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US-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN ENTERS

ATTRITIONAL PHASE AMID GLOBAL

ENERGY CRISIS AND ALLIED

RELUCTANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,

and  Iran  has  entered  its  third  week,

transitioning  from  a  series  of  decapitation

strikes  into  a  brutal  war  of  attrition  with

mounting global consequences. On day 16 of

the conflict, US and Israeli forces focused air

strikes on Iranian industrial hubs, specifically

Isfahan, and critical energy infrastructure like

Karg  Island.  The  human  toll  has  escalated

sharply,  with  Iranian  deaths  estimated  at

nearly  1,500 and  internal  displacement

affecting over 3 million people.  In response,

Iran  has  maintained  a  steady  rhythm  of

retaliatory missile barrages against Israel and

GCC  states,  utilizing  advanced  hypersonic

"Sijil"  missiles  and  cluster  munitions  to

overwhelm air defenses.

The strategic focus has shifted to the Strait of

Hormuz,  which remains effectively  closed to

vessels affiliated with the US or its allies. This

maritime  blockade  has  pushed  Brent  crude

above  $100  a  barrel,  triggering  economic

instability  in  Asia  and  causing  concern

regarding  a  global  recession.  US  President

Donald  Trump  has  issued  a  call  for  an

international naval coalition—including China,

France,  the  UK,  and  Japan—to  secure  the

waterway.  However,  traditional  allies  have

offered only guarded or defensive responses,

wary  of  being  drawn  into  an  illegal  and

unplanned  conflict  while  facing  domestic

public opposition.

The  war  has  successfully  diverted  global

attention from Gaza, where the US-brokered

ceasefire  remains  fragile  and  reconstruction

plans have stalled.  Simultaneously,  a  second

front in Lebanon has intensified, with Israeli

forces massing tanks along the border for a

potential  ground  invasion to  disarm

Hezbollah. As the conflict widens, the lack of

a  coherent  US  political  endgame  or  "day-

after"  plan  is  becoming  a  central  point  of

criticism from both  domestic  opponents  and

international humanitarian organizations, who

warn that the current trajectory is radicalizing

the  region  and  destroying  the  international

legal order.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systemic  Bombardment  of  Iranian

Industrial and Energy Infrastructure 

US  and  Israeli  strikes  hit  a  factory  in

Isfahan,  killing  at  least  15  workers,

signaling  a  shift  toward  crippling  Iran's

industrial  output  beyond  purely  military

targets.

President  Trump  claimed  that  strikes  on

Karg Island totally demolished the facility,

though he threatened to hit  it  again "just

for fun."

Iranian  air  defenses  reported  downing

three drones over Tehran, as bombardment

of the capital remains constant.
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Closure of the Strait of Hormuz and the

"Smart Control" Strategy 

Approximately 1,000 vessels, including 200

oil tankers, are currently stranded near the

Strait due to Iranian threats.

Iran  claims  to  be  exercising  "smart

control,"  allowing  ships  from  friendly

nations to pass while blocking those allied

with the enemy.

The US energy secretary admitted to short-

term disruption but  predicted the conflict

would end within weeks, allowing prices to

recover.

The Lebanon Front and Ground Invasion

Preparations 

Israeli strikes on Lebanon have killed 850

people and displaced more than 830,000 in

just two weeks.

The  Israeli  military  is  reportedly  edging

into southern Lebanon with plans to push

forward to the Litani River.

The  Lebanese  government  has  offered

direct  negotiations with  Israel,  but  the

Israeli foreign minister has denied any such

meetings are currently taking place.

Iraq as a Secondary Battlefield 

Victory  Base  near  Baghdad  airport  was

targeted by missiles and drones, wounding

several people and damaging a desalination

plant.

The US Embassy in Baghdad has called for

Americans to leave Iraq immediately due to

significant threats from Iran-linked groups.

Operations  at  the  Lanaz  refinery  in  Erbil

were  suspended  following  a  drone  strike,

though  Iran  denied  responsibility  for  the

attack.

