
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
CTV

M A R C H  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

CTV

M A R C H  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6

GLOBAL ENERGY SECURITY AT RISK

FOLLOWING US STRIKES ON

IRANIAN OIL INFRASTRUCTURE

AMID ESCALATING NORTH KOREAN

NUCLEAR THREATS AND DOMESTIC

VOLATILITY IN TAIWAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  15,  2026,  marks  a  significant

escalation  in  global  geopolitical  instability,

characterized by a direct kinetic confrontation

between the United States and Iran that has

sent shockwaves through energy markets. The

U.S. military’s targeted destruction of  Kharg

Island,  Iran’s  primary  oil  export  hub,  has

crippled  approximately  90%  of  Iran’s  oil

processing  capacity.  This  strategic  strike,

intended  to  halt  Iranian  interference  in  the

Strait  of  Hormuz,  has  triggered  immediate

retaliatory  strikes  by  the  Iranian

Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC)  against

U.S.  bases  in  Iraq  and  Kuwait.  Market

analysts  now  warn  that  global  oil  prices,

already  exceeding  $100  per  barrel,  are

projected  to  reach  $150 shortly,  forcing

national  carriers  like  CPC  Taiwan  to

implement  significant  price  adjustments  to

mitigate the economic shock.

Simultaneously,  the  Korean  Peninsula  has

seen  a  sharp  increase  in  tensions  as  North

Korean leader Kim Jong-un,  accompanied by

his  daughter  Kim  Ju-ae,  supervised  a  mass

firing  of  600mm  multi-role  rocket systems.

The  display,  involving  12  launchers  and

precision  strikes  on  targets  over  360

kilometers  away,  specifically  highlighted  the

regime's capability to deliver tactical nuclear

warheads  against  South  Korean  military

assets. This "triple-threat" of Middle Eastern

energy  disruption,  North  Korean  nuclear

posturing,  and  the  resulting  inflationary

pressure on global supply chains has created

a high-volatility environment for international

security and trade.

Domestically,  Taiwan  is  grappling  with  a

series of systemic failures in public safety and

infrastructure.  A  catastrophic  construction

site  collapse in  Taoyuan  destroyed

neighboring residences, while a series of fatal

traffic  accidents,  including  a  high-speed

trailer  crash  on  the  Tai  74  expressway,

highlight ongoing risks in transport logistics.

These events, coupled with a surge in violent

crime—including a Valentine’s Day murder in

Tainan and mass brawls in Taoyuan—suggest

a  fraying  of  social  order.  Furthermore,

political  discourse  has  turned  increasingly

caustic,  with President Lai  Ching-te’s  recent

comparisons  of  previous  administrations  to

colonial  rule  sparking  intense  debate  over

national identity and historical reconciliation.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Kharg  Island  Escalation  and

Energy Crisis 

US Central Command confirmed strikes on

over  90  targets on  Kharg  Island  to

neutralize  Iran’s  economic  and  military

leverage in the Persian Gulf.

The  IRGC  has  retaliated  with  drone  and

missile  strikes on three U.S.  bases across

Iraq  and  Kuwait,  while  vowing  to  pursue

Israeli leadership.

International  sporting  events,  including

Formula  1  races  in  Bahrain  and  Saudi

Arabia, have been formally cancelled due to

the  proximity  of  the  conflict  to  critical

infrastructure.

Global  aviation  costs  are  surging,  with

major airlines including China Airlines and

EVA  Air  increasing  fuel  surcharges and

booking fees by up to $5 per segment.

North  Korean  Tactical  Nuclear

Posturing 

Kim Jong-un oversaw the test-firing of  12

"super-large"  600mm  rockets,  claiming  a

100% hit rate on island targets in the East

Sea.

The regime explicitly stated these rockets

can  carry  the  Volcano-31  tactical  nuclear

warhead,  aimed at  South Korean airfields

and command centers.

The  prominent  inclusion  of  Kim  Ju-ae  in

military  inspections  suggests  a  hardening

of  succession narratives  centered  on  the

"nuclear heritage" of the Kim dynasty.

Taiwanese  Infrastructure  and

Public Safety Crisis 

A  construction  project  in  Taoyuan’s

Shuangfeng  Road  caused  the  sudden

collapse of  a  neighboring  residential

building due to improper foundation work.

