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THE US-ISRAELI WAR ON IRAN

ENTERS A HIGH-ATTRITION PHASE

AS THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

BLOCKADE TRIGGERS A GLOBAL

ENERGY CRISIS AND FRACTURES

WESTERN COALITION COHESION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  16,  2026,  marks  the  17th  day  of  a

widening regional conflict initiated by a joint

US-Israeli  "decapitation"  strike  against  the

Iranian  leadership.  Despite  claims  from  the

Trump  administration  that  Iranian  military

capabilities are 100% destroyed,  the Islamic

Republic  has  successfully  transitioned  to  a

war of attrition. Utilizing advanced drone and

ballistic  missile  technology,  Tehran  has

effectively  closed  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  to

Western-aligned  traffic,  sending  global  oil

prices  above  $100  per  barrel  and  causing

significant  energy  shortages worldwide.  The

conflict has now expanded into a multi-front

war, with Israel launching a ground invasion

of southern Lebanon to establish a buffer zone

against  Hezbollah,  further  straining regional

stability and international law.

Strategic cohesion within the Western alliance

is  showing  signs  of  terminal  fatigue.  In

Europe,  the  Belgian  Prime  Minister  has

broken ranks, calling for a negotiated energy

deal with  Russia  to  alleviate  domestic

economic pressure, while the UK government

expresses  reluctance  to  be  dragged  into  a

broader ground war. In the United States, a

significant  fracture  has  emerged  within  the

Republican party; high-profile "America First"

voices are denouncing the war as a betrayal of

campaign  promises,  leading  to  a  domestic

"Lawfare" crisis where journalists like Tucker

Carlson claim to be targeted by the CIA under

the Foreign Agents  Registration Act  (FARA).

Meanwhile,  Ukraine  has  sought  to  maintain

relevance  by  offering  drone  interception

expertise to the US-Israeli  coalition,  a  move

that  has  prompted  Tehran  to  designate  all

Ukrainian  territory  a  legitimate  military

target.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Decapitation Strike and its Aftermath

The  war  began  with  the  assassination  of

the Iranian Supreme Leader and his family,

an  act  the  Iranian  government  labels  a

heinous  crime against  international  law.

Despite  the  loss,  Iran’s  provisional

leadership  council  was  established

immediately to maintain state continuity.

A  Tomahawk  missile  strike  on  a  girls'

school  in  Minab,  which  killed  nearly  180

children,  has  become  a  focal  point  of

international  condemnation;  US  military

officials  claim the school  was mistargeted

during an attack on a nearby naval base.

US and Israeli forces have carried out over

7,000  strikes  across  Iran,  targeting

commercial  and  military  infrastructure  to

force an unconditional  surrender that  has

yet to materialize.
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The Blockade of the Strait of Hormuz

Iran has leveraged its geographical position

to choke off 20% of the world's oil supply.

While the US claims the straight is largely

open for  non-sanctioned  traffic,  insurance

rates  and  the  threat  of  Iranian  "swarm"

boat  attacks  have  effectively  halted

Western shipping.

Oil prices have surged past $100 a barrel,

triggering a global  energy shock.  The US

Energy  Secretary  characterizes  this  as  a

short-term disruption necessary to remove

long-term risks to global energy supplies.

China  and  Russia  continue  to  utilize  the

waterway  for  sanctioned  oil  shipments,

further undermining the efficacy of the US

blockade strategy.

Israeli  Ground  Invasion  of  Southern

Lebanon

Israel  has  initiated  "Operation  Ground

Maneuver,"  sending  troops  into  southern

Lebanon  to  eliminate  Hezbollah  threats.

Evacuation  orders  have  been extended to

all areas north of the Zahrani River.

Israeli Defense Minister Israel Katz stated

that residents will not be allowed to return

to  southern  Lebanon  until  security  is

assured,  implying  a  long-term  occupation

or the creation of a permanent buffer zone.

Hezbollah  has  transitioned to  a  "guerrilla

warfare"  strategy,  targeting  IDF  positions

and  northern  Israeli  settlements  like

Nahariya  and  Metula  with  rockets  and

drones.

