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A FRACTURING GLOBAL ORDER:

HIGH-STAKES ASSASSINATIONS IN

IRAN AND THE DECOUPLING OF

TRANSATLANTIC SECURITY

ALLIANCES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 17, 2026, marked a definitive rupture

in the post-WWII security architecture as the

United  States  and  Israel’s  war  with  Iran

entered its  18th day.  The conflict  reached a

new level of lethality with the assassination of

Ali  Larijani,  the Secretary of  Iran's  National

Security Council, and Gholamreza Soleimani,

the  commander  of  the  Basij  paramilitary

force.  While  Israeli  officials  characterized

these  "decapitation"  strikes  as  essential  to

dismantling the "axis of evil," analysts warned

that the removal of pragmatists like Larijani

leaves  the  Iranian  state  in  the  hands  of

radicalized  IRGC  commanders,  potentially

eliminating  any  remaining  diplomatic  off-

ramps.

Simultaneously,  the  transatlantic  alliance

faced  an  unprecedented  crisis.  President

Donald Trump, expressing extreme frustration

over NATO’s refusal to provide military assets

to  reopen  the  blockaded  Strait  of  Hormuz,

declared that  the U.S.  "no longer needs nor

desires"  the  assistance  of  traditional  allies.

This pivot toward total isolationism coincides

with the first major defection from within his

administration:  the  resignation  of  National

Counter  Terrorism  Director  Joe  Kent,  who

alleged  that  the  war  was  initiated  due  to

Israeli  pressure  and  that  Iran  posed  "no

imminent  threat"  to  the  United  States.  This

domestic  dissent  signals  a  growing  fracture

within the President's own political base.

On  the  periphery  of  the  Middle  Eastern

theater,  other  crises  intensified.  A  massive

Pakistani  air  strike  on  a  drug  rehabilitation

center in  Kabul  reportedly  killed  hundreds,

highlighting  the  volatile  re-eruption  of  the

Afghan-Pakistan  conflict.  In  Europe,  the

United  Kingdom  signaled  a  strategic  shift

away from the U.S. and toward the European

Union,  with  Chancellor  Rachel  Reeves

advocating  for  closer  regulatory  alignment

with  the single  market.  These developments

suggest  a  world  where  middle  powers  are

increasingly seeking "strategic autonomy" as

the  U.S.  continues  its  unpredictable  and

unilateral  pursuit  of  regime  change  in  the

Middle East.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Assassination  of  the  Iranian  High

Command 

Israel confirmed the killing of Ali Larijani, a

key  power  broker  and  former  nuclear

negotiator,  in  an  overnight  strike  on  a

hideout in Tehran.

Gholamreza  Soleimani,  head  of  the  Basij

militia,  was  also  targeted  and  killed in  a

separate strike on a temporary tent base.
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The IRGC acknowledged the losses, vowing

that "survival is victory" and continuing to

maintain a separation strategy in the Strait

of  Hormuz,  allowing passage only to non-

aligned nations like China and India.

The Transatlantic Rupture over the Strait

of Hormuz 

President Trump issued a scathing critique

of NATO, Japan, and South Korea,  stating

the U.S.  will  no longer seek their  help in

securing shipping lanes.

European  leaders,  including  German

Chancellor  Friedrich  Merz  and  French

President Emmanuel Macron, have rejected

military  involvement,  describing  the

conflict as "not Europe's war."

The  UK  government  under  Keir  Starmer

has  maintained  a  defensive  posture  only,

refusing to join offensive operations against

Iran despite direct personal criticism from

the U.S. President.

Administrative Instability in Washington 

Joe  Kent,  head  of  the  National  Counter

Terrorism Center, resigned in protest of the

"ongoing  war  in  Iran,"  claiming  the

intelligence  did  not  support  an  imminent

threat.

The  administration  faced  further  legal

setbacks as a federal judge blocked vaccine

policy  changes proposed  by  Health

Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Trump suggested potential  intervention in

Cuba following  a  total  collapse  of  the

island's  electrical  grid,  framing  it  as  an

"honor" to take the nation.

Zelensky’s  Technological  Sales  Pitch  in

London 

Ukrainian  President  Voladimir  Zelensky

addressed  the  British  Parliament,

presenting  a  real-time  digital  battle-

tracking  system via  iPad  to  demonstrate

Ukraine's superiority in drone warfare.

Ukraine  has  deployed  200  experts  to  the

Gulf to help allies defend against Iranian-

designed  drones,  effectively  positioning

Ukraine  as  a  security  provider  for  the

Middle East.

