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GEOPOLITICAL INSTABILITY INTENSIFIES AS THE US-IRAN CONFLICT
THREATENS GLOBAL ENERGY SECURITY WHILE TECHNOLOGICAL AND LEGAL
_ INNOVATIONS RESHAPE DOMESTIC GOVERNANCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: A WORLD IN FRICTION (MA§CH 15, 2056)
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US-IRAN CONFLICT ESCALATION
President Trump urges multilateral naval presence.
Iranian retaliation campaigns (UAE oil fires).
Regime legitimacy crisis; Mojtaba Khamenei absent.
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HUMANITARIAN FALLOUT
Clandestine recruitment (Ken?'a to Russia).
Record civilian air strike casualties (Somalia).

@F TECH & LEGAL TRANSITION

Al as decision-maker (sports, medical).
“Rights of Nature” movement
(Ecuador river cleanup).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS:
CONFLICT & CONTROL
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Selective Blockade
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‘ STRAIT OF HORMUZ . Global e
MARITIME CRISIS & OI/LNG Flow
ENERGY SECURITY
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
& RIGHTS OF NATURE
REVOLUTION

Ecuador grants river legal
personhood. Machangara River
cleanup ordered. Global
adoption trend (Bolivia, Spain).

+ Al DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY &
ALGORITHMIC GOVERNANCE

IRAN LEADERSHIP
VACUUM & UNREST
Internet Blackout.
Athlete Intimidation.

Al replaces judges (Wimbledon).
EU Al Act vs. Athlete Data Rights.

* Algorithmic bias risks.
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ECONOMIC, SECURITY, &
AUTOCRACY TRENDS

THE RISE OF "WHITE HYDROGEN"
& CLEAN ENERGY GEOPOLITICS
Natural hydrogen reservoirs in Alps.
Carbon-free fuel source. Modern-day gold rush.

ECONOMIC SECURITY & TRADE BARRIERS
AFCFTA struggles (weak implementation,
igh logistics costs).
EU Digital Markets Act probes Amazon
uy box” dominance).
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SUCCESSION & STABILITY IN AUTOCRACIES
Kim Ju-ae groomed for N. Korea leadership.
Vietnam's controlled elections.

N
LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP & DEEP DIVE THEMES
\ SOMALI CONSTITUTION DIGITAL MARKETS ACT RIGHTS OF NATURE SWEDISH SPERM DONATION
(Direct Elections) (EU Enforcement) (Constitutional Clauses) LAWS (“Superdonor” Cap)
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INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF IMPUNITY CO-OPTION OF HERITAGE ALGORITHMIC BIOLOGICAL CONVERGENCE
Epstein, Corporate platforms AFD, Identity warfare Alp g injury, b D
N
STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS
\ STRATEGIC FORESIGHT (TRENDS) RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS (ACTION)
Surge in Iran executions. FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICV
] ?1H?wEEEg;d Inc?eased Strait navlal friction. (D|p[0mats/Cguns)
/ Stricter immigration controls (Kenya/SA). - Repatriation frameworks for *frontline’ nationals.
1 - Deconflict Hormuz W'I"h China.
{ MEDIUM TERM . “Whte Fydrogert race accelerates: Integrate natures rights mto 1reat|es -
(1-6 MONTHS) EU action against Amazon. —
I policy. FOR PRIVATE SECTORIINVESTORS
\ v (Energy/TechllRlskg 4
N Korea succession nstabil 1 Pivot to geologic hy rogen startups.
(L?gﬁgfgg GiobalRights of ‘Natbr: Tabilt y gpiversifyretall from Amazon,
= ) AFCFTA fragmentation /externaildeals - Invest in African infrastructure & logistics.
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GEOPOLITICAL INSTABILITY
INTENSIFIES AS THE US-IRAN
CONFLICT THREATENS GLOBAL
ENERGY SECURITY WHILE
TECHNOLOGICAL AND LEGAL
INNOVATIONS RESHAPE DOMESTIC
GOVERNANCE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 15, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of
global friction, dominated by the escalating
war between the United States and Iran.
President Donald Trump has moved to
internationalize the conflict by urging allies
and rivals, including China, to deploy
warships to the Strait of Hormuz. This effort
to secure a waterway responsible for a fifth of
global oil and LNG comes as Iranian forces
continue a retaliation campaign that has
already sparked major fires at UAE oil
terminals. Internally, the Iranian regime faces
a crisis of legitimacy and leadership; rumors
persist that the new Supreme Leader, Mojtaba
Khamenei, was severely injured in the same
Israeli strike that killed his father, leading to a
reliance on written statements and recorded
presenters rather than public appearances.

