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POLAND FACES CONSTITUTIONAL

DEADLOCK AND ECONOMIC RISK

AMID EXECUTIVE CONFLICT AND
GLOBAL ENERGY WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Poland has entered a period of acute
executive-legislative paralysis as President
Karol Nawrocki continues a strategy of
systemic against the governing
coalition's flagship security and judicial
reforms. The most significant rupture centers
on the "Safe" program, a massive EU-funded
military modernization loan that the President
vetoed, citing concerns over "sovereignty" and
"German-EU dictates." In response, Prime
Minister Donald Tusk has initiated "Plan B," a
government resolution titled "Polska Zbrojna"
to bypass the veto and secure 43.7 billion
euros in defense funding via the Bank
Gospodarstwa Krajowego. This maneuver has
triggered threats of legal warfare, with the
opposition suggesting the Prime Minister

vetoes

Id f h Tribunal for violating
constitutional procedures regarding

international debt.

Simultaneously, the domestic crisis is
exacerbated by a deepening conflict over the

Rule of Law. The Sejm's appointment of six
new Constitutional Tribunal judges has been
met with a refusal by President Nawrocki to

swear them in, effectively leaving the nation's

high rt in f institutional
collapse. While the government attempts to
restore "judicial hygiene" by replacing

politically appointed "stand-in" judges, the
President maintains the appointments are
based on a "flawed procedure." This domestic
instability coincides with a sharp rightward
shift in the opposition's leadership, as
Przemystaw Czarnek emerges as a potential
"radical" prime ministerial candidate for the
Law and Justice (PiS) party, signaling a focus
on anti-EU rhetoric and "Polexit" narratives.

On the global stage, the conflict between the
United States, Israel, and Iran has reached a
critical inflection point with the launch of
"Operation Epic Fury." US airstrikes on Iran’s
Kharg Island have targeted over 90 military
installations, threatening 80% of Iran’s oil
export capacity. This escalation has sent
shockwaves through global energy markets,
with Iran threatening to block the Strait of
Hormuz and "turn the Middle East into ash."
Poland is directly feeling the repercussions of
this conflict through soaring fuel prices and a
surge in hybrid threats, including
r ks on Polish energy infrastr r
linked to Iranian retaliatory measures. The
convergence of domestic constitutional failure
and international energy warfare presents a
high-risk environment for Poland’s strategic
stability and economic security.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The "Safe" Program Veto and Executive
Bypassing: President Nawrocki's veto of
the EU-funded defense loan has forced the
Tusk government to use a government
funding. The
administration argues this is necessary for
national security, while the President
proposes a competing "Polski Sejf 0%" plan
involving the

resolution re mili

ional
Constitutional Tribunal Institutional
Crisis: The Sejm elected six new judges to
the Constitutional Tribunal, but the
Presid ; hei hs,
perpetuating a decade-long crisis over the
court’s legitimacy and functionality.

Escalation of US-Iran Warfare: The US
conducted massive aerial bombardments of
Kharg Island, while Iran retaliated with
strikes on the US Embassy in Baghdad and

threats to global oil shipping in the Strait of
Hormuz.
Reorganization of Right-Wing

Opposition: Przemystaw Czarnek has been
signaled as a '"radical" shadow premier,
moving PiS toward a direct competition

with the Konfederacja party for the

eurosceptic electorate.

Hybrid Warfare and Border Tensions:
Migration pressure on the Belarusian
border remains high, with over 30,000
illegal crossing attempts recorded in 2024,
utilized by Russia and Belarus as a tool of
regional destabilization.

Technological Sovereignty and Ethics:
Reports highlight the development of
iological pr r ing human
cells to run software, raising profound
questions about the future of AI and
biological computing.

rain

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security: The loss of "Safe"
program funding directly impacts the
modernization of the Border r n
Police, including anti-drone systems and
individual equipment like bulletproof vests.

Energy Security: The Middle East conflict
has disrupted the global oil supply chain,
leading to fuel price volatility in Poland
despite Orlen's attempts to mitigate costs
through margin reductions.

Rule of Law: The "veto-mania" described
by government officials includes the
rejection of th riminal Pr r
reform, which was intended to implement
EU standards on the right to legal counsel
from the moment of arrest.

Cybersecurity: Poland has recorded a
spike in cyber-attacks targeting national
infrastructure as the US-Iran war spills into
the digital domain, testing the resilience of
Polish defense systems.

Economic Security &  Statecraft:
Tensions between the NBP (National Bank
of Poland) and the government remain
high, with controversies over claimed NBP
profits versus reported losses and the
potential liquidation of gold reserves to
fund defense.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The
debate over Donald Trump's presidency
highlights a divide in Polish strategic
thought, with some viewing him as a
critical threat to the international rules-
based order and others as the only viable
security guarantor against Russia.
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* Environmental Policy: Climate change
acceleration is documented in the
i ran f 94 f Austrian
glaciers, signaling long-term threats to
European water security and alpine
ecosystems.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on March 14, 2026, was
dominated by executive rejections and the
government's subsequent use of non-
legislative instruments to maintain state
functionality. The President’s use of the veto
has moved the theater of governance from the
Sejm to the Council of Ministers and the Patac
Prezydencki, creating a high-stakes "legal
warfare" environment where the validity of
government debt is being challenged by the
opposition.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Unijny Program Sejf (Safe Program
Implementation Act): Vetoed by
President Nawrocki. The act was intended
to create a legal framework for utilizing a
43.7 billion euro EU loan for military and
police modernization. The President argued
i rrender Polish vereignty to
Brussels.

