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SERBIA ACCELERATES REGIONAL
ARMS RACE WITH CHINESE
MISSILE ACQUISITIONS AMID A
ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST WAR
AND DOMESTIC ELECTORAL
VOLATILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 14, 2026, is defined by a dangerous
convergence of regional rearmament and
global conflict. In the Balkans, Serbia has
significantly altered the security architecture
by confirming the acquisition of supersonic
ballistic missiles from China, provocatively
nicknamed "ZagrebcCanke" by pro-government
media due to their range. This move has
triggered an immediate diplomatic crisis with
Croatia, seeking NATO
intervention. Domestically, the Serbian
administration is grappling with a rising tide
of student-led political activism ahead of the
March 29 local elections. Reports of systemic
intimidation, arbitrary dismissals of opposition
candidates, and the use of state-owned
defense factories as ‘'"voting machines"
suggest a deepening of state capture and a
fragile domestic social order.

which is now

Globally, the conflict between the United
States and Iran has entered its second week
with "Operation Ebony Fury." US leadership
claims the new
incapacitated, yet Tehran continues to project
power through Al-Quds Day marches and
strikes on US logistics in Iraq. The economic
fallout is acute, with oil prices hovering near
$100 per barrel despite temporary US waivers
on Russian o0il to
Simultaneously, the ethics of military Al have
reached a breaking point, as major tech firms
like Anthropic refuse to participate in
autonomous  warfare programs, while
competitors like OpenAl pivot toward
deepening defense contracts.

Iranian 1 r is

stabilize markets.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Regional Rearmament and Ballistic
Proliferation
o Serbia confirmed the purchase of
Chinese hypersonis/supersonic missiles,
making it the only European nation to
possess such weaponry. Croatia has

officially protested to NATO regarding
the threat to regional stability.

o President Vuci¢ justifies the buildup by
citing a ‘"military alliance" forming
between Croatia, Albania, and Kosovo
intended to attack Serbia during a
broader European-Russian escalation.
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* Operation Ebony Fury: US-Iran War

Escalation

o The Pentagon claims victory is imminent,
alleging that Mojtaba Khamenei was
wounded in operations, though Tehran
continues to issue written commands
and lead mass marches.

o A US KC-135 tanker crashed in Iraq
following a mid-air collision with a
damaged fighter, killing all six crew
members, while pro-Iranian groups claim
a shoot-down.

]

Millions marched in Tehran for Al-Quds

Day despite ongoing aerial bombardment

of civilian and military infrastructure.

* Serbian Local Election Volatility

o Student-led lists are challenging
established power structures in 10
municipalities, reporting police
intimidation and "phantom  lists"

designed to dilute their vote share.

o In Lucani, the Milan Blagojevi¢ defense
factory is accused of functioning as a
rtisan  logisti hub, pressuring
workers to provide "safe votes" for the
ruling party.

* Kosovo Institutional Attrition

° A new Law on Strangers takes effect,
threatening the residency of Serbian
healthcare and education workers in
Kosovo.

o Interim 12-month residency permits
have been negotiated to prevent an
immediate collapse of essential services,
though long-term  status

precarious.

remains

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Security Architecture

The acquisition of Chinese missiles signifies
a shift in Serbia’s strategic alignment,
moving further from European security
integration and closer to an independent,
high-tech deterrent model.

The US-Iran conflict has led to the
activation of the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, with 172 million barrels released
to combat the 20% rise in domestic fuel
prices.

Al & Technology Policy

A rift has formed in Silicon Valley over
military AI; Anthropic refused Pentagon
contracts that removed prohibitions on
mass surveillance and autonomous killing,
while OpenAl accepted them.

Digital sovereignty is a growing priority in
Europe, with movements encouraging the
abandonment of US-owned platforms like
WhatsApp and ChatGPT in favor of
decentralized "Fediverse" alternatives.

Australia’s ban on social media for
under-16s is serving as a global pilot for
age-verification technologies, though
enforcement remains vulnerable to bypass
methods.

Corruption & Rule of Law

Serbian judicial independence is under
severe strain; a female prosecutor in
Subotica was targeted in an arson attack,
highlighting the lack of legal protections

for the judiciary.
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e Internal criticism within the Serbian
judiciary points to a "decades-long silence"
and institutional inertia that has allowed
the executive branch to dominate legal
proceedings.

Energy Security

e The Iranian "Hark Island" export terminal,
responsible for 90% of Iran's oil exports,
was targeted by US strikes, though Tehran
denies structural damage.