US  Domestic  Political  and  Regulatory

Fallout 

A  Quinnipiac  University  poll  found  that

53% of  voters oppose the  military  strikes

on Iran.

The  FCC  Chairman  has  threatened  to

revoke  broadcast  licenses of  news

organizations  airing  what  the

administration  deems  "hoaxes"  or

"distortions" regarding the war.

Internal rifts are growing within the Trump

administration,  with  some  hawks  pushing

for  regime  change  while  skeptics  fear  a

quagmire ahead of mid-term elections.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Stability 

Brent  crude  oil  has  spiked  to  more  than

$100 a barrel, raising the risk of a global

recession.

Indonesia may divert nearly $6 billion from

social programs to maintain fuel subsidies

as energy costs rise.

India  is  facing  a  serious  gas  shortage,

forcing  authorities  to  cut  supplies  to

industry to protect households.

Russia is emerging as a major beneficiary

of the crisis, with its oil being sold at highly

elevated  prices  to  buyers  in  India  and

China.

AI and Technology in Warfare 

AI-powered  targeting  systems  like

"Lavender"  and  "Gospel"  are  reportedly

guided  by  large  language  models  to

generate target lists at scale.
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Critics  argue  these  systems  create  a

muddying  of  accountability,  allowing

militaries to evade responsibility for civilian

casualties by blaming machine error.

Iran  has  maintained  a  90%  internet

blackout to  blind  US  and  Israeli  cyber-

intelligence and prevent domestic unrest.

International  Relations  and  Coalition

Cohesion 

The  US request  for  a  naval  coalition  has

met resistance; Japan stated it would make

an  independent  judgment,  and  France

confirmed  its  carrier  will  stay  in  the

Mediterranean.

GCC countries, including Qatar and Kuwait,

have  shut  down  energy  production as

storage tanks fill due to the blocked Strait.

Venezuela  and  the  US  are  restoring

diplomatic  relations following  the  capture

of  Nicolas  Maduro,  possibly  to  secure

alternative energy sources.

Legal Warfare and Human Rights 

Humanitarian agencies charge the US and

Israel  with  violating  international  law by

failing  to  observe  proportionality  and

distinction  between  civilian  and  military

targets.

The Norwegian Refugee Council warns that

sanctions are hindering aid to the millions

of  displaced  Iranians  who  need  medical

supplies and food.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  primary  legislative  and  policy  focus

centers on emergency funding for defense and

the regulation of wartime information. The US

administration is facing intense scrutiny over

the legality of the war without Congressional

authorization,  while  Israel  is  bypassing

normal  budgetary  processes  to  sustain  its

two-front conflict.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Emergency  Defense  Procurement

(Israel): The Israeli government approved

$710  million in  classified  emergency

defense  spending  to  replenish  critical

combat  inventory,  likely  air  defense

interceptors.

War  Powers  Resolutions  (US): US

lawmakers are calling for a renewed debate

over  war  powers  as  the  conflict  extends

beyond  the  administration's  initial  "short"

timeline.

30-Day  Sanctions  Waiver  (US/India):

The  US  has  granted  India  a  sanctions

waiver to purchase Russian oil to alleviate

the supply shock caused by the Iranian war.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Israeli  Military  Briefing: Spokesperson

Effi  Deferen  stated  that  the  army  has

thousands  more  targets  in  Iran and  that

toppling the regime is not a military goal,

though they aim to weaken it.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister  Media  Tour:

Abbas  Araghchi  appeared  on  US  Sunday

shows, stating that Iran never asked for a

ceasefire and is prepared for a long war.

FCC Public Warning: The FCC Chairman

issued  a  directive  to  broadcasters  to

correct  course on  war  coverage  or  risk

losing their federal licenses.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Shift to Asymmetric Attrition 
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Iran  is  successfully  countering  conventional

US/Israeli  air  superiority  by  using  economic

leverage and low-cost disruptive technologies.

