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HYDROCARBONS LAW REFORM: CREDIT LEVERAGE HURDLE:
Opening for private/foreign Shift from survival to rationality.
High growth vs. micro-stagnation.

investment (CPP).
AMNESTY LAW: INSTITUTIONAL RENEWAL:
7,700+ Records Cleared. National ~ New Attorney General &
Reconciliation Cornerstone. Ombudsman selection.

el FUTURE OUTLOOK & IMPLICATIONS e

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS) MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS) LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)
Focus on strike resolution, fare hike Passage of mining/hydrocarbon laws, Potential “Silicon Valley of Energy”
decision, and new Fiscal/Defensor new Production Contracts (CPPs), Ievera?‘mg resources for digital transformation.
appointments. U.S. TPS decision. Risk of becoming a “management junta”.

© RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY: © RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
Prioritize energy cooperation & maritime security (Hormuz relief). Capitalize on mining/hydrocarbon reforms (long-term concessions).
ion. Caution on localized labor volatility. Opportunities in
Cybersecurity, Al-driven data, and modern infrastructure

Maintain pressure for Amnesty Law implementation

Utilize consular services for diaspora.
OVERALL TREND: Venezuela balances between a promising macroeconomic energy-driven horizon and immediate

pressure's of labor unrest and fragile infrastructure, leveraging global instability for national gain
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VENEZUELA NAVIGATES STRATEGIC
REALIGNMENT WITH THE UNITED
STATES AMIDST GLOBAL ENERGY

CRISIS AND DOMESTIC
INFRASTRUCTURE VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 16, 2026, marks a transformative
period in Venezuelan statecraft, characterized
by an unprecedented "Great Thaw" in
relations with the United States. Driven by a
severe global energy crisis following the
outbreak of open hostilities between the U.S.-
Israel coalition and Iran, the Trump
administration has pivoted toward active
cooperation with Caracas. This realignment is
punctuated by the mutual raising of national
flags in both capitals and the formal
recognition of Acting President Delcy
Rodriguez by Washington. The geopolitical
desperation caused by the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz—which has pushed oil prices
toward $120 per barrel—has effectively
rehabilitated Venezuela’s status as a critical
global energy supplier, leading to the reported
inflow of hundreds of millions of dollars into
national social protection funds.

Domestically, the government is leveraging
this windfall to implement a massive Amnesty
Law, which has already cleared the records of
over 7,700 individuals, while simultaneously
preparing for a full renewal of the Citizen
Power institutions (Attorney General and
Ombudsman). However, this high-level
diplomatic success is contrasted by acute
localized instability. A significant transport
strike paralyzed much of the capital as drivers
demanded fare indexation to the U.S. dollar,
while a serious rail accident in the Valles del
Tuy system highlighted the continued fragility
of critical infrastructure. The state is
currently balanced between a promising
macroeconomic horizon and the immediate
pressures of labor unrest and service
provision failures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* U.S.-Venezuela Diplomatic
Normalization: The U.S. and Venezuela
have effectively restored full diplomatic ties
after seven years. President Trump publicly
praised relations, noting that millions of
barrels of Venezuelan oil are now flowing to
refineries in Houston, while U.S. flags were
raised in Caracas to signal the formal
reopening of the embassy. Washington has
recognized Delcy Rodriguez as the head of
state, moving away from previous
sanctions-based policies.

* Global Energy Crisis and the Hormuz
Blockade: Following airstrikes against
Iranian nuclear facilities at Natanz and
Fordow, Iran has blocked the Strait of
Hormuz. The IEA has responded by
releasing 412 million barrels of crude to
mitigate supply shocks, while oil prices
have reached volatility levels nearing $120
per barrel.
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* National Transport Paralysis: A major
transport strike hit the "Gran Caracas"
area, with drivers demanding a fare of 120
bolivars indexed to the dollar. The state-run
Sitsa system and the PNB were forced to
activate contingency plans using police
vehicles and alternative buses to move
stranded commuters.

* Amnesty Law Implementation: The
government announced that 7.727
individuals have benefited from the
Amnesty Law, including 253 who were fully
deprived of liberty. This is presented as a
cornerstone of "national reconciliation"
following the events of January 2025.

Institutional Renewal: The National
Assembly published lists of candidates for
the positions of Fiscal General (Attorney
General) and Pueblo
(Ombudsman). High-profile figures such as
Ernesto Villegas and Professor Calatrava
are under consideration for these roles.

Defensor del

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience:
The influx of 300 million dollars from fuel oil
sales into a new social protection fund
underscores the shift toward a more
pragmatic, resource-driven economic policy.
The government is also debating a new Law of
Mines to turn mineral resources into a
primary revenue source second only to
hydrocarbons, reflecting a strategic move
toward diversifying state income amidst high
global demand.

International Relations & Bloc Politics:
Venezuela is positioning itself as an
autonomous ally of the United States rather
than a servile partner. This "new moment" in
foreign policy sees Venezuela acting as a
reliable energy provider to the West while

maintaining its internal political structures,
even as it navigates the dangers of the tri-
polar "pranatos" led by Trump, Putin, and Xi
Jinping.

Domestic Stability & Labor Relations: The
transport strike represents a failure in
regulatory negotiations. Transport leaders are
demanding anchorage to the dollar to cover
operational costs, a move the government has
been hesitant to formalize in the Official
Gazette to avoid direct conflict with
consumers. This tension is mirrored in the
banking sector, where despite 10.41% growth
in assets, credit leverage remains a major
hurdle for the average citizen.

