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ESCALATING REGIONAL CONFLICT
AND GLOBAL ENERGY INSTABILITY
AS THE US-ISRAEL-IRAN WAR
ENTERS ITS THIRD WEEK

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On the seventeenth day of the war between
the United States and Israel against the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the conflict has
reached a critical stalemate characterized by
heavy bombardment of Iranian urban centers
and a worsening global energy crisis. Despite
the destruction of an estimated 7,000 military
targets and the reported decimation of Iran’s
conventional naval mine-laying capabilities,
the Iranian military continues to project
power through asymmetrical drone strikes on
regional infrastructure and the effective
closure of the Strait of Hormuz. International
markets remain volatile as o0il prices
fluctuated around the $100 mark, driven by
the realization that US military force alone
has yet to secure the world's most vital energy
artery.

Geopolitical tensions have shifted toward the
cohesion of Western alliances. President
Donald Trump has issued a stark ultimatum to
NATO allies, warning that a failure to provide

naval escorts in the Strait of Hormuz could
lead to the collapse of the alliance. This
"America First" pressure has met significant
resistance; the United Kingdom and Germany
have publicly distanced themselves from the
conflict, framing it as a non-NATO war and
prioritizing domestic economic stability over
direct military involvement. Meanwhile, in
Tehran, the leadership transition to Mojtaba
Khamenei remains shrouded in mystery, as
the new leader has yet to appear in public,
leading to widespread speculation regarding
his health following the initial wave of strikes
that killed his father, Ali Khamenei.

Domestic conditions in Iran are deteriorating
rapidly under an near-total digital blackout.
The government has reduced international
internet traffic to less than 1% of normal
levels, effectively silencing the population and
hindering independent  verification of
casualties, which some organizations now
estimate at nearly 4,800. Hyperinflation has
taken hold of basic goods, with prices for
staples like sugar and rice increasing by over
40% in the two weeks since the war began. As
the Persian New Year (Nowruz) and the
traditional fire festival (Chaharshanbe Suri)
approach, the Iranian security apparatus is on
high alert, threatening "mercy-less"”
crackdowns on any signs of civil unrest, while
the opposition remains fragmented and
paralyzed by the intensity of the kinetic
campaign.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS * The Strait of Hormuz Ultimatum
o President Trump demanded that allies

« Intensified Air Campaign and Strategic including China, Japan, and the UK
Targeting escort their own tankers, claiming the
o Heavy air strikes targeted Tehran, Karaj US is no longer willing to protect their
Tabriz, and Shiraz, focusing on security energy interests for free.
headquarters and research facilities. > European Union leaders expressed lack
o Israel claimed the destruction of a of enthusiasm for joining a naval
I ic aircrafi Mehr Airpor coalition, citing the risk of being
used by senior leadership for military dragged into a broader kinetic war.
coordination. o UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer rejected
© A major strike in Tehran hit an the use of the Royal Navy for the escort
intelligence center disguised as a power mission, emphasizing the need for a
utility office near Pirouzi Street. diplomatic solution to lower energy
costs.

o The US reported hitting 90 targets in a
single wave, including sites related to

satellite and space research in western
Tehran.

* Leadership Crisis and Succession in
Tehran
o Mojtaba Khamenei issued a written
decree retaining all officials appointed
by his late father, signaling a desire for
continuity and stability.

e Iranian Retaliatory Strikes and
Regional Contagion
o Iranian drones successfully targeted a

fuel r nk at Dubai International o The continued public absence of Mojtaba
Airport, leading to significant flight Khamenei has fueled rumors he may
cancellations. have been injured or killed in the strike
o Operations at the UAE’s Fujairah port that des;royed the supreme leader's

were halted again following Iranian compound.
threats and proximity strikes. o Former commander Mohsen Rezaei was
appointed military advisor to the new

o The Majnoon oil field in southern Iraq
was hit by two drones, while Israeli jets
struck IRGC-linked militia checkpoints
on the Syria-Iraq border.

o Iran launched seven ballistic missiles
toward Israel, with some reportedly
carrying cluster munitions that caused
injuries in the Tel Aviv area.

leader, suggesting a consolidation of the
IRGC’s influence over the transitional
government.
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* Digital Warfare and the National
Blackout

o Iranian internet traffic dropped from 1%

to a mere fraction of a percent following

new restrictions on domestic data
centers.

o The government has begun identifying
and arresting users of Starlink satellite
equipment, warning that such devices
are tools of espionage.

o A major data breach at Bank Melli
resulted in the leak of millions of

mer records, exposing the
vulnerability of Iran's national "Intranet"
infrastructure.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience
The global economy is facing a supply shock
as Iraqi oil exports have plummeted from 3.5

million to less than 500,000 barrels per day.
While the US has tapped into 400 million

barrels of strategic reserves, the market
remains tight because alternative pipelines in
Saudi Arabia and the UAE are also under
threat from Iranian proxies. In Iran, the
collapse of the rial and the rationing of

ntial lik r and flour are
creating a subsistence crisis that could outlast
the military campaign.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics
The transition from Ali Khamenei to Mojtaba
appears to be a silent security coup
orchestrated by the IRGC. Analysts suggest
that Mojtaba is currently a figurehead for a
military junta that is prioritizing "neurotic
deterrence"—striking out at neighbors to
prove it is still alive—rather than engaging in
statecraft. The absence of a public
appearance by the new leader severely

undermines his legitimacy and suggests a

regime in deep physical and political distress.

International Relations and Coalition
Cohesion The war is causing a significant rift
in the transatlantic security architecture. The
UK’s refusal to participate in the escort
mission based on "national interest" and
Germany's assertion that this is not a NATO
conflict represent a major departure from
traditional alliance behavior. President
Trump’s willingness to threaten the future of
NATO over ship escorts indicates a

transactional approach to security that could
permanently alter global power dynamics.

