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MOROCCO NAVIGATES GLOBAL

ENERGY SHOCKS AND REGIONAL

CONFLICT WHILE CONSOLIDATING

DOMESTIC RESOURCE SECURITY

AND DIPLOMATIC INFLUENCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On  March  16,  2026,  Morocco  find  itself

positioned at  a  critical  juncture  of  domestic

stabilization  and  international  volatility.  The

seventeenth day of the US-Israeli war against

Iran has triggered acute anxiety within global

and domestic markets, as escalating hostilities

in  the  Middle  East  drive  oil  and  gas  prices

upward,  threatening  a  "stagflationary  shock"

of  high  inflation  and  diminished  growth.

Domestically, this is manifesting in immediate

fuel price hikes at the pump and a surge in

the  cost  of  basic  commodities  like  onions,

which  have  reached  15  MAD  per  kilogram,

straining  the  purchasing  power  of  citizens

during the holy month of Ramadan.

Despite  these  external  economic  pressures,

Morocco  has  secured  a  significant  strategic

victory  in  water  security.  Following years  of

severe  drought,  recent  rainfall  and  snowfall

have  replenished  national  dam  reserves to

71%  capacity,  totaling  approximately  12

billion cubic meters. This recovery provides a

vital  buffer  for  the  agricultural  sector  and

drinking  water  supplies.  Concurrently,

Morocco’s  diplomatic  apparatus  is

aggressively  countering  security  threats;  US

Republican  senators  have  introduced

legislation to designate the Polisario Front as

a terrorist organization, citing alleged links to

Iranian-backed groups.  This move, combined

with Morocco’s  election to a leadership role

within the Organization for the Prohibition of

Chemical  Weapons  (OPCW),  underscores

Rabat’s  successful  alignment  with  Western

security  architectures  and  its  growing

influence in international governance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Israeli-Iranian  Conflict  Escalation:

The  war  entered  its  17th  day  with

reciprocal missile strikes between Tehran,

Hezbollah, and Israel. US President Trump

indicated  that  while  talks  are  occurring,

Iran is not yet ready for a settlement. The

conflict  has  directly  impacted  regional

infrastructure, including a drone strike on

oil facilities on the UAE’s eastern coast.

Strategic  Legislative  Push  Against

Polisario: US  Senators  Ted  Cruz,  Tom

Cotton, and Rick Scott introduced a bill to

classify  the  Polisario  Front as  a  foreign

terrorist  organization.  The  bill  alleges

operational  links  between  the  front  and

Iranian proxies,  representing a  significant

shift  in  the  legal  and  diplomatic  warfare

regarding the Western Sahara issue.

Water Resource Recovery: National dam

levels  have  seen  a  clear  recovery,

exceeding 71% capacity. This development

is  described  as  a  turning  point  for  the

farming community after  successive years

of  water  scarcity,  particularly  benefiting

fruit tree cultivation in regions like Ifrane.
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International  Diplomatic  Gains:

Morocco  was  elected  to  represent  the

African group in the Executive Council  of

the  OPCW,  with  Ambassador  Mohammed

Al-Basri taking a lead role. Simultaneously,

the Arab League reaffirmed the centrality

of the Al-Quds Committee, chaired by King

Mohammed VI, praising its executive arm,

the  Bayt  Mal  Al-Quds  Agency,  for  its

humanitarian efforts in Jerusalem.

Domestic Economic Strain: Rising global

energy  costs  have  led  to  increased  fuel

prices at  Moroccan  stations.  In  the  food

market,  onion  prices  have  spiked to  15

MAD/kg,  a  500%  increase  from  normal

levels, attributed to both seasonal demand

and weather-related crop damage.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Inflation

The Central Bank faces a inflationary shock

driven  by  energy  supply  disruptions  and

geopolitical  uncertainty.  Policies  may shift

toward  maintaining  high  interest  rates  to

combat rising costs.

The  agricultural  sector  is  benefiting  from

improved  soil  quality and  groundwater

replenishment,  though  market  prices  for

produce remain volatile due to supply chain

inefficiencies.

National Security & Regional Influence

The  proposed  US  legislation  linking  the

Polisario  to  Iran  represents  a  strategic

alignment of Morocco's territorial integrity

concerns  with  broader  Western  efforts  to

contain Iranian regional influence.

Military mobilization continues through the

national military service program, aimed at

developing  youth  professional  skills  and

reinforcing "the spirit of responsibility" and

institutional loyalty.

Statecraft & Diaspora Management

The  government  is  finalizing  the

Mohammedia  Foundation  for  Moroccans

Residing  Abroad,  a  new  institutional

framework intended to unify the efforts of

various  agencies  managing  the  diaspora

(MREs).

Remittances from the diaspora reached 120

billion  MAD last  year,  proving  resilient

despite  global  crises.  The  state  is  now

looking  to  pivot  these  funds  from

consumption  and  real  estate  toward

knowledge-based  and  technological

investments.

Social Order & Religious Governance

During Ramadan, the state is leveraging its

"spiritual security" model to maintain social

cohesion,  deploying  600  religious  envoys

globally  to  promote  the  Maliki  school  of

thought  and  the  institution  of  the

Commander of the Faithful.