US Domestic Political Fragmentation

A growing rift in the GOP pits the Trump

administration against the "America First"

movement.  Critics  like  Marjorie  Taylor

Greene  and  Thomas  Massie  have

denounced  the  war as  preemptive

overreach.

Tucker  Carlson  alleges  that  the  CIA  is

preparing  a  criminal  referral  against  him

for  communicating  with  Iranians prior  to

the  conflict,  sparking  fears  of  a  domestic

crackdown on anti-war dissent.

Public  approval  for  the  war  remains  low,

with polling suggesting 60% of Americans

oppose  an  invasion of  Iran  or  further

entanglement for Israeli interests.

Ukraine’s Strategic Pivot

President Zelensky has met with the exiled

Iranian Crown Prince and offered the  US

military  "invaluable  expertise"  in

intercepting Iranian-made drones.

In  response  to  these  offers  of  military

assistance, Iran has cited Article 51 of the

UN Charter to declare Ukraine a legitimate

military  target,  potentially  expanding  the

conflict's geography to Eastern Europe.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

exposed  the  fragility  of  global  supply

chains.  Nigeria,  despite  its  reserves,  is

facing massive price increases due to a lack

of refined petroleum capacity.

Belgium’s call  to resume energy ties with

Russia highlights the collapse of the EU's

common energy policy under the weight of

the Middle East crisis.
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Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

The  US  administration  is  operating  on  a

strategy  of  "geopolitical  decapitation,"

assuming  that  removing  top  leaders  will

collapse adversarial states. This has failed

in  Iran,  where  constitutional  structures

allowed  for  a  rapid  succession  to  a  new

Supreme Leader.

Israeli  Prime  Minister  Netanyahu  is

accused  by  domestic  critics  of  using  the

war  to  stay  in  power and  avoid  personal

legal challenges, despite 70% of the Israeli

public  reportedly  opposing  the  war's

continuation.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare)

The use of the Foreign Agents Registration

Act  (FARA)  to  target  domestic  media

figures  indicates  an  escalation  of  state

power against civil dissent during wartime.

Russia  is  prosecuting  captured  foreign

mercenaries, such as Britain’s James Scott

Reese Anderson,  as  terrorists rather  than

combatants, setting a harsh precedent for

foreign fighters in Ukraine and Kursk.

Coalition Cohesion

The  US  is  struggling  to  form a  maritime

"flotilla"  to  reopen  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.

China,  France,  and the UK have rebuffed

Trump’s  plea for  military  contributions  to

the effort.

NATO  members  are  reportedly  divided;

"sugar  baby"  states  (Baltics/Poland)  favor

continued aggression, while "sugar daddy"

states  (France/Germany/Italy)  are  quietly

negotiating for energy stability.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  March  16  focused

primarily on the limits of executive power in

the US and the legal status of dissent. Efforts

to  restrain  the  administration's  military

campaign have stalled, while the use of FARA

has  become  a  prominent  tool  for  executive

branch agencies.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

War Powers Act Resolution: An attempt

by  the  US  Congress  to  invoke  the  War

Powers Act to halt the offensive in Iran fell

short  of  the  necessary  votes earlier  this

month,  leaving  the  administration  with

unchecked military authority.

Foreign  Agents  Registration  Act

(FARA): Discussion  regarding  the

"weaponization"  of  this  act  against

journalists  and  politicians  who

communicated  with  foreign  adversaries

prior to the outbreak of war.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump  Air  Force  One  Presser: The

President claimed Iran "desperately wants

to  talk"  while  simultaneously  vowing  to

bomb the hell out of its shoreline until the

Strait of Hormuz is opened.

Iranian  Foreign  Ministry  Briefing:

Iranian  officials  confirmed  they  are

negotiating  safe  passage for  ships  from

non-hostile  nations  (Italy/France/India)

while maintaining the blockade against the

US and Israel.

Belgian PM Address: Alexander De Croo

argued that Europe cannot afford to "throw

billions out the window" and must make a

deal with Russia to secure energy.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Failure of Decapitation Theory

The  current  US-Israeli  military  strategy

appears  predicated  on  the  "decapitation"

model—the belief that the sudden removal of

a  regime’s  top  tier  will  lead  to  immediate

social and military collapse. However, reports

from Tehran indicate that the state has shown

significant institutional resilience. Instead of a

"bloodless  regime  change"  similar  to  the

Venezuelan  model,  the  assassination  of  the

Supreme Leader has acted as  a  catalyst  for

national  unity.  This  suggests  a  profound

intelligence  failure  regarding  the  structural

robustness of  the  Iranian  state  and  the

ideological  commitment  of  its  remaining

leadership.