A major accident on the Tai 74 expressway

involving  a  semi-trailer  and  a  light  truck

resulted in the death of one driver after a

20-meter fall from a bridge.

Emergency services in Taipei and Hualien

were  activated  following a  5.4  magnitude

earthquake off the eastern coast, though no

major  casualties  were  reported  despite

significant tremors in northern Taiwan.

Socio-Economic Strains and Public

Health 

Medical professionals are reporting a spike

in  complications  from  illicit  weight-loss

injections,  including  severe  hair  loss,

esophageal  ruptures,  and  "mummy  face"

(hollowed features).

Retailers  are  struggling  with  consumer

"scalping"  and  hoarding,  most  notably  at

Costco, where a makeup kit shortage led to

aggressive behavior and grey-market price

gouging.

The  Taiwan  Lantern  Festival  closed  amid

complaints  of  predatory  taxi  pricing,  with

fares spiked 400% for tourists traveling to

high-speed rail stations.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The U.S. strike on Iranian

oil  fields  has  forced  the  administration  of

President  Donald  Trump  to  restart  offshore

drilling in  California  to  stabilize  domestic

supply.  In  Taiwan,  the  state-run  CPC  has
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moved to adjust prices up to 10.9% to handle

the import cost surge, a move that will likely

cascade into broader consumer inflation.

National  Security  &  Regional  Influence:

The  cancellation  of  F1  races in  the  Middle

East  and  the  implementation  of  high-grade

security for the 98th Academy Awards in the

U.S. reflect a pervasive threat of transnational

terrorism.  Meanwhile,  the  KMT has  warned

that  if  the  Taiwan  Strait were  similarly

impacted by conflict, the global supply chain

shock  would  be  double  that  of  the  current

Iranian crisis, given the $2.4 trillion in annual

trade passing through the region.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: Tainan

is  reeling  from  a  street  stabbing where  a

suspect murdered their former partner over a

perceived intentional transmission of an STI.

In Taoyuan, a drunk-driving incident involving

a 9-month-old infant in the vehicle highlights

persistent  failures  in  enforcing  road  safety

and alcohol-related laws.

Technology Policy & AI: The KMT’s use of

AI-generated  imagery in  its  political

campaigning  has  faced  criticism  for  lack  of

authenticity  and  potential  disinformation.

Furthermore,  the  development  of  "low-cost

underwater  drones"  by  Iran,  potentially

integrated  with  swarm  AI  technology,

represents  a  new  frontier  in  asymmetric

maritime warfare that Taiwan may soon need

to counter.

Rule of Law & Corruption: Local authorities

are  investigating  extortion  claims in

Fengyuan,  where  a  victim  was  allegedly

defrauded  of  $30  million  by  an  individual

using  low-income  status  as  a  cover.

Separately,  a police officer in Taipei  won $2

million in a lottery from a receipt for coffee

bought for a suspect, raising ethical questions

about  the  ownership  of  the  winnings  since

public funds were used.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Taiwan’s legislative focus has shifted toward

addressing the chronic housing crisis and the

emerging  mental  health  needs  of  students,

alongside  controversial  historical  re-

evaluations by the executive branch.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Housing  Law  Amendments: Proposed

changes to Articles 19 and 52 to mandate

that  50%  of  "managed  lease"  units  be

reserved for social housing, with subsidies

for  landlords  increased  to  2.5  times  the

current rate to encourage participation.

Urban Renewal (Vela) Act: Discussion on

the Vela Regulation (enacted 2017) and its

failure to prevent "zombie renewal cases,"

with  96  projects  in  Taipei  recently

becoming invalid due to high costs and lack

of resident consensus.

Student Mental Health Leave: Education

Ministry  policy  allowing  mental  health

leave without  proof  of  illness  is  currently

being  implemented  in  135  universities,

though  professors  complain  it  is  being

misused to avoid attendance penalties.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Presidential  Address  on  Democratic

History: President  Lai  Ching-te  used  the

30th  anniversary  of  Taiwan’s  direct

presidential  elections  to  argue  that  KMT

rule was  at  times  worse  than  Japanese

colonial  rule,  sparking  a  fierce  rebuttal

from KMT leadership regarding the party's

role in the "Taiwan Miracle."
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KMT  Diplomatic  Outreach: KMT

