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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS

STABILIZE AMIDST STRAIT OF

HORMUZ BLOCKADE AS REGIONAL

ALLIANCES FRAY UNDER US

MILITARY PRESSURE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 16, 2026, marks the seventeenth day of

the escalating war between the United States

and Israel against Iran, a conflict that has now

fundamentally  reshaped  global  energy

security  and  diplomatic  norms.  The  military

campaign has expanded with limited ground

operations in  southern  Lebanon  and

thousands  of  air  strikes  targeting  Iran's

missile infrastructure. However, the strategic

centerpiece  of  the  day  is  the  continued

closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  by  Tehran,

which has trapped approximately one-fifth of

the world’s oil and gas supply. This blockade

has  driven  Brent  crude  to  104  dollars  per

barrel,  forcing major  economies  in  Asia  and

Europe to begin releasing strategic reserves

to prevent a full-scale industrial collapse.

Geopolitically, the Trump administration faces

a  crisis  of  coalition  cohesion.  Despite  direct

appeals for military assistance to reopen the

Strait,  key  allies  including  the  United

Kingdom,  Germany,  Japan,  and  South  Korea

have  refused  to  commit  warships,  fearing

entanglement in a broader, undecided conflict.

In the Americas, a sharp ideological divide has

hardened. While the US promotes a "Shield of

the  Americas"  security  bloc  with  right-wing

allies,  Mexico  continues  to  defy  Washington

by  sending  humanitarian  and  fuel  aid to  a

blackout-stricken  Cuba.  This  friction

highlights a growing resistance to US regional

hegemony, even as new far-right governments

in  Chile  and  France  signal  a  shift  toward

nationalist, security-first domestic policies.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Israel  Military  Offensive  Against

Iran (Day 17): 

The Israeli  military confirmed a limited

ground deployment in southern Lebanon

to  dismantle  Hezbollah  infrastructure

following a massive aerial campaign.

US  and  Israeli  forces  have  conducted

over  7,600  total  attacks on  Iranian

territory,  with  4,700  specifically

targeting Tehran’s missile programs.

Iran has retaliated by targeting Gulf oil

infrastructure,  including  a  drone  strike

on  a  fuel  depot  at  Dubai  International

Airport.
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Global  Energy  Crisis  and  Hormuz

Blockade: 

The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has

neutralized 22 civilian vessels, including

oil  tankers  and  gas  carriers,  causing

massive volatility in global markets.

US  President  Donald  Trump’s  request

for  a  seven-nation  naval  coalition  has

been rebuffed by major allies who prefer

diplomatic solutions.

The  International  Energy  Agency  (IEA)

has authorized the release of 400 million

barrels from  strategic  reserves  to

mitigate  supply  shortages  in  Asia  and

Europe.

Mexico-US-Cuba Diplomatic Friction: 

President Claudia Sheinbaum reaffirmed

Mexico’s  sovereign  right  to  aid  Cuba

despite US threats of tariffs on Mexican

fuel exports.

Former President AMLO reappeared on

social media to launch a donation drive

for  Cuba,  calling  the  US  blockade  an

"attempt at extermination."

Rise of Far-Right Governance in Latin

America and Europe: 

José  Antonio  Kast  was  inaugurated  as

President  of  Chile,  immediately

decreeing  "iron  fist"  migration  policies

and a physical border wall with Bolivia.

In  France,  the  far-right  National  Rally

party  saw  significant  gains in  the  first

round of municipal elections, signaling a

potential  shift  in  the  upcoming

presidential race.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure

The  global  energy  architecture  is  currently

under its most severe stress test since 1973.

The  strike  on  Kharg  Island,  Iran’s  primary

export hub, has crippled 90% of Iranian crude

exports while the Hormuz blockade threatens

to  bankrupt  dependent  Asian  nations.

Domestic  energy  failures  in  Cuba,

exacerbated  by  the  end  of  Venezuelan  oil

shipments  following  the  capture  of  Nicolás

Maduro, have led to a total national blackout

and civil unrest.

Regional  Influence  &  Power  Projection

The  Trump  administration  is  attempting  to

formalize a "Shield of the Americas" security

bloc  to  counter  left-wing  governments  in

Mexico,  Brazil,  and Colombia.  Analysts  view

this  as  an  attempt  to  re-establish  US

hegemony through a "with us or against us"

military  framework,  though  it  faces  stiff

resistance  from  Mexico's  "Humanismo

Mexicano" model,  which  prioritizes  regional

solidarity and social investment over military

alignment.

Corruption & Rule of  Law In  Mexico,  the

executive  is  moving  to  purge  the  Agrarian

Courts, noting that 19 of 51 tribunals are held

by  judges  with  expired  mandates,  many

accused  of  facilitating  land  dispossession

during the neoliberal era. Simultaneously, the

Sheinbaum administration is preparing a new

electoral  reform (Plan  B)  to  reduce political

spending and increase the representation of

Mexican migrants abroad.