Public Health Emergency in the UK 

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) is

managing an unprecedented Meningitis  B

outbreak in Kent, with 15 confirmed cases

and two deaths.

A  targeted  vaccination  program has  been

launched  for  university  students,  as  the

strain  primarily  affects  those  born  before

2015  who  missed  routine  childhood

immunizations.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Global Oil Markets 

The  global  economy  is  facing  the  largest

supply  disruption  in  history,  with  Brent

Crude  prices  exceeding  $104  per  barrel

due to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

Attacks on the Fujairah energy hub in the

UAE  have  further  restricted  oil  loading,

despite the port being located outside the

Strait.

Severe fertilizer shortages are projected for

the  northern  hemisphere  planting  season,

as 20-30% of  world fertilizer  supplies are

currently  trapped  behind  the  Iranian

blockade.
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AI & Technology Policy 

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang projected that AI

infrastructure  orders  will  generate  one

trillion  dollars  in  sales by  2027,

highlighting  the  sector's  explosive  growth

despite geopolitical instability.

The  UK  government  announced  a  £2.5

billion  investment in  quantum  computing

and  AI  to  prevent  "brain  drain"  to  the

United States.

The  Iran  conflict  is  being  defined  as  the

first  war  of  the  AI  era,  with  artificial

intelligence integrated into "kill chains" for

drone swarms and missile interceptions.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics 

The "transactional"  nature  of  U.S.  foreign

policy has led to a breakdown in trust with

NATO, with the President using military aid

as a bargaining chip for unrelated domestic

priorities.

China is benefiting from the perception of

stability relative  to  U.S.-led  "chaos,"

maintaining its fuel reserves while the U.S.

burns through its strategic assets.

A new defense pact  between the UK and

Ukraine focuses on electronic warfare and

countering  Iranian  drone  technology,

bypassing  the  stalled  tripartite  talks  in

Washington.

Domestic Stability & Social Order 

In  the  U.S.,  the  SAVE  America  Act,

requiring  proof  of  citizenship  for  voting,

has  become  a  litmus  test  for  Republican

loyalty, with Trump threatening to withhold

endorsements for those who oppose it.

In  Iran,  the  government  has  banned  the

"Fire  Festival" (Chaharshanbe  Suri)  to

prevent  the  holiday  from  becoming  a

catalyst  for  nationwide  anti-regime

protests.

Public  support  for  the  war  in  the  U.S.  is

declining as gas prices exceed $6 a gallon

in  some  regions  and  the  daily  cost  of

operations hits $1 billion.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  on  March 17  focused on

fundamental  shifts  in  societal  ethics  and

electoral  integrity.  The  U.S.  Senate  faced  a

deadlock  over  restrictive  voting  laws,  while

the Scottish Parliament made a historic final

decision on end-of-life care. 

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

SAVE America Act (U.S.): A bill requiring

documentary  proof  of  citizenship to

register  to  vote  in  federal  elections.

Republicans  argue  it  ensures  integrity;

Democrats  view  it  as  voter  suppression

targeting the 21 million Americans without

easy  access  to  passports  or  birth

certificates.

Assisted Dying for Terminally Ill Adults

Scotland Bill: A proposed law to legalize

assisted suicide for competent adults with

less than six months to live. After a highly

emotional debate, the bill was defeated by

a vote of 69 to 57.

UK  Vaccine  Policy  Re-examination:

Health Secretary Wes Streeting announced

he  would  ask  the  JCVI  to  re-examine

eligibility for the Meningitis B vaccine for

teenagers following the Kent outbreak.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

White  House  Oval  Office  Bilateral: A

meeting  between  President  Trump  and

Taoiseach  Micheál  Martin  where  Trump

used  the  platform  to  insult  Keir  Starmer

and demand NATO "mind sweepers."

Zelensky Address to British Parliament:

An unusual multimedia presentation where

the  Ukrainian  leader  used  digital  aids  to

"sell"  Ukraine’s defense systems to global

partners.

House  of  Commons  Foreign  Policy

Statement: Yvette Cooper affirmed the UK

would not "outsource" its foreign policy to

the  U.S.  and  announced  a  further  £10

million in humanitarian aid for Lebanon.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Evolution of Asymmetric Warfare The

transcripts reveal a paradigm shift where low-

cost  drones (approx.  $50,000)  are  used  by

Iran  to  force  the  U.S.  and  Israel  to  expend

multi-million  dollar  interceptors.  This

economic exhaustion is a deliberate strategy.

