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GLOBAL ENERGY & SECURITY CRISIS DESTABILIZED BY
US IRAN WAR BOSNIA FACES IMMINENT GRAY-LISTING

US-IRAN WAR
TOTAL VICTORY POLICY %

& ESCALATION
LA

AIM: IRANIAN REGIME SURHENDER
& NUCLEAR INFRASTRUCTURE
DESTRUCTION

INT'L COALITION SOUGHT

RISING CIVILIAN CASUALTIES &
REFUGEE CRISlS

ECONOMIC PRESSURE &
ENERGY INSECURITY

FUEL ~3 KM/L
MINIMAL RESERVES (27-30 DAYS)

EXCISE TAX RELIEF BLOCKED
BY POLITICAL GRIDLOCK

LACK OF DOMESTIC REFINERY

END OF ‘DUMB WARS’, RISE OF

‘UVEHWHELMING PUWER’

SHIFT T0 AIR SUPERIORITY, TARGETING
LEADERSHIP (OP. MIDNIGHT HAMMER)

AVOIDING LONG-TERM OCCUPATION

RELIANCE ON INTEL (ISRAELI)

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS)
BOSNIAN FUEL > 3 KM, FOOD PRICE SPIKES
PORT CONGESTION (EUROPE/ASIA)
BOSNIAN MASS PROTESTS (MARCH 31)

AITOOLS (PRISM X) COUNTER RADICALIZATION
BUT CAN AUTOMATE INSURGENCIES

AI-GENERATED MEDIA CREATES “FOG OF WAR"
EUROPEAN PUSH FOR DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY

\/
MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)

BOSNIA GRAY-LISTING
(FDI CONTRACTION, HIGHER RATES)

IRANIAN REGIME LEGITIMACY CRISIS
EUROPEAN SHIFT TO PRIVACY TECH

GLOBALENERGY &
SHIPPING CHAOS

MAJOR SHIPPERS SUSPEND RED SEA TRANSIT |
HICE SHOCK HISKS [19705 STYlE]

GOVERNANCE FAILURE &
MONEYVAL GHAY LISTING THREAT

JUNE DEADLINE FOR AML/CTF LAWS
HOUSE OF PEOPLES FAILURE
INVESTMENT CLIMATE AT RISK
SYSTEMIC CORRUPTION (ITA SMUGGLING)
PUBLIC UNREST & PROTESTS IN SARAJEVO

BOSNIA'S ‘CONNECTED VESSELS’

VULNERABILITY

DECENTRALIZED STATE VULNERABILITY

ASYMMETRICAL PREPAREDNESS
(RS VS. FEDERATION)

POLITICAL DISPUTES CAUSE MARKET COLLAPSE
LEGACY OF CORRUPTION (PANDORA CASE)

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)

PERMANENT POST-OIL REALIGNMENT

(GULF STATES DIVERSIFY)
BOSNIAN RENEWABLES SHIFT

(RURAL DEPOPULATION CHALLENGE)
US-RUSSIA RELATIONS DEGRADE

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY
PRESSURE BOSNIAN HOUSE OF PEOPLES (PASS MONEYVAL LAWS)
SUPPORT REGIONAL MEDIATORS (QATAR, OMAN)
TRANSPARENT INVESTIGATION OF CIVILIAN CASUALTIES

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
FACTOR IN SHIPPING DELAYS & SURCHARGES
PREPARE FOR INCREASED COMPLIANGE COSTS IN BOSNIA
IPLEMENT SAFEGUARDS FOR Al TOOLS (PREVENT PROMPT INJECTION)
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international community is grappling with
the severe economic and security fallout of a
full-scale military conflict between a US-
Israeli coalition and Iran, now entering its
third week. The war has effectively severed
the world's most critical energy artery, the
Strait of Hormuz, forcing global shipping
giants to reroute around Africa and driving
crude oil prices above $110 per barrel. In
Washington, the administration is signaling a
policy of total victory, demanding nothing less
than the wunconditional surrender of the
Iranian regime while simultaneously targeting
its nuclear infrastructure. However, despite
claims of military superiority, the conflict is
increasingly = characterized by
casualties, including a controversial strike on
an Iranian school, and a burgeoning refugee
crisis that has already displaced millions.

