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GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS AND

ALLIANCE ATTRITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,

and  Iran  entered  a  critical  new  phase  on

March  17,  2026,  characterized  by  the

systemic "decapitation" of the Iranian security

apparatus and a sharpening rift between the

Trump  administration  and  its  traditional

NATO  allies.  Israeli  air  strikes  in  Tehran

successfully  targeted  and  killed two  pivotal

figures:  Ali  Larijani,  the  Secretary  of  the

Supreme National Security Council and a key

pragmatic  intermediary,  and  Gholam  Reza

Soleimani,  commander  of  the  Basij  internal

security  force.  While  the  Israeli  government

framed  these  assassinations  as  a  "historic

opportunity" to incite regime change, analysts

warn that  the removal  of  moderating voices

like  Larijani  consolidates  power  among

Iranian  hardliners  and  closes  potential

diplomatic off-ramps, likely leading to a more

reckless and protracted war of attrition.

Simultaneously,  the  Trump  administration  is

facing  severe  domestic  and  international

headwinds. Internationally, the United States

is  increasingly  isolated as  NATO  partners,

including the UK, France, and Germany, have

formally declined requests to send warships to

help reopen the Strait of Hormuz, citing the

lack of prior consultation and the risk of being

drawn  into  a  "war  of  choice."  Domestically,

the resignation of Joseph Kent, Director of the

National Counter Terrorism Center, marks the

first high-profile administrative fracture over

the  war.  Kent,  a  decorated  special  forces

veteran and Trump loyalist, accused Israel of

manipulating Washington into a conflict  that

poses  no  imminent  threat  to  U.S.  national

security,  signaling  a  burgeoning  "America

First"  vs.  "Israel  First"  divide  within  the

President’s own MAGA base.

The economic consequences of  the blockade

at  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  have  shifted  from

market volatility to systemic disruption. With

oil prices hovering near $100 per barrel and

global  supply  chains  for  aluminum,  helium,

and fertilizer facing collapse, the risk of global

stagflation  is  high.  In  the  United  States,

Republican  lawmakers  are  expressing  acute

anxiety that "pain at the pump" will wipe out

the  benefits of  their  domestic  economic

agenda  ahead  of  the  November  midterm

elections. Iran, leveraging its geography as its

primary  asymmetric  asset,  continues  to

selectively  target  Gulf  infrastructure,

ensuring that the threshold of economic pain

for the West remains the primary determinant

of the war's duration.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Decapitation  of  Iranian  Security  and

Political Leadership 

Israeli  air  strikes  in  Tehran  killed  Ali

Larijani,  the  most  senior  political  figure

targeted  since  the  assassination  of  the

Supreme Leader. Larijani was viewed as a

"consensus  builder"  who  navigated  the

nexus  between the  IRGC and the  clerical

establishment.

Iranian  State  TV  confirmed  the  death of

Gholam Reza Soleimani, head of the Basij,

who  was  central  to  internal  security  and

the suppression of domestic unrest.

Prime  Minister  Netanyahu  asserted  that

these strikes shake the foundations of the

regime, while the IRGC vowing "severe and

decisive" retaliation.

Administrative  Fracture and Resignation

of Joe Kent 

NCTC  Director  Joseph  Kent  resigned  in

protest,  stating  Iran  posed  no  imminent

threat  and  accusing  the  "Israel  lobby"  of

dragging the U.S. into war.

President Trump dismissed Kent as "weak"

on security,  but the resignation highlights

internal  dissent  among  MAGA  hardliners

who  prioritize  isolationism  over  regional

intervention.

Collapse of Alliance Cohesion over Strait

of Hormuz 

The UK, Japan, and the EU have rejected

Trump’s demands for naval assistance, with

Germany’s Chancellor stating the conflict is

"not a matter for NATO."

Trump  responded  by  scolding  allies,

suggesting that their refusal to help would

lead  to  a  "very  bad  future"  for  existing

security alliances.

The  International  Maritime  Organization

warned  that  naval  escorts are  not  a

sustainable  solution  to  the  20%  global

energy flow disruption.

Expansion  of  the  Lebanon  Ground

Offensive 

Israel has renewed displacement orders for

14%  of  Lebanese  territory,  pushing  its

ground operation further north toward the

Litani River.

Hezbollah  reported  targeting  five  Israeli

tanks in the last 24 hours and maintains the

ability to fire roughly 100 rockets daily into

Israel.

The Lebanese Army reported three soldiers

killed by Israeli strikes, despite not being a

formal  combatant  in  the  Hezbollah-Israel

conflict.

Regional  Instability  and  Secondary

Theaters 

Iraq  has  become  a  secondary  battlefield,

with  repetitive  drone  attacks  on  the  U.S.

Embassy  and  hotel  compounds  housing

foreign  diplomats  in  Baghdad's  Green

Zone.

