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US strike reportedly kills ~170 children. Unﬁopular war in US/Europe. "Deep State blackmail
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THE ASSASSINATION OF IRAN'S
SUPREME LEADER AND THE
SUBSEQUENT ESCALATION OF A
MULTI-FRONT REGIONAL WAR
HAVE SEVERELY DISRUPTED
GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS AND
CHALLENGED THE US-LED
SECURITY ARCHITECTURE IN WEST
ASIA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 15, 2026, marks the sixteenth day of a
catastrophic  regional conflict, dubbed
"Operation True Promise 4" by Iranian forces,
following an unprovoked US-Israeli
aggression that began with the assassination
of Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei and Major
General Sayyid Abdul Rahim Musawi. The day
was characterized by the consolidation of
power under a new Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei, and a
dramatic intensification of asymmetric
warfare. Iran has deployed its 54th wave of
retaliatory strikes, utilizing advanced solid-
fuel and hypersonic missiles against Israeli
command centers and US regional assets. The
conflict has transitioned from a localized
exchange into a global economic crisis, as

Iran’s restriction of the Strait of Hormuz has
sent oil prices toward $150 per barrel and
catalyzed a significant push for de-
dollarization in energy markets.

The humanitarian toll has become a central
pillar of the day's narrative, with reports of a
US strike on a girls' school in Minab resulting
in the deaths of approximately 170 children.
This has fueled widespread domestic unrest
within the United States and Europe, where
the war is being framed as the most
unpopular in modern history. Concurrently, a
"Deep State" narrative involving the "Epstein
network" has surfaced, with Iranian officials
warning that the Trump administration may
be pursuing the conflict to deflect from
damaging revelations in the Jeffrey Epstein
files. This convergence of leadership
transition, high-tech missile exchanges, and a
collapsing global trade order suggests a
fundamental and likely permanent shift in the
geopolitical landscape of West Asia.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Leadership Succession and Stability:
Following the martyrdom of Ali Khamenei
on the first day of the war, the Assembly of
Experts officially appointed Ayatollah
Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei as the new
Supreme Leader. Despite US claims that
the leadership was in hiding, officials
including President Pezeshkian and the
Foreign Minister were seen rallying with
civilians in the streets of Tehran during Al-
Quds Day events.
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* Escalation of Strategic Weaponry: The
IRGC launched the 54th wave of
operations, deploying the Sejjil solid-fuel
ballistic missile for the first time. This
follows the use of Fattah and Qadar
hypersonic missiles against Al-Dafra
airbase in the UAE, signaling a shift to
heavier, more precise munitions weighing
up to two tons.

* Closure of Strategic Waterways: Iran
has exerted full control over the Strait of
Hormuz, effectively halting the flow of 20%
of the world's oil supply. Reports indicate
Iran is evaluating a policy to allow passage
only to vessels conducting transactions in
Yuan or other non-dollar currencies.

Intelligence and Cyber Warfare: The
anti-Zionist hacking group Handala claimed
to have breached the email accounts of
Laura Gilinsky, a high-ranking Mossad
official, obtaining 100,000 secret emails
detailing covert operations and sabotage
plans against Iran spanning from 2012 to
2026.

* Multi-Front Resistance Engagement:
Hezbollah has moved into "point-blank"
engagement with Israeli forces in southern
Lebanon, specifically around the town of
Khiam. Simultaneously, Iraqi resistance
groups have claimed successful strikes on

US assets, including an air refueler jet

resulting in six US casualties.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and De-dollarization
The weaponization of energy transit has led to
a direct challenge to the petrodollar. Iran has
hinted at ending the dollar monopoly in the
Persian Gulf, a move that could decimate the
US economy if regional neighbors comply.
Global oil prices have crossed $100 per barrel

and are projected to reach $200 per barrel if
the conflict persists another two weeks.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics
The war is increasingly viewed through the
lens of individual survival for leaders. Analysts
suggest Netanyahu is prolonging the war to
avoid imprisonment for corruption, while
President Trump is accused of being
lackmail he E in network to
suppress incriminating files. The transition to
Mujtaba Khamenei in Iran was designed to
demonstrate  continuity and resilience,
countering the "regime change" objectives of
the US-Israeli coalition.

Critical Infrastructure and War Crimes
Targeting patterns have shifted toward
civilian and cultural assets. The US-Israeli
coalition is accused of hitting 11 Iranian
hospitals and a school in Minab where 170
girls were Kkilled. Cultural heritage sites,
including Chehel Sutun Palace in Isfahan,
have also reportedly sustained irreparable
damage from US-led strikes.

