditional

The End of the "Western Unified Front"
The Iran war has created a profound
ideological divide within NATO. While Trump
pursues "drill baby drill" and regime
resistance until the end, Germany and Canada
are shifting toward "health diplomacy" and
international law. Merz’s refusal to "lecture"
the U.S. while simultaneously postponing
structural reforms due to oil shocks indicates
a German government in survival mode.

The Paradox of Digital Freedom
Technological platforms are presented as both
tools of liberation and oppression. While a
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Malawian entrepreneur builds a history tour

business via Instagram, Amazon is alleged to

be siphoning economic output from the
German economy through algorithmic

manipulation. The "freedom" offered by the
digital space is increasingly contingent on the
gatekeeper's terms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) The "magic date" of
March 31 looms for oil traders. If the Iran
conflict does not see a de-escalation by then,
strategic reserves will be exhausted, and a full
market crash—particularly in Al-overvalued
stocks—is predicted. In Germany, the SPD's
next performance in Rhineland-Palatinate on
March 22 will determine if the national
coalition collapses.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) Expect a shift
in global oil trade toward Chinese Yuan as
Iran allows passage for ships avoiding the U.S.
dollar. This will present a significant challenge
to the dollar’s supremacy. Russia will likely re-
establish its role as a global oil exporter,
bypassing Western attempts to isolate it
through the current Middle East instability.

Long Term (1-5 Years) The "firewall" in
German politics against the AfD is likely to
break at the local level in Saxony-Anhalt,
potentially leading to the first far-right-
governed state in post-war Germany. Globally,
the race for "white hydrogen" in the Alps
could begin to restructure energy alliances,
moving away from fossil fuel dependencies
that have triggered the current 2026 crisis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

e Allies must  prioritize  health and
humanitarian diplomacy as a neutral off-
ramp for the Iran conflict to mitigate the
risk of systemic global collapse.

* The international community must address
the legal loophole regarding mercenaries,
as the recruitment of desperate nationals
from the Global South for foreign wars is
rising.

Strengthening the monitoring of settler
violence in the West Bank is essential to
prevent a secondary regional explosion
while global attention is focused on the
Gulf.

For Private Sector / Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers must
diversify away from Amazon-dependence to
avoid MRA-related sales crashes and price
manipulation.

* Regulatory Compliance: Companies
using Al for health or sports data must
prepare for ricter E regulation
regarding biological data privacy.

* Investment Opportunity: Geologic
hydrogen ("white hydrogen") research in

Switzerland and Italy represents a high-

reward frontier for clean energy portfolios
as the fossil fuel market remains volatile.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
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scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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