A  massive  Pakistani  air  strike  in  Kabul

killed at  least  400 people,  targeting what

Islamabad claimed were Taliban-supported

militant  depots,  but  Kabul  identified  as  a

drug rehab center.

The  UAE  and  Qatar  intercepted  multiple

Iranian  missiles,  while  debris  from

interceptions  caused  fires  in  Doha’s

industrial area.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_000000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_040000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260317_193000


KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Strait of Hormuz 

Iran has effectively halted maritime traffic

for  the  West,  while  allowing  selective

passage  for  Chinese,  Indian,  and  Turkish

vessels.

Oil  price  increases  are  hitting  energy-

dependent  Asian  economies like  South

Korea, where the currency has reached its

weakest level since 2008.

The Trump administration is attempting to

provide  political  risk  insurance via  the

Development  Finance  Corporation  to

encourage  cargo  flow,  though  shipping

companies remain hesitant without ironclad

safety guarantees.

AI & Warfare Policy 

Researchers warn of  "AI  washing,"  where

militaries  use  large  language  models  to

generate  target  lists  (e.g.,  Lavender  and

Gospel  systems),  potentially  bypassing

human accountability for civilian casualties.

The use of prompt-based interfaces allows

for  automated  killing  at  scale,  with

oversight  being  described  as  "incredibly

permissive."

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics 

The death of Ali Larijani removes a pivotal

moderating figure capable of  coordinating

between IRGC and political factions, likely

empowering  more  radical  elements  under

the  new  Supreme  Leader,  Mojtaba

Khamenei.

In Israel, Prime Minister Netanyahu faces a

disconnect in polling: while 80% of Jewish

Israelis support the war, only 38% express

general trust in his leadership.

Supply Chain Fragility 

The  closure  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has

triggered a fertilizer crisis for U.S. farmers,

as 15% of nitrogen and phosphorus used in

American agriculture originates in the Gulf.

Aluminum prices  have  reached  multi-year

highs as Gulf smelting factories lose access

to raw material imports and export routes.

Qatar’s suspension of helium production—a

byproduct  of  LNG—is  threatening  the

semiconductor and aerospace industries.

Humanitarian Crisis & State Capacity 

UNICEF  reports  that  one  classroom  per

day of children are being killed or wounded

in  Lebanon,  with  over  1.2  million  people

displaced.

The  World  Food  Program  warns  that  the

conflict  could push 45 million people into

acute hunger by June due to rising food and

shipping costs.

The  Palestinian  Authority  is  facing  an

existential  financial  threat as  Israel

continues to withhold tax revenues for the

10th consecutive month.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on mitigating the

economic fallout of the war and the struggle

for  congressional  authorization  of  an

expanding  conflict.  Republican  leaders  are

prioritizing  the  "Big  Beautiful  Bill"  to  lower

consumer costs,  though its  viability  is  being

undermined by skyrocketing energy prices. In

the  Philippines,  the  executive  branch  has

distributed  fuel  subsidies to  counteract  the

doubling  of  diesel  prices  since  the  war's

onset.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

The  Big  Beautiful  Bill  (U.S.): A

cornerstone  Republican  economic  policy

intended  to  reduce  costs  for  average

Americans;  independent  reports  now

suggest  benefits  will  be  negated by  oil

shocks.

Spanish  Government  "No  to  War"

Declaration: A  formal  policy  stance

refusing  to  join the  U.S.-Israeli  offensive,

citing international law violations.

UN Security Council  Draft Resolution:

A  failed  attempt  to  end  the  fighting,

reinforcing  the  powerlessness  of

international bodies in the current conflict

architecture.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Trump-Irish PM Press Conference: The

President  used  this  event  to  lash  out  at

NATO and  dismiss  the  resignation  of  Joe

Kent,  while  confirming his  belief  that  the

Iranian leadership has been "decimated."

Israel Katz Defense Briefing: The Israeli

Defense  Minister  detailed  the  termination

of  Iranian  capabilities and  confirmed  the

deaths of Larijani and Soleimani.

Downing  Street  Bilateral  (Starmer/

Zelensky): Discussion of a new UK-Ukraine

drone  partnership to  monetize  Kyiv's

experience  in  countering  Iranian-designed

hardware.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Industry  of  Targeted  Assassination

The  current  conflict  is  distinguishing  itself

from  historical  baselines  through  the

"industrialization"  of  political  and  military

assassinations.  Unlike  conventional  warfare,

which  focuses  on  degrading  infrastructure

and  formations,  the  Israeli-U.S.  strategy

appears to be regime change via decapitation.

By  moving  beyond  military  commanders  to

political strategists like Larijani, the allies are

attempting  to  trigger  a  state  collapse.