Regional Influence and Power Projection
The "Axis of Resistance" has proven highly
coordinated. Hezbollah's ability to maintain
rocket fire despite intense Israeli
bombardment has debunked Israeli claims
that the group's capabilities were 80%
destroyed. In Yemen, the
movement remains a "gatekeeper" for the
Bab-el-Mandeb, threatening a total blockade
of Suez Canal traffic.

Ansarullah

Domestic Stability and Civil Unrest Public
sentiment in the US has turned sharply
against the war. Top polling indicates 41% of
Americans now sympathize with Palestinians
over Israelis, and over 60% of the public
rejects the conflict. In Europe, protests in
Vienna and IL.ondon demonstrate a growing
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link between the Palestinian and Iranian
causes in the eyes of the Western public.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has been dominated by
emergency executive actions and military
directives rather than formal debate. The
Trump administration has faced internal
friction, with some cabinet members
reportedly considering the 25th Amendment
due to the President's perceived instability
and reliance on "intuition" over intelligence.
International organizations like the UN have
been dismissed as double-standard enforcers
that fail to protect sovereign rights.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Pete Hegseth Press Conference:
Claimed Iranian officials were hiding
underground in bunkers, a claim countered
by live footage of President Pezeshkian
walking in Tehran crowds.

Assembly of Experts Briefing:
Announced the appointment of Mujtaba

Khamenei as the third leader of the Islamic
Revolution.

Israeli Transport Ministry Directive:
Banned all outgoing travel to prevent a
mass exodus of dual-citizens from the
occupied territories.

* Lebanese Emergency Cabinet Meeting:
Prime Minister Mikati reportedly attempted
to strip Hezbollah of its legal cover, a move
rejected by military commanders who
proposed actively engaging Israeli
incursions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failure of Conventional Deterrence
The US and Israel appear to have
fundamentally miscalculated the efficacy of
their air defense systems. Reports indicate
that Patriot and Arrow interceptors are being
rationed due to the overwhelming volume and
sophistication of Iranian hypersonic and
maneuvering warheads. The cost-asymmetry
—using $3  million interceptors against
relatively low-cost Iranian munitions—is
unsustainable, leading to the "cracking" of the
myth of invincibility.

Weaponization of the "Deep State"
Narrative A recurring theme is the role of
blackmail and non-state networks in driving
the war. The Epstein files are frequently cited
as the leverage Mossad holds over the US
executive branch. Iranian officials, including
Ali Larijani, have warned that the "Epstein
network" may plan a false flag attack on US
soil similar to 9/11 to manufacture consent for
a deeper invasion of Iran.

Asymmetric Regional Consolidation The
war has bridged previously existing sectarian
and political divides. Protests across Pakistan,
Afghani he Ar world show a
unified front against the "Zionist class." This
trend extends into the West, where
"Generation Z" is increasingly supportive of
Iran due to its role as the only state actively
punishing Israel for the Gaza genocide.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
intensification of missile strikes on Israeli
"nerve centers" like Herzliya. The threat of an
Iranian ‘"exceptional attack" on Tel Aviv
remains imminent. Global supply chains will
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face severe shocks as o0il reserves are
depleted and the Strait of Hormuz remains
restricted.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US
midterm elections will likely serve as a
referendum on the war, with current trends
suggesting a massive Republican defeat. De-
dollarization will gain momentum as India,
China, and France negotiate directly with
Tehran for energy passage, bypassing US
sanctions.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The US security
umbrella in the Persian Gulf is likely to be
proven obsolete. This will lead to the
withdrawal of US bases from the region and
the potential relocation of the Zionist project
—possibly to South America (Patagonia), as
discussed in Zionist manifestos.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The failure of the UN to intervene suggests
a need for a new international charter that
recognizes the sovereignty of West Asian
nations without Western interference.

* Diplomats must prepare for a multipolar
financial order where the Yuan and Euro
play larger roles in energy settling.

e Immediate de-escalation is required to
prevent the use of Samson Doctrine nuclear
options by a desperate Israeli regime.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: High-performance
magnets and missile components rely on
rare earth minerals from China; expect
critical shortages as China potentially
intensifies export bans.

* Energy Volatility: Hedge against oil price
shocks; the current restriction of Hormuz is
unlikely to be resolved through US naval
escorts.

* Real Estate Contraction: Gulf real estate
markets, particularly Dubai (down 30%),
are high-risk zones as long as US bases
remain targets for Iranian retaliation.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated more about the GDELT Project at https:/
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. archive.org/details/tv.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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