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THE ESCALATION OF AI-

INTEGRATED WARFARE IN UKRAINE

AND DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY CRISES

ACROSS THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 16, 2026, was defined by a significant

technological  escalation  in  the  Russo-

Ukrainian conflict, as Russian forces deployed

modernized  drones  equipped  with  AI-

integrated  navigation and  autonomous

targeting systems. This development suggests

a  shift  toward  algorithmic  warfare  where

human operators are bypassed, complicating

traditional  electronic  warfare  (EW)

countermeasures. Simultaneously, the Russian

domestic  sphere is  grappling with  a  "digital

apocalypse"  as  authorities  intensify  the

blocking  of  Telegram  and  mobile  internet,

forcing urban populations to revert to legacy

communication  networks  like  Fidonet.  This

digital tightening coincides with a burgeoning

agricultural  crisis  in  Siberia  and  the  Altai

region, where mass livestock culls under the

guise  of  disease  control  have  sparked

unprecedented farmer protests and suspicions

of  biological  contamination  or  state-

sanctioned corporate raiding.

On the geopolitical stage, the United States,

under  the  Trump  administration,  is

aggressively  pivoting  focus  from  Ukraine

toward the Middle East. President Trump has

claimed a decisive military victory over Iran,

asserting  that  the  Islamic  Republic's  missile

and drone production capabilities have been

neutralized.  This  shift  is  accompanied  by

coercive diplomacy toward NATO allies, with

Washington demanding a naval mission in the

Hormuz Strait as a prerequisite for continued

alliance cohesion. In Central Asia, Kazakhstan

has formalized a transition toward a "super-

presidency"  via  a  highly  contested

constitutional  referendum,  signaling  a

regional  trend  toward  consolidated

authoritarianism amidst global instability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Technological  Escalation  and

Autonomous Warfare 

Russia  launched  a  massive  wave  of  211

drones  against  Ukraine,  including

modernized units using visual navigation to

bypass  EW  jamming.  Autonomous

navigation  systems allow  these  drones  to

identify  and  strike  targets  without  direct

pilot links.

The  Ukrainian  military  is  struggling  to

adapt  to  these  "atypical"  strikes,  while

concurrently providing expertise to Persian

Gulf  nations  on  countering  Iranian-made

loitering munitions.

Russian  propaganda  has  commercialized

the war effort through media, including the

release  of  "Smuta,"  a  strategy  game

celebrating  the  Gostomel  paratrooper

assault, despite the actual operation's high

casualty rates.
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The Russian Digital Iron Curtain 

Authorities  have  moved  beyond  throttling

to  a  full-scale  block  of  Telegram and

WhatsApp,  utilizing  a  "white  list"  system

for  internet  access.  This  has  led  to  the

revival of Fidonet in Moscow as a means of

decentralized communication.

Mobile internet outages in Moscow and St.

Petersburg are being justified as "personal

security"  measures against  drone  strikes,

though analysts view them as tests for total

domestic information control.

The  Kremlin  has  introduced  a  mandatory

digital  medical  registry,  centralizing  all

patient data, including psychiatric records,

and  granting  the  Ministry  of  Internal

Affairs (MVD) full access.

Central  Asian  Authoritarian

Consolidation 

Kazakhstan's  constitutional  referendum

resulted in 87% support for a new basic law

that creates a People's Council and expands

presidential appointment powers.

Independent observers reported systematic

removals  from  polling  stations and  the

arrest  of  journalists,  including

correspondents from Radio Azattyk.

In  Kyrgyzstan,  the  mass  resignation  of

"Tashiev-aligned" deputies signals a major

reshuffle  in  the  power  struggle  between

President Japarov and the Tashiev political

clan.

Global  Energy  and  Middle  East

Volatility 

The Trump administration has issued a 30-

day license for third countries to purchase

sanctioned Russian oil  currently at  sea to

stabilize global prices.

Tensions  in  the  Hormuz  Strait  remain

critical;  the  US  has  threatened  NATO's

future if allies do not contribute to securing

the waterway,  while  Germany and France

express fears of an open conflict with Iran.

Oil analysts suggest the Russian budget is

failing  to  meet  its  100  USD  per  barrel

target despite  the  conflict,  as  high

production  costs  and  discounts  to

mediators eat into revenue.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI & Technology Policy: The deployment of

AI-driven  visual  navigation  in  drones

represents  a  paradigm  shift  in  autonomous

weaponry. Russia is testing these systems in

Ukraine  to  overcome  sophisticated  EW

environments.  Domestically,  Russia  is

implementing  a  "white  list"  internet

architecture,  signaling  a  move  toward  the

"Sovereign Internet" model where only state-

approved IP addresses are accessible.

Biosurveillance  &  Disease  Outbreaks: A

crisis is unfolding in Novosibirsk and the Altai

Territory where a  regime of  emergency was

declared  due  to  purported  outbreaks  of

Pasteurellosis  and  rabies.  Farmers  have

blocked roads to prevent the mass slaughter

of their herds, suspecting the state is either

concealing  a  biolab  leak or  facilitating  a

market  takeover  by  large  agro-holdings  like

"Irmen."

Energy  Security: The  US-Iran  conflict  has

effectively  closed the Hormuz Strait,  driving

global oil  prices to volatile highs. The US is

preparing  to  release  significant  strategic

reserves to  prevent  a  domestic  fuel  crisis,

while the Russian "shadow fleet" continues to

evade sanctions despite accusations of state-

sponsored piracy in the Baltic Sea.
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Critical  Infrastructure: Russia  faces  a

systemic  collapse  of  its  communal  housing

sector  (ZHKH),  with  60%  of  buildings

nationwide  reaching  critical  wear-and-tear.

