TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

TVRIN

MARCH 16, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

REPORT VISUALIZATION:

INDONESIA NAVIGATES MASSIVE
MIGRATION, DIGITAL DISINFORMATION,
& GLOBAL INSTABILITY (MARCH 2026)

MUDIK PEAK
MOBILIZATION

Gilimanuk-Ketapang Crossing

DIGITAL DISINFORMATION
FRONTIER

REAL FOOTAGE : AI-FABRICATED CCTV
(BLURRED) | (FAKE SUSPECTS)

UNPRECEDENTED
INFRASTRUCTURE STRESS; 140
MILLION PEOPLE MOVEMENT

ACID ATTACK ON ACTIVIST ANDRI YUNUS:
Al DEEPFAKES USED TO DERAIL INVESTIGATION;
POLICE WARN OF DIGITAL LAWFARE

DPR URGENT
INVESTIGATION &
= Al POLICY DEBATE

REGIONAL ESCALATION & GLOBAL SIGNALS

®

Ramadan  Nyepi

fm=yn FUNCTIONAL TOLL

=\ OPENINGS &
DIGITAL APPS
(MITRA DARAT)

GRASBERG MINE /

(FREEPORT) O
ISRAEL
(TEL AVIV)

OPERATION PROMISE OF TRUT 4 i
STRATEGIC SOLID-FUEL MISSILES DEPLOYED

Em— ) Y.

KEY GOVERNANCE
& POLICY

Al POLICY
(CO-PILOT MODEL, ETHICS)

FOOD & WATER SECURITY
(NTT SOCIAL
ENTREPRENEURSHIP)

ECONOMIC SECURITY
(BATAM FTZ SURVEILLANCE)

ENERGY SECURITY
(INDOEBTKE CONEX,
ASEAN TRANSITION)

NATIONAL SECURITY

LEGISLATIVE
ROUNDUP

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):

LOGISTICAL FAILURE RISK
(MUDIK PEAK),
PAPUA SECURITY HIGH

RENEWABLE
ENERGY BILL

DIGITAL TAX

(CORTEX) MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):

Al REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS PUSH,
HOUSING PROGRAM BUDGET HURDLES

DPR HEARINGS ON
Al & ACTIVIST

SAFETY ENERGY TRANSITION SUCCESS,

(KRI KANOPUS 936
SURVEY SHIP)

SCALING SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP,
GLOBAL PRICE SHOCK DEFENSE




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

TVRIN

MARCH 16, 2026

INDONESIA NAVIGATES MASSIVE
SEASONAL MIGRATION AND
SOPHISTICATED DIGITAL
DISINFORMATION THREATS WHILE
IRANTAN REGIONAL ESCALATION
SIGNALS GLOBAL INSTABILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 16, 2026, marks the onset of the
"Mudik" peak, a massive seasonal migration in
Indonesia involving an estimated 140 million
people. This domestic mobilization is placing
unprecedented strain on maritime and land
infrastructure, particularly at the Gilimanuk-
Ketapang crossing, where ferry capacity is
struggling to keep pace with a 30-40% surge
in vehicle volume. The government is
attempting to mitigate this through
"functional" toll openings and digital
management apps, but logistics remain fragile
as the Nyepi holiday in Bali intersects with
the Islamic Ramadan cycle, creating a unique
bottleneck in regional transit.

Simultaneously, a high-profile security crisis
involving the acid attack on Kontras activist
Andri Yunus has revealed a dangerous new
frontier in domestic law enforcement: the use

of Al-generated disinformation to derail

criminal investigations. Police confirmed that
viral CCTV images of suspects were
fabricated using  artificial intelligence,
signaling that deepfake technology is now
being actively deployed to protect
perpetrators of political violence. This
development coincides with renewed
insurgent activity in Papua, where a fatal
hootin Fr rt’ r r min
underscores the persistent instability in
critical mineral zones.

