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IRAN CONSOLIDATES POWER

UNDER NEW LEADERSHIP WHILE

WEAPONIZING THE STRAIT OF

HORMUZ TO INFLICT GLOBAL

ECONOMIC PAIN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 16,  2026,  the seventeenth day of

what  Iranian  state  media  has  dubbed  the

"Ramadan  War,"  the  Islamic  Republic

projected  a  narrative  of  strategic  victory,

domestic  resilience,  and  ideological

continuity. Following the recent death of the

"martyred leader" Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the

state  has  aggressively  promoted the  smooth

succession  of  his  son,  Ayatollah  Seyyed

Mojtaba Khamenei, as the third leader of the

Revolution. This transition is being framed as

a failure of U.S. intelligence, which reportedly

anticipated a regime collapse. Instead, Iran is

using  massive  public  rallies  and  Quds  Day

demonstrations  to  demonstrate  a  unified

front, even as U.S. and Israeli airstrikes target

civilian and military infrastructure across the

country.

Strategically,  Iran  has  escalated  its

asymmetric campaign, moving into waves 55

through  57  of  "Operation  True  Promise  4."

These operations utilize a mix of  high-speed

hypersonic missiles and low-cost "Arash" and

"Hadid" drones to exhaust U.S. and Israeli air

defense interceptors.  Key  targets  include

Israeli  defense  contractors  (Rafael)  and

critical  U.S.  logistics  hubs  in  the  UAE,

Bahrain,  and  Saudi  Arabia.  The  most

significant strategic lever remains the "smart"

closure of the Strait of Hormuz. By demanding

oil payments in Chinese Yuan and restricting

transit,  Iran  has  successfully  triggered  a

global  energy  crisis,  with  oil  prices  surging

toward $150 per  barrel,  effectively  isolating

the Trump administration from its traditional

allies in Europe and Asia who are now seeking

direct negotiations with Tehran.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operation True Promise 4: Waves 55-57

The  IRGC  and  Army  have  launched

successive  waves  of  missile  and  drone

strikes targeting the Rafael and IAI defense

complexes in  Israel  and  the  Ben  Gurion

airport area. 

Strikes targeted the Al-Dhafra base in the

UAE, Sheikh Isa in Bahrain, and the Kharij

base in Saudi Arabia, specifically focusing

on U.S. fuel depots and "tanker" aircraft. 

The  IRGC  utilized  the  "Sejjil"  solid-fuel

missile for the first time in this conflict, a

weapon  described  as  a  "nightmare" for

Israeli planners due to its speed and multi-

warhead capability. 

Global  Economic Warfare and the Strait

of Hormuz

Iran  has  implemented  a  policy  allowing

only  tankers  paying  in  Chinese  Yuan  to

transit the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  a  move

analysts call  more "deadly than a military

defeat" for the U.S. dollar. 
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Global supply chains are fracturing as urea

and  fertilizer  prices jump  by  23-30%,

threatening  the  spring  planting  season  in

the U.S. and Canada. 

Nations including France, Italy, and China

are  reportedly  bypassing  Washington  to

negotiate directly  with  Tehran  for  safe

passage of their vessels. 

The  "Minab  School"  Narrative  and

Lawfare

Iran is centering its international legal and

media campaign on a reported strike on a

girls' school in Minab that allegedly killed

170-175 students. 

The  Judiciary  and  Ministry  of  Foreign

Affairs are coordinating with UNESCO and

international  NGOs  to  document  the

incident as a primary symbol of U.S.-Israeli

war crimes. 

Domestic Wartime Governance

The Supreme Council of Labor announced a

60% increase in the minimum wage for the

year 1405 (2026) to mitigate the impact of

wartime inflation on the working class. 

The government has tripled the distribution

of  basic  goods  for  Ramadan compared to

the  previous  year  to  ensure  domestic

stability. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession  and  Stability The  rapid

elevation  of  Ayatollah  Seyyed  Mojtaba

Khamenei is the central political event. State

media  emphasizes  his  "40  years  of

preparation" and his immediate command of

military  and  intelligence  apparatuses,

countering  Western  narratives  of  a  power

vacuum. 

Energy Security The control of the Strait of

Hormuz  is  being  used  as  a  strategic  "kill

switch"  for  the  global  economy.  Iran  claims

the U.S. has exhausted its strategic reserves

and is unable to force the waterway open. 

Coalition Cohesion Iran is highlighting the

refusal  of  NATO  allies (Australia,  Japan,

France,  Canada)  to  join  Trump’s  naval

coalition in the Persian Gulf. This is framed as

the end of U.S. regional hegemony. 

Economic  Security The  government  is

maintaining a "business as usual" front.  The

Central Bank has increased ATM withdrawal

limits to  5  million  Rials  and  suspended

penalties  for  bounced  checks  to  prevent  a

liquidity crisis. 

Critical  Infrastructure The  Civil  Defense

Organization  (Passive  Defense)  reports  that

despite 150 serious incidents involving power

grids and infrastructure, "recovery teams" are

restoring services in under two hours. 

