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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GEOPOLITICAL INSTABILIT: THE US-IRAN CONFLICT
& THE GLOBAL PIVOT TOWARD AUTARKY

TRIGGER: US-IRAN WAR ESCALATES & ENERGY MARKETS DISRUPT

50th Wave of Iranian Strikes. US Strikes Kharg Island Qil Terminal & Desalination Plants.
Hormuz Strait Paralyzed. Massive Surge in Global Energy Prices. ‘Weaponization of Scarcity'.

RUSSIA’S ‘TOTAL
SOVEREIGNTY’ PIVOT

RUSSIAN RARE EARTH
SOVEREIGNTY: Solikamsk Plant
Expands for ‘Full Cycle’ Production,
Reducing Foreign Dependence.

CENTRAL ASIA’S %
CONSTITUTIONAL PIVOT gy
KAZAKHSTAN'S ‘NEW KAZAKHSTAN':
Constitutional Referendum for

3 Single-Chamber ‘Kurultai’ & Vice
President.

NORTH KOREAN
INTEGRATION (KURSK):

Elite DPRK Forces in Combat
Training with Russian Troops.

TRADITIONALIST ARCHITECTURE:
Prioritizing ‘Traditional Values’ Over
Liberal-Democratic Frameworks;
‘Nomadic Democracy’.

IDEOLOGICAL OVERHAUL
(‘NEW EAST’): Rejecting
Western Liberalism for
‘Traditional Values’ & Historical
Revisionism (Strategy 2036).

RESOURCE & FOOD

SECURITY CRISIS:

Secondary Shocks from Iranian
Transit Disruption Threaten
Stability & Force Central Planning.

ADVANCED SECURITY & EW: REGIONAL BLOC FORMATION:

Rosgvardia ‘Mobile Fire Groups’
& FPV Drones Defend Moscow &

Front Lines. AUTARKIE ~—

‘Green Energy’ Corridor Faces
Profitability Doubts Amidst
High Costs.

GOVERNANCE

us MUNITIUNS CRISIS:
95% Explosives Capacity Lost,
Single Plant Reliance.

RUSSIA/CHINA ‘BASE’ SOVEREIGNTY:
Focus on Magnesium-Neodymium Alloys
& Orbital Energy Projects.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Hormuz Volatility,
DPRK-Russia Joint Ops.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
Kazakh Consolidation,
US Munitions Stalemate.

PREPARE FOR 'TRADITIONAL
VALUES' LEGAL FRAMEWORKS
& SUPPLY CHAIN SHIFTS.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Russian Rare Earth Sovereignty,
China Space Power.

MONITOR SAUDI-PAKISTAN
NUCLEAR AXIS & REGIONAL
PROLIFERATION RISKS.

© DEVELOP NORTHERN
Zf) SEA ROUTE AS
ALTERNATIVE.
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GEOPOLITICAL INSTABILITY
ESCALATES AS THE US-IRAN WAR
DISRUPTS GLOBAL ENERGY
MARKETS WHILE RUSSIA AND
CENTRAL ASIA PIVOT TOWARD
AUTARKIC GOVERNANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global security environment has reached
a critical inflection point as the conflict
between the United States and Iran
transitions into a high-intensity war of
attrition. Following the 50th wave of Iranian
missile strikes against U.S. regional assets,
the conflict is now characterized by systemic
attacks on critical infrastructure, including
Iranian oil terminals on Kharg Island and
essential desalination plants. This escalation
has effectively paralyzed the Strait of Hormuz,
triggering a massive surge in global energy
prices and forcing regional powers like
Kazakhstan to grapple with secondary shocks
to food and economic security. Within the
Russian domestic sphere, the state is
leveraging this external chaos to accelerate a
program of "total sovereignty," ranging from
the development of independent rare earth
metal supply chains to a fundamental

ideological overhaul of the national education
system intended to purge Western liberal
influences by 2036.

