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GLOBAL SECURITY DETERIORATES

AS OPERATION EPIC FURY ENTERS

THIRD WEEK AMID ECONOMIC

SHOCKS AND MEDIA CENSORSHIP

THREATS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 15, 2026, marks the sixteenth day of

the  US-Israeli  war  against  Iran,  an

intervention  titled  Operation  Epic  Fury  that

has  rapidly  transitioned  from  a  "short-term

excursion"  into  a  regionalized  conflict  with

global  economic  ramifications.  While  US

President  Donald  Trump  and  Israeli  Prime

Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu  maintain  that

Iran’s  military  capabilities  are  "toast,"  the

reality on the ground indicates a high degree

of  Iranian  resilience.  Iran  has  successfully

shifted  the  conflict's  geography,  effectively

blockading  the  Strait  of  Hormuz and

launching  daily  drone  and  missile  salvos

against  US  allies  in  the  Gulf,  including  the

UAE,  Saudi  Arabia,  and Qatar.  The war  has

induced  a  massive  spike  in  global  energy

prices,  forcing  Western  governments  to

intervene in  domestic  markets  to  mitigate  a

burgeoning cost-of-living crisis.

The diplomatic landscape is characterized by

deep  skepticism  and  a  total  breakdown  in

trust.  Despite President Trump’s claims that

Tehran  is  ready  to  make  a  deal,  Iranian

Foreign  Minister  Abbas  Arachi  has  flatly

denied asking for a ceasefire,  asserting that

Iran  will  defend  itself  as  long  as  necessary.

The administration’s focus has now shifted to

securing  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  with  Trump

urging a "coalition of  the willing"—including

traditional rivals like China—to provide naval

escorts  for  oil  tankers.  Domestically,  the US

governance  environment  is  increasingly

contentious;  the  FCC  Chairman  has  issued

unprecedented  threats  against  broadcasters

regarding  their  war  coverage,  while

Democrats  in  Congress  are  demanding

transparency over a US strike that allegedly

killed over 100 children at an Iranian school.

The day's events are underscored by a jarring

juxtaposition  between  kinetic  warfare  and

cultural "soft power." In Los Angeles, the 98th

Academy Awards are proceeding under a one-

mile  security  radius,  with  the  industry

grappling  with  production  slumps  and  the

looming threat of AI. The Oscar race itself is

dominated  by  films  that  mirror  the  current

geopolitical  turmoil,  such  as  the  political

thriller  One  Battle  After  Another.  This

convergence of events suggests an era where

traditional security architectures are failing to

contain localized conflicts, resulting in a state

of  "forever  war"  dynamics  that  threaten  to

upend the global financial and social order.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Kinetic War and the Siege of Kharg

Island

US  and  Israeli  forces  have  intensified

strikes  on  Western  and  Central  Iran,

targeting  drone  production  facilities  and

regime infrastructure.

President  Trump  claimed  that  US  strikes

have  totally  demolished most  of  Kharg

Island,  Iran's  primary oil  export  hub,  and

suggested  further  strikes  may  occur  "for

fun."

The  IDF  announced  it  has  thousands  of

targets remaining in Iran and expects the

campaign to last at least three more weeks.

The  Maritime  Crisis  in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz

Approximately 20% of the world's oil supply

is  currently  trapped  in  the  Gulf due  to

Iranian threats and the alleged sowing of

mines.

President Trump has urged the UK, France,

China,  Japan,  and  South  Korea  to  send

warships to secure the passage.

Maritime experts indicate that a successful

escort  operation  would  require  an  air

package of at least 100 aircraft to maintain

a  50-mile  buffer  from  Iranian  land-based

attacks.

The  Lebanese  Front  and  Hezbollah

Engagement

Israel  is  striking deep into  Lebanon,  with

the death toll rising to 850 people and over

800,000 displaced since March 2.

Hezbollah  claims to  be  engaged in  direct

clashes with Israeli ground troops, marking

a significant escalation from previous cross-

border fire.

Reports  of  Israeli  strikes  hitting  health

centers have been confirmed by the WHO,

with 14 medical workers killed in a 24-hour

period.

Iranian  Succession  and  Leadership

Mystery

Confusion persists regarding the status of

Iran's  new  Supreme  Leader,  Mujtaba

Khamenei; US officials suggest he may be

disfigured or in a coma following the strike

that killed his father.