However,  analysts  point  out  that  this  "jazz

improvisation"  lacks  a  post-regime  plan,

risking  the  creation  of  a  failed  state  three

times the size of Iraq, which could generate a

regional "Pandora’s Box" of ethnic conflict and

migration.

Asymmetric  Geography  as  Defensive

Leverage While  the  U.S.  and Israel  possess

overwhelming  conventional  air  superiority,

Iran  has  successfully  neutralized  this

advantage by  weaponizing its  control  of  the

Strait  of  Hormuz.  The  Iranian  military

spokesman's  assertion  that  the  war  is

"determined  in  the  field,  not  by  tweets"

underscores  a  strategy  of  endurance.  Iran's

ability  to  maintain  a  90-95%  reduction  in

drone  strikes (per  White  House  claims)  has

not  restored  maritime  security  because  the

mere  threat  of  a  single  floating  mine  or

missile  skyrockets  insurance  premiums,

making  the  Strait  effectively  closed  to

commercial  traffic.  This  asymmetric

"economic war" targets the political  survival

of the Trump administration via the American

consumer.

The Erosion of the "Special Relationship"

and NATO Utility The  transcript  reveals  a

significant  degradation  in  U.S.  alliance

cohesion.  Trump's  "America  First"  rhetoric

has hit a wall where allies are refusing to be

"chain-ganged" into a conflict  they were not

consulted  on.  The  UK’s  refusal  to  send

warships,  despite being described by Trump

as the "Rolls-Royce of allies," signals a pivot

toward strategic  autonomy among European

powers. This trend suggests that the U.S. may

no longer be able to count on a "Coalition of
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the Willing" for regional interventions, forcing

a transition to a more isolated, and potentially

reckless, unilateral military posture.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Iranian Retaliation: Expect  high-impact,

asymmetric  responses  for  the  death  of

Larijani,  potentially  targeting  Gulf  state

infrastructure further to prove that hosting

U.S. assets carries a terminal cost.

Lebanon  Incursion: The  Israeli  ground

offensive will likely reach the Litani River,

triggering a deeper humanitarian crisis and

potentially drawing the Lebanese Army into

direct combat.

Oil Market Pressure: If the U.S. proceeds

with  seizing  Kharag  Island,  expect  Brent

crude  to  surge  well  past  $120/barrel  as

Iran attempts to "burn" the region's energy

heart.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

U.S.  Midterm Elections: Persistent  high

energy costs and the sight of "body bags"

returning from a new foreign war are likely

to  result  in  significant  Republican  seat

losses,  potentially  shifting  control  of

Congress to the Democrats.

Iranian  Leadership  Consolidation: The

death  of  pragmatic  figures  will  lead  to  a

"Republic 2.0" dominated by ultra-hardline

IRGC  commanders,  making  any  future

nuclear negotiations virtually impossible.

Supply  Chain  Realignment: Continued

disruption  in  the  Gulf  will  force  a

permanent  shift  toward  renewable

transitions in China and higher reliance on

North American energy in Europe.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

Nuclear  Proliferation: Surving  the

decapitation  strategy  will  likely  convince

the  remaining  Iranian  leadership  that  a

nuclear deterrent is the only guarantee of

regime survival,  leading to an open break

from the NPT.

Alliance Shift: The rift over the Iran war

may lead to a fundamental restructuring of

NATO, with European members creating an

independent  security  architecture  less

dependent on the U.S.

Regional Hegemony: Israel  may achieve

its goal of being a "global superpower" in

the  region,  but  at  the  cost  of  being

surrounded by failed states and insurgent

networks born from the collapse of central

Iranian authority.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy 

Establish Multilateral Mediation: Policy

makers should support Oman and Qatar as

primary conduits for an off-ramp, as direct

U.S.-Iran channels have been obliterated by

the recent assassinations.

Decouple Lebanon from Iran: Diplomatic

efforts  should  focus  on  empowering  the

Lebanese government and army to disarm

Hezbollah, as an Israeli ground occupation

is  historically  proven  to  be  a  catalyst  for

further insurgency.

Address  "AI  Washing": International

bodies  must  pursue  a  binding  instrument

on autonomous weapons systems to ensure

a human chain of command and prevent the

normalization  of  "industry-scale"  political

killings.
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For Private Sector/Investors 

Supply Chain Diversification: Companies

relying  on  aluminum  and  helium  must

diversify away from Gulf suppliers, as the

"selective closure" of the Strait of Hormuz

is likely to persist even after major combat

ends.

Energy Hedging: Investors should hedge

against sustained oil  prices above $90, as

the  Trump  administration's  "four-to-six

week"  victory  timeline  is  increasingly

viewed  as  disingenuous  by  military

analysts.

Insurance and Maritime Risk: Shipping

firms must anticipate that naval escorts will

not reduce risks to zero; crews may refuse

transit  in  the  "kill  zone"  despite

government-backed political risk insurance.
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