Concurrently, the tactical landscape of the
Special Military Operation (SMO) is evolving
with the formal integration of North Korean
elite special forces into the Kursk theater,
signaling a deepening of the Moscow-
Pyongyang strategic axis. Domestically, the
Russian government is tightening internal
controls, conducting high-profile crackdowns
on organized crime syndicates operating
within the penal system and showcasing
advanced electronic warfare (EW) and anti-
drone capabilities to protect the capital. In
Central Asia, Kazakhstan’s "New Kazakhstan"
constitutional referendum marks a decisive
shift toward a centralized, traditionalist
political architecture, mirroring the broader
regional trend of institutional renewal and a
retreat from international legal norms in favor
of domestic "traditional values."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Total War in the Middle East: The U.S.
administration under President Trump has
significantly expanded its target list in Iran,
striking the strategic oil terminal at Kharg
Island—responsible for 90% of Iranian
exports—and critical desalination facilities
on Qeshm Island, threatening humanitarian
catastrophe for millions. Iran has
responded with a 50th wave of strikes
hitting U.S. bases in the UAE, Bahrain, and
Kuwait, alongside the blockading of the
Hormuz Strait.
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* Russian Rare Earth Sovereignty: The
Solikamsk Magnesium Plant (SMZ) is
aggressively expanding to build a new
separation complex for rare earth metals.
This project aims to close the full
production cycle from raw materials to
finished high-tech magnets and alloys,
reducing dependence on global markets for
aerospace and defense components.

* North Korean Integration in Kursk:
Reports confirm that elite units of the
Korean People's Army are undergoing
intensive  combat  training alongside
Russian forces in the Kursk region. These
"elite" troops are being trained in Russian
command protocols while
specialized "Kkussul" martial arts, marking
a significant escalation in strategic military
cooperation.

* Central Asian Constitutional Pivot:
Kazakhstan is holding a landmark
referendum to replace its bicameral
parliament with a single-chamber
"Kurultai" and introduce a Vice President.
This "New Kazakhstan" model rearranges
the political architecture to ensure power

showcasing

continuity and prioritizes "traditional
values" over liberal-democratic
frameworks.

* Mediterranean Maritime Tensions: The
Russian gas tanker Arctic Mytogaz was
targeted by Ukrainian maritime drones in
the Mediterranean. Despite the attack, the
tanker remains afloat, though it currently
drifts near Malta after being denied port
entry, highlighting the global reach of
Ukrainian sabotage and the vulnerability of

global energy shipping.

* U.S. Munitions Supply Chain Crisis:
Internal audits reveal that the U.S. military
faces a critical explosives shortage, with
95% of its production capacity for RDX and
HMX lost since 1944. Relying on a single
plant in Tennessee, the U.S. is struggling to
keep pace with the munitions demands of a
sustained multi-theater conflict.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy and Resource Security: The

destruction of Iranian oil terminals and the
closure of the Hormuz Strait have forced a
radical reassessment of global supply chains.
Russia is positioning the Northern Sea Route
as a necessary alternative, while domestically
focusing on energy-intensive rare earth
extraction. In Kazakhstan, the energy crisis
has caused food security concerns due to the
disruption of Iranian agricultural imports and
transit routes.

Technology Policy and Digital
Sovereignty: The Russian  state is
increasingly wary of "Strategy 2036"
education reforms, which critics claim

promote digital formalism at the expense of
traditional teacher-student interaction. There
is a push toward "Russian Classical School"
models that reject Western educational
technology in favor of ideological and

historical rigor.

Internal Stability and Rule of Law: Russian
authorities have dismantled a major organized
crime network, the "Yakutsk Poker Club,"

which operated illegal casinos within prisons.

This network, linked to the thief-in-law "Roma

Krasnodarsky," funneled millions into
"obshchak" funds, demonstrating  the
rsistent influen f shadow hierarchi

that the state is now systematically targeting.
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National Security and Security
Architecture: Rosgvardia is deploying new
"mobile fire groups" to defend Moscow from
drone attacks. These units utilize advanced
thermal optics and rapid-fire GShG-7.62
systems. Furthermore, the use of digital video
transmission for FPV drones has extended
tactical range to 15km, altering the geometry
of the front line.

International Relations and Bloc Politics:
A "New East" is forming around the rejection
of the "Epstein civilization" (a derogatory
term used for Western elites). Russian state
media emphasizes historical revisionism
regarding the "Genocide of the Soviet People"
to build a narrative of perpetual Western
hostility, while the Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan-
Azerbaijan "green energy" corridor project

faces profitability skepticism due to high

infrastructure costs.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has focused on social
order, economic protectionism, and the
regulation of consumer debt. Key debates
center on the ideological direction of the
Russian education system and the extension
of land-use amnesties to secure the "middle
class" of garage owners.

