
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
ESPRESO

M A R C H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

ESPRESO

M A R C H  1 7 ,  2 0 2 6

UKRAINE NAVIGATES STRATEGIC

ISOLATION AS MIDDLE EAST

ESCALATION AND US POLITICAL

SHIFTS THREATEN THE GLOBAL

SECURITY ARCHITECTURE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 17-18, 2026, marks a critical inflection

point  for  Ukrainian  sovereignty  as  the

geopolitical focus shifts toward the escalating

conflict between the United States and Iran.

The  Donald  Trump  administration  has

initiated  a  massive  air  campaign  against

Tehran, spending approximately $6 billion in

munitions within the first 48 hours. This shift

has  relegated  the  Russo-Ukrainian  war  to  a

secondary priority  in Washington,  prompting

President  Trump  to  publicly  question  the

necessity of continued aid to Kyiv, citing the

geographic  distance and  historical

mismanagement  of  resources.  Concurrently,

Trump  is  reportedly  exploring  a  "peace

through  strength"  model  that  may  involve

significant territorial concessions by Ukraine,

specifically the Donbas and frozen front lines

in Zaporizhzhia and Kherson, to pivot Russia

away from its alliance with China.

Domestically,  Ukraine  is  grappling  with  a

profound  parliamentary  crisis  characterized

by  the  disintegration  of  the  "mono-majority"

within the Verkhovna Rada. Members of  the

Servant of  the People faction are reportedly

paralyzed  by  fatigue  and  fear of  anti-

corruption investigations  by  NABU and SAP,

leading  to  a  legislative  stalemate  that

threatens  Euro-Atlantic  integration.  Despite

this  political  turbulence,  Ukraine’s  military

has  achieved  notable  successes,  conducting

the  "Alexandrovsk  and  Zaporizhzhia"

operations  which  liberated  400  square

kilometers and  disrupted  a  planned  Russian

spring  offensive.  Furthermore,  Ukraine  is

emerging  as  a  global  leader  in  anti-drone

technology, with the US and Gulf nations now

requesting  technical  assistance to  counter

Iranian-made Shahed UAVs.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

US-Iran  War  Escalation: The  Trump

administration  has  moved  from  targeted

strikes  to  a  broader  campaign  aimed  at

forcing  Iranian  unconditional  surrender.

Iran has responded by mining the Strait of

Hormuz using  small  boats,  threatening

global energy supplies and causing a spike

in oil prices that Russia seeks to exploit.

Ukrainian Parliamentary Paralysis: The

Servant  of  the  People  faction  no  longer

commands a functional majority, with up to

40 deputies wanting to resign. Legislative

work on critical EU integration clusters is

stalling due to internal corruption scandals

and  friction  between  the  presidency  and

the Rada.
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Strategic  Military  Innovation: Ukraine

has  successfully  deployed  the  "Flamingo"

long-range missile-drone, an analog to the

Tomahawk, capable of striking 300km into

Russian territory with high precision. This

tech  is  being  supplemented  by  "Sting"

drone  interceptors  which  are

outperforming  US  systems in  cost-

effectiveness.

Diplomatic  Pivot  to  the  UK  and  EU:

President  Zelenskyy’s  visit  to  London

secured an Artificial Intelligence center for

the Ministry of Defense and a new defense

partnership,  as  the  UK  seeks  to  fill  the

vacuum left by shifting US priorities.

Russian Economic and Elite Instability:

Russia  has  exhausted  its  budget  deficit

limits for 2026 in just two months. Reports

indicate  high-level  defections,  including

former  Putin  aide  Vladislav  Surkov,  and

systemic  infrastructure  failures  like

massive  internet  outages in  Moscow  and

St. Petersburg.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

The  relationship  between  the  Ukrainian

presidency and the legislature has soured

following  Zelenskyy’s  suggestion  that

deputies should serve on the front lines, a

move criticized as populism that alienates

his own faction.

The  "Witkoff-Kushner"  plan  for  Ukraine

reportedly includes forcing elections during

martial law, a proposal viewed by diplomats

as  a  Russian-aligned  move  to  destabilize

Kyiv from within.

Internal  Russian  fissures  are  widening;

ultra-nationalists  like  Dugin  are  attacking

economic  elites like  Kirill  Dmitriev,

accusing them of being potential hostages

to Western interests.

Energy Security

Hungary  and  Slovakia  are  blackmailing

Ukraine over the Druzhba oil pipeline, with

Budapest threatening to block a €90 billion

EU loan unless transit is fully restored.

Slovakia’s  SEPS  terminated  emergency

energy aid to Ukraine without explanation,

signaling  a  cooling  of  relations  and

increased  vulnerability  for  the  Ukrainian

grid.

Corruption & Rule of Law

Friction  between  NABU  and  the  SBU

continues; anti-corruption activists allege a

sustained  attack on  the  independence  of

investigative  bodies  by  unreformed  law

enforcement loyal to the presidency.

The  murder  trial  of  Ivan  Ablov,  son  of  a

notorious  judge,  highlights  systemic

failures  in  judicial  accountability  and  the

influence  of  elite  families  on  legal

proceedings.

Technology Policy & AI

Warfare  is  entering  a  "technological

turning  point"  where  AI  and  autonomous

systems are  the  primary  combatants.  The

UK-Ukraine  partnership  on  AI  aims  to

institutionalize this advantage.