Critical Infrastructure: A serious railway
accident in the Ezequiel Zamora system
(Valles del Tuy to Caracas) occurred on
Sunday, injuring at least six and requiring the
evacuation of 400 people. This event,
combined with the transport strike, creates a
perception of infrastructure fragility at a time
when the government is projecting an image
of national recovery.

Statecraft & Digital Sovereignty: Data
strategists and economists are highlighting a
shift from "survival" to "rationality." This
includes the adoption of
cryptocurrencies, with $40 billion in
transactions reported in 2025, and the use of
Al and Big Data to identify consumer
behaviors and optimize industrial production.

massive

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative agenda is focused on
institutional stabilization and the legal
framework for economic expansion. Central to
this is the retroactive and ongoing application
of the Law of Amnesty and the public
consultation for mineral and hydrocarbon
reforms.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e Law of Amnesty (Ley de Amnistia):
Ongoing implementation to release political
prisoners and clear records for crimes
related to political violence from 2002 to
2025, excluding human rights violations or
drug trafficking.

Organic Law of Mines (Ley Organica de
Minas): A reform project approved in the
first discussion to
engine and
transparency and revenue for the state.

namize mining as a

productive increase

* Hydrocarbons Law (Ley de
Hidrocarburos): Proposed modifications
to allow for greater private and foreign
investment through Production Contracts
(CPP) and a unified administrative window.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Amnesty Law Balance Report: Deputy
Jorge Arriaza provided a status update,
confirming that the extinction of criminal
action has been applied to over 7,400
people on parole.

* Institutional Renewal Selection: The
Committee of Postulations of the National
Assembly announced 73 candidates for the
Attorney General's office and 61 for the
Ombudsman's office.

* PSUV Regional Press Conference:
Diosdado Cabello spoke in Trujillo,
emphasizing national unity and citizen
participation following the March 8
communal consultations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Energy Hegemony Shift: The global
landscape has fundamentally altered
Venezuela’s leverage. Analysts note that for

the first time in the 21st century, the world is
facing a major Middle FEast war with a
diminished Right to International Law and a
weakened UN. In this vacuum, Venezuela’s
massive oil reserves—now projected to last
800 years—have turned the country from a
pariah state into a strategic prize that the U.S.
"Deep State" can no longer afford to ignore.
This shift is fueling a domestic narrative of
"Sovereignty and Democracy," where the
government seeks to regain full territorial
control while accepting Western capital.

Economic Bipolarity: Macro-Growth vs.
Micro-Stagnation: There is a profound
disconnect between the "Great Venezuela Part
3" expectations and the daily reality of the

working class. While banking assets grew
interannually by 10.41% and the country is
the nd-lar rren r in

Latin America, the transport strike over a
120-bolivar fare reveals a population still
struggling with the basics of survival. The call
for anchoring the minimum wage to $150 or
$250, as suggested by economists like
Leonardo Vera, remains the most volatile
social topic.

Soft Power and National Pride: The
performance of the national baseball team in
the World Baseball Classic is being utilized as
a potent tool for national cohesion. The
victory over Japan and the upcoming semifinal
against Italy are frequently used as metaphors
for the country's recovery and resilience
against "foreign bombing" and economic
warfare. This sentiment is reinforced by the
return of citizens through the Vuelta a la
Patria flights from Miami, which are being
broadcast as evidence of a country that is
"healing."
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The immediate
focus will be on the resolution of the transport
strike. If the government fails to issue a

yA -authoriz far hike, expect
continued sporadic paralysis and potential
civil unrest in the western sectors of Caracas.
The appointment of the new Fiscal and
Defensor will likely occur within this window,
signaling whether the government is choosing
a path of hardline continuity or symbolic
institutional opening.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The passage
of the new Law of Mines and the finalization
of the Hydrocarbons Law reform will likely
trigger a wave of new Production Contracts
(CPPs). This will be the true test of whether
Western oil majors feel the "security of law" is
sufficient for long-term commitment. In
parallel, the U.S. will likely have to decide on
the extension or lifting of TPS status for
Venezuelans, which will be a key barometer
for the durability of the Trump-Rodriguez
"thaw."

Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela is
positioning itself to become a "Silicon Valley"
of energy for the future, leveraging massive
oil, gas, and mineral reserves to fund digital
transformation. However, the risk remains
that Venezuela could become a "management
junta" controll inter , Similar to
the concerns raised about Puerto Rico and
Hawaii, if it does not successfully balance its
economic reopening with robust institutional
autonomy.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The diplomatic "Great Thaw" is
transactional, not ideological. Policy should
focus on energy cooperation and maritime
security (Hormuz relief) while maintaining
pressure for the full implementation of the
Amnesty L.aw to ensure long-term domestic
stability.

Monitor the potential for EU intervention in
the Middle East conflict, as this would
likely further drive up crude prices and
accelerate Western reliance on Venezuelan
supply.

The raising of flags in Caracas suggests a
resumption of consular services; this
should be utilized immediately to address
the massive backlog in identification for the
Venezuelan diaspora.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Capitalize on the mining and hydrocarbon
reform to secure long-term concessions,

but remain cautious of localized labor
volatility as transport and wage disputes
continue to surface.

* The Venezuelan banking sector shows
reduced delinquency rates (1.19%) and
high profitability, indicating a stabilization
of the financial system that may soon allow
for the return of multi-sectoral credit.

* Cybersecurity and Al-driven industrial data
are  high-growth Companies
providing "zero-latency" infrastructure or
Al-driven consumer analysis (Big Data) will
find an underserved market hungry for
technical modernization.

areas.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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