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to mitigate price shock.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT: DANGEROUS PATHS AHEAD

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS)
Intensified civil unrest, more decapitation strikes, formal Venezuela relief.

¥

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)
Major supply chain failures, potential U.S. ground deployment for islands, further NATO isolation.

v

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS) - TWO RISKS j

@ NORTH KOREA MODEL "2 FAILED STATE SCENARIO

Wounded regime prioritizes clandestine . Total collapse leads to regional
nuclear breakout for survival.

warlordism & instability.

&
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CONCLUSION: THE DANGEROUS VACUUM
Tactical successes (leadership removal) are not matched by a political endgame,
eliminating diplomatic 'exit ramps' and increasing the risk of a prolonged, global

& conflict. Urgent mediation needed before total 'evaporation’ of pragmatic layers.
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DECAPITATION OF IRANIAN
SECURITY LEADERSHIP AND
RESIGNATION OF U.S. COUNTER-
TERROR CHIEF SIGNAL
ESCALATION AMID COALITION
FRACTURES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 17, 2026, represents a critical juncture
in "Operation Epic Fury," characterized by the
successful decapitation of key Iranian security
leaders and a simultaneous widening of the
diplomatic and internal rifts within the United
States and its traditional alliances. The
reported killing of Ali Larijani, Secretary of
the Supreme National Security Council, and
Gholamreza Soleimani, head of the Basij
Organization, suggests a strategic shift by
Israel and the U.S. toward neutralizing the
"councils of logic" and the domestic
suppression apparatus within the Islamic
Republic. While Israel frames these strikes as
providing the Iranian people an "opportunity"
for regime change, analysts warn that the
removal of pragmatic intermediaries like
Larijani may paralyze future diplomatic exit
ramps, leaving only the most radical elements
of the IRGC in control.

Domestically, the U.S. administration faces its
first major internal crisis of the war with the
resignation of Joseph Kent, Director of the
National Counterterrorism Center. Kent’s
public assertion that the war was initiated
under Israeli pressure without an "imminent
threat" to the U.S. has catalyzed anti-war
sentiment and fueled a narrative of "strategic
entrapment." This internal dissent is
compounded by a wholesale refusal by NATO
allies to participate in naval operations to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, prompting
President Trump to publicly question the
utility of the alliance. The resulting isolation
of the U.S. and Israel creates a dangerous
vacuum where tactical military successes are
not matched by a coherent political endgame.

Within Iran, the "Chaharshanbe Suri" fire
festival has been transformed into a high-
stakes political confrontation. The
government has mobilized supporters to
"occupy the squares" and burn U.S. and Israeli
flags, while opposition figures have called for
peaceful but defiant national celebrations. The
total internet blackout continues, but reports
of house-to-house searches for Starlink
terminals indicate the regime’s desperation to
maintain its narrative monopoly. As global oil
prices remain volatile and the regional
conflict spills into Iraq and the UAE, the
prospect of a "prolonged and painful" attrition
war increases, despite U.S. claims that Iran’s
offensive capabilities have been largely
destroyed.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Decapitation of Iranian

Officials

High-Level

* Israel confirmed the Killing of Ali Larijani,
Secretary of the Supreme National Security
Council, and his son in a targeted strike on
a clandestine apartment in Tehran.

e Gholamreza Soleimani, commander of the

Basij Organization, was killed in a separate

strike, a blow to the regime's internal
security and suppression machinery.

e Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu stated
these Kkills are part of a strategy to " h

head of the octopus" and weaken the

regime to the point of collapse.

* The death of Akram al-Ajouri, a senior

commander of Palestinian Islamic Jihad,

was also reported in Iranian territory.
U.S. Internal Dissent and Resignation

e National Counterterrorism Center Director

Joseph Kent resigned in protest, stating he
cannot support a war based on

"misinformation" and Israeli lobbying.

* President Trump dismissed the resignation,
asserting he prefers officials who view Iran
as a threat not work in his administration.

e Internal debates in the U.S. reflect a
growing divide between "MAGA" realists

and pro-Israel hawks regarding the war's

strategic objectives and duration.
Coalition Fracture and NATO Isolation

*» The UK, Germany, France, Italy, and Japan
rejected U.S. requests to send naval assets

to the Strait of Hormuz for escort missions.

* Trump responded by stating the U.S. "no
longer needs or wants" NATO’s help,
potentially signaling a permanent shift in
the transatlantic security architecture.

* The European refusal is rooted in a belief
that the war was initi with
consultation and lacks a legal basis under
international law.

Regional Conflict Spillover

* Pro-Iranian militias attacked the T.S.
Embassy in Baghdad and the Al-Rashid
Hotel with drones and rockets.

* Oil facilities in Fujairah (UAE) and fields in
Iraq were targeted, further straining global
energy supplies.

* A Pakistani airstrike on a rehab center in
Kabul killed at least 100 people, an
escalation in the separate but concurrent
conflict between Islamabad and the
Taliban.

Internal Iranian Unrest and Suppression

e The Chaharshanbe Suri festival has become

a focal point for protest, with citizens in
Tehran chanting "Javid Shah" and "Ey Iran"
around fires.

* Regime forces have increased patrols

threefold, with "fingers on the trigger"

according to Police Chief Radan.

* The Ministry of Intelligence announced the

seizure of Starlink systems, labeling users

as collaborators with Israel.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession and Elite Politics

* The naming of Mujtaba Khamenei as
successor to his father has not consolidated
power; instead, it has highlighted the
regime's reliance on IRGC support.

* The removal of Larijani leaves a vacuum in

the "logical center" of the
potentially handing total control to
"apocalyptic" military factions.

regime,

* Analysts suggest the regime is
"evaporating" rather than collapsing, as its
core decision-makers are eliminated one by
one.

