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VENEZUELA NAVIGATES A FRAGILE

DOMESTIC "TRANS-DECISION"

UNDER ACTING PRESIDENT DELSI

RODRÍGUEZ WHILE THE US-IRAN

WAR SHATTERS GLOBAL ENERGY

MARKETS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 17, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in

Venezuelan  history,  characterized  by  a

complex "trans-decision" or managed political

transition. Following the detention of Nicolás

Maduro and Cilia Flores—referred to by state

media  as  a  "kidnapping"—Acting  President

Delsi  Rodríguez  has  consolidated  power

through a strategy of "pragmatic coexistence"

and dialogue with the Trump administration.

This  domestic  pivot  is  underpinned  by  a

massive amnesty program that has benefited

over 7,500 individuals, signaling an attempt to

de-escalate  years  of  internal  conflict  while

maintaining  the  socialist  "communal"  state

architecture. The regime is leveraging a "New

Political  Moment"  to  attract  foreign

investment, specifically targeting the recovery

of  oil  production toward  1.2  million  barrels

per  day,  positioning  Venezuela  as  a  stable

energy alternative to the chaotic Middle East.

Globally, the situation is grave as "Operation

Epic  Fury,"  a  joint  US-Israeli  campaign

against  Iran,  has  escalated  into  a  regional

conflagration. The reported elimination of Ali

Lariyani and  other  high-ranking  Iranian

officials follows the earlier death of Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei, leaving the Islamic Republic in

a  state  of  fractured  leadership.  Iran’s

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has sent oil

prices  to  $120  per  barrel,  with  analysts

warning  of  a  surge  to  $300 if  the  blockade

persists.  Donald  Trump  has  simultaneously

signaled a predatory foreign policy toward the

Caribbean, threatening to "take" Cuba while

praising his "incredible" relationship with the

Rodríguez administration in Caracas.

On the domestic front, the "managed peace" is

tested  by  severe  infrastructure  failures  and

labor unrest. A significant transport strike in

Caracas paralyzed  the  city  as  drivers

demanded a fare increase to 120 bolivars to

combat  inflation.  While  the  government

celebrates  nationalistic  fervor  surrounding

Venezuela’s  historic  World  Baseball  Classic

final appearance  against  the  United  States,

the reality for citizens remains one of water

scarcity, frequent blackouts, and a hollowed-

out healthcare system. The administration is

attempting to bridge this gap by distributing

new  police  vehicles to  communal  "Peace

Quadrants,"  essentially  militarizing  local

security under the guise of citizen protection.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Transition of the "Acting Presidency"

Delsi Rodríguez has emerged as the face of

a  new  diplomatic  pragmatism,  receiving

explicit recognition from Donald Trump as

the head of state. 
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The administration is actively promoting a

Ley de Amnistía (Amnesty Law), with 7,580

people  already  benefiting,  though  critics

note that those involved in military actions

against  the  state  remain  excluded  under

Article 9.

Elite reshuffling is evident in the selection

process  for  a  new Ombudsman (Defensor

del  Pueblo)  and  Attorney  General,  with

candidates  like  Enrique  Ochoa  Antich

calling for an end to the "Palace of Silence."

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  the  Hormuz

Blockade

The ongoing war in the Middle East has led

to the closure of the Strait  of  Hormuz by

Iran, disrupting 20% of global oil transit.

The  US  has  begun  releasing  400  million

barrels from strategic reserves to stabilize

prices,  though  the  International  Energy

Agency warns this is a temporary buffer.

Venezuela  is  positioning  itself  for  a  20%

growth  in  oil  production,  seeking  to

capitalize on the vacuum left by Iranian and

Russian oil through new joint ventures.

Regional Geopolitical Shifting

Trump has publicly  stated he expects  the

"honor of taking Cuba" during his mandate,

citing the island's extreme vulnerability.

In  Brazil,  former President  Jair  Bolsonaro

has been moved to intermediate care while

serving  a  27-year  sentence  for  a  coup

attempt,  highlighting  the  collapse  of  his

movement.

Chile’s  President  Kast  (referred  to  as

"José")  has  initiated  a  "Border  Shield" in

Arica to militarize the fight against illegal

migration.

Domestic Social and Labor Volatility

A  Caracas-wide  transportation  strike on

March  16  pressured  the  Ministry  of

Transport to anchor fares to the US dollar.

Severe water  shortages in  Nueva Esparta

have forced the distribution of free bottled

water by  local  municipalities,  as  the

Turimiquira system remains unstable.

Public  health  remains  in  crisis,  with

surgeons in Monagas reporting they cannot

perform operations due to a lack of basic

surgical supplies.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics

The  detention  of  Maduro  has  created  a

power  vacuum  being  filled  by  the

Rodríguez  siblings  and  Diosdado  Cabello,

who  is  focusing  on  strengthening  the

communal "Peace Quadrants".

The  presence  of  former  Spanish  PM

Rodríguez  Zapatero  as  a  "Champion  of

Peace" provides international cover for the

Rodríguez administration’s transition.

Energy Security & Investment Climate

Legislative reforms to the Organic Mining

Law are being debated to "change the rules

of  the  game"  and  turn  minerals  into  a

primary wealth source.

The  government  is  pleading  for  the

unfreezing of gold reserves in London and

funds in Portugal to inject liquidity into the

stagnant economy.
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AI & Technology Policy

The  integration  of  AI  in  corporate

accounting (specifically  Excel)  is  being

aggressively marketed to Venezuelan firms

to manage hyper-complex financial data.

