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THE US-ISRAELI WAR ON IRAN:

GLOBAL ENERGY FRACTURE & THE PETRO-DOLLAR'S EXISTENTIAL THREAT

THE CONFLICT CORE:
EXPANDED THEATERS &
ASYMMETRIC RESPONSE

THE ECONOMIC SHOCK:
STRATEGIC CHOKEHOLD &
PETRO-DOLLAR THREAT

SIEGE OF TEHRAN &
KUDS DAY MOBILIZATION

Rallies amid aerial bombardment;
Cultural sites targeted,
strengthening ‘resistance’ culture

EXPANDED FRONTS

SYRIA:
Assad Collapsed,
Chaos & Power
Vacuum. New

LEBANON:
Failed State,
700+ dead, mass
displacement. Israel
targeting financial
infrastructure.

AXIS OF RESISTANCE MOBILIZING

extremist figures,
Western Intel links?

Houthis & PMF targeting US assets,
threatening maritime choke points
(Bab al-Mandab).

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Worsening energy crisis
(India/Pakistan unrest),

Houthi Red Sea strikes likely.
|

civil unrest risk

HORMUZ INDEFINITELY SHUT:
Unprecedented Global Energy
Disruptions

PETRO-YUAN & PETRO-GOLD
CHALLENGE:
Iran considers Yuan payments,

direct threat to US Dollar status.
US Bond Market at risk.

ENERGY SECURITY & FRAGILITY

India: Severe

LPG Shortage, “Catastrophic

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
Structural energy market shift to
non-dollar currencies.

US “managed failure” in Lebanon/Syria?

(

Aramco warns of

Consequences”

SYSTEMIC GLOBAL CRISIS:
Asymmetric Warfare, Energy

. Insecurity, Geopolitical
Realignment. Tehran defiant
under heavy bombardment.

¢ Strait of Hormuz closure
trig?ers catastrophic oil spike.
US forced into paradoxica

easing of Russian crude sanctions.

GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT
& GOVERNANCE TRENDS

MULTIPOLAR SHIFT &
GCC DILEMMA

Russia & China leveraging
BRICS discussing alternative
connectivity like North-South Corridor
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GCC lobbying for de-escala;ion,
fear being Iranian targets

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

WEAPONIZED
CULTURAL
IDENTITY
Anciente Shift

DECOLONIZATION
OF INFORMATION
Narrative Shift

LAWFARE &
POLITICAL
IMPRISONMENT
Victor Bout Case

MESSIANIC DRIVE
IN POLICY
Eschatological
Goals

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Petro-dollar unraveﬁng, muIti-poJIar

system. 5
resilient Middle East defense structures.

| | <

POLICY IMPLICATIONS:
Prepare for permanent logistics shift.
lize security archi

es (bunkers, anti-drone).

—

PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
Supply Chain Risk (pivot to land routes).
Currency Volatility (Petro-Yuan risk).
Industrial Opportunity (anti-drone tech, alternative energy gadgets).
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THE US-ISRAELI WAR ON IRAN
ENTERS A WAR OF ATTRITION AS
GLOBAL ENERGY SUPPLY CHAINS

FRACTURE AND THE PETRO-
DOLLAR FACES AN EXISTENTIAL
THREAT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

As the US-Israeli military campaign against
Iran enters its third week, the conflict has
transitioned from a localized engagement into
a systemic global crisis characterized by
asymmetric warfare, energy insecurity,
and geopolitical realignment. The Iranian
leadership, now under Ayatollah Mojtaba
Khamenei, remains defiant despite heavy
bombardment of Tehran and other major
cities. The closure of the Strait of Hormuz has
triggered a catastrophic spike in global oil
prices, forcing the Trump administration into
a paradoxical easing of sanctions on Russian
crude to prevent a total collapse of Western
economies. This move highlights a significant
miscalculation in US strategic planning, as the
attempt to isolate Iran has inadvertently
increased the leverage of other multipolar
actors.

