TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

MARCH 14, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL SHOCK: MIDDLE EAST WAR &
TAIWAN'S Al BOOM (A DUAL NARRATIVE)

Operation Epic Fury Assassination Triggers Protracted Conflict as Energy Markets Reel
and Taiwan's Tech Sector Surges Amidst Domestic Instability.

5 Iran retaliates, names
Mojtaba as successor

March 14-15, 2026: for "total resistance.”

US/Israel strike kills Supreme 1\ = e Conflict expands to
Leader Khamenei & inner circle. ) ) Hezbollah & Houthis, threatening shipping.

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS
0il prices soar. Strategic reserves released.
Airlines face high fuel costs.

Strait of Hormuz blockade threat.

TAIEX HISTORIC
30,000 MILESTONE

DECOUPLING -
e

Al demand insulates tech sector. Meta's 4-gen chip
roadmap & TSMC's record February revenue drive growth.

DOMESTIC POLITICAL & SOCIAL INSTABILITY

] —0) : y > Blue-White coalition forms for 2026 o
Traditional sectors reel from energy shock. elections. Rising violent crime & “ticket- (===
=

Inflationary pressure mounts. gate” scandals challenge governance. [ ]

ENERGY SECURITY & NATIONAL SECURITY PUBLIC HEALTH & LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
CIRCULAR ECONOMY & CYBER BIOSURVEILLANCE (ACTION & DEBATE)
Push for domestic lithium Insider threats & “intelligence Advocacy for LDCT scans 2026 Budget review & Judicial
battery recycling chain. leakage” concerns persist. for early lung cancer. reform (Juvenile Justice
Al energy management in Military-grade Debate over reduced dairy Act) dominate agenda.
stores to cut consumption. encryption detected. intake guidelines. Currency redesign confirmed.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

N

END OF “SLOW ESCALATION" INFRASTRUCTURE VS.
(MIDDLE EAST) Al AS ECONOMIC INSULATOR EXTREME WEATHER
Shift to “Strategic Decapitation.” Capital flees to Al hardware High cost of maintaining old infrastructure.
Ideological core remains, predicting as “safe haven.” Creates a Shift to predictive maintenance with
unpredictable, decentralized conflict. bifurcated economy. sensors becomes critical.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT (FUTURE OUTLOOK)

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Transport costs spike. Taiwan Potential market correction if Al fever Permanent energy realignment
political tension peaks (WBC scandal). fades. Harder-line stance on crime. (renewables/nucleag. Taiwan achieves

Initial retaliatory cyber-attacks. "Blue-White" consolidation. closed-loop lithium economy.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

* Prepare for long-term energy disruption M + Hedge against energy inflation, stay exposed
(diversify suppliers). to "Al hardware spine."

« Monitor aggressive Iranian foreign policy. « Invest in hydrometallurgical recycling.

+ Strengthen US-Japan-Taiwan semiconductor triangle. » Enhance internal energy efficiency with Al.
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THE MIDDLE EAST DESCENDS INTO
A PROTRACTED WAR FOLLOWING
THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN’S
SUPREME LEADER AS GLOBAL
ENERGY MARKETS FACE A
HISTORIC SUPPLY SHOCK.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 14-15, 2026, marks a watershed
moment in global geopolitics as the
"Operation Epic Fury" joint military action by
the  United States and Israel has
fundamentally altered the Middle East power
structure. The reported death of Supreme
Leader Khamenei and several high-ranking
Iranian officials in a massive localized
bombing campaign has triggered immediate
and violent retaliation against U.S. and allied
assets across the Persian Gulf. This escalation
has moved beyond a targeted strike into a
rotr war scenario, with Iran’s
leadership quickly transitioning to Mojtaba
Khamenei, who has signaled a policy of total
resistance and asymmetric warfare against
Western interests.