Ethical  concerns  are  rising  over  Meta’s

"immortal" profiles, which use AI to allow

deceased  users  to  continue  interacting

indefinitely.

Domestic Stability & Civil Unrest

The government is deploying thousands of

new motorcycles  and  patrol  cars to  local

communes  to  suppress  potential  unrest

related to the economic crisis.

Authorities  are  increasingly  relying  on

state-wide  surveillance  camera  systems

linked  to  a  central  911  hub  to  monitor

"preventative" security.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently focused on

a  suite  of  "Opening  Laws"  designed  to

liberalize  the  economy  while  maintaining

socialist political structures. These include the

Amnesty Law for  political  reconciliation,  the

new Mining Law for resource extraction, and

adjustments  to  the  Labor  and  Tax  Codes  to

accommodate foreign capital. 

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Ley  de  Amnistía  para  la  Convivencia

Democrática: Provides  legal  forgiveness

for political crimes committed during civil

unrest,  with  over  7,000  beneficiaries  to

date.

Ley  Orgánica  de  Minas: A  proposal  to

nationalize  and  then  lease mineral

resources  to  private  entities  to  bypass

traditional rentier hurdles.

Ley de Hidrocarburos (Reform): Aimed

at expanding private equity shares in joint

ventures  to  attract  US  and  European  oil

majors.

Ley de la Cruz Roja: Recently  approved

legislation regulating  the  humanitarian

organization’s operations within the state.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Special  Commission for  Amnesty  Law:

Meeting  between  Jorge  Rodríguez  and

Rodríguez  Zapatero  to  review  the  "New

Political Moment".

Communal  Security  Summit: Diosdado

Cabello’s  delivery  of  65  trucks  and  522

motorcycles to Guárico communes.

Transport  Sector  Assembly: Heated

debate  over  refusal  of  the  Ministry to

publish  a  fare  increase  in  the  Official

Gazette.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The "New Political Moment" as a Tactical

Retreat

The  transition  from  Maduro  to  Delsi

Rodríguez is less an ideological shift and more

a  tactical  retreat  to  ensure  survival.  By

framing Maduro’s absence as a "kidnapping,"

the regime maintains its base's revolutionary

fervor while the Rodríguez siblings negotiate

a "road map" for a 24-month transition with

Washington.  This  includes  the  planned

resignation  of  CNE  rectors and  TSJ

magistrates to "reinstitutionalize" the state in

a  way  that  satisfies  Trump’s  demand  for  a

"win" without surrendering communal control.

The amnesty program serves as the lubricant

for  this  process,  buying  off  moderate

opposition elements.
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Venezuela as the "Anti-Iran" Energy Hub

The  regime  is  masterfully  exploiting  the

Middle  East  conflict.  With  oil  prices

threatening  $300,  the  administration  is

marketing Venezuela as "safe, abundant, and

cheap." This narrative is designed to force the

US to drop all remaining sanctions. The push

for a new Mining Law further aligns with this,

positioning the country  as  a  critical  mineral

supplier  for  the  global  tech  and  defense

industries,  effectively  making  Venezuela

indispensable  to  the  Trump  administration’s

"America First" strategy.

Militarized Communalism

Despite  the  talk  of  dialogue,  the  internal

security trend is toward "Quadrants of Peace"

(Cuadrantes de Paz). The delivery of military-

grade transport and surveillance equipment to

communal councils indicates that the regime

is outsourcing social control to its most loyal

grassroots  supporters.  This  "militarized

communalism" ensures that even if high-level

political concessions are made in Caracas, the

regime  retains  an  unbreakable  grip  on  the

neighborhoods and rural territories.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The conclusion of

the World Baseball Classic will mark the end

of  a  "national  unity"  distraction,  likely

followed  by  renewed  transport  strikes and

social  pressure if  the fare increases are not

gazetted.  Expect  a  formal  announcement

regarding US investment in the Orinoco Belt

as Hormuz remains blocked.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The National

Assembly will finalize the restructuring of the

CNE and TSJ, paving the way for a 2027 or

2028 election cycle. Economic "bubbles" will

expand in Caracas and the Oil Belt, while the

health  and  water  crises in  the  interior

provinces  deepen,  potentially  leading  to

localized riots.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): If  the  "trans-

decision" holds,  Venezuela will  evolve into a

hybrid  state—a  mixed  economy  model with

heavy  Chinese  and  US  energy  investment

coexisting with a socialist communal political

structure.  The "Cuba problem" will  escalate,

with Trump potentially moving from sanctions

to direct intervention as the island’s economy

collapses entirely.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Western  diplomats  should  focus  on

verifying the autonomy of  the new Power

Citizen appointees  (Ombudsman/Attorney

General)  as  a  litmus  test  for  the  "trans-

decision."

The  blockade  of  Hormuz  requires  a

secondary  energy  corridor;  investing  in

Venezuelan infrastructure is now a matter

of global security, not just regional policy.

Prepare for a massive refugee crisis from

Cuba  as  Trump  increases  pressure  for  a

regime collapse or surrender.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Sector: Unprecedented

opportunities exist in rehabilitating existing

oil  wells and  secondary  recovery,  as  the

state  is  desperate  for  quick  production

spikes.

Tech/AI  Services: There  is  a  massive

untapped market for AI-driven financial and

logistics  tools for  Venezuelan firms trying

to  normalize  operations  after  years  of

sanctions.
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Risk Warning: Infrastructure remains the

primary  bottleneck;  investments  in  oil  or

mining  must  include  private  power  and

water  solutions to  be  viable,  given  the

collapse of the national grid.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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