Foreign Minister Arachi insists the leader is

fully  in  control,  though  he  has  yet  to  be

seen  on  camera  or  heard  in  a  broadcast

address.

Intelligence  reports  suggest  the  late

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was wary of his son

taking power, perceiving him as "not very

bright" and "unqualified."

International  Sporting  and  Cultural

Fallout

Formula  One  has  cancelled  Grand  Prix

races in  Bahrain  and  Saudi  Arabia

scheduled  for  next  month  due  to  safety

risks.

UEFA  cancelled  the  "Finalissima"  match

between  Spain  and  Argentina,  which  was

set to be held in Qatar.

The 98th Academy Awards are being held

in  Los  Angeles  under  tightened  security,

with  surveillance  drones  and  a  one-mile

exclusion zone around the Dolby Theatre.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Mitigation

Global oil prices have spiked, with regular

fuel in the US reaching an average of $3.59

per gallon, up nearly 60 cents in a single

month.

The  UK  government  is  announcing  an

emergency plan to spend tens of millions of

pounds to  help  1.5  million  households

struggling with heating oil costs.

The US has released 172 million barrels of

oil  from  its  petroleum  reserves,  though

analysts warn it takes 120 days for the full

dampening effect to reach the market.

Regulatory  Environment  and  Media

Freedom

FCC  Chairman  Brendan  Carr  has

threatened to revoke the broadcast licenses

of  news  organizations  that  he  claims  are

running  "hoaxes  and  news  distortions"

regarding the war.

This  move  has  been  condemned  by

Democratic lawmakers as a clear directive

to  provide  positive  war  coverage or  face

censorship.

Iran continues a total internet blackout for

its 92 million citizens, hindering the flow of

information  and  the  coordination  of

internal dissent.

AI and Future Warfare Technology

Operation Epic Fury is being characterized

as the first major conflict of the AI era, with

heavy  reliance  on  unmanned  drones  and

cyber-attacks  to  blind  enemy

communications.

Defense  tech  firms  are  showcasing  "AI

pilots" that can command millions of drones

simultaneously,  reducing  the  need  for

human operators.

Laser weapons capable of killing 40 drones

per  minute are  being  developed  by  firms

like EOS to counter the proliferation of low-

cost Iranian-style swarms.

Domestic Stability and Biosurveillance

An outbreak of  invasive meningitis at  the

University  of  Kent  has  resulted  in  two

deaths  and the  hospitalization  of  a  dozen

young people.

Public  health  authorities  have  contacted

3,000  students  and  staff to  roll  out

emergency antibiotics and curb the spread.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this week has focused on

executive oversight of the war and the fiscal

impact of energy inflation. House Democrats

are  aggressively  challenging  the  Trump

administration's  transparency  regarding

civilian  casualties  in  Iran,  while  the  FCC is

asserting  new,  broad  interpretations  of  its

regulatory  authority  over  private  media

companies.  In  the  UK,  the  government  is

bypassing  standard  energy  price  caps  to

provide direct subsidies for heating oil.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

House  Democratic  Oversight  Letter:

Signed  by  nearly  every  House  Democrat,

this  letter  demands  an  investigation into

the  strike  on  a  primary  school  in  Minab,

Iran,  which  killed  168  people,  including

110 children. It questions the use of AI in

targeting  and  the  legality  of  US  cruise

missiles striking civilian sites.
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UK Heating Oil Subsidy: An emergency

funding  measure  proposed  by  Chancellor

Rachel Reeves to mitigate the tripling of oil

prices for  households  not  covered  by

existing price caps.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

FCC Chairman Statement on X: Brendan

Carr  issued  a  directive  that  broadcasters

must operate in the "public interest" or lose

their licenses, explicitly linking this to war

coverage.

Dan  Kane  Military  Briefing: The

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs described the

classified cyber operations that opened the

war,  aimed  at  "blinding"  Iran’s  ability  to

respond kinetic attacks.

Gideon  Saar  Press  Conference: The

Israeli  Foreign Minister denied that Israel

is running low on missile interceptors and

rejected the possibility of direct talks with

Lebanon.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Failure of "Maximum Pressure" and

Asymmetric Resilience

A  significant  theme  emerging  from  the

transcripts  is  the  intelligence  community's

persistent  underestimation  of  Iranian  pain

thresholds.  Despite  the  assassination  of  the

Supreme  Leader  and  the  destruction  of

hundreds  of  missile  launchers,  the  Iranian

regime  remains  functional  and  capable  of

projecting power. Iran’s strategy has evolved

from  direct  military  confrontation  to

"horizontal  aggression,"  hitting  Gulf

neighbors  to  induce  global  economic  pain.