On the ground, the conflict has expanded into
multiple currently
attempting to turn Lebanon into a "failed
state" while simultaneously conducting
operations in Gaza and Syria. In Syria, the
Assad government has collapsed, leading
to a chaotic power vacuum reportedly filled by
figures with past extremist ties, allegedly
supported by Western intelligence.
Meanwhile, the "Axis of Resistance"—
including the Houthis in Yemen and the
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) in Irag—is
fully mobilizing, targeting US assets and
threatening further maritime choke points.
The convergence of these events suggests
that the US is struggling with an exit
strategy, as Iran pursues a long-term plan of
attrition designed to erode the status of the
US dollar and its military hegemony in the
Middle East.

theaters. Israel is

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Siege of Tehran and Kuds Day
Mobilization

» Massive Kuds Day rallies were held across

Iran and the Muslim world, serving as a
display of defiance against US-Israeli aerial
bombardment.

* Drone strikes targeted the rally route in
Tehran, with reports of educational centers
and kindergartens coming under fire,
though casualties were mitigated by the
resilience of the crowds.

* Over 40,000 civilian units in Iran have been
damaged or destroyed since the start of the
campaign, including historical sites listed
on the UNESCO World Cultural Heritage
list.
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Strategic Chokehold: Hormuz and Ukraine’s Intervention in the

the Petro-Yuan Middle East

e The Strait of Hormuz remains indefinitely * President Zelensky has offered military
shut to American and allied shipping, expertise and drone teams to assist US and
causing unprecedented global energy Israeli forces, seeking to maintain
disruptions. relevance as global attention shifts away

» Reports indicate Iran is considering from Eastern Europe.

allowing passage for vessels that make * Iran has declared Ukraine a legitimate
payments in Yuan, a direct challenge to the military target following Kiev’s meeting
petro-dollar system. with exiled Iranian monarchist Reza Pahlavi

« In response to the supply crisis, the US has and its support for anti-Tehran operations.

temporarily lifted sanctions on Russian oil

already at sea to provide a market cushion. KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
The Expansion of the Lebanese Energy Security and Economic Fragility
Front
* India is facing a severe LPG shortage,
e The death toll in Lebanon has exceeded forcing businesses to shut down and
700 in two weeks, with Israel using citizens to travel hundreds of kilometers for
psychological warfare tactics such as cooking fuel.
dropping leaflets with QR codes to solicit e The Saudi state oil giant Aramco has
informants against Hezbollah. warned of "catastrophic consequences" if
e Internal displacement in Lebanon has the war continues, as Gulf nations are
reached between 700,000 and one million caught between US military pressure and
people as Israel targets financial Iranian retaliatory capabilities.
institutions and civilian infrastructure. * The US bond market is at risk of crashing if
the dollar’'s status as the global reserve
The Collapse and Radicalization of currency is further undermined by the shift
Syria to national currencies in energy trades.
« Bashar al-Assad is reportedly in exile after Geopolitical Power Dynamics

a coordinated effort by Israel and Turkey to . _
remove him, leaving a former ISIS deputy * The GCC states (Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar)

leader in a position of power in Damascus. are 1 ing hard for de- lation, fearing
that being labeled part of a "US-Israel

access" makes them prime targets for
Iranian missiles.

* The new Syrian landscape is characterized
by a ‘"genocide against Christians,"

highlighting the wunintended or ignored . . o .
consequences of Western-backed regime * Russia and China are viewing the conflict

change. as a demise of the international system,

with Russia acting as a critical energy
supplier for China and India while the
Middle East is offline.
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* The BRICS bloc is discussing collective
responses to Western economic pressure,
focusing on connectivity projects like the
North-South Corridor that bypass Western-
controlled routes.

National
Warfare

Security and Asymmetric

* The US Pentagon is facing criticism for a
lack of strategic foresight, with analysts
pointing out that American bases in the
Gulf lack sufficient bunkers against
advanced Iranian missile swarms.

* A US refueling tanker crashed in western
Iraq, killing all six crew members; while the
Pentagon denies hostile fire, local reports
suggest Iraqi air defense systems may have
been involved.

* The Houthis have affirmed they are "with
their finger on the trigger" to close the Bab
al-Mandab strait, which would complete the
maritime encirclement of global trade.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

* The "Deep State" narrative is being utilized
by whistleblowers like John Kiriaku to
explain the nt influen
(specifically AIPAC) over American local
and national politics.

e Internal divisions within the Trump
administration are surfacing, with
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth accused of
being "jingoistic" and "delusional”
regarding Iran’s tactical situation.