National Security and Cybersecurity The
Iranian government has pivoted to a strategy
of total digital darkness to prevent the
coordination of protests. However, this has
also crippled the nation's banking system and
online services, which the government
paradoxically blames on enemy cyberattacks.
The reliance on Starlink by the few who can
afford it has created a new class of digital
targets for the IRGC's "Cyber Army."

Human Rights and Rule of Law United
Nations reports indicate that the war has

provided a cover for the systematic violation
of human rights. The use of machine guns

against protesters in January and the current
wave of arrests of activists' families suggest a
state that has abandoned any pretense of the
rule of law. Furthermore, the US Secretary of
Defense's use of the term " rter"
regarding Iranian forces has raised serious
concerns among international legal experts
regarding potential war crimes.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was dominated by high-level
executive policy statements and international
summits rather than formal legislative voting.
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Key discussions centered on the legality of the
US air campaign and the emergency budget
allocations in the UK to mitigate the energy
Ccrisis.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* UK Emergency Energy Subsidy: Prime
Minister Starmer announced a £53 million
package to help vulnerable families cope
with rising fuel costs, though critics argued
it is insufficient given the 300% surge in
monthly bills.

* German Parliamentary Authorization:
The German Defense Minister stated that
any naval deployment to the Gulf would
require explicit authorization from the
Bundestag, which currently sees no reason
to intervene.

e Iranian "Traitor" Laws: The Iranian
judiciary announced new regulations where
any cooperation with "enemy states" (US/
Israel) would result in execution and asset
forfeiture.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump Press Conference (Kennedy
Center): The President claimed total air
superiority and defended his decision to
demand allies pay for their own naval
security.

* Starmer Media Briefing: The UK PM
defended his refusal to join the war, citing
the lessons of the Iraq War and the primacy
of UK national interest.

* UN Human Rights Council Session:
Special Rapporteurs presented evidence of
atrocities in Iran, including the targeting of
medical neutrality and the use of the death
penalty to silence political dissent.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failure of Strategic Deterrence The
current trend suggests that while US and
Israeli technology can destroy infrastructure,
it has failed to deter Iranian "asymmetric
resilience." Iran has pivoted from high-cost
ballistic programs to low- nd min

warfare, which is more difficult to eliminate
from the air. This shift has turned the war into
a contest of endurance: Iran is gambling that
it can cause enough global economic pain to
force a Western retreat before its own society
collapses from within. The refusal of a
ceasefire by Araghchi underscores this

maximalist stance.

Fragility of the Digital "Silk Road" The
total internet cutoff in Iran has revealed a new
model of authoritarian control: the
"engineered darkness." Unlike previous
shutdowns, this one is total and sustained,
suggesting the government has successfully
isolated its national intranet. However, the
leak of millions of bank records during this
period indicates that isolation does not equal
security. The trend toward using Starlink as a
"lifeline" is being met by a counter-trend of
advanced signal tracking by the IRGC, turning
connectivity into a high-stakes security risk
for citizens.

The Vacuum of Legitimacy Both the Iranian
regime and its external enemies are suffering
from a legitimacy deficit. The Iranian public is
caught between a "vici rship" and a
foreign bombing campaign that many fear is
leading to "Irankeshi" (the killing of Iran as a
nation). The fact that the Iranian opposition
has failed to form a coherent government-in-
exile despite the decapitation of the regime's
top tier suggests a profound lack of readiness
for a post-Khamenei era. Even the much-
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discussed "Emergency Handbook" by Reza
Pahlavi is criticized for being too person-
centric and lacking democratic guarantees.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a major
spike in internal violence in Iran surrounding
Chaharshanbe Suri (March 17). The IRGC is
likely to use the holiday as a pretext for
"preventative" massacres. At sea, if the US
attempts to reopen the Strait of Hormuz
without allied help, a direct naval
confrontation with Iranian fast-attack craft is
inevitable. Oil prices could reach $150 if UAE
or Saudi export terminals are hit again.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Iranian
economy will likely move toward a war-
subsistence model, with total state control
over food distribution. The rift in NATO will
deepen, potentially leading to a re-evaluation
of US troop levels in Europe as Trump
redirects assets to the Middle East. If Mojtaba
Khamenei remains invisible, a secondary
internal TRGC power struggle between
pragmatists and "apocalyptic" hardliners will
surface.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The region will
likely see a permanent shift away from the
Strait of Hormuz as the primary energy exit,
with massive investment in trans-peninsular
pipelines across Saudi Arabia. The Iranian
"state" may evolve into a series of autonomous
military regions similar to the "independent
provincial units" currently conducting the war,
making any future centralized governance or
"regime change" extremely difficult to
implement.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Establish a UN-led maritime security force

to provide an alternative to the US-Israel
coalition, potentially drawing in neutral
powers like India or Brazil to secure
shipping lanes.

Prioritize the recovery of Iran's 440kg of
highly enriched uranium through targeted
special ops to prevent the "wounded"
regime from assembling a nuclear device as
a final act of survival.

* Open a "Humanitarian Digital Corridor" by
idizin n 1thil loyin

thousands of Direct-to-Cell satellite nodes
to break the IRGC's information monopoly.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Diversification: Accelerate the
move toward renewable and nuclear
sources in FEurope to mitigate the
permanent loss of Iranian and potentially
Iraqi fossil fuel supplies.

* Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers reliant
on helium and aluminum from the Gulf
should anticipate prolonged shortages and
seek alternative suppliers in North America
or Australia.

* Cyber Vigilance: Financial institutions
must increase defenses against retaliatory
Iranian state hacking as the regime
attempts to offset its kinetic losses with
digital disruption of Western markets.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
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around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