International  Relations  &  Coalition

Cohesion The  US  is  experiencing  a

significant  prestige  deficit as  its  traditional

partners  in  the  EU  and  Asia  distance

themselves from the Iran war. The refusal of

the UK and Germany to support the Hormuz

mission  suggests  a  fragmentation  of  the

NATO-aligned  security  architecture,  as

nations prioritize domestic economic stability

over US-led "lawfare" and military excursions.
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National Security & Tactical Warfare The

conflict  has  highlighted  a  technological

asymmetry;  the  US  is  utilizing  multi-million

dollar  missiles to  intercept  relatively

inexpensive  Iranian  drones,  a  cost-benefit

ratio  that  is  unsustainable  for  long-term

conflict.  Domestically,  US public  opinion has

soured, with 59 percent opposition to the war,

the  highest  rejection  rate  for  a  military

intervention in US history.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  consolidating

executive power under the guise of  security

and  fiscal  austerity.  In  Chile,  the  new

administration  bypassed  traditional

parliamentary  deliberation  to  implement

sweeping  security  reforms.  In  Mexico,  the

focus  remains  on  constitutional  adjustments

to the judiciary and electoral systems to align

with the "Fourth Transformation" goals.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Mexico’s Electoral Reform (Plan B): A

proposal to reduce the number of regidores

and  cut  "excessive"  spending  in  local

congresses,  scheduled for presentation on

March 17.

Chilean  Emergency  Decrees: Six

immediate  decrees  signed  by  President

Kast  covering  security,  treasury,  and

defense,  including  the  "physical  border"

mandate.

Cuba  Foreign  Investment  Law: An

emergency  decree  allowing  citizens

residing  abroad to  invest  in  private

businesses  on  the  island  to  alleviate  the

fuel-driven economic collapse.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

The Mañanera (President Sheinbaum):

Detailed  the  Rita  Cetina  scholarships and

disability  pensions,  while  confirming  the

inauguration  of  the  Tijuana  Elevated

Viaduct.

Trump  Press  Conference  on  Hormuz:

The US President criticized allies for "not

being  there  for  us"  after  40  years  of  US

protection.

UN/IEA  Emergency  Session: Discussion

on the modification of the Aspides mission

mandate to allow for offensive operations in

the Gulf.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Regional Alliances

A  trend  is  emerging  where  the  US  uses

"National  Security"  as  a  pretext  to  enforce

ideological  conformity  in  its  sphere  of

influence. The threat of tariffs against Mexico

for  aiding  Cuba  and  the  creation  of  the

"Shield  of  the  Americas"  suggest  that  the

Trump administration is shifting from a trade-

based relationship to a command-and-control

model  with  its  neighbors.  This  is  creating a

"sovereignty backlash" among Latin American

leaders who view US actions as neocolonial.

The Economic  Logic  of  Asymmetric  War

The  Iran  conflict  is  exposing  a  fundamental

flaw in modern high-tech warfare: the cost of

defense is  exceeding the cost  of  offense.  As

Iran  uses  cheap  drones  and  misiles to  pin

down  US  and  Israeli  forces,  the  economic

drain  on  the  US  treasury—exceeding  11.3

billion dollars in three weeks—is becoming a

primary  driver  of  domestic  inflation.  This

"inflationary  war"  is  eroding  Trump's
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popularity and could lead to a forced retreat

or a desperate escalation.

Consolidation of the "Iron Fist" Executive

From Kast in Chile to the gains of the far-right

in France, there is a clear global trend toward

electorates  favoring  authoritarian  security

models over  liberal  democratic  norms.  This

trend is often fueled by migration crises and

perceived government incompetence, as seen

in the collapse of the Boric administration in

Chile.  This  shift  is  likely  to  accelerate  as

energy  costs  rise  and  social  order  becomes

more precarious.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  extreme

volatility  in  fuel  prices  as  strategic  reserves

are  depleted  faster  than  they  can  be

replenished.  The  second  round  of  French

municipal elections on March 22 will serve as

a bellwether for far-right sentiment in Europe.

In  the  Gulf,  the  risk  of  a  miscalculation

leading  to  a  direct  clash  between  US  and

Iranian naval forces remains critical.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Mexico’s

judicial and electoral reforms will likely pass,

further  centralizing  power  under  the

Sheinbaum  administration.  The  US  midterm

elections in  November  will  be  heavily

influenced  by  the  Iran  war's  impact  on  the

domestic  "pocketbook,"  potentially  forcing  a

change  in  US  military  strategy  if  the  GOP

loses its legislative grip.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The fragmentation

of global alliances may lead to the birth of a

multipolar  security  architecture where

regional  blocs  (EU,  BRICS,  "Shield  of  the

Americas") operate independently of the post-

WWII UN/NATO consensus.  Chile's  "physical

border"  and  the  "Shield  of  the  Americas"

initiatives  could  signal  the  end of  the  open-

border,  globalized  trade  era  in  the  Western

Hemisphere.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomats should prepare for a multi-year

regional  conflict in  the  Middle  East  that

may  persist  regardless  of  US  leadership

changes.

The  "Shield  of  the  Americas"  initiative

requires  a  delicate  diplomatic  balance  to

avoid  a  sovereignty  crisis in  Mexico  and

Brazil.

International  bodies  must  address  the

humanitarian crisis in Lebanon, where over

1 million people are displaced, to prevent

regional destabilization.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy-dependent industries should hedge

against extended oil price spikes exceeding

$110 if Hormuz remains closed.

Logistics and shipping firms must reroute

away from the Gulf and Red Sea, leading to

permanent  increases  in  transit  times  and

costs.

Investment  in  Mexican  infrastructure

(energy,  rail,  water)  remains  a  high-value

opportunity  as  the  country  seeks  to

"blindarse"  (armor)  itself  against  global

instability.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and
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scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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