Chairman Eric  Chu confirmed plans for  a

potential  meeting with  Xi  Jinping  in  the

second  quarter  of  2026,  aiming  to

emphasize  the  "1992  Consensus"  as  a

stabilizer for cross-strait relations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Energy and Global

Supply Chains The strikes on Kharg Island

signify a shift from targeted sanctions to the

physical destruction of energy nodes. The US-

led intervention is an attempt to rewrite the

rules  of  Persian  Gulf  security,  but  the

immediate result is a destabilization of global

transport  costs.  For  Taiwan,  a  nation  highly

dependent on energy imports, this translates

into  immediate  "cost-push"  inflation.  The

trend indicates  that  the  "peace  dividend"  of

global  trade is  being replaced by a "conflict

tax,"  where  consumers  pay  for  geopolitical

posturing at the pump and the airport.

The  Fraying  of  Domestic  Infrastructure

Safety The Taoyuan building collapse and the

series of high-profile truck accidents point to

a  dangerous  decline  in  regulatory  oversight

and  construction  standards.  There  is  a

perceptible  theme  of  "rushed  development"

versus  "safety  maintenance."  As  Taiwan’s

infrastructure  ages—with  over  1  million

homes over  50  years  old—the  government’s

inability to accelerate urban renewal projects

creates  a  latent  risk  that  a  moderate

earthquake  could  lead  to  catastrophic

structural failures in Taipei.

The  Commercialization  of  Crisis  and

Public  Distrust The  incident  involving  a

Costco shopper hoarding 66 makeup kits for

resale is a microcosm of a broader erosion of

civic altruism. When this is combined with taxi

drivers overcharging  festival-goers,  a

narrative  emerges  of  a  society  becoming

increasingly  opportunistic  under  economic

pressure.  This  trend  suggests  that  during

periods of high inflation, social trust becomes

a secondary casualty as individuals prioritize

personal gain over community norms.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect immediate

and  sharp  increases  in  gasoline  and  utility

prices in  Taiwan  as  CPC  passes  through

import  costs.  Social  unrest  may  increase  as

the  "mental  health  leave"  debate  in  schools

clashes  with  traditional  academic  rigor.  We

will likely see heightened maritime security in

the South China Sea as the US redirects naval

assets to escort oil tankers in the Middle East.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  Chu-Xi

meeting will likely become the focal point of

Taiwanese politics,  potentially deepening the

domestic divide over sovereignty. North Korea

is expected to conduct a tactical nuclear test

or a higher-altitude rocket launch to verify the

Volcano-31  warhead integration.  Economic

pressure  will  likely  force  a  revision  of

Taiwan’s social housing targets, moving away

from  direct  government  construction  to

private-sector reliance.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Iranian "oil war"

could  lead  to  a  permanent  restructuring  of

global  energy  trade,  with  China  and  India

solidifying  alternative  payment  systems to

bypass  US-led  maritime  control.  Taiwan’s

"Urban  Renewal  2.0"  will  either  succeed  in

reinforcing the capital against seismic threats

or face a systemic failure that leaves the 848

buildings currently  labeled  as  structurally

compromised at high risk of collapse.

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CTV_20260315_020000


RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diversify Energy Sources: Nations must

accelerate the transition away from Persian

Gulf oil dependencies, as the US shift back

toward  domestic  production  leaves

international  markets  vulnerable  to

regional spikes.

Reassess Asymmetric Threats: Maritime

security  forces  should  prioritize  defense

against  AI-driven  underwater  swarms,

which are becoming a cost-effective tool for

state-sponsored blockades.

Strengthen  Nuclear  Non-Proliferation:

The  blatant  display  of  tactical  nuclear

delivery systems by North Korea requires a

coordinated response from the UN Security

Council to prevent a nuclear arms race in

East Asia.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Audit Supply Chain Logistics: Investors

should expect sustained high freight costs

and should audit  their reliance on Middle

Eastern transit routes.

Real  Estate  Risk  Management: Real

estate  developers  in  Taiwan  must

implement more rigorous foundation safety

audits and insurance coverage in the wake

of  the  Taoyuan  collapse  to  avoid  massive

legal and reputational liabilities.

Healthcare/Biotech Due Diligence: The

rising demand for weight-loss drugs creates

opportunities,  but  also  significant

regulatory  risks as  governments  crack

down on illicit "grey market" injections and

their long-term health consequences.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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