The Bayt Mal Al-Quds Agency is conducting

high-visibility  solidarity  campaigns in

Jerusalem,  distributing  2,000  iftar  meals

daily  to  reinforce  Morocco's  role  as  a

protector  of  Islamic  and  Christian  holy

sites.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on international

security  designations  and  the  institutional

restructuring  of  diaspora  affairs,  alongside

parliamentary  scrutiny  of  government

performance.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

US  Senate  Polisario  Designation  Bill:

Proposed by Republican senators to classify

the  Polisario  Front as  a  terrorist

organization  based  on  alleged  ties  to

Iranian-linked groups.

Draft  Law  on  the  Mohammedia

Foundation  for  MREs: A  pending  bill

discussed as a priority for the government

to  implement  King  Mohammed  VI’s  2024

vision for a unified diaspora agency.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Arab  League  Foreign  Ministers

Meeting: Held  in  Cairo,  resulting  in  a

unified  statement supporting  the  Al-Quds

Committee  and  warning  against  Israeli

measures in Jerusalem.

National  TV  Interview  with  Hicham

Sabri: The  Secretary  of  State  for

Employment  discussed  government

performance and  political  participation  in

the program "Point to the Line."

Council  of  the  Moroccan  Community

Abroad  (CCME)  Briefing: Secretary

General  Abdellah  Boussouf  detailed  the

"metaphysical"  relationship between  the

diaspora  and the  homeland and the  need

for  a  evolved  banking  sector  to  support

MRE investments.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Regional Ties

The move by US Senators to link the Polisario

Front to Iran is a masterful stroke of legal and

diplomatic warfare. By framing a decades-old

territorial  dispute  within  the  context  of  the

current US-Iranian war, proponents of the bill

are  attempting  to  force  the  US  State

Department’s hand. This trend suggests that

Morocco's regional adversaries may soon find

themselves  under  the  same  "terrorist"

umbrella  as  Iranian  proxies,  which  would

fundamentally alter the security architecture

of North Africa and the Sahel.

Institutionalizing  "Tamaghrabit"

(Moroccanness)

There is  a concerted effort to transform the

cultural concept of "Tamaghrabit" into a lever

of state power. This is visible in the transition

from viewing the diaspora as a mere source of

"hard  currency"  to  seeing  them  as

ambassadors  of  expertise in  sectors  like

defense  manufacturing,  aeronautics,  and

green technology. The delay in launching the

Mohammedia  Foundation  indicates  a

deliberate,  long-term  strategic  planning

process to ensure the institution can survive

political cycles.

Resource Realism vs. Economic Fragility

Morocco  is  experiencing  a  "resource

paradox." While water security has stabilized

significantly  due  to  high  dam  levels,  the

economy remains acutely vulnerable to global

energy  markets.  The  stagflationary  risks

posed by the Iran war could undo the gains

made  in  the  agricultural  sector.  This

highlights a theme of "imported inflation" that

the Moroccan state can only partially mitigate

through subsidies or social programs.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

social tension if food and fuel prices continue

to  climb  during  the  final  days  of  Ramadan.

The  government  will  likely  increase  its

emphasis on community medical caravans and

food  aid  to  distract  from  the  inflationary
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pressures.  Market  eyes  will  remain fixed on

the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  where  any  further

disruptions  will  immediately  translate  to

higher prices at Moroccan pumps.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

legislative process regarding the Polisario will

likely  reach  a  committee  vote,  potentially

forcing  a  formal  report  from  the  State

Department on Iranian influence in the Sahel.

This  will  increase  pressure  on  Algeria  to

distance  itself  from  the  front.  Domestically,

the institutional merger of MRE agencies will

likely  face  bureaucratic  hurdles  as  different

factions  vie  for  control  of  the  new

Mohammedia Foundation.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Morocco  is

positioning  itself  as  a  "rising  nation" that

exports  not  just  phosphate  and  agricultural

goods,  but  also  "spiritual  security"  and

diplomatic  stability.  If  water  levels  remain

near  70%,  Morocco  may  see  a  reversal  of

rural-to-urban migration as farming becomes

viable again. However, the long-term viability

of this model depends on the modernization of

the  banking  sector to  handle  high-tech

investments from the diaspora.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Diplomats  should  leverage  Morocco’s

leadership  in  the  OPCW to  strengthen

chemical  safety  standards  across  the

African continent, utilizing Rabat as a hub

for regional security training.

The  international  community  must

recognize Morocco’s spiritual diplomacy as

a legitimate tool for counter-radicalization

in Europe and the Sahel.

The  Arab  League's  unified  stance on

Jerusalem suggests  that  Morocco remains

the  indispensable  mediator  in  Palestinian-

Israeli affairs during times of regional war.

For Private Sector/Investors:

The  real  estate  sector remains  a  primary

interest  for  MREs,  but  emerging

opportunities  exist  in  the  logistics  and

technology sectors  as  the  government

pushes  for  an  "investment-led"  diaspora

strategy.

Investors in the agricultural sector should

capitalize on the current water surplus to

invest in modern irrigation and processing

facilities while dam levels are high.

The  energy  sector  faces  significant

volatility  risks;  companies  should  explore

hedging strategies against "stagflationary"

price spikes in the Moroccan market.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original
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broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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