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THE GLOBAL SECURITY
ARCHITECTURE IS FACING A
SYSTEMIC COLLAPSE AS THE U.S.-
ISRAELI WAR ON IRAN ENTERS ITS
THIRD WEEK, TRIGGERING A
WORLDWIDE ENERGY CRISIS AND A
DANGEROUS CONVERGENCE OF
REGIONAL CONFLICTS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict in West Asia has escalated into a
sustained regional war, with the U.S. and
Israel conducting a  massive aerial
bombardment of Iran while facing intensifying
retaliatory strikes from the "Axis of
Resistance." As of March 15, 2026, the war
has entered its 17th day, characterized by the
52nd wave of Iranian retaliatory strikes
targeting industrial infrastructure in Tel Aviv
and U.S. military installations in Iraq and
Kuwait. The humanitarian toll is mounting,
with reports indicating over 1,300 civilian
deaths in Iran and 850 in Lebanon, alongside
the destruction of over 40,000 civilian units in
Iran. The conflict is no longer contained, as
Iraqi militias have actively engaged U.S.
assets, including a high-profile drone strike on
the Victoria military base near Baghdad.

The geopolitical fallout is manifesting in a
precarious "oil war" and a collapse of
traditional diplomatic norms. Iran has
effectively asserted control over the Strait of
Hormuz, implementing a selective blockade
that allows passage only to vessels from non-
aligned nations, such as India, or those willing
to trade in Chinese Yuan. This has driven
Brent crude prices above $100 per barrel,
forcing the U.S. to tap into its Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. Simultaneously, the war is
absorbing the international community's
attention, much to the detriment of the
which has
attempted to regain relevance by offering
military expertise and meeting with exiled
Iranian monarchists, thereby making Ukraine
a formal target of Iranian military retaliation.

Ukrainian administration,

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Intensification of Operation Epic Fury and
Regional Retaliation

* The U.S. and Israel have expanded bombing
campaigns to include residential areas in
Tehran and industrial zones in Isfahan, with
B-52 bombers conducting night missions
over Iranian territory.

e Iran launched its 54th phase of retaliation,

reportedly utilizing Sijjil missiles for the
first time since the war's inception to target

Israeli strategic sites.

* Iraqi resistance groups have published
footage of Kamakazi drone attacks on the
U.S. Victoria military base and rocket
strikes on the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad.

* The U.S. has deployed an additional 2,500
Marines to the Persian Gulf, signaling a

potential ground  invasion despite

widespread domestic disapproval.
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Weaponization of Global Energy Supply
Chains

* Global crude oil prices have surged as Iran
uses the Strait of Hormuz as a weapon of
mass destruction against the global
economy.

* Iran continues to export oil at near-pre-war
levels while selectively allowing Indian-
flagged tankers to pass through the
blockade.

e Aramco has issued formal warnings
regarding the catastrophic consequences
for the global economy if the war continues
to destabilize the GCC region.

* The U.S. Treasury has temporarily lifted
sanctions on Russian o0il to mitigate
inflationary pressures caused by the Middle
Eastern supply shock.

Ukraine’s Strategic Overreach in West
Asia

* President Zelensky met with Reza Pahlavi,
the descendant of the last Iranian Shah, to
call for regime change in Tehran.

e Iran has declared Ukraine a legitimate
military target under Article 51 of the UN
Charter due to Kiev’'s provision of drone
defense expertise to Israel and the U.S.

e Trump has publicly rejected Zelensky’s
claims of military assistance, asserting that

the U.S. already possesses superior drone
technology.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Financial Resilience

* The U.S. Secretary of Energy confirmed the
government will tap strategic reserves to
address short-term fuel needs as the Strait
of Hormuz remains contested.

e I[ranian  officials are exploring the
. ionalizati £ ] v by
requiring oil payments in the Chinese
currency for safe passage through the
Hormuz Strait.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics and Bloc
Politics

* Saudi Arabia and the GCC continue to
assert neutrality, resisting intense pressure
from Washington to join the war effort
against Iran.

* Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
held a "Peace Rally" in Budapest, vowing

that no Hungarian sons would be sent to
fight in Ukraine or the Middle East.

* Experts argue that global capitalism is
facing an epical crisis, with the U.S.
resorting to violent expansionism to offset
chronic economic stagnation.

National
Lawfare

Security and Intelligence

* The CIA is reportedly preparing a criminal
referral against journalist Tucker Carlson
for his contacts with Iranian officials and
his critical stance on Israel.