The economic fallout is immediate and severe,
with global oil prices surging toward 150 USD
per barrel amid threats of a total blockade of

the Strait of Hormuz. In Taiwan, this external
volatility contrasts with a domestic "AI gold
rush" as the TAIEX reaches a historic 30,000-
point milestone, driven by insatiable demand

for advanced semiconductors and Meta’s
aggressive new four-generation AI chip
roadmap. However, the Taiwanese
government is simultaneously grappling with
rising domestic instability, including a surge
in violent crime and a contentious political
atmosphere ahead of the 2026 local elections,
where "Blue-White" coalition dynamics are
being tested by scandals involving top
leadership travel and legislative priorities.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Total War in the Middle East and
Iranian Leadership Transition
o The U.S. and Israel launched a massive
aerial offensive, utilizing F-35I and B-2
stealth bombers to strike over 1,200
targets in a single day, reportedly killing
the Iranian Supreme Leader and his
inner circle.

o Iran has retaliated with drone and
missile strikes on U.S. bases in Saudi
Arabia and the UAE, while naming
Mojtaba Khamenei as the new Supreme
Leader to maintain regime continuity.

o The conflict has expanded to involve
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Houthi rebels
in Yemen, creating a multi-front regional

war that threatens global shipping and

energy infrastructure.
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* Global Energy Crisis and Market
Volatility
o Qil prices have breached the 100 USD
mark and are projected to hit 150 USD if
the Strait of Hormuz remains contested

or blocked.

o U.S. and European nations have begun
releasing strategic petroleum reserves to
mitigate the impact of Iranian strikes on
major refineries like those in the UAE.

]

Airlines globally are preparing to
increase fuel surcharges, with some low-
cost carriers facing potential insolvency
if high fuel costs persist.

* The AI Infrastructure Super-Cycle
o Meta has announced a roadmap to
produce four generations of Al chips by
2027, deepening its reliance on TSMC’s
advanced nodes.

o TSMC reported its strongest February
revenue in history (317.6 billion TWD)

despite fewer working days, signaling
that Al demand is decoupling from
broader economic trends.

o OpenAl’s potential IPO is being viewed
by analysts as a pivotal moment for the
industry’s long-term capital structure
and valuation sustainability.

» Taiwanese Domestic Political

Realignment

o The KMT and TPP are intensifying
cooperation for the 2026 elections,

focusing on joint policy platforms in Al
governance and justice reform.

o Premier Cho Jung-tai faces criticism over
his trip to Japan for the World Baseball
Classic (WBC), with opposition parties
alleging abuse of power regarding ticket
procurement.

o President Lai is considering an official

visit to Eswatini in April to solidify
diplomatic ties amid shifting global
alliances.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and the Circular
Economy Industry leaders are calling for the
establishment of a domestic lithium battery
recycling chain to prevent "black powder"
(valuable battery minerals) from being
exported. Currently, 90% of Taiwan's battery
waste is processed overseas, which is viewed
as a loss of critical resources during a time of
global supply chain instability.

* The government is urged to provide
incentives for legal recycling operators
over the next five years to secure local
supplies of lithium, cobalt, and nickel.

* Al-driven energy management systems are
being deployed in over 3,000 convenience

stores to reduce electricity consumption by
10-15% without hardware upgrades.

National Security and Cybersecurity The
detection of mili -gr n ion or
"intelligence leakage" concerns has surfaced
regarding a former National Security Bureau
(NSB) staff member who sought employment
in China. This underscores the persistent
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threat of insider threats to Taiwan’s sensitive
intelligence infrastructure.

Public Health and Biosurveillance Medical
experts are advocating for the expanded use
of Low-Dose CT (LDCT) scans for early lung
cancer detection, noting that traditional X-
rays are insufficient for early-stage diagnosis.
Concurrently, the government is revising
dietary guidelines, suggesting a reduction in
daily dairy intake to one cup, sparking debate
over calcium deficiency in the general
population.

Domestic Stability and Social Order
Taiwan is experiencing a notable spike in
violent crime, including random machete
attacks, fraud-related kidnappings in Pingtung
and Taipei, and high-speed illegal racing.
There is a growing legislative movement to
reform the Juvenile Justice Act following high-
profile incidents involving minors, with
protesters demanding stricter penalties to
prevent future tragedies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this week has been
dominated by the 2026 budget review and
urgent calls for judicial reform in response to
rising crime and public safety concerns.
Opposition parties are leveraging these issues
to pressure the ruling administration on "law
and order" platforms ahead of local elections.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 2026 General Budget: Opposition parties
have criticized the administration for
"freezing" the budget in committee and

have demanded a comprehensive review of
defense and social spending.

* Juvenile Justice Act Amendments:
Cross-party support is forming to prioritize
amendments that increase accountability
for juvenile offenders and their guardians
following a fatal school stabbing incident.