Russia  is  reportedly  using  AI-managed

"Lancet"  drones  with  independent

communication channels to strike targets in

the  Ukrainian  rear,  including  near  the

Independence Monument in Kyiv.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Ukrainian  legislative  activity  is  currently

stagnant  due  to  the  lack  of  a  functional

majority, though several critical international

and  domestic  policy  debates  are  ongoing

regarding military mobilization and economic

survival.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Draft  Bill  on  Deputy  Mobilization: A

two-year-old proposal by Dmytro Razumkov

to  send  deputies  on  short-term  combat

rotations to better understand the needs of

the military.

Law on Mobilization Changes: Proposed

by the President to address the legislative

fatigue,  though  critics  argue  it  is  being

used to threaten political opponents.

Tax  Reform and  "National  Cashback":

Discussion of ending tax-free international

parcels and implementing cashback on fuel

to balance the budget under IMF pressure.

EU  Integration  Clusters: Technical

opening of clusters 3 (Competitiveness), 4

(Green Agenda), and 5 (Resources), though

actual  reform  implementation is  lagging

behind technical progress.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Trump White House Press Conference:

Donald  Trump  attacked  NATO  allies  for

failing  to  assist in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

linking  US  security  guarantees  to  allies'

willingness  to  participate  in  Middle  East

operations.

Zelenskyy’s  Address  to  the  UK

Parliament: The  President  emphasized

shared  security  interests and  thanked

Britain  for  maintaining  focus  on  Ukraine

despite the global energy crisis.

EU  Council  of  Foreign  Ministers:

Ministers  debated  the  20th  sanctions

package, which is currently being blocked

by  Hungary’s  Orban  as  he  navigates  a

difficult domestic election season.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Cultural Diplomacy

A  significant  trend  is  the  increasing

controversy over Russian cultural influence in

international forums. The victory of a Russian

filmmaker at the 2026 Oscars for a film about

Putin’s  Russia  has  sparked  outrage  in

Ukraine,  where  it  is  seen  as  "romanticizing

evil"  or  distracting  from  the  genocide.

Simultaneously,  Russia  is  attempting  a

"stealth  return"  to  the  Venice  Biennale

through  proxies  like  Anastasia  Karneeva

(daughter  of  a  Rostec  executive),  leading to

calls  for  a  boycott  by  over  20  nations  who

view  this  as  a  state-sponsored  soft-power

operation.

The Rise of the "Military-Entrepreneurial"

Class

In  Ukraine,  the war has forced a shift  from

traditional orchestral  and fine arts to digital

and  remote  production.  Virtuosos  like

Oleksandr  Bozhyk  now  operate  home

recording  studios for  global  film  projects,

often  recording  violin  tracks  while  air  raid

sirens  sound  in  the  background.  This

adaptability is mirrored in the defense sector,

where  60%  of  frontline  equipment  is  now

locally  produced,  creating  a  new  class  of

military-tech  entrepreneurs  who  are

beginning  to  influence  national  policy  and

international trade.

The Collapse of Post-Yalta Order
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Analytic  discourse  suggests  the  "old  world"

created  by  the  Yalta  Conference  is  officially

extinct. In its place is a raw "right of might"

where  Trump’s  transactional  diplomacy

ignores  traditional  security  treaties  (like

NATO’s  Article  5)  in  favor  of  immediate

economic or tactical gains. This has led to a

"strategic  anxiety"  in  Central  Europe,

particularly  in  Poland  and  the  Baltics,  who

fear  they  are  next  in  Russia's  imperial

restoration project if Ukraine is forced into a

lopsided peace deal.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

deepening  of  the  Ukrainian  parliamentary

crisis, possibly leading to the dismissal of the

current  cabinet  and  the  formation  of  a

"Government  of  National  Unity"  to  maintain

legislative  function.  In  the  Middle  East,  the

US will likely attempt a "victory declaration"

in Iran by the end of March to cool oil prices

before the US midterm season heats up.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Ukraine  will

likely  pivot  its  diplomatic  and  military

procurement almost entirely toward European

partners  (UK,  France,  Poland)  as  US  aid

remains  frozen or  transactional.  Russia  will

leverage the 30-day US sanction waiver on oil

tankers  to  replenish  its  depleted  treasury,

potentially  funding  a  new  offensive  by  late

summer.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): If  the  Trump

administration  successfully  forces  a  "frozen

conflict"  in  Ukraine,  the  European  security

architecture  will  undergo  a  radical

nuclearization. Poland and France may lead a

"European Nuclear Shield" independent of the

US  nuclear  sharing  program,  fundamentally

altering  the  balance  of  power  on  the

continent.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Allies  must  establish  a  de-centralized

funding  mechanism for  Ukraine  that

bypasses  single-nation  vetoes  (like

Hungary’s) to ensure the €50bn and €90bn

facilities are disbursed.

Diplomatic  engagement  with  the  "post-

Ayatollah"  factions  in  Iran  must  be

prioritized to prevent a failed-state scenario

that could lead to a permanent closure of

the Strait of Hormuz.

Formalize the transfer of Ukrainian drone-

interceptor  technology  to  NATO  as  a

strategic  offset for  declining  Western

missile stockpiles.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investment  Opportunity: The  Ukrainian

military-tech  sector,  specifically  in  AI-

managed  autonomous  systems and  long-

range  propulsion,  offers  high-growth

potential  as  these  systems  are  vetted  in

active combat.

Supply  Chain  Risk: Global  logistics  and

energy  sectors  should  prepare  for  long-

term  disruptions in  the  Persian  Gulf;  the

current  US  naval  presence  has  not  yet

secured  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  against

asymmetrical mining threats.

Regulatory  Compliance: Investors  in

Russia should monitor  the growing list  of

sanctioned  elites;  the  purge  of  the

"economic  bloc"  in  Moscow increases  the

risk of asset nationalization or sudden exit-

tax spikes.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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