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CONSTITUTIONAL
TRIBUNAL DEADLOCK

Sejm elects 6
new judges;
President blocks
oath-taking.
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& GLOBAL INSTABILITY \
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OPERATION “EPIC FURY":
US-IRAN CONFLICT

Strait of Hormuz
closure threat:
0il Shock risk
($200/barrel?).

Government
e gevelops “Plan B*
assing norms.
AZION | bypassing

US strikes Iranian
oil; Iran threatens
regional firms.

DEEP DIVE:
TRENDS & THEMES

SECURITIZATION OF

IO STATE INCOMPETENCE

& FAILURE

EU DEFENSE VETO &
SOVEREIGNTY DEBATE

Dissent labeled “treason”; Uniformed
services as political hostages; Break-
down of "one voice” defense policy.
MAJOR RANSOMWARE

President vetoes EU
ATTACK: Szczecin

defense loan over

soverelgnty Gov.

claims "national
treason”.

JAWOREK CASE
THE NEW "LORAN" NARRATIVE FALLOUT: A
hospital paralyzed;
millions demanded;
“Iranian factor”
suspected in cyber probes.

Triple-murderer hid Skm
from crime scene for 3
years; Gross police

QLD negligence exposed.

WiRAN
Iranian financial influence (“Loran")
replaces Russian (“Londongrad");
Poland a target for anti-drone tech.

London

REGIONAL SHIFTS:
HUNGARIAN ELECTION

LEGISLATIVE LAG &
DIGITAL VULNERABILITY

DIGITAL VULNERABILITY &
LEGISLATIVE LAG Al Deepfakes
' ' unchecked;
President VETOED
Digital Services Act;
Citizen safety
Opposition Tisa party leads polls; compromised,

Promises revoke asylum for fugitive
Polish politicians.

State fails to pace with threats;
Political deadlock blocks crucial

protective regulations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM
(1-4 WEEKS):

MEDIUM TERM
(1-6 MONTHS):

Protests, Civil Unrest; “Parallel Judiciaries” emerge;
Gas prices rise (8-9 PLN/L).

Potential Hungarian deportation crisis; Gov. seeks
high-interest defense loans.

2027 Election = "Polexit” referendum?; Global

RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

e NATO/EU: Prepare for fractured Eastern Flank.
Energy Diversification: Accelerate
o Mediterranean/African partnerships.

. Diplomatic Pressure: Maintain rule-of-law
standards in Hungary.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

Cybersecurity: Independently harden critical
infrastructure.

LONG TERM
(1-5 YEARS):

supply chains shift away from Middle East.

Supply Chain: Re-route Middle East exposure;
Expect cost increases.

@ Investment Climate: Caution due to long-term
constitutional and judicial risks.
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POLISH NATIONAL SECURITY
UNDER SIEGE AMIDST GLOBAL
CONFLICT AND DOMESTIC
INSTITUTIONAL PARALYSIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Polish political landscape on March 15,
2026, is defined by a deepening rift between
the government and the presidency, triggered
by President Karol Nawrocki’'s veto of the
AFE rogram, an EU-funded defense
initiative. This domestic crisis is unfolding
against a backdrop of severe global instability,
as the conflict between the United States and
Iran—codenamed "Epic  Fury"—escalates,
threatening to destabilize global energy
markets and pull European allies into a
broader regional war. The administration of
Donald Trump has intensified its rhetoric,
targeting Iranian oil infrastructure while
domestic Polish critics fear that the
presidential veto is a precursor to "Polexit" or
a strategic pivot away from European security
structures toward an isolated, nationalist
posture.

Simultaneously, Poland faces a crisis of
internal governance and institutional trust.
The Sejm’s election of six new Constitutional

Tribunal judges has set the stage for another
constitutional showdown, as the President

signals he may refuse to swear them in,
prompting the government to develop "Plan
B" options that further bypass traditional
norms. This institutional paralysis is mirrored
in the security sector by revelations of a

catastrophic three-year failure to locate a

triple-murderer hiding just kilometers from
the crime scene, and a major ransomware
attack on a critical hospital, showcasing
vulnerabilities in both physical and digital
state capacity.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The SAFE Program Veto and the
Sovereignty Debate: President
Nawrocki’s refusal to sign the SAFE bill,
which would have provided roughly
180-190 billion PLN for defense, is based
on claims of "conditional debt" and loss of
sovereignty to Brussels. The government
has responded by labeling the veto
"national treason" and organizing mass
protests under the banner "Chcemy by¢
SAFE" (We want to be SAFE).