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

* Brent crude remains above $103 per
barrel, with high volatility driven by the
effective closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

» The U.S. is reportedly lifting sanctions on

Venezuela to increase global oil supply and
mitigate the "Hormuz shock."

* The World Health Organization warns that
million
the conflict persists for two more months.

Digital
Warfare

Sovereignty and Information

* Iran has implemented its most extensive
internet blackout, reducing international
traffic to less than 1% of the norm.

* Information is being hand-carried via trains
to the Turkish border (Van) as digital
channels are severed.

* The government is attempting to weaponize
Al-generated content to create a false
narrative of victory and domestic stability.

Security Architecture and Alliances

e Trump’s "America First" approach has led
to a breakdown in trust with NATO, as
allies refuse to be "entraped" in a war they
did not choose.

* Russia is emerging as a major beneficiary,

utilizing the conflict to distract from
Ukraine and potentially serving as a
mediator for the IRGC.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current policy debates in the U.S. focus on the
legality of the war and the president’s
authority to continue operations without a
formal declaration or a clear "imminent
threat" justification. International legal
experts are also examining whether the
verin f intern ring war
constitutes a violation of the Geneva
Convention regarding civilian protections.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Venezuela Sanctions Relief: A proposed
executive action by the U.S. Treasury to lift
oil sanctions on Caracas to offset the loss of
Middle Eastern supply.

* NATO Funding Reallocation: Implicit
threats by the U.S. President to reduce or

eliminate protection for NATO members

who do not support the Hormuz mission.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* White House Press Briefing: President
Trump defended the elimination of Iranian
leaders and criticized "weak" allies who
refuse to contribute to the naval mission.

* NCTC Resignation Statement: Joseph
Kent's public resignation post on X,

alleging the war is driven by "false
information" from Israeli lobbies.
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* UN Human Rights Report: Mai Sato, UN
Special Rapporteur, condemned the war as
illegal and documented widespread human
rights abuses inside Iran during the
January protests.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Intermediate Layer" Deletion The
elimination of Ali Larijani is strategically
significant not because he was an opponent of
the regime, but because he represented the
pragmatic conservative layer capable of
negotiating a "soft landing" or surrender. By
removing such figures, Israel and the U.S.
may be intentionally or unintentionally
ensuring that the only remaining interlocutors
are IRGC hardliners with "apocalyptic" views.
This trend suggests a war designed for total
regime replacement rather than behavioral
change, but it risks creating a "failed state"
scenario similar to the post-2003 Iraq
transition.

The End of the "Special Relationship" The
refusal of the UK and other NATO members to
join the maritime mission marks a historic low
in Western security cooperation. Unlike the
2003 Iraqg invasion where a "Coalition of the
Willing" was eventually formed, current allies
conflict as an unnecessary
provocation that threatens their specific
economic and energy security interests.
Trump’s "go it alone" rhetoric is no longer a
threat but a reality, leaving the U.S. military
overextended and diplomatically isolated.

view this

The Weaponization of Attrition Iran’s
strategy appears to be one of "asymmetric
exhaustion." By using low-cost drones to
target high-value oil infrastructure and
shutting down the Strait of Hormuz, Tehran is
forcing the U.S. to expend expensive

interceptors and incur massive political costs
at the gas pump. The Iranian leadership is
banking on the "unpopularity" of the war in
the U.S.—currently hovering between 20%
and 30% support—to eventually force a U.S.
withdrawal, even as their own top leaders are
killed.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect intensified civil unrest in Iran
following Chaharshanbe Suri, potentially
met with "fingers on the trigger" lethal
force by the regime.

* The U.S. will likely formalize Venezuela
sanctions relief to stabilize o0il markets
before the Midterm elections.

* Decapitation strikes will continue, with
President Medicalian n Mohamm
Bager Qalibaf as potential high-value
targets if they are viewed as impediments
to total collapse.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Global supply chains for fertilizers and
critical minerals (helium, aluminum) will

face major disruptions due to the prolonged

Hormuz closure.

* The U.S. may be forced to deploy ground
troops to secure strategic islands (Kharg,
Abu Musa) if naval blockade-breaking fails.

* Fractures in NATO may lead to a formal
withdrawal of U.S. assets from European
bases as Trump prioritizes the Middle East
theater.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_213000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260317_153000

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* If the regime survives in a "wounded" state,
Iran may fully adopt the "North Korea
model," prioritizing a "dirty bomb" or
clandestine nuclear breakout as its only
survival metric.

* A successful regime change would require

a decade of state-building and technical
management to prevent a total collapse
into regional warlordism, especially in
Kurdish and Baluch borderlands.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Urgent need for a third-party
mediation channel (possibly via Spain or
Oman) to establish an "exit ramp" before all
pragmatic
eliminated.

Iranian negotiators are

e Diplomatic: Establish clear "red lines"
regarding the targeting of cultural heritage
sites and non-military infrastructure to
prevent a total loss of "hearts and minds"
among the Iranian populace.

* Regional: Pakistan and Afghanistan require
an immediate de-escalation framework to
prevent their separate conflict from
merging into the wider regional war.

For Private Sector/Investors:

e Supply Chain:
nitr n-

Diversify sourcing for
fertilizers and aluminum, as
Gulf production is likely to remain offline

for the foreseeable future.

* Energy: Expect massive increases in
shipping insurance premiums for any vessel
entering the Indian Ocean or Arabian Sea,
necessitating a shift toward Atlantic-based
transit where possible.

* Cyber: Heightened risk of "wiper" attacks
and critical infrastructure breaches by

IRGC-affiliated groups seeking to retaliate
for leadership deaths against U.S. and
Israeli corporate interests.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.


mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

