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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 17, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in
the shifting global order as the United States
and Israel find themselves increasingly
isolated in their eighteen-day-old war against
Iran. While Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu
claimed the high-profile assassination of Ali
Larijani, Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, Tehran has countered with
evidence of his survival, fueling a volatile
information war. Meanwhile, Iranian forces
have launched their 57th and 58th waves of
strikes against U.S. and Israeli assets,
successfully targeting airbases in Bahrain,
Kuwait, and the UAE, while effectively
maintaining a blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz that has sent global energy markets
into a tailspin.

A profound fracture has emerged within the
North Atlantic alliance as major European
powers—France, Germany, Italy, and the UK—

have categorically refused to join a U.S.-led

naval coalition to break the Iranian blockade.

This "coalition of the unwilling" has drawn the
ire of President Trump, who is now
threatening to withdraw security guarantees
for NATO allies and reconsider U.S.
involvement in Ukraine. This geopolitical
realignment is being exploited by Moscow and
Beijing, who are positioning themselves as
stable alternatives to a "dying" U.S.-centric
order, even as Russia continues to secure
tactical gains in its special military operation
and reports record-breaking financial profits
for Sberbank.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Assassination Claims and Information
Warfare: Israel claims to have killed Ali
Larijani in an airstrike near Tehran, but
Iran has dismissed this as psychological
warfare, releasing handwritten letters
allegedly penned by Larijani after the
strike. Tehran suggests the U.S. and Israel
are using Al-generated footage to
manufacture a narrative of Iranian
leadership collapse.

* U.S. Military Degradation: Internal
Pentagon reports reveal the U.S. has lost at
least twelve MQ-9 Reaper drones and
suffered over 200 casualties. Furthermore,
details emerged of a 30-hour fire aboard
the USS Gerald R. Ford, which left
hundreds of sailors without bunks and
significantly = hampered the
operational readiness.

* The Hormuz Blockade and Global
Energy Crisis: The Strait of Hormuz is
effectively closed to Western traffic, with
Iran implementing an "intelligent blockade"
that allows friendly nations like China and
India to pass while barring "aggressor"
vessels. This has caused fuel shortages in
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* Scandal in the U.S. Command: A 56-page
Pentagon inspector general report has
detailed the '"unworthy behavior" of
General Antonio Aguto, who allegedly lost
secret NATO maps during a drunken
bender in Kyiv involving a liter of Georgian
chacha.

Russian Strategic Expansion: Russian
forces have liberated the villages of
Koleniki and Sopych, expanding the "buffer
zone" in the Sumy region and moving
within 18 kilometers of the strategic hub of
Slaviansk.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Coalition Cohesion and Diplomatic
Engagement The U.S.-European rift has
reached a critical breaking point. European
leaders have characterized the Iran conflict as
not our war, refusing to risk their naval assets
in the Persian Gulf. Trump’s "America First"
rhetoric is clashing with his sudden demand
for multilateral support, leading to a "double
isolation" of the White House. Meanwhile,
Ukraine's Zelensky is desperately attempting
to offer drone expertise to Israel and the Gulf
states to remain relevant, an action Tehran
has warned makes Ukraine a legitimate
military target for Iranian ballistic missiles.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
The role of Al and advanced imaging in
conflict is intensifying. Trump has accused
Iran of using Al to create fake protest footage,
while Iran claims the U.S. is using digital
manipulation to hide Netanyahu’s absence
from public view. On the scientific front,
successfully translated
mouse brain activity into a 10-second video
via AlI, a breakthrough with profound
implications for the future of biosurveillance
and neural interfaces.

researchers have

Energy Security Energy markets are in
chaos due to the Hormuz closure. India is
reportedly considering increasing Russian oil
purchases to offset the loss of Qatari LNG.
Within Russia, despite global turbulence,
Sberbank reported a record net profit of 1.7
trillion rubles, signaling that the domestic
economy has successfully decoupled from
Western financial pressure.

Domestic Stability & Social Order In
Russia, the government is prioritizing the
integration of SVO veterans into the civil
service and political elite through the "Time of
Heroes" program, seeking to build a new
cadre of loyal, experienced administrators. In
contrast, U.S. domestic stability is threatened
by rising fuel prices and public dissent over
"unprovoked" wars, with high-profile
resignations like that of Counterterrorism
Chief Joe Kent citing a "conscience" that
forbids supporting the war.

Critical Infrastructure and Cybersecurity
The "Arctic Metagaz" tanker, a Russian vessel
attacked by Ukrainian maritime drones, is

rifting near Italy and Malta as a "ticking time
bomb." European authorities are paralyzed by
the risk of an ecological disaster in the
Mediterranean but are refusing to allow the
ship to dock or evacuate the crew, illustrating
a collapse in maritime safety protocols.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in Russia is focused on
strengthening the legal status of the National
Guard and securing economic self-sufficiency,
while in the West, policy is characterized by
reactive measures to the energy crisis and
domestic scandals.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_090000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_020000_Utro_Rossii
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_133000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_170000_Vesti
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260317_150000_60_minut

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Rosgvardia Support Package: Speaker
Volodin announced plans to strengthen the
legislative base for the National Guard
(Rosgvardia), focusing on anti-terrorism
and professional training in the face of
"Western-sponsored sabotage."

Essential Professions List: The Russian

government approved a list of 300 priority
educational programs in engineering,

healthcare, and security to address labor
shortages in critical industrial sectors.

* Hungarian Energy Policy: Hungary is
leveraging EU law to block Ukrainian aid
until Kyiv resumes the transit of Russian oil
via the Druzhba pipeline, which