Beyond the Middle East, the humanitarian
costs of global power plays are becoming
acute. In Kenya, families are demanding
answers for sons duped into fighting for the
Russian military under false pretenses of
civilian employment. In Somalia, a spike in US
air strikes under the Trump administration is
reportedly causing unprecedented civilian
casualties, including children, as the military
targets al-Shabab militants. These localized
tragedies highlight a broader trend of "hybrid
threats" and
networks that exploit economic desperation in
the Global South to fuel northern conflicts.

clandestine recruitment

Domestically and technologically, the world is
witnessing a rapid transition toward
algorithmic and biological governance. Al is
no longer a tool for analysis but a decision-
making entity in high-stakes environments
like professional sports and medical
diagnostics. Simultaneously, legal systems are
being tested by the "Rights of Nature"
movement, most notably in Ecuador, where a
constitutional court has ordered the cleanup
of the Machangara River, treating the
ecosystem as a legal person. These
developments suggest a future where the
traditional boundaries of the state are being
redefined by both invisible software and the
fundamental rights of the environment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Strait of Hormuz Maritime Crisis

* President Trump has called for a
multilateral naval presence to keep the
Strait of Hormuz open, specifically calling
on China to participate in shipping
protection.
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e I[ran has maintained a selective blockade,
allowing tankers from countries like India
to pass while targeting vessels linked to the
US and Israel.

* I[ranian drone and missile strikes have
successfully caused fires at the Fujairah oil
storage terminal in the UAE, forcing the
suspension of some loading operations.

» The conflict has led to the cancellation of
major international events, including
Formula 1 races in Bahrain and Saudi
Arabia scheduled for April.

Leadership Vacuum and Unrest in Iran

* The absence of Mojtaba Khamenei from
public view has led experts to speculate he
is likel incapacitated
following the Israeli strike on his father's
compound.

isfigur or

* The Iranian regime has imposed a total
internet blackout and is reportedly taking
the domestic "intranet" offline to prevent
coordination of anti-regime protests.

* Human rights activists report that the
regime is threatening the families of
athletes, such as members of the women's
national football team, to force their return
from asylum in Australia.

The Rise of "White Hydrogen" and Clean
Energy Geopolitics

* Geologists are investigating natural
hydrogen reservoirs in the Italian Alps,
which could provide a carbon-free fuel
source for thousands of years.

* Research suggests that iron-rich rocks in
the earth's mantle produce hydrogen when
they encounter groundwater, a process
visible through magnetic fingerprints in the
rock.

* The discovery has sparked a modern-day
gold rush as nations compete to identify
accessible underground hydrogen pockets
to facilitate the energy transition.

Humanitarian Fallout of External

Interventions

* Kenyan investigations reveal that over 100
young men were recruited through rogue
agencies to fight for Russia in Ukraine,
often believing they were taking driving
jobs.

* Civilian casualties in Somalia have reached
unprecedented levels due to a reported 124
US air strikes in 2025, which communities
say target tribal elders and families rather
than militants.

e In the West Bank, Israeli special forces
fatally shot a Palestinian family in their car,
including children aged five and seven, an
act local witnesses describe as an
unprovoked attack.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al and Digital Sovereignty

* Al is now used to replace line judges at
major events like Wimbledon, raising
questions about the reliability of computer-
generated decisions and human oversight.

* In India, startups are using AI to scout
talent in remote areas, though experts
warn that algorithmic bias remains a risk if
data sets are not diverse.

* The EU has passed the world's first Al Act,
though critics argue it fails to provide
adequate protection for athletes' personal
health data.
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Environmental Law and Rights of Nature

* Ecuador has become a global leader in

granting nature legal rights, a move
supported by indigenous communities and
increasingly adopted by countries like
Bolivia and Spain.

e A landmark court case in Quito has ordered
the city to allocate funds to clean the
Machangara River, which currently suffers
from oxygen levels as low as 2% due to
industrial waste.

* Implementation remains a  political
challenge, as enforcing rulings requires
significant state capacity to sanction
polluting corporations.

Economic Security and Trade Barriers

* The African Continental Free Trade Area
(AFCFTA) is struggling with weak
implementation, as high logistics costs and
closed borders continue to hamper intra-
African trade.

Critics argue the AFCFTA favors large
corporations while leaving small traders
and SMEs behind due to entrenched
political and structural barriers.

* In Europe, the Digital Markets Act is being
invoked to investigate Amazon's alleged
abuse of market power, specifically its use
of the "buy box" to control pricing and
penalize vendors.

Succession and Stability in Autocracies

* In North Korea, the increasing visibility of
Kim Ju-ae alongside her father at missile
tests suggests she is being groomed as the
next leader.

* Analysts predict internal power struggles

may emerge between Ju-ae and her
powerful aunt, Kim Yo-jong, as the
succession plan formalizes.

* In Vietnam, parliamentary elections remain

tightly controlled, with the Communist
Party holding 97% of seats and only 7% of

candidates running as independents.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on March 15 focused on
tightening security frameworks and
environmental protections. Several nations
are expanding the definition of "personhood"
to include natural resources, while others are
grappling with the legalities of foreign
military  service and  digital market
dominance. Interviews with  high-level
officials, including the AFCFTA Secretary
General and US military analysts, underscore
a global tension between long-term strategic
goals and the immediate need for
enforcement.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Somali Constitution Amendment:
Signed into law by President Mohamud to
allow direct election of lawmakers, moving
away from the traditional clan-based
system.