This  asymmetric  warfare—using  cheap,

underground-manufactured  Shahed  drones—

has proven that a militarily inferior state can

effectively  neutralize  the  conventional

superiority  of  a  superpower's  navy  by

weaponizing  geography  and  global  trade

routes.

The  Weaponization  of  News  and

Regulatory Overreach

There is a troubling trend toward the "state-

ification"  of  media  coverage  in  the  US.  The

rhetoric from the FCC Chairman suggests that

the administration views the media not as an

independent observer, but as a tool of national

interest.  By  threatening  license  renewals

based on the "positivity" of war coverage, the

government  is  flirting  with  a  new  era  of

information  control.  Simultaneously,

independent  media  startups  like  Zeteo  are

positioning  themselves  as  alternatives  to

"corporate censorship," though they face their

own  challenges  regarding  revenue  stability

and the sheer volume of "crazy new storms"

created by the presidency.

The "Social" Recovery vs. Global Turmoil

Industry  experts  note  a  "post-pandemic"

demand  for  out-of-home entertainment,  with

Gen Z driving  a  25-30% increase  in  cinema

attendance. However, this cultural desire for

social gathering is colliding with the reality of

war and economic squeeze. The film industry

is in a "dire state" despite a strong year for

art,  facing a production slump and concerns

over corporate consolidation. The transition of

the  Oscars  to  YouTube in  2029 highlights  a

broader shift toward digital-first platforms as

traditional  broadcast  models  struggle  to

maintain  relevance  in  a  fragmented,  war-

distracted audience landscape.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

The US may attempt to seize Kharg Island

using  an  amphibious  force  of  5,000

marines,  a move that would require high-

risk land-based combat and likely lead to an

Iranian "scorched earth" response against

Gulf energy sites.

Expect further evacuations of US personnel

from  Oman  and  Kuwait  as  Iranian  proxy

attacks on diplomatic facilities intensify.

The  UK  and  France  may  deploy

autonomous  mine-hunting  drones to  the

Gulf, even without a formal US request, to

stabilize domestic energy markets.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

If  the  conflict  persists,  US  lawmakers

anticipate  a  request  for  $50  billion  in

supplemental funding, which could become

a major campaign issue for the November

midterms.

The "generational divide" in Iran could lead

to localized civil unrest or "bloodished" as

younger  citizens  seek  revolution  while

older  generations  focus  on  basic  survival

amidst infrastructure destruction.

Global shipping insurance rates will  likely

remain prohibitively high until  a backstop

agreement is reached between the US and

major global reinsurers.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A  permanent  shift  in  the  security

architecture  of  the  Gulf is  likely,  with

regional states moving away from exclusive

reliance  on  US  security  guarantees  after

feeling "betrayed" by the current conflict's

unintended costs.

The normalization of AI-driven warfare will

lead to a global arms race for autonomous

drone  swarms  and  high-power  laser

defenses.

Traditional  broadcast  media  may  see  a

significant  decline  in  audience  share,  as

streaming giants like YouTube become the

primary  distributors  for  major  global

cultural events like the Oscars.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Security Interdependence: Allied nations

should  prioritize  the protection of  civilian

shipping lanes over offensive operations to

prevent  a  total  collapse  of  the  global

energy market.

Diplomatic Off-ramps: Efforts by France

and Oman to mediate should be bolstered,

as  the  current  "maximalist"  military

approach has failed to dislodge the Iranian

regime or secure US demands.

Transparent Investigation: The US must

conduct  a  public  inquiry  into  civilian

casualties to maintain the "moral authority"

necessary  to  hold  together  a  fragile

international coalition.

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply  Chain  Fragility: Logistics  firms

should diversify routes away from the Strait

of Hormuz immediately, as the risk of mine-

related vessel loss remains critical.

Energy  Inflation  Hedges: Businesses  in

energy-intensive  sectors  (e.g.,  farming,

manufacturing) should prepare for volatile

diesel  and  heating  oil  prices through  at

least the third quarter of 2026.
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Cyber  Resilience: Corporate  entities,

particularly in finance and water systems,

must  assume  they  are  targets  of

opportunity for Iranian proxies and should

maintain offline backups of critical data.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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