Polski Sejf 0%: A competing proposal by
the President to create a defense fund
financed by the sale of NBP gold and
purported central bank profits. Criticized
by the government as a "prostatic" and
"accounting trick" with zero actual funding.

Criminal Procedure Code Amendment:
Vetoed by President Nawrocki. This
extensive reform aimed to modernize
criminal proceedings and implement EU
defense directives, but was rejected as
"veto-mania" by the governing coalition.

* Nature Protection Act Amendment:
Discussed as a necessary measure to allow
the wuse of non-lethal (rubber bullet)
weapons for bear and wolf deterrence in
Bieszczady and other rural areas.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Donald Tusk Interview (Pytanie Dnia):
The Prime Minister addressed the "Safe"
veto, asserting the government will bypass
the President to ensure army funding and
warned of an "anti-European turn" by the
opposition.

* Adam Szlapka Press Briefing: The
government spokesperson in Poznan
criticized the hypocrisy of the opposition
regarding the Green Deal and defended the
"Safe" program as a superior financing
model to PiS-era loans.

e Zderzenia: Sznep 2z Nawrockim: A

televised debate on Donald Trump’s impact
on Polish security, reflecting deep national

polarization over the US-Poland alliance
and the reliability of American guarantees.

Constitutional Tribunal Appointments:
The Sejm elected six new judges, but the
event was immediately overshadowed by

opposition challenges to the legality of the

selection process.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Executive Paralysis and the Rise of "Plan
B" Governance

The primary domestic trend is the shift from a
legislative state to a "resolution state." With
the President vetoing essential reforms, the
Tusk administration is increasingly relying on
Council of Ministers resolutions and existing
statutory  definitions, such as '"urgent
operational needs," to function. This creates a
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precarious legal landscape where major state

actions, including multi-billion euro loans, are
potentially vulnerable to future prosecution if
the political winds shift. The opposition's
threat of a State Tribunal for Tusk over the
"Safe" bypassing illustrates the "lawfare"
nature of current Polish politics.

The Weaponization of Euroscepticism

The nomination of Przemystaw Czarnek and
the President’s rhetoric on the "Safe" program
indicate a strategic decision by the right-wing
opposition to embrace "soft Polexit"
narratives. By framing EU financial
instruments as tools of German-led
subjugation, the opposition is attempting to
consolidate the radical right-wing vote.
Government figures view this as a calculated
move to damage Poland's standing in Europe
ahead of the 2027 elections, potentially
isolating the country at a time of high regional
threat.

Global

Spillover
The US-Iran war is no longer a "faraway
conflict" for Polish analysts. The direct
correlation between Middle East strikes and
fuel price surges is being felt at a retail level.

Furthermore, the report of Iranian cyber-
attacks on Polish targets suggests that

Poland’s pro-US alignment has made it a
surrogate target for Tehran’s hybrid
retaliation. This trend highlights the fragility
of Poland's energy and digital infrastructure
in a multipolar world where local conflicts
have immediate global kinetic and digital
consequences.

Kinetic Conflict and Cyber

Biological-Digital Convergence

The mention of Australian research into
"biological processors" using human neurons
to interact with digital software (playing the
game *Doom*) signals a frontier in

technological policy that current regulatory

frameworks are unprepared for. This
development suggests a future where the line
between AI and Dbiological life blurs,
necessitating a complete overhaul of digital
sovereignty and bio-ethics policies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect mass
r nder the Presidential Pal as
civic groups like KOD "veto the President's
veto." The government will finalize the
"Polska Zbrojna" funding mechanism, while
fuel prices will likely fluctuate based on the
status of the Strait of Hormuz. A legal
challenge to the Sejm's new TK judges is
imminent.

e Medium Term (1-6 Months): The conflict
between the President and the military
leadership will likely intensify, potentially
leading to further resignations or public

rdination" from generals who view
the "Safe" veto as a betrayal of soldiers'
safety. NBP's financial reporting will face
intense scrutiny as the government
investigates the "claimed" 185 billion PLN
profit.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): Poland may face a
structural "sovereignty crisis" if the
opposition wins the 2027 elections on an
anti-EU platform, potentially leading to a
formal exit from certain E fen r
environmental frameworks. The US-Iran
conflict could lead to a permanent
realignment of energy supply chains,
forcing Poland to accelerate nuclear or
renewable investments to decouple from
Middle East volatility.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e NATO and EU partners should prepare for
a period of unpredictable Polish defense
procurement as internal legal disputes
may delay major contracts or lead to the
cancellation of previously agreed projects.

e Diplomatic efforts must be made to de-
escalate the "Safe" program conflict to
prevent it from becoming a catalyst for a
broader "Polexit" movement, which would
weaken the NATO Eastern Flank.

* Cyber-defense cooperation with Poland
must be prioritized to counter Iranian and
Russian hybrid threats that exploit the
current domestic political instability.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Costs: Logistics and
manufacturing sectors should hedge
against exten il pri due to the

US-Iran war and potential blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz.

* Legal and Regulatory Risk: Investors in
the Polish defense and infrastructure
sectors must account for high political
risk, as contracts signed via government
resolution rather than law may be
contested by future administrations.

* Innovation Opportunities: The
development of biological computing and
Al neuro-integration presents a high-
growth but ethically complex field for
private venture capital, requiring proactive
engagement with emerging EU regulations.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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