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THE ASCENSION OF MOJTABA

KHAMENEI AMID THE "RAMADAN

WAR" SIGNALS A DEFINITIVE

IRANIAN SHIFT TOWARD TOTAL

REGIONAL CONFRONTATION AND

THE EROSION OF US MARITIME

HEGEMONY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  17,  2026,  marks  the  18th  day  of  a

direct,  high-intensity  conflict  between  the

Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  and  a  US-Israeli

coalition,  a  period  now  characterized  by

Iranian  state  media  as  the  "Ramadan  War."

The  strategic  landscape  has  been

fundamentally  altered  by  the  confirmed

martyrdom  of  Supreme  Leader  Ayatollah

Seyyed  Ali  Khamenei  and  the  rapid

appointment  of  his  son,  Ayatollah  Seyyed

Mojtaba  Khamenei,  as  his  successor.  This

transition, rather than triggering the internal

collapse anticipated by Western intelligence,

appears to have unified the Iranian domestic

front and solidified the "Axis  of  Resistance."

Iran  has  launched  the  59th  wave  of  "True

Promise  Operation  Number  4,"  utilizing

advanced  armaments  including  hypersonic

Fattah and Hajj Qasem missiles to target US

regional bases and Israeli industrial hubs.

The  conflict  has  expanded  into  a  critical

maritime crisis following the torpedoing of the

Iranian  frigate  Dana (Sahand)  by  the  USS

Charlotte in  the  Indian  Ocean,  resulting  in

over  80  deaths.  In  response,  Iran  has

effectively  closed  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  to

"hostile actors," a move that is beginning to

paralyze  global  energy  markets.  The  US

administration under Donald Trump is facing

significant  internal  fractures,  highlighted  by

the  resignation  of  Joe  Kent,  Director  of  the

National  Counter  Terrorism  Center,  who

denounced the  war  as  unjust  and driven by

foreign  lobbying.  Furthermore,  reports  of

sabotage  aboard  the  USS  Gerald  R.  Ford

suggest a deepening morale crisis within the

US Navy  as  the  deployment  reaches  record

lengths.

In Lebanon, the conflict has transitioned into

a  full-scale  ground  war.  Israeli  forces  have

struggled  to  secure  territory  south  of  the

Litani River, facing a sophisticated strategy of

attrition from  Hezbollah.  The  Lebanese

government’s  perceived  complicity  with

Israeli  and  US  demands  has  sparked

accusations  of  treason,  while  the  "Axis  of

Resistance"  continues  to  coordinate  strikes

against  strategic  Israeli  infrastructure,

including  the  Rafael  Arms  manufacturing

complex. The day concludes with a hardening

of  Iranian  resolve,  as  the  new  leadership

rejects any ceasefire that does not include a

total  US  withdrawal from  West  Asia  and

significant war reparations.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Leadership  Succession  and  Domestic

Stability: Following the assassination of Ali

Khamenei, the Assembly of Experts moved

with  unprecedented  speed  to  confirm

Mojtaba  Khamenei as  the  new  Supreme

Leader,  aiming  to  project  continuity  and

strength  during  a  state  of  war.  Domestic

unrest,  previously  fostered  by  Western-

backed  cells,  has  reportedly  vanished  as

the  population  rallies  around  the  new

leadership  and  military  command.  Public

ceremonies in Tehran’s Revolution Square

and  nightly  rallies  across  the  nation

demonstrate  a  galvinized  citizenry

demanding "harsh revenge."

True Promise Operation Number 4: The

IRGC and the Iranian Army have escalated

retaliatory  strikes  to  their  59th  missile

wave.  Key  developments  include  the  first

battlefield  use  of  the  Hajj  Qasem  missile

and  targeted  strikes  against  Israeli  cyber

and  AI  centers that  provide  guidance  for

US-Israeli  weapon  systems.  US  bases  in

Iraq,  Kuwait,  Saudi  Arabia,  and  the  5th

Fleet in Bahrain have sustained significant

hits, with intelligence reports suggesting a

43% depletion of US weapon stockpiles in

the region.