* The Strait of Hormuz remains a critical
chokepoint, with Iran allegedly mining the
area to disrupt the 20 million barrels of oil
passing through monthly.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity focused on crisis
management in Kosovo and emergency
energy stabilization in the United States,
alongside a continued debate on the definition
of judicial and pro-labor rights in Serbia.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Kosovo Law on Strangers (Law on
Foreigners): Regulates the residency of
non-Kosovo citizens; its application to
Serbian staff in health and education is
viewed by Serbs as a tool for institutional
expulsion.

Serbian Law on War Memorials: Critics
argue current legislation prevents the
proper memorialization of 1990s-era transit
camps and sites of suffering, favoring a
nationalist narrative.

* US Sanctions Waiver: A 30-day Treasury
license allowing the sale of Russian oil
currently at sea to stabilize global markets
during the Iran conflict.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Pentagon Briefing: Defense Secretary Pit

Hegseth claimed military superiority in Iran

but faced questioning over the strike on an
Iranian school and the use of outdated
intelligence.

e Radar Forum: Economist Ivan Ostoji¢

analyzed the 2030 Development Strategy,

critiquing Serbia's reliance on nominal GDP
growth rather than real productivity and
innovation.

e Zborovi  Anniversary: Neighborhood
assemblies in Belgrade marked one year of

direct democracy activism, emphasizing

local urban and environmental issues.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Historical

Revisionism

A recurring theme is the failure of transitional
justice in the Balkans, now manifesting as
contemporary political conflict. The dispute
over the Spens facility in Novi Sad—alleged
by some to be a 1991 transit camp—highlights
how unresolved 1990s history can still trigger
concert cancellations and nationalist hate
speech in 2026. This trend suggests that
without a common factual baseline for the
wars of the 1990s, regional cultural and
economic integration will remain perpetually
hostage to nationalist provocations.

The "Digital Dragnat” and the End of
Privacy

The integration of Big Tech into law
enforcement and military operations has
reached unprecedented levels. In the US, the

use of Silicon Valley algorithms to drive ICE

raids demonstrates how predictive analytics
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turn everyday consumer data into a
surveillance map. This trend is mirrored
globally, with Al-driven facial recognition
being deployed in hotspots from the UK to
Gaza, signaling a global shift toward a "glass-
house"  society @ where  anonymity is
technologically impossible.

Economic "Potemkin Villages"

Strategic analysts are alarms
regarding the Serbian government’s use of
nominal GDP figures to mask a lack of
structural innovation and real wealth growth.
By focusing on infrastructure
spending and low-value foreign investment,
the state is creating a surface-level prosperity
that ignores high corruption and a massive
brain drain. The promised "humanoid robots"
by 2030 are viewed by experts as marketing
mirages rather than viable industrial goals.

raising

massive

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect
heightened unrest in Serbian municipalities
as local election campaigns reach their
peak. The March 15 protests in Belgrade
will be a Dbellwether for student-led
opposition strength. In the Middle East, the
Al-Quds Day escalation will likely lead to a

new round of US retaliatory strikes on
Tehran’s urban core.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
delivery of Chinese missiles will likely
prompt re-evaluations of NATQ’s presence
in the Balkans. Energy markets will remain
volatile as the 30-day Russian oil waiver
expires, potentially forcing the US into a
permanent policy shift on Russian sanctions
to maintain domestic stability.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): Serbia’s pivot
toward non-European arms and technology
providers may lead to a structural
decoupling from the EU integration path.
Globally, the successful deployment of bio-
inspired micro-drones and Al agents will
redefine the theater of war, moving it from
large-scale naval
decentralized, autonomous urban combat.

maneuvers to

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* NATO should establish a de-confliction
channel to address the introduction of
ballistic missiles into the Serbian-Croatian
border regions to prevent a miscalculation.

* EU regulators must monitor the Kosovo
Law on Strangers to ensure it does not
facilitate a "silent exodus" of the Serbian
minority through administrative attrition.

* Global bodies need to define a clear ethical
framework for the use of Large Language
Models (LLMs) in military intelligence to
avoid "automated atrocities."

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Ongoing tensions in
the Strait of Hormuz require immediate
diversification of energy supply chains to
avoid the $150/barrel oil scenario.

* Regulatory Compliance: Investors in

Serbian infrastructure must conduct deep
state-funded
construction projects are increasingly used
for illicit capital flows.

rruption its, as
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* Innovation Opportunity: There is a
significant  market for  privacy-first,
ntraliz igital infrastr re as
public trust in US-owned Big Tech
platforms continues to erode.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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