* Currency Redesign Policy: The Central
Bank has confirmed a comprehensive
redesign of New Taiwan Dollar banknotes
for 2025-2026, aimed at enhancing anti-
counterfeiting features and reflecting
modern Taiwanese identity.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Blue-White Joint Policy Presser: KMT
and TPP representatives announced four
major llaborativ reas, including AI
governance and  digital
signaling a unified front against the DPP.

sovereignty,

* Foreign Ministry Briefing: Foreign
Minister Lin Chia-lung confirmed that
Taiwan has received an invitation from
Eswatini and is evaluating a presidential
visit to the African ally.

* Health Ministry Guideline Release:
Officials defended new nutritional draft

guidelines amid public skepticism
regarding reduced milk consumption

recommendations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Slow Escalation" in the
Middle East For decades, Middle Eastern
conflicts were characterized by proxy battles
and "calibrated" responses. The March 14
strikes represent a shift to "Strategic
Decapitation," where the U.S. and Israel have
opted for direct, high-level eliminations. The
immediate naming of a successor suggests
that while the Iranian leadership was
physically  devastated, its institutional
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ideological core remains intact, likely leading
to a more unpredictable and decentralized

phase of the conflict.

Al as an Economic Insulator Taiwan’s
financial markets are demonstrating a unique
decoupling. While global markets are reeling
from oil shocks, the TAIEX is surging to
30,000 because of the perceived inevitability
of the AI transition. The trend shows that
capital is fleeing traditional sectors vulnerable
to energy costs and flowing into AI hardware
(TSMC, Meta, and cooling systems) as a "safe
haven" for growth, creating a "bifurcated
economy" where tech thrives while traditional
services and transport struggle with inflation.

Infrastructure Resilience vs. Extreme
Weather The successful restoration of the
Pingxi Line after 100 days of repair highlights
a critical trend: the increasing cost of
maintaining 20th-century infrastructure in an
era of 21st-century "extreme weather." With
1,000mm of rain falling in just three days, the
government is moving toward automated
monitoring systems (slope sensors and
"smart" hydration monitors) to predict
failures, signaling a shift from reactive to
redictiv
necessity.

maintenan as a survival

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
increase in transportation and logistics costs
as airlines and shipping companies adjust to
the Persian Gulf instability. Domestic political
tension in Taiwan will peak as the WBC
"ticket-gate" controversy is used as a proxy
for larger governance critiques. We may see
initial retaliatory cyber-attacks from Iranian-
aligned groups targeting Western and allied
financial or energy nodes.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Taiwan
stock market may face a corrective phase if
the high-tech "AI fever" cannot offset the
broader inflationary pressure of 150 USD oil.
Legislative progress on the Juvenile Justice
Act will likely result in a harder-line stance on
crime, influencing the 2026 local election
manifestos. The "Blue-White" coalition will
likely consolidate around joint candidates for
key mayoral races in Taipei and New Taipei
City.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Middle East war
will likely lead to a permanent realignment of
energy routes, accelerating the global
transition to renewable and nuclear power as
"energy sovereignty" becomes synonymous
with national security. Taiwan will likely
achieve a closed-loop lithium economy as the
2026-2030 battery recycling targets are met,
reducing its reliance on imported minerals for
its burgeoning EV and electronics sectors.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Governments should prepare for a long-

ion of Persian Gulf energy

supplies and prioritize diplomatic

engagement with alternative suppliers in
Southeast Asia and the Americas.

* The transition to Mojtaba Khamenei's

leadership suggests a more aggressive
Iranian foreign policy; intelligence agencies
must monitor for increased proxy activity in
non-traditional theaters.

Strengthening the U.S.-Japan-Taiwan
semiconductor triangle is critical to
ensuring that AI hardware production
remains insulated from kinetic conflicts in
the Middle East.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should hedge against persistent
energy inflation while maintaining exposure
to the "Al hardware spine" (Foundries and
specialized chip designers like Meta's
internal teams).

* The circular economy in Taiwan presents a
high-growth  opportunity for firms
specializing in hydrometallurgical recycling
and mineral recovery as local supply chains
tighten.

* Companies operating in Taiwan must
enhance internal energy efficiency using Al
management tools to remain competitive as
electricity costs are inevitably adjusted
upward due to global fuel price spikes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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