Zelensky's offer to provide cheaper Ukrainian

interceptors (under  $10,000)  represents  a

new  market  for  "combat-proven"  technology

that  traditional  NATO powers  have failed to

develop. The war is no longer about who has

the largest carrier fleet, but who can iterate

the fastest in the software and AI space.

Isolationism  as  a  Kinetic  Weapon

President Trump’s rhetoric suggests he views

NATO not  as  a  collective  security  umbrella,

but  as  a  transactional  service  provider.  By

declaring that he "no longer needs" allies, he

is  effectively  using  the  threat  of  a  U.S.

withdrawal  to  force  European  compliance.

However,  this  is  backfiring  as  European

powers move toward economic and regulatory

consolidation to insulate themselves from U.S.

volatility.  The  "special  relationship"  between

the U.S. and UK is currently at its lowest point

in  decades,  with  the  U.S.  President  openly

preferring  his  relationship  with  Venezuela's

leadership over the UK Prime Minister.

The Pragmatist Purge in Iran The killing of

Ali Larijani is strategically ambiguous. While

Israel  claims  it  undermines  the  regime,

experts argue it decimates the "strong bench"

of leaders capable of statecraft. The transition

from  a  "clerical  theocracy"  to  a  military

dictatorship led  by  the  IRGC  is  nearly

complete. This means that future negotiations

will  be conducted with individuals who view

hostility  toward  the  West as  their  primary

raison  d'être,  making  a  long-term  peaceful

resolution nearly impossible.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect intensification of ground fighting in

southern  Lebanon  as  Israel  attempts  to

drive  Hezbollah  north  of  the  Litani  River

before any potential ceasefire talks.

Global  gas  prices  are  likely  to  remain

volatile, with potential further spikes if Iran

carries out its threat to "further tighten its

grip" on the Strait of Hormuz.

In  the  U.S.,  the  legislative  gridlock will

worsen as the President follows through on

his threat to block all funding bills until the

SAVE America Act is passed.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The  U.S.  Midterm  Elections in  November

will become a referendum on the Iran war,

with  "Maga  influencers"  and  traditional

anti-interventionists  potentially

suppressing Republican turnout.

Ukraine  will  likely  formalize  its  role  as  a

security  consultant for  the  Gulf

Cooperation Council (GCC), creating a new

axis  of  defense  cooperation  that  excludes

the U.S.

The  UK  will  likely  accelerate  regulatory

alignment with  the  EU  in  the  food  and

energy sectors to mitigate the impact of the

U.S.  trade  war  and  global  supply  chain

collapses.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The  structural  stability  of  NATO is  in

jeopardy; we may see the emergence of a

"European  Defense  Union"  that  operates

independently of U.S. command structures.

If  the  Iranian  regime  survives  this

"decapitation" phase,  it  will  likely emerge

as a more insular and radicalized nuclear-

capable state, having learned that "survival

is victory."

The  shift  to  renewables  and  electric

vehicles will  become  a  national  security

imperative for all "middle powers" to avoid

future hostage-taking by whoever controls

the Strait of Hormuz.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diplomats  must  prioritize  the  creation  of

multilateral  protection  missions for

shipping that involve Asian powers (China,

Japan, India) who are most affected by the

Hormuz blockade, rather than relying on a

fractured NATO.

Governments  should  prepare  for  a  mass

migration  crisis from  Iran  and  Lebanon,

which could exceed the scale of the Syrian

crisis  if  the  conflict  transitions  into  a

protracted civil war.

The  UK  and  EU  must  harmonize  energy

pricing mechanisms to prevent speculative

price  gouging  by  retailers  during  these

regional shocks.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: Agricultural  firms

must  secure  alternative  fertilizer  sources

immediately,  as  the  "Hormuz  bottleneck"

will  likely cause 2026 crop yields to drop

significantly  in  import-dependent  regions

like Africa.

Cybersecurity Standards: With the cyber

battlefield expanding,  businesses  in  the

financial and water sectors must implement

"offline  backup"  protocols  to  survive  the

anticipated  wave  of  retaliatory  Iranian

state-sponsored hacking.

Tech Opportunity: Investors should pivot

toward  autonomous  and  counter-drone

technologies,  as  the  Ukraine-GCC

partnership  demonstrates  a  high-growth

market for "low-cost, high-efficacy" defense

solutions.
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television
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broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover
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This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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archive.org/details/tv.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