Maritime Escalation and the  Strait  of

Hormuz: The sinking of  the frigate Dana

has served as a catalyst for Iran to restrict

all  navigation in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  to

non-hostile nations. Iran has issued a stern

warning to the UAE and other Gulf states to

evacuate  military-adjacent  ports,  labeling

them legitimate targets for supporting US

operations. This has triggered a surge in oil

prices  and  a  refusal  by  major  US  allies,

including Japan and Italy, to join a proposed

naval coalition.

Hezbollah  and  the  Lebanese  Ground

Front: Despite  intense  Israeli  aerial

bombardment  of  Beirut  and  the  southern

suburbs,  Hezbollah  has  successfully

repelled  ground  incursions  in  bordering

villages like Maroun al-Ras and Khiam. The

resistance  has  officially  entered  the

"Khaibar Operation" phase, deploying long-

range  missiles  against  settlements  100

kilometers deep  into  the  occupied

territories.  The  martyrdom of  a  Lebanese

Army soldier in an Israeli strike has further

inflamed nationalist  sentiment against  the

Israeli incursion.

US  Internal  Fracturing  and  Morale

Crisis: The  resignation  of  Joe  Kent  has

exposed  deep  divisions within  the  Trump

administration regarding the war's legality

and strategic necessity. Simultaneously, the

US Navy is investigating a "deliberate fire"

aboard  the  USS  Gerald  R.  Ford,  which

displaced  600  sailors.  Analysts  point  to

"fatigue  and  low morale"  as  the  carrier’s

deployment enters its 11th month without a

clear off-ramp from the conflict.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Elite Politics & Succession Dynamics: The

transition  to  Mojtaba  Khamenei  marks  a

pivotal  moment  in  the  Islamic  Republic's

history. The speed of the appointment by the

Assembly  of  Experts suggests  a  pre-planned

contingency  for  leadership  loss.  The  new

leader is portrayed as a scholar with deep ties

to  the  IRGC  and  the  "Axis  of  Resistance,"

signaling  a  more  proactive  and  potentially

radical defensive posture.

Energy Security & Economic Warfare: The

closure of the Strait of Hormuz is being used

as a primary lever of statecraft and financial

resilience.  Iran  is  punishing  the  US  and  its

allies through "management" of the waterway
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while  granting  exceptions to  partners  like

China  and  Russia.  This  has  led  to  a  24%

increase  in  US oil  prices  within  two weeks,

causing  internal  political  pressure on  the

Trump administration.

Cybersecurity  & Digital  Sovereignty: The

"Ramadan  War"  is  a  high-tech  conflict

characterized  by  AI-generated  targeting and

massive  cyber-espionage.  Iranian  hacking

group  Handala  has  reportedly  exposed

Mossad  agents and  neutralized  domestic

collaborators.  Conversely,  Iran is  specifically

targeting  Israeli  technology  centers  that

develop AI-based battlefield software, seeking

to  blind  the  coalition's  precision  strike

capability.

Coalition Cohesion & Bloc Politics: The US

"dream  team"  coalition  has  failed  to

materialize.  Key  NATO allies  (UK,  Germany,

Italy,  France)  and  Pacific  partners  (Japan,

Australia, South Korea) have rejected joining

Trump’s  naval  mission,  citing  constitutional

limits and the risk of total war. This isolation

contrasts  with  the  high  strategic  alignment

between Iran, China, and Russia, the latter of

whom sent congratulations to the new leader

within minutes of his appointment.

National  Security  &  Terrorism: The

assassination  of  Basij  commander  Brigadier

General  Gholamreza Soleimani in a terrorist

attack is viewed as an attempt to "decapitate"

the  leadership  of  Iran’s  volunteer  defense

forces.  However,  military  analysts  suggest

that the loss of commanders only strengthens

the revolutionary resolve of the organization,

which serves a dual role in internal security

and civil infrastructure development.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  has  shifted  toward

wartime  emergency  decrees  and  diplomatic

ultimatums rather than traditional legislative

processes. The focus is on the legality of the

US intervention  and  the  sovereign  rights  of

Iran to defend its maritime borders.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: While  no

specific  bills  were  debated,  the  US

Congress  is  reportedly  in  active

disagreement over the lack of a formal war

declaration, with some members calling the

conflict  an  illegal  violation  of  the  War

Powers Resolution.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Speaker  of  the  Iranian  Parliament,

Mohammad  Ghalibaf,  delivered  a

national address stating that the Strait of

Hormuz  would  not  return  to  pre-war

status and that the era of "hit and run" is

over.