* The succession of Ayatollah Mojtaba

Khamenei has consolidated a more
confrontational and explicit era of Iranian
leadership.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity @ has centered on
emergency funding and international pressure
tactics, though domestic opposition to the war
is mounting within the US. The UN Security
Council remains deadlocked, with the US and
Western allies vetoing resolutions that do not
explicitly condemn Iranian strikes while
ignoring the root causes of the escalation.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* US $90 Billion Ukraine Aid Package:
Currently blocked by Hungary in the ET,
while Zelensky seeks similar military
hardware from the US in exchange for
Middle East drone expertise.

* Iranian "Crushing Response" Mandate:
New Iranian leadership has issued explicit
warnings against any action targeting
Iranian national interests, codified in state
policy.

* Israeli Informant Law: An emergency
five-year jail sentence in Israel for taking
photos of missile impacts or damage to
military/civilian sites.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* UNESCO Briefing: Secretary General of
Iran's national commission blasted the US
and Israel for a "declaration of war against
a civilization" through the targeting of
historical sites.

* Pete Hegseth Press Statement: The US
Secretary of War accused Iranian
leadership of "cowering" and "hiding
underground,” a claim refuted by the
visible presence of Iranian officials at Kuds
Day rallies.
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* Vassily Nebenzia UN Address: The
Russian Ambassador called out

Washington’s lack of an "exit strategy" and

the failure of the "rules-based international
order" to apply laws consistently.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Cultural Identity

* The bombardment of Iranian cultural sites
is viewed by Tehran not as collateral
damage but as an intentional attack on
identity to break the national spirit. This
has backfired, strengthening the
"resistance" culture and making the Iranian
population more resilient to psychological
pressure.

The Decolonization of Information

* There is a growing movement in Africa and
the Global South to decolonize the press, as
nations realize that their news consumption
is still largely filtered through Western
agencies like Bloomberg and Reuters. This
trend is manifesting in a refusal to follow
the Western narrative on the Iran war.

The Messianic Drive in Foreign Policy

* Analysts point to a messianic religious
fervor motivating both US and Israeli
leadership. Alastair Crooke notes that
Western rationalism fails to understand the
conflict because it is being driven by
"eschatological" goals rather than secular
political ones, particularly regarding the
"Armageddon” theology within usS
evangelical circles.

Lawfare and Political Imprisonment

* The case of Victor Bout is being re-framed
as a prototype for "political imprisonment"
by the US, using him as a symbol of the
cultural code the US uses to demonize
foreign nationals. This narrative is being
used to build a broader case against US
"extraordinary rendition" and ‘illegal
transfers" of individuals.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The global energy
crisis will likely worsen as India and Pakistan
reach a breaking point with fuel shortages,
potentially leading to civil unrest in those
nations. Expect a further "Axis of Resistance"
escalation, possibly involving Houthi strikes
on shipping in the Red Sea to match the
Hormuz closure.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A structural
shift in energy markets will occur as more
nations adopt non-dollar currencies (Yuan/
Gold) for oil transactions to bypass US
sanctions. The US may be forced into a de
facto retreat or a "managed failure" in
Lebanon and Syria as the failed-state status of
these countries becomes a security liability
for Israel.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The unraveling of
the petro-dollar will lead to a multi-polar
financial system where the US has diminished
capacity to use economic sanctions as a
primary tool of statecraft. Centralized
command structures in the Middle East will
give way to decentralized, autonomous
regions capable of sustaining war even if their
primary leadership is decapitated, rendering
traditional "shock and awe" tactics obsolete.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Governments must prepare for a
permanent shift in energy logistics, as
maritime choke points are now established
as the primary weapons of the Global
South. Diplomatic efforts should focus on a
political solution rather than military
attrition, as Iran has shown "escalation

dominance" in the energy sector.

* Security architectures must be
decentralized; the US failure to build
bunkers or protect radars suggests that
traditional centralized bases are now
sitting ducks for drone and missile swarms.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Total avoidance of the
Persian Gulf and Red Sea is advised until a
maritime ceasefire is established. Investors
should pivot toward Russian oil routes and
land-based connectivity like the Belt and
Road projects.

Currency Volatility: The move toward
petro-yuan and gold-backed tokens signifies
a high risk for long-term dollar-
denominated assets in the energy sector.

Industrial Opportunity: There is a
massive demand for anti-drone
technology and electronic cooking/heating
gadgets in populous nations like India that
are scrambling for fuel alternativ

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260314_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260314_000000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260314_110000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260314_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260314_070000_News
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