* Escalation of Operation "Epic Fury":
The Trump administration has signaled its
intent to further bomb Iranian coastal
targets to keep the Strait of Hormuz open,
despite Iranian threats to destroy all US-
affiliated firms in the region. Speculation
persists regarding the health or survival of
Supreme leader Khamenei following US

strikes.
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* Hungarian FElection Shift: A month
before the April 12 elections, polls show the
opposition Tisa party leading Viktor
Orban’s Fidesz. Orban has centered his
campaign on anti-Ukraine and anti-EU
rhetoric, while opposition leader Peter
Magyar promises to revoke political asylum
for fugitive Polish politicians like Marcin
Romanowski.

Institutional Crisis in the Polish
Judiciary: The Sejm’s appointment of six
non-political judges to the Constitutional
Tribunal faces a presidential blockade,
forcing the ruling coalition to consider
swearing them in before the Sejm or the
Marshal, a move that would deepen the

legal schism in the country.

The Jaworek Case Fallout: Detailed
investigative reports have exposed gross
police negligence in the search for Jacek
Jaworek, who evaded capture for three
years while hiding in his godmother's home
5km from the murder site, raising

questions about state incompetence and

potential internal cover-ups.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Energy: The global
surge in oil prices, reaching $100-$120 per
barrel due to the Iran conflict, is threatening
to drive Polish inflation back above 2.5%.
Markets are pricing in a potential "oil shock"
if the Strait of Hormuz is blocked, which could
see prices reach $200 per barrel.
Domestically, the government is clashing with
the National Bank of Poland (NBP) over the
proposed "SAFE 0%" initiative, which relies
on nonexistent NBP profits or the risky sale of
national gold reserves.

Rule of Law and Legal Warfare (Lawfare):
The legislative push for non-judicial divor

represents an attempt to bypass clogged court
systems, yet it is expected to meet a
presidential veto on ideological grounds.
Meanwhile, the legal status of the
Constitutional Tribunal remains in limbo, with
the government denying the legitimacy of
current "irregular" judges while the President
blocks their replacements, leading to a total
functional reakdown of constitutional

oversight.

National Security and Defense Strategy:

The loss of SAFE funding immediately blocks
10 critical projects for the Border Guard and

Police, including anti-drone systems essential
for the eastern border. Critics argue the
President's alternative relies on 'creative
accounting" rather than liquid capital, while
the government attempts to activate a "Plan

h existin rt funds to keep
military modernization alive.

Cybersecurity and Al Policy: A ransomware
attack on a Szczecin hospital has caused total
informational paralysis, with attackers
demanding millions in ransom. Intelligence
hints at an '"Iranian factor" in recent cyber

probes against Polish nuclear centers.
Simultaneously, the lack of legal protections
against Al- —highlighted
by the victimization of a well-known history
teacher—is being blamed on previous
presidential vetoes of digital services
regulations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this week has been
characterized by high-stakes passing of bills
almost certain to be blocked by the executive
branch, creating a "veto-by-default"
governance environment. The ruling coalition
is increasingly using the Sejm to pass popular
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reforms aimed at highlighting presidential
obstructionism.

* The SAFE Program Implementation Act
(Vetoed): Intended to implement the EU's
Security and Freedom Europe loans for

defense. Vi Presiden wrocki on
March 12, citing concerns over "German-
dominated" decision-making and
sovereignty.

* Non-Judicial Divorce Bill (Passed by
Sejm): Allows couples without minor
children to divorce via the Civil Registry
Office (USC) to reduce court backlogs.
Opposition labels it an attack on the

institution of marriage.

Constitutional Tribunal Appointments:
Six new judges elected by the Sejm to
replace those whose terms expired or were
deemed "doublers." The President has yet

to schedule an oath-taking ceremony.

* SAFE 0% Bill (Presidential Proposal):
An alternative funding bill
proposed by the President using NBP
profits and gold reserves. The Sejm
Marshal has effectively placed it in the

"parliamentary freezer".

defense

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* NBP Press Conference: Governor Adam
Glapinski defended the feasibility of the
"SAFE 0%" plan, suggesting selling and re-
purchasing gold to generate profit, though
economists warn this would lead to
inflation.