On the international stage, the Middle East
has entered a new phase of escalation. Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
launched "Operation Promise of Truth 4,"
marking the first operational use of strategic
solid-fuel missiles against targets in Israel.
This technological leap in Iranian strike
capabilities, combined with reports of
extensive damage in Tel Aviv, suggests a
widening conflict that could impact global
energy markets and maritime security, even
as Indonesia focuses on its own internal
stability and renew

ransitions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Critical Infrastructure Stress under
Mudik Pressure
o The Gilimanuk-Ketapang ferry route
reports queues extending up to 30
kilometers due to the 30% increase in
passengers.

o Authorities have opened the Yogyakarta-
ional toll r for 12 hours
daily to alleviate arterial congestion.

o State railway KAI reports that 67% of the
1.07 million available seats for the
holiday period have been sold, with peak
travel expected between March 18-20.
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* Digital Disinformation in High-Profile
Criminal Cases
o Polda Metro Jaya warned that Al-edited
CCTV footage of acid attack suspects
was circulated on social media to
mislead the investigation.

o DPR Commission III has called for an
urgent and thorough investigation into
the attack on activist Andri Yunus, citing
it as a threat to human rights defenders.

* Regional Insurgency and Economic
Risks in Papua
o The KKB (Freeport area) is suspected in

the killing of a Freeport employee at the

Grasberg mining site.

o Aparat security forces have increased

rveillan in h Tem r

highlands to maintain operations at the
world-class copper and gold mine.

* Strategic Military Escalation in the
Middle East
o The IRGC's deployment of advanced
solid-fuel missiles indicates a significant
reduction in launch preparation time,
increasing the volatility of the regional
conflict.

o Iranian officials declared readiness for a

prolonged war against Israel, impacting
international security perceptions.

* Housing Reform Linked to Health
Outcomes
o The government’s "3 Million Houses"
program is being framed as a public
health necessity to combat stunting

caused by poor living conditions.

o Hashim Djojohadikusumo emphasized

that unhealthy housing is a primary

driver of developmental issues in
Indonesian children.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technology Policy: The legislative
discourse is shifting toward a "co-pilot" model
for AI, where technology assists rather than
replaces human labor. DPR Commission X
emphasized that AI must not replace jurnalis,
particularly in maintaining ethical standards
and verification. However, the use of Al to
fabricate evidence in criminal cases suggests
that regulatory frameworks for digital
sovereignty and forensic verification are
lagging behind technological misuse.

Food & Water Security: In regions like Nusa
Tenggara Timur (NTT), the government is
grappling with the inability of local farmers to
meet rising food demands, necessitating
large-scale imports. To address this, "Apro
Farm" in NTT 1is acting as a social
entrepreneurship laboratory to train young
farmers in digital agribusiness and poultry
management, aiming to build "food
sovereignty from the backyard."

Economic Security & Investment Climate:
Batam continues to be the centerpiece of

Indonesia’s Free Trade Zone (FTZ) strategy.
Customs officials are tightening surveillance

on "tikus" (illegal) ports to prevent smuggling
that threatens the competitive advantage of
the industrial hub, which relies heavily on
Singaporean and Malaysian investment.

Energy Security: The Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources (ESDM) is positioning the
IndoEBTKE Conex 2026 as a catalyst for clean
energy transitions within ASEAN. The focus is
on "turning ambition into action" through low-

carbon industrial growth and regional

technological collaboration.

National Security: Indonesia is enhancing its
maritime surveillance capabilities with the

delivery of KRI Kanopus 936, a state-of-the-art
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hydro-oceanographic survey ship built in
Germany. This vessel is critical for mapping
territorial waters and supporting naval
operations in contested maritime zones.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on digital ethics,
national security
transparency. The DPR is increasingly active
in overseeing the integration of Al into public
life and the effectiveness of disaster-relief
housing projects.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

responses, and fiscal

* Renewable Energy Transition Proposal:
Discussion on regional ASEAN investments
in low-carbon infrastructure during the
IndoEBTKE Conex.