Labor  and  Industry A  massive  wage  hike

(60%)  and  the  "Mother's  Hope  Card"  (2

million  Rials  for  newborns)  were  launched

during the war to bolster the "home front" and

prevent civil unrest. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  during  the  "Ramadan  War"  has

focused on rapid executive decrees to manage

a command economy and social welfare, while

the Judiciary prepares for post-war "lawfare"

against domestic and foreign enemies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

1405  Minimum  Wage  Decree: A  60%

increase in the monthly minimum wage to

roughly 22 million Rials for single workers

and 24 million for those with children. 
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Mother's  Hope  Card: A  new  social

welfare policy providing 2 million Rials per

child born  in  the  new  year  to  support

"population  youth"  goals  despite  the

conflict. 

Customs Duty Waivers: A 72-hour grace

period  for  port  fines was  established  to

speed up the offloading of 6 million tons of

basic goods currently in anchorage. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Foreign  Ministry  Press  Briefing:

Spokesman  Baghaei  emphasized  that  any

country allowing its territory to be used for

U.S. or Israeli attacks will be considered a

legitimate target. 

Judiciary Council Meeting: Chief Justice

Ejei ordered the seizure of assets belonging

to "elements cooperating with the enemy"

and  emphasized  that  courts  will  remain

open despite wartime damage. 

Civil  Defense  Briefing: General  Jalali

discussed  the  transition  to  "non-visible"

passive  defense and  the  use  of  AI  for

infrastructure recovery. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Economics  of  Asymmetric  Attrition

State media is leaning heavily into "battlefield

economics." Analysts argue that Iran’s use of

low-cost  drones is  bankrupting the U.S.  and

Israel, who must spend millions of dollars on

interceptors  to  stop  a  few thousand dollars'

worth  of  technology.  This  is  described  as  a

deliberate strategy of exhaustion. 

The "Vietnamization" of the Iran Conflict

There is a concerted effort to link the current

war  to  the  Vietnam  War  in  the  American

psyche.  Reports  cite  U.S.  congressmen  and

veterans warning  that  "Iran  is  a  completely

different ball game" and that Trump is leading

the U.S. into an unwinnable quagmire without

public support. 

Narrative  Control:  AI  and  Censorship A

meta-conflict is emerging over the veracity of

news.  Trump is  accused of  claiming Iranian

rallies are "AI-generated," while Iranian state

media claims Israel  is  under severe military

censorship to hide the true extent of damage

to its airbases and ports. 

Succession as a Weapon of Stability The

framing  of  Ayatollah  Mojtaba  Khamenei's

leadership is not just domestic; it is a signal to

the West that the "Deep State" of the Islamic

Republic  is  intact.  The  new  leader  is

portrayed  as  imperturbable  and  deeply

connected to the military, moving from "Ali to

Mojtaba" without a single day of institutional

hesitation. 

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  an

intensification of "Operation True Promise 4"

as Iran attempts to break the resolve of the

remaining U.S. allies in the region. Domestic

focus  will  be  on  the  threat  of  "insurgent"

activities during the upcoming Chaharshanbe

Suri (Fire Festival), which the IRGC warns will

be used as a cover for U.S.-backed "false flag"

operations. 

Medium Term (1-6 Months): If the Strait of

Hormuz  remains  restricted  to  Yuan-

denominated  trade,  the  petrodollar  system

faces  its  greatest  challenge since  1974.

European  and  Asian  manufacturers  may

formally  decouple  from  U.S.  sanctions  to

restore  energy  flows.  Domestically,  Iran  will

transition  from  active  defense  to

"reconstruction  lawfare,"  using  the  Minab

school incident to seek billions in reparations. 
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Long Term (1-5 Years): The "Ramadan War"

likely  accelerates  the emergence of  a  multi-

polar  regional  order where  Iran,  backed  by

China  and  Russia,  manages  Persian  Gulf

security. The succession of Mojtaba Khamenei

suggests  a  long-term  hardening  of  Iranian

policy, focusing on indigenous technology and

"Eastward"  alliances to  the  detriment  of

Western influence. 

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

U.S. and Israeli strategists must recognize

that  the  "regime  change"  narrative  is

currently failing to gain traction internally,

as  succession  has  solidified around  a

hardline consensus. 

The  humanitarian  "Minab"  narrative  is

gaining  significant  traction  in  the  Global

South,  potentially  leading  to  a  diplomatic

blockade  of  the  U.S.  and  Israel  in

international forums. 

The reliance of the IRGC on underground

"missile cities" suggests that air campaigns

alone  cannot  disable  Iran's  offensive

capacity. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy Volatility: Hedge against  a  long-

term closure of the Strait of Hormuz; Iran

appears  committed  to  a  permanent  shift

toward Yuan-based energy trade. 

Supply  Chain  Risk: Agriculture  and

shipping  industries  must  anticipate

prolonged  fertilizer  shortages and  high

maritime insurance premiums in the Middle

East. 

Tech  Resilience: Iran's  demonstrated

ability  to  maintain  its  national  intranet

(SHAD  and  Baras) despite  cyber  and

physical attacks indicates a robust, isolated

digital  infrastructure  that  will  likely

become  the  regional  model  for  "digital

sovereignty." 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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