Digital Markets Act (DMA): The EU is
marking one year of enforcement, with six
active investigations into tech giants like
Amazon for non-compliance with fair
competition rules.

* Rights of Nature Constitutional
Clauses: Ecuadorian and Bolivian
constitutional provisions are being used in
courts to force municipal and industrial
accountability for pollution.
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* Swedish Sperm Donation Laws: Sweden
is leading an eight-country initiative to cap
the number of children per sperm donor to
avoid the rise of "superdonors."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Wamkele Mene Press Interview: The
AFCFTA Secretary General defended the
slow pace of trade integration, comparing it
to the 72-year evolution of the European
Union.

* US Department of Justice (DO])
Survivor Meeting: Survivors of the
Epstein scandal testified that the DO]J has
failed to meet with them or criminally
charge associates identified in leaked files.

* Iranian Foreign Ministry Briefing:
Abbas Araghchi stated that Iran has not
asked for a ceasefire and is prepared to
defend itself indefinitely against the US.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Institutionalization of Impunity

A recurring theme across the day's reports is
the perceived failure of the rule of law to hold
elites accountable. In the US, the Epstein
scandal remains a flashpoint, with advocates
arguing that wealth and influence continue to
shield perpetrators despite the release of
millions of pages of evidence. This trend is
mirrored in the corporate sector, where
vendors describe "non-forgiving" platforms
like Amazon that allegedly manipulate
algorithms to maintain market dominance

regardless of consumer protection laws. In
international conflict, the lack of transparency
in civilian harm reporting for US air strikes in
Somalia further erodes trust in global security
institutions.

The Co-option of Heritage and Identity

In Germany, the far-right AFD is increasingly
using nostalgia for East German heritage
brands, such as Simson motorcycles, to build
a nationalistic identity. This is particularly
poignant as the brand was founded by a
Jewish family whose history was stolen by the
Nazis. This "identity warfare" demonstrates
how cultural symbols are being repurposed to
rewrite historical narratives and gain political
leverage among younger generations who
lack direct memory of the past.

Algorithmic and Biological Convergence

Humanity is entering an era where Al and
biological systems are being integrated.
Scientists are studying how lightning
vibrations synchronize with brain waves,
suggesting that biological life may have
evolved to use the earth's electromagnetic
fields as a stress shield. At the same time, Al
is being used to predict injury risk by
analyzing biomechanical metrics in real-time.
This suggests a shift toward a world where
governance and health are increasingly
managed by software that monitors the
intersection of the human body and its
environment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a surge in executions in Iran as the

regime moves to eliminate dissent under
the cover of an internet blackout.

* Increased naval friction in the Strait of
Hormuz is likely as the US begins escorting
tankers, potentially leading to accidental
direct engagements between US and IRGC
forces.
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* Kenya and South Africa may implement RECOMMENDATIONS &
stricter immigration controls on citizens IMPLICATIONS

traveling to Russia to prevent further
clandestine military recruitment. For International Policy

Medium Term (1-6 Months) « Diplomats should prioritize the
establishment of repatriation frameworks
for nationals of the Global South who find
themselves trapped in foreign "frontline"
military contracts.

* A "White Hydrogen" exploration race will
likely accelerate across the Alpine regions
of Italy, Switzerland, and France, leading to
new energy-sharing agreements.

* Maritime security efforts in the Strait of

* The EU's investigation into Amazon under Hormuz must be deconflicted with China to

the DMA may result in a landmark fine or a

] ) avoid a secondary superpower
court-ordered restructuring of its "buy box" . . . .
] confrontation while attempting to secure oil
algorithm. .
shipments.

* Vietnam's newly elected parliament will
likely double down on state-led industrial
policy to distance itself from the volatility
of the US-Iran conflict.

* The UN and international courts should
integrate nature's rights into environmental
treaties to provide a clear legal basis for
transboundary pollution disputes.

Long Term (1-5 Years) For Private Sector/Investors

* The formalization of Kim Ju-ae's succession
in North Korea will likely trigger a period
of regional instability as she attempts to
build a military power base independent of
her father's legacy.

* Energy Sector: Investors should pivot
toward geologic hydrogen startups, which
offer a high-growth alternative to
traditional fossil fuels and subsidized green
hydrogen.

* The "Rights of Nature" legal framework - Tech Supply Chains: Companies relying

could lead to a global standard where . . . .

on Amazon should diversify their retail
multinational corporations are held liable . .

) ] presence to include bricks-and-mortar

for ecosystem damage in international . .

stores or independent platforms to mitigate
courts. . L

algorithmic risk.

» If the AFCFTA fails to produce tangible
trade benefits, regional blocs (ECOWAS,
EAC) may move toward further
fragmentation or individual deals with
external powers like China and the UAE.

* Risk Management: Firms operating in
Africa should focus on infrastructure and
logistics investments, as these remain the

primary bottlenecks to trade regardless of
the AFCFTA's legislative progress.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
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around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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