While  the  US  and  Israel  can  hit  high-value

targets,  they cannot easily reopen the Strait

of  Hormuz  without  a  massive,  months-long

naval operation. Iran is rationing its missiles

and  using  drones  to  maintain  a  "long  war"

posture designed to drive Israeli citizens out

of  the  country  and  increase  the  domestic

political cost for Donald Trump.

Fragility  of  the  Global  Security

Architecture 

The lukewarm response to the US call  for a

naval coalition suggests a significant erosion

of American leadership and trust. Allies such

as  the  UK  and  Japan  are  weighing  their

interests carefully,  noting  that  the  US

disregarded their energy security needs when

launching the initial strike. This has created a

vacuum where Russia and China can portray

themselves as stable, non-interfering partners

compared to a "bumbling" US administration

that acts on a whim.

The Humanitarian Displacement Cycle 

The  region  is  seeing  a  massive  surge  in

displaced  populations,  with  Lebanon,  Iran,

and  Gaza  all  facing  collapses  in  civil

infrastructure.  Humanitarian  workers  feel

increasingly  alone as  billions  are  spent  on

bombardment while aid remains underfunded.

The use of mass evacuation orders by Israel in

both Gaza and Lebanon is being analyzed as a

potential  effort  to  create  permanent  buffer

zones through  forced  displacement,  which

could  structurally  alter  the  demographics  of

the Middle East for years.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Israel will likely launch its ground offensive

in Lebanon to establish a buffer zone to the

Litani River.

Energy  prices  will  remain  volatile  as  the

market waits to see if Iran executes threats

against  UAE  and  Saudi  oil  refineries in

response to the Karg Island strike.

US  domestic  unrest  may  increase  as  gas

prices  hit  consumer  pockets,  potentially

leading to renewed anti-war protests.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

The  Republican  Party  will  face  a  severe

identity crisis if the "short" war becomes a

centerpiece  of  the  mid-term  elections

without a declared victory.

A  shift  in  global  shipping  routes  may

become  permanent,  with  land  bridges

through Syria and Jordan seeing long-term

infrastructure  investment  to  bypass  the

Strait of Hormuz.

Iran may formally reverse its fatwa against

nuclear  weapons  as  its  conventional

military  is  further  degraded,  viewing  a

nuclear deterrent as the only way to ensure

regime survival.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

China is likely to consolidate its position as

the  primary  economic  superpower in  the

region, offering a "peaceful" alternative to

US  security  guarantees  that  failed  to

protect GCC states during the conflict.

The reliance on the Strait of Hormuz will be

structurally  reduced  through  massive

pipeline  diversions and  a  transition  to

electric vehicles in Asian economies.
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The failure of the UN to stop the conflict

will likely lead to the final collapse of post-

WWII  international  norms,  replaced  by  a

more  fragmented,  "might-makes-right"

global order.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Establish  a  Non-US/Israeli  Mediation

Channel: Given  the  distrust  between  the

warring  parties,  a  coalition  of  neutral

actors  (e.g.,  China,  Oman,  France)  is

needed  to  find  an  off-ramp before  total

economic collapse.

Re-prioritize  the  Gaza  Ceasefire:

Neglecting  the  Palestinian  issue  risks  it

becoming the next round of instability once

the Iran war subsides.

Address  the  Interceptor  Shortage:

Israel's  declining  stocks of  defense

munitions  mean  they  may  resort  to  more

aggressive, high-casualty offensive policies

to "break" Iran's will.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Diversify  Supply  Chains  through Land

Bridges: The  Syrian  and  Jordanian  land

corridors are becoming valuable real estate

for logistics; companies should investigate

land freight as a permanent alternative to

maritime choke points.

Hedging Energy Costs: With physical oil

prices reaching as high as $167 a barrel in

some  pricing  windows,  long-term  energy

hedging is essential for manufacturing and

transport firms.

Prepare  for  Regulatory  Crackdowns:

The  FCC's  threat  to  licenses indicates  a

tightening  of  information  controls;  media

and tech firms should audit compliance and

prepare  for  potential  legal  challenges  to

the First Amendment.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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