* KOD "Chcemy by¢ SAFE"
Manifestation: Mass protest in front of
the Presidential Palace. Speakers like Judge

Jerzy  Stepien emphasized that the
President is violating the spirit of the 1997

Constitution by endangering national
safety.

* MSZ Briefing on  Middle East
Evacuations: The Ministry of Foreign

Affairs confirmed eight special flights have

evacuated nearly 1,200 people, including
Polish and EU citizens, from the conflict
zone.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Securitization of Political Conflict
Security is no longer a consensus issue in

Poland. The President’s opposition to the
SAFE program, despite military leaders like
General Kukutla affirming its necessity,
indicates that the executive branch is willing
to prioritize partisan "sovereignty" narratives
over military readiness. The government's
labeling of this as "national treason" suggests
a total breakdown in the traditional "one
voice" policy on national defense. This
securitization of dissent is polarizing the
military and the police, who now find

themselves "political hostages" in a struggle

for funding.

The New "Loran" Narrative and Iranian
Influence

Economic intelligence is shifting focus from
"Londongrad" (Russian influence) to
"“Loran" (Iranian influence), as reports emerge
of the Iranian Supreme Leader owning 150
million GBP worth of property in London. This
reflects a broader trend of Iranian financial
and paramilitary reach expanding into
Europe, even as Iran labels Ukraine a

"legitimate target" for its drones. Poland’s
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position as a h for anti-dron hnol
makes it a prime target for Iranian-backed
cyber and kinetic aggression.

Digital Vulnerability and Legislative Lag
The Polish state is failing to keep pace with
digital threats. The Szczecin hospital hack and
the use of AI deepfakes for harassment
highlight a massive gap in regulatory and
protective capacity. The President’s veto of
the Act on Digital Services has left Poland as
one of the last EU nations without a
framework to combat these
demonstrating how political deadlock has
direct consequences for citizen safety.

crimes,

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect ongoing street protests and

potential civil unrest as the SAFE funding
crisis prevents planned pay raises or
equipment  deliveries for uniformed

services.

* A showdown over the Constitutional
Tribunal will likely result in "parallel
judiciaries," where some courts recognize
the new judges and others do not.

* Gasoline prices at the pump will likely rise
toward 8-9 PLN per liter as the Iran conflict

continues.
Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* If the opposition wins in Hungary, the
deportation of Polish fugitives like
Romanowski could trigger a major political
crisis for the Law and Justice party.

* The government will attempt to bypass the

SAFE veto by repurposing NBP reserves or

seeking bilateral loans (e.g., from Korea or

the US), likely at much higher interest
rates (6%+ vs 3.1%).

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The 2027 parliamentary elections will serve
as a f
membership, with the "Polexit" narrative
potentially becoming a  self-fulfilling
prophecy if Poland continues to exit
Eur n Ii

referendum n E

nd financial str r

* Global supply chains will permanently shift
toward non-Middle Eastern oil sources
(Morocco, Tunisia) as the Hormuz
instability becomes a permanent
geopolitical feature.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture: NATO and EU
partners must prepare for a fractured
Eastern Flank where the Polish executive
branch may not fully cooperate with EU-
wide defense procurement initiatives.

* Energy Diversification: Immediate
acceleration of Mediterranean and African
energy partnerships is required to offset
the potential closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

* Diplomatic Pressure: Pressure on the
Hungarian leadership transition will be key
to maintaining regional rule-of-law
standards regarding political asylum and
extraditions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Cybersecurity Standards: Healthcare and
critical infrastructure providers in Poland
must independently harden their systems
as state-level digital service protections are
currently stalled by political vetoes.
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* Supply Chain Resilience: Logistics firms
should re-route Middle Eastern exposure
and prepare for long-term transport cost
increases of 25-30% if "Epic Fury" expands.

Climate: The Polish
constitutional crisis introduces significant
long-term risk regarding contract
enforcement and judicial predictability,
necessitating caution in  long-term
infrastructure projects.

* Investment

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260315_173000_Portfel_Kowalskiego
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260315_100000_Wydarzy_sie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260315_164200_Sprawdzamy
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVPINFO_20260315_164200_Sprawdzamy
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