The Supreme National Security Council

issued  a  six-page  statement to  Islamic

nations,  demanding  they  clarify  their

stance and stop hosting US forces that

target Iran.

Secretary General  of  Hezbollah,  Sheikh

Naim Qasim, released a field message to

fighters,  outlining  the  conditions  for

ending  hostilities:  total  Israeli

withdrawal,  prisoner  release,  and

reconstruction.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Narrative  of  the  "Epstein-Led

Regime": A recurring theme throughout the

day’s  reporting  is  the  use  of  the  "Epstein

Files"  as  a  tool  of  geopolitical  analysis.  The

Iranian state narrative posits that the Trump

administration  and  Israeli  leadership  are

compromised by sexual blackmail, forcing the

US  into  a  war  that  serves  only  Israeli

existential interests. This theme is utilized to
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delegitimize  the  war  among  Western

audiences and frame the conflict as "Good vs.

Evil"  rather  than  a  standard  geopolitical

rivalry.

Asymmetric  Resilience  and  Indigenous

Innovation: Iran's  ability  to  maintain  high-

frequency missile  waves despite 47 years of

sanctions  is  highlighted  as  a  failure  of

Western  "economic  terrorism."  The

development of hypersonic technology and a

self-sufficient military industrial  complex has

allowed  Iran  to  achieve  "deterrence  parity"

with the US, an outcome previously thought

impossible by regional analysts.

The Collapse of the "Rule-Based Order":

The refusal  of  US allies  to  join  the Hormuz

coalition and the resignation of  top security

officials suggest  a  breakdown  in  the  post-

WWII  international  architecture.  Iranian

commentators  argue  that  the  "international

community" has become morally bankrupt by

failing  to  condemn  the  bombing  of  schools

(Minab) and hospitals, leading to a "multipolar

shift"  where  local  cooperation  replaces

Western military hegemony.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

continued  intensification  of  "True  Promise"

waves  as  Iran  seeks  to  avenge  the  Dana

sailors and General Soleimani. Mass funerals

for the sailors in Tehran will  likely serve as

massive recruitment and galvinization events.

On  the  Lebanese  front,  Israeli  forces  may

attempt  a  deeper  push toward  the  Litani

River, likely resulting in heavy armor losses to

Hezbollah’s anti-tank units.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The economic

impact of the Hormuz closure will likely lead

to civil unrest in Europe and the United States

as  energy  prices  skyrocket.  The  Trump

administration  may  face  a  formal

impeachment or constitutional crisis over the

unauthorized war. Iran will likely formalize its

defense  treaties  with  China  and  Russia,

potentially  hosting  foreign  naval  assets  to

secure the "new maritime reality."

Long Term (1-5 Years): The conflict appears

to  be  the  terminal  phase  of  the  "American

Era" in West Asia. Regardless of the military

outcome,  the  political  architecture of  the

Persian  Gulf  is  shifting.  Monarchies  that

supported the US may face internal uprisings

or  be  forced  to  pivot  toward  Tehran for

security  and  trade  stability.  The  "Greater

Israel"  project  will  likely  face  its  most

significant  structural  defeat,  resulting  in  a

new regional balance of power.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The total closure of the Strait of Hormuz is

now  a  navigational  reality;  diplomatic

efforts should focus on Oman or China as

mediators  to  secure  non-hostile  transit

corridors.

The  legitimacy  of  "direct  negotiations"  is

dead; future engagement must involve Axis

of Resistance representatives as sovereign

equals.

US  allies  must  evaluate  the  risk  of

retaliatory strikes on their home soil if they

provide  even  passive  intelligence  support

to the coalition.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: UAE ports and energy

hubs  are  active  war  zones.  Immediate

diversification of logistics hubs away from

the Persian Gulf is mandatory.

• 
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• 
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Energy Volatility: Expect  Brent  crude to

remain in a hyper-volatile state with a floor

above $150/barrel until Hormuz navigation

is clarified.

Cyber Security: Any company associated

with the US-Israeli defense industrial base

is at extreme risk of retaliatory hacking and

infrastructure  sabotage  by  groups  like

Handala.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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