 Israel has implemented strict censorship

regarding the reporting of damage from
Iranian retaliatory strikes within its
borders.

e« A '"kill list" on a Ukrainian website
(Mirotvorets) has added Iranian officials
and Western journalists, highlighting the
escalation of information warfare.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

* U.S. domestic polling indicates that 60% of
Americans disapprove of the invasion of
Iran or direct military support for Israel.
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* Reports from U.S. military bases suggest
commanders are utilizing messianic and
biblical rhetoric to prepare troops for
"Armageddon" in Iran.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on emergency
measures to mitigate the global economic
shock and internal challenges to executive
war powers. In Hungary, the Orban
administration is leveraging the April election
to block EU aid packages to Kiev, while in the
U.S., the administration 1is bypassing
Congressional constraints on the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve. Legal proceedings against
activists and journalists in Germany and Italy
for "pro-Russian" or ‘"anti-war" stances

indicate a hardening of internal security
legislation across NATO states.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* PL. 410 (Brazil/Sao Paulo): Legislation
aimed at allocating restituted lands to
private agricultural interests, sparking
protests from landless worker movements.

* Riere Zabala Law (Paraguay): A law
criminalizing land occupations by
indigenous and peasant groups, seen as an
extension of the "Archive of Terror"
repressive apparatus.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* U.S. Combat Readiness Briefings:
Commanders reported to be using
Revelation-based citations to frame the Iran
war as a divine plan.

* Hungarian "Peace Rally": Victor Orban's

address to thousands of supporters in

Budapest regarding non-intervention in
foreign wars.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Theology of War

A significant trend is the
"religiosification" of statecraft in the U.S. and
Israel. Messianic Zionism and Evangelical
Christian Zionism have moved from the
periphery to the center of military policy.
Analysts note that the Trump administration is
framed by supporters as "anointed" to trigger
the End Times, with religious advisors
advocating for a crusade against "Islamic
fanaticism" while simultaneously disregarding
the existence of indigenous Palestinian
Christians. This religious fervor acts as a
justification for the abandonment of
international law and the adoption of
"geopolitical decapitation” as a standard
tactic.

increasing

Digital Clouds and Information

Suppression

The conflict has seen the emergence of
"digital clouds"—graphic overlays used by
state actors to conceal physical damage to
military infrastructure. This is coupled with
aggressive censorship and "soft repression" in
Western nations, where individuals expressing
dissident views face frozen bank accounts and
criminal charges. The targeting of high-profile
media figures like Tucker Carlson suggests an
era where independent journalism is treated
as a direct national security threat (Foreign
Agents Act).

The "Merchant of Death" Narrative vs.
Business Interests

The rehabilitation of figures like Viktor Bout
within Russian media highlights a counter-
narrative to Western "demonization."
Transcripts suggest that Bout was treated as
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an ideological scapegoat for what was

essentially global arms commerce, a trade
practiced equally by Western states. This
theme ties into a broader critique of U.S.

"hypocrisy" regarding malign influences, such
as past cooperation with Al-Qaeda in Syria.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
continued surge in energy prices as Iranian
sea drones and missiles maintain a high-risk
environment in the Persian Gulf. U.S. domestic
unrest is likely to intensify if casualties from
the Victoria base or other regional hubs are
confirmed. Ukraine may face its first direct
Iranian missile or drone strike on its territory
as Tehran follows through on its "legitimate
target" warnings.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
Strategic Petroleum Reserve may reach
dangerously low levels (below 50%), forcing a
pivot in domestic energy policy or a desperate
military attempt to seize Iranian oil facilities.
Diplomatic fissures within NATO and the EU
will widen, particularly as Hungary resists the
regional war path and other nations seek to
bypass the dollar to maintain energy imports.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The erosion of the
"Samson Option" taboos and the failure of
non-proliferation in Iran may lead to a new
round of nuclear proliferation across the
Global South. The  shift
"transnational capitalist" hegemonic block will
likely result in the total demise of the post-
WWII international system, replaced by a
fractured, digitally-monitored, and
economically totalitarian global order.

toward a

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Establish back-channel communications
with Iran to secure bilateral safe passage
agreements for commercial vessels,
bypassing the U.S.-led coalition.

* Monitor the "de-dollarization" of oil as a
primary threat to Western financial stability
and prepare for the Yuan's increased role in
West Asian energy markets.

* Address the growing risk of cultural
heritage destruction in Isfahan and Tehran
as a rallying point for Global South
solidarity against the West.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Risk Assessment: Diversify away from
GCC-based logistics hubs that host U.S.
military assets, as these are now primary
targets for drone and missile strikes.

* Investment Opportunity: Focus on
critical mineral extraction in Arctic/
Greenland regions as the hegemonic capital
block shifts toward high-tech AI and
military-industrial expansion.

* Supply Chain Resilience: Prepare for
sustained triple-digit oil prices and a
complete restructuring of fertilizer and
helium supply chains due to the Middle
Eastern blockade.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
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trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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