civilian

Domestically, Bosnia and Herzegovina is
experiencing a convergence of economic

pressure and institutional paralysis. The surge
in global energy prices is pushing local fuel
costs toward 3 KM per liter, sparking
desperate legislative attempts to suspend
excise taxes—efforts that remain stymied by
political blockades. Simultaneously, the state
is on the precipice of being "gray-listed" by
Moneyval due to the failure of the House of
Peoples to pass critical anti-money laundering
and terrorism financing legislation. This
governance exacerbated by
revelations of systemic corruption within the
Indirect Taxation Authority (ITA) and the
judiciary, fueling public unrest and a series of
mass protests in Sarajevo triggered by a fatal
tram accident and broader institutional
negligen

failure is

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of the US-Israel War with Iran

* US Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth
confirmed the objective is to ensure Iran’s
nuclear ambitions are never achieved,
refusing to rule out "boots on the ground"
while acknowledging that Russia is

providing intelligence to Tehran on US

movements.

President Trump has demanded that
international allies, including Japan and the
UK, send warships to the region to ensure
the Strait of Hormuz is reopened,
characterizing the tjesnac as a global
threat.

* The conflict has entered a "generational
opportunity" phase according to US
officials, who are tracking a 90% decrease
in Iranian missile projection capabilities
following "Operation Midnight Hammer."
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* Internal Iranian resistance is reportedly
rising, with strikes hitting morality police
centers in Tehran, though the regime
continues to retaliate with strikes on Gulf

neighbors and Israel.

Global Energy and Shipping Crisis

* Maersk and other shipping giants have
suspended transit through the Red Sea and
Gulf, citing the mobilization of Iranian
proxies in Yemen as a threat to

international shipping.

Oil prices have surged by 40% since the
start of hostilities, with analysts warning of
a price shock similar to the 1970s if the
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz continues.

* Bosnia is particularly vulnerable, as 80% of
its fuel is imported via the Port of Ploce,
and current reserves are estimated to last
only 27 to 30 days of general consumption.

Bosnian Institutional and Judicial Crisis

* The state faces a June deadline to avoid the
Moneyval gray list, which would devastate
the investment climate and complicate
international banking transactions.

* A major corruption hearing revealed that
the state loses 700 million KM annually due
to organized crime within the ITA, involving
the smuggling of high-value goods and
protected "tycoons."

* Prominent attorney Vasvija Vidovi¢ was
sentenced to six months for obstructing
justice, a case seen as a bellwether for the
state of the Bosnian legal system.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Digital Sovereignty and
Surveillance

Big Tech

* A growing movement in Europe is
advocating for "Digital Sovereignty" to
reduce reliance on US-based tech giants
like Google and Meta, citing privacy risks
and the use of data in US immigration
raids.

Big Tech professionals have petitioned their
CEOs to cancel surveillance contracts with
ICE, highlighting how Silicon Valley
algorithms drive deportations.

* The use of Al-driven cameras and facial
recognition is expanding globally, from the
UK to China, raising concerns about the
"digital dragnet" affecting ordinary citizens.

Critical Infrastructure and

Security

Energy

* Bosnia's lack of a domestic refinery and
devastated storage capacity has left the
country with minimal fuel buffers, with
most funds from fuel taxes spent on
administration rather than reserves.

* The Velez wind park, a 77 million Euro
investment, represents a rare bright spot in
the country's energy transition, though
rural depopulation threatens the long-term
viability of the region.

Social Order and Civil Unrest

* Sarajevo citizens have held their tenth
protest following a fatal tram accident,

decrying a "corrupt system" that they claim

protects negligent officials and police.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1BOS_20260315_050000

e Public sector workers and medical staff in
Tuzla have threatened radical measures
and strikes unless their salaries are
harmonized with other cantons, citing the
rising cost of living.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on March 15 focused on
desperate measures to mitigate the regional
war's impact on local inflation and efforts to
comply with international anti-corruption
standards. Both the Bosnian state parliament
and regional governments are debating tools
for rapid economic intervention, though
partisan blockades persist.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Excise Tax Amendment: A proposal to
allow the Council of Ministers to suspend
or reduce fuel excise taxes for up to six
months during crises. The bill is currently
blocked by the SNSD in the House of
Peoples.

e Law on Fostering (Federation):
Legislation aimed at systemic changes to
foster care, including higher fees and
support for kinship caregivers, passed with
86 votes in the Federal Parliament.

* Moneyval Compliance Package: A set of
two laws concerning the seizure of property
and financial sanctions for terrorism,
currently in the final stages of drafting but
facing significant political opposition.