* Digital Tax Integration: Implementation
of the Cortex digital platform to modernize
SPT reporting and improve taxpayer
compliance.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* DPR Commission X Press Statement:
Chairperson Hetifa Sjaifudian declared Al
must serve as a tool rather than a
replacement for human intellect in
journalism and creative industries.

* DPR Commission III  Emergency
Meeting: Lawmakers demanded a rapid
investigation into the acid attack on Andri
Yunus to prevent a chilling effect on civil
society.

* Polda Metro Jaya Briefing: Police
clarified the number of suspects in the acid

attack case and warned against "Al
disinformation" circulating online.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of AI in Domestic
Lawfare The revelation that Al was used to
mislead investigators in the attack on an
activist marks a significant escalation in
"digital lawfare." Previously, Al disinformation
was primarily associated with election
interference. Now, it is being used to obstruct
justice in cases of physical violence. This
creates a
legitimate CCTV evidence may be questioned
by the public, complicating state capacity to
maintain order and rule of law.

"trust vacuum" where even

Infrastructure Fragility vs. Digital
Modernization The "Mudik" peak highlights
a widening gap between Indonesia's digital
ambitions and physical infrastructure limits.
While the government promotes the Whoosh
high-speed rail and Mitra Darat apps for
safety, the reality at the Gilimanuk ferry docks
shows that physical throughput remains the
ultimate  bottleneck. The government's
reliance on "functional" (partially completed)
infrastructure during holidays is a recurring
risk mitigation strategy that may have
diminishing returns as vehicle volumes
continue to grow.

The Gen Z Workplace Disconnect A
growing narrative in Indonesian labor
markets concerns the work-readiness of Gen
Z. Reports suggest up to 40% of companies
find young graduates unprepared, yet Gen Z
advocates emphasize a shift toward work-life
balance and mental health that older
corporate structures are not built to
accommodate. This generational tension is a
critical factor for the private sector, which
must decide between traditional hierarchies
and the "digital native" flexibility demanded
by the incoming workforce.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The primary risk is
logistical failure at major ports and tolls as
Mudik reaches its absolute peak on March
18-20. Post-holiday "Arus Balik" (return flow)
will likely see a spike in road accidents if
"functional" roads are not properly monitored.
Security in Papua remains high-risk following

the Freeport shooting, with potential for

retaliatory operations.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Expect a
legislative push for Al regulatory frameworks
following the disinformation scandal in the
Andri Yunus case. The "3 Million Houses"
program will face its first budgetary hurdles
as efficiency measures are implemented
across ministries to fund the ambitious social
project.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Indonesia’s success
in its energy transition and food sovereignty
goals depends on whether the "social
entrepreneurship" model (like NTT's Afro
Farm) can be scaled nationally to replace
aging agricultural and industrial paradigms.
Continued Middle East instability involving
Iranian missile capabilities will likely drive
Indonesia to accelerate its domestic oil
production and renewable diversification to
protect against global price shocks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The delivery of German-built naval vessels
signals a deepening of defense-industrial
ties between Indonesia and Europe,
potentially as a hedge against regional
maritime tensions.

* International human rights groups should
monitor the Andri Yunus acid attack
investigation as a test case for Indonesia's
ability to protect activists from both
physical and digital threats.

e The use of Iranian solid-fuel missiles
requires a reassessment of regional
deterrence strategies in the Middle East,
with potential spillover into Indo-Pacific
security calculations.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The insurgency at Freeport highlights the

persistent "security premium" required for
investments in Indonesia’s remote mineral-
rich provinces.

* Developers and logistics firms should note
the 3 million houses initiative as a major
opportunity for public-private partnerships
in low-cost, high-health-standard

construction.

Tech companies should anticipate stricter

Al _ verification requirements as the

Indonesian government seeks to curb the
use of fabricated media in social and legal
contexts.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TVRIN_20260316_060000

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover

connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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