The  Evolution  of  Drone  and  Missile

Attrition

A thematic shift in modern warfare is evident

in  the  "Long-range  strike  war  of  attrition."

Iran  has  utilized  the  "Shahed-136"  and  its

successors  to  saturate  sophisticated  air

defenses like the Iron Dome. The conflict has

exposed  a  critical  vulnerability  in  the  US

military-industrial  complex:  the  inability  to

produce  interceptor  missiles fast  enough  to

counter low-cost drone swarms. This "quantity

as quality" approach is effectively neutralizing

the  technological  edge  traditionally  held  by

Western air forces.

The  "Guerrilla-ization"  of  Regional

Proxies

In  Lebanon,  Hezbollah has  abandoned semi-

conventional  military  posturing  in  favor  of

pure  guerrilla  warfare.  By  moving  rocket

positions  deeper  into  civilian  infrastructure

and  utilizing  underground  tunnel  networks,

they are forcing the IDF into a "meat grinder"

ground war that Israel’s domestic population

may lack the stomach to endure.  This trend

represents a return to the roots of asymmetric

resistance, designed specifically to negate the

"Dahiya  Doctrine"  of  massive  aerial

retaliation.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect a dramatic increase in civil  unrest

within the US as fuel prices impact logistics

and  food  delivery.  The  "Lawfare"  against

anti-war  critics  will  likely  intensify,

potentially leading to high-profile arrests or

the exile of dissident media figures.

Israel will likely deepen its ground invasion

into Lebanon, possibly pushing north of the

Litani River despite international warnings

of a "Vietnam-style" quagmire.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

A permanent  fracture  in  the  EU's  Russia

policy is imminent. As the Middle East war

remains  unresolved,  more  European

nations  (Italy/France)  will  likely  bypass

Brussels to  secure  bilateral  energy

agreements with Moscow.

The US military will face a "munitions cliff,"

as  inventories  of  Tomahawk  and  Patriot

missiles  reach  the  bottom  of  the  barrel,

limiting  Washington’s  ability  to  project

power against Russia or China.
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

The "Imperial Overreach" demonstrated in

this  conflict  could  lead  to  the  definitive

demise  of  the  post-WWII  international

system.  Middle  powers  in  the  Gulf  and

Global  South  will  likely  accelerate  their

drift  toward  the  BRICS  bloc,  seeking

security  architectures  independent  of

Washington.

Israel’s pursuit of "Greater Israel" and its

occupational  expansion will  likely  lead  to

its  total  isolation  from  Western  liberal

democracies, leaving it entirely dependent

on US military support  that  may itself  be

waning.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security: Coalition partners must prepare

for  Iranian  "retaliatory  strikes"  targeting

US bases on their soil. Iran has warned that

hosting  aggressive  assets makes  these

nations legitimate targets.

Diplomatic: The  failure  of  the

"decapitation" strategy suggests a need for

urgent  back-channel  diplomacy  with

Tehran's provisional council before tactical

nuclear  weapons enter  the  escalation

ladder.

Legal: Monitor  the  "criminalization  of

journalism" in the US; the FARA precedents

being  set  will  have  profound  implications

for international reporting and the safety of

foreign correspondents.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: The Strait of Hormuz will

remain a high-risk zone for the foreseeable

future.  Diversification  toward  Russian  or

West  African energy  sources  is  a  tactical

necessity,  despite  the  sanctions

environment.

Investment  Opportunities: The  conflict

has  highlighted  the  critical  need  for

"Digital  and  Drone  Sovereignty."

Investments  in  counter-drone  technology

and localized energy refining are likely to

see massive growth.

Risk  Management: Corporations  must

evaluate "Lawfare" risks. The expansion of

FARA  and  other  national  security  acts

means  that  even  routine  international

communications  could  be  flagged  as

"foreign influence" in the current political

climate.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original
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broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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