* Kosovo Law on Foreigners: New
regulations requiring residency permits for
Serbian workers in health and education
sectors in Kosovo, viewed as a major step in
the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Anti-Corruption Commission Hearing:
Former officials and inspectors provided
testimony on systemic corruption within
the ITA, alleging high-level political
protection for smuggling rings.

* Hegseth Press Conference: The US
Secretary of Defense detailed the military

objectives in Iran, citing biblical references
and a commitment to unconditional victory.

* Presidency Rotation Announcement:
Denis Becirovic will take over the

chairmanship of the Presidency on March

16, succeeding Zeljko Koms$ié.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Dumb Wars" and the Rise of
"Overwhelming Power"

A significant shift is occurring in US military
doctrine. Officials are consciously distancing
themselves from the "nation-building" efforts
of the Iraqg and Afghanistan eras, which
Secretary Hegseth labeled "dumb wars."
Instead, the current strategy focuses on
"bringing the enemy to their knees" through
overwhelming air superiority and the
targeting of leadership cadres. This
"Operation Midnight Hammer" approach
seeks a generational reset of Iranian power
without the long-term occupation typical of
previous decades. However, the reliance on
Israeli intelligence—specifically the February
23rd trigger regarding the location of Ali
Khamenei—suggests a high degree of
dependence on regional partners that may
pull the US into a broader regional conflict
than initially planned.

The Weaponization of Transparency and
Al
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Technological advancements are being
double-edged in the current geopolitical
climate. While Al tools like Prism X are being
developed to counter online radicalization,
experts warn these same tools can be used to
automate  insurgencies at scale.
Simultaneously, the proliferation of "Al-
generated" or "80% fake" media content in
the Middle East is creating a fog of war that
makes real-time de-escalation nearly
impossible. This trend is driving a European
push for digital sovereignty, as nations realize
that control over their data and
communication infrastructure is as vital as
physical border security.

Bosnia’s "System of Connected Vessels"
Vulnerability

The Bosnian economic crisis illustrates the
danger of a decentralized state in a globalized
shock. The "system of connected vessels"
meant that when the Federation began
forming fuel reserves, they were essentially
building a buffer for the entire state, despite
the Republika Srpska having no public
terminals of its own. This asymmetrical
preparedness, combined with the blockading
of tax relief measures by one entity, creates a
scenario where political disputes directly
translate into market collapse and public
suffering. The "Pandora" corruption case's
legacy continues to haunt the ITA, showing
that institutional rot is the primary barrier to
economic resilience.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Fuel prices in Bosnia and the wider region
are likely to breach the 3 KM threshold,
leading to secondary price spikes in food
and basic services.

* The closure of the Strait of Hormuz will
lead to severe port congestion in Europe
and Asia as ships arrive off-schedule after
the long Africa detour.

* Bosnian labor unions will likely proceed
with mass protests on March 31, potentially
triggering a broader social movement
against government corruption.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

» If Moneyval laws are not passed by June,
Bosnia’s  gray-listing will cause a
contraction in foreign direct investment
and an increase in interest rates as banks
de-risk.

* The Iranian regime may face a legitimacy
crisis as internal strikes and protests
merge with the external military pressure,
potentially leading to fragmented regional
control.

* European adoption of privacy-focused tech

(Signal, Mastodon, Ecosia) will accelerate
as a political priority against "Big Tech"
surveillance.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The Middle East conflict may force a
permanent post-0il realignment, as Gulf
states accelerate tourism and tech
investments to survive the volatility of
energy markets.

* Bosnia's energy landscape may shift toward
renewables out of necessity, though
structural depopulation in rural areas
remains a threat to the labor force needed
for such transitions.

* US-Russian relations will further degrade

as intelligence sharing with proxies
becomes a standard tool of indirect
warfare.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Diplomatic pressure must be maintained on
the Bosnian House of Peoples to pass
Moneyval legislation immediately, as a
gray-listing would destabilize the Western
Balkans' financial link to Europe.

* Regional mediators (Qatar, Oman) should
be supported in maintaining
communication channels to prevent a total
collapse of the Gulf security architecture.

* The investigation into civilian casualties

(school bombings) in Iran must be
transparent to maintain the coalition’s
moral standing and prevent further
radicalization.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Logistics and supply chain managers
should factor in permanent surcharges and
10-14 day delays for all sea freight between
Europe and Asia.

Investors in Bosnia should prepare for
increased compliance costs and potential
transactional friction if the state misses the
anti-money laundering legislative deadline.

* Companies utilizing Al agents should
implement contained environments to
prevent "prompt injection" or unauthorized
data extraction as these tools become
targets in information warfare.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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