* Strategy for Development of Education
2036: A proposed strategic document
currently under fire from traditionalist
academics for its emphasis on artificial
intelligence and digital services, which
critics argue could lead to the "death of the
teacher."

* Garage Amnesty Extension: A bill
introduced by Federation Council Deputy
Chairman Vladimir Yakushev to extend the
simplified registration of garages for
another five years, benefiting millions of
citizens who built structures before 2004.

Installment Purchase Regulation: New
laws effective April 1st will place BNPL
(Buy Now, Pay Later) services under state
control, requiring providers to register with
the Central Bank and disclose full credit
terms to

indebtedness.

prevent consumer over-

* Recycling Fee Reciprocity: Kazakhstan’s
Ministry of Industry and Construction is
proposing to double the utilization fee on
Russian and Belarusian vehicles to "mirror"
Russia’s own protectionist automotive
policies.

* Prison Probation System:
Implementation of the "Law on Probation,"
aimed at rehabilitating prisoners through

compulsory labor institutes rather than

traditional incarceration.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Scarcity: A recurring
theme across multiple theaters is the
deliberate targeting of life-sustaining
resources to force political outcomes. The U.S.
strikes on lin and Iranian
threats against Saudi and Emirati water
infrastructure mark a shift toward "total
environmental warfare." This is mirrored
economically in Kazakhstan, where the
disruption of Iranian transit routes has turned
food security into a matter of national
survival, forcing the state toward more rigid
centralized planning.
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The "New East" and the Rejection of
Liberalism: Russian and Central Asian
discourse is converging on a rejection of
globalist liberal norms. Kazakhstan's
constitutional shift toward a "nomadic
democracy" (the Kurultai) and Russia's
internal debate over "conceptual emptiness"
in education represent a broader movement to
insulate the domestic
"external predators." This is supported by a
heavy media focus on historical trauma (the
"Genocide of the Soviet People") used to

justify autarkic security policies.

population from

Technological Asymmetry and Supply
Chain Fragility: While the U.S. is depicted as
a "colossus on clay feet" due to its munitions
production crisis and reliance on vulnerable
high-tech platforms (F-35s), Russia and China
are shown doubling down on "base" industrial
sovereignty. Russia's focus on magnesium-
neodymium alloys and China's "Zhushui"

rbital ener roj suggest a long-term
strategy to dominate the physical and energy
foundations of future warfare, while the West
is portrayed as distracted by social decadence
and information warfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect global oil
prices to remain volatile and elevated as the
blockade of the Hormuz Strait continues.
Iran’s "50th wave" of strikes suggests a
willingness to target all U.S. regional partners
indiscriminately. In Russia, the first joint
combat operations involving North Korean
special forces in Kursk are likely to occur,
serving as a tactical testing ground for this
new alliance.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Kazakhstan
will likely finalize its transition to the "New
Kazakhstan" constitutional model, resulting in

a more centralized but potentially more stable
investment environment for non-Western
partners. U.S. munitions shortages will likely
force a reduction in the intensity of its air
campaign against Iran, potentially leading to a
stalemate or a pivot toward covert operations.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Russia will likely
achieve significant "rare earth sovereignty" as
the Solikamsk complex reaches full capacity,
providing a strategic advantage in permanent
magnet production for advanced weaponry.
China's efforts in space-based microwave
transmission may move from terrestrial
testing to orbital deployment, potentially
granting it unprecedented control over energy
distribution and weather systems.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The traditional "Strait of Hormuz" energy

security model is defunct; urgent
development of the Northern Sea Route

and trans-continental rail corridors is
required for global trade stability.

The Saudi-Pakistan nuclear cooperation
axis suggests a rapid proliferation risk that
could bypass traditional non-proliferation
treaties if regional security continues to
degrade.

Diplomatic engagement with Central Asia
must now account for a "traditional values"
legal framework that may conflict with
international human rights standards.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers reliant
on high-performance magnets or
magnesium alloys should anticipate shifts
in the rare earth market as Russia moves
toward an export-control model for its
newly secured "full cycle" minerals.

Regulatory Compliance: New Russian
laws on installment purchases (BNPIL) and
car recycling fees will require immediate
adjustment for fintech and automotive
companies operating in Eurasia.

* Investment Opportunity: The Russian
state is heavily subsidizing "Industrial
Parks" in occupied and border regions (e.g.,
Zaporozhye); while risky, these zones offer

unprecedented state support and tax

breaks for domestic industrial startups.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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