Massive  winter  accidents  in  Podolsk  and

Klimovsk highlight the failure of the state to

reinvest  funds  collected  for  capital  repairs,

with  analysts  predicting  a  mass  failure  of

Soviet-era panel housing by 2030.

International  Relations: Trump’s  rhetoric

has  shifted  toward  viewing  Zelenskyy  as  an

obstacle to a peace deal, while characterizing

Putin  as  someone  he  can  "negotiate  with."

This  is  fracturing  the  Western  coalition,  as

European  powers  like  Germany  reject  US

demands for  military  intervention  in  the

Persian Gulf.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislation  across  the  CIS  region  is  moving

toward  deeper  state  control  over  social

behavior,  medical  privacy,  and  language,

under  the  guise  of  "traditional  values"  and

national security.

Kazakhstan  Constitutional  Reform:

Transitioned the state from a two-chamber

to a one-chamber parliament and abolished

self-nomination  for  candidates,  effectively

silencing independent political actors.

Russian  Toy  Safety  &  Traditional

Values: A new federal ban on toys (such as

"monster  dolls")  that  allegedly  harm  the

psychic  health  of  children  or  contradict

traditional values.

Russian Federal Medical Registry Law:

Mandated the creation of a unified digital

database of all patients, effectively ending

medical  privacy for  those with chronic  or

psychiatric conditions.

Cyrillic-Only Signage Law: As of  March

1,  all  public  signage  must  be  in  Cyrillic,

with heavy fines for businesses using Latin

letters  without  translation,  part  of  a

broader "Russian World" linguistic policy.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

VCIOM Social Trust Data: A recent poll

showed spontaneous trust in Putin at only

32%,  though  overall  approval  remains

officially high. Analysts suggest the Kremlin

is monitoring these fluctuations to calibrate

the intensity of domestic crackdowns.

Vatican/International  Appeals: A  global

call for an end to the war was amplified by

the  main  character  of  the  Oscar-winning

documentary "Mr. Nobody vs. Putin" during

the ceremony.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Return of the Analog Underground As

Russia  implements  high-tech  blocking  of

modern  apps  like  Telegram and  YouTube,  a

counter-trend is emerging. Urban populations

are  returning  to  1990s-era  tech such  as

Fidonet  and  cash-based  transactions.  This

"digital regression" is not merely a choice but

a survival  mechanism in a city like Moscow,

where  GPS  spoofing  and  internet  blackouts

have  made  modern  conveniences  like  e-

payments and ride-sharing impossible.

Big  Agro  vs.  The  Private  Farmer

The situation in Novosibirsk reveals a

strategy  of  using  phytosanitary

emergency declarations to consolidate

the  meat  and  dairy  markets.  By

declaring "Pasteurellosis" or "Rabies,"

authorities can wipe out private herds
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that compete with state-aligned agro-

conglomerates.  The  lack  of

transparent  blood  tests or

documentation  provided  to  farmers

suggests  that  these  health  measures

are being used as a tool for economic

redistribution.

Lawfare and the Criminalization of

Aesthetics The Russian legal system

is  increasingly  targeting  individuals

based on digital imagery. The case of

the  Kaliningrad  lawyer  fined  for  an

avatar in Messenger Max featuring a

tattoo  associated  with  the  "AUE"

subculture  marks  a  new  frontier  in

surveillance.  Even  within  non-public

messaging  apps,  "traditional  value"

standards are being enforced through

criminal and administrative penalties.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in

anti-war  and  anti-blocking  protests in  major

Russian cities as the internet outages disrupt

the  gig  economy  and  banking.  The  Crocus

City  Hall  trial will  likely  be  used  as  a

propaganda tool to further justify the "Cargo

200"  sticker  crackdowns and  harsher  anti-

terrorism legislation.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Global  oil

markets  will  remain  in  "panic  mode"  as  the

unpredictability of Trump’s Middle East policy

and  the  potential  for  a  US-Iran  ground

engagement  looms.  In  Ukraine,  the

introduction of autonomous drone swarms will

force  a  massive  reinvestment  in  non-

electronic, kinetic point-defense systems.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Russian ZHKH

housing  crisis will  likely  become  a  primary

driver of domestic unrest as whole city blocks

become  uninhabitable.  Kazakhstan’s  super-

presidential model will be closely watched by

neighboring  autocracies  as  a  potential

blueprint  for  succession  and  stability  in  the

face of "Western liberal influence."

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  West  must  prepare  for  a  decoupling

from US Middle East policy as the Trump

administration prioritizes energy prices and

isolationism  over  traditional  alliance

commitments.

The  recognition  of  "Cargo  200"  and  anti-

war  dissidents within  Russia  should  be

prioritized  to  maintain  channels  of

influence  within  the  growing  Russian

analog underground.

New protocols for identifying AI-controlled

munitions are  needed  for  international

maritime  and  aviation  safety,  given  the

potential  for  autonomous  errors  in  high-

traffic zones.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: Russian  meat  and

dairy  exports face  a  total  lockout  from

Asian  markets  (China/Kazakhstan)  if

suspicions of foot-and-mouth disease or bio-

contaminants are confirmed.

Tech  Resilience: Firms  operating  in  the

CIS  region  must  diversify  communication

protocols to include non-internet dependent

mesh networks, as Telegram and WhatsApp

are no longer reliable.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CURRENTTIME_20260316_230000


Infrastructure Opportunity: The massive

decay  of  Russian  communal  networks

creates  a  vacuum for  private  contractors,

but the risk of automatic fund seizures by

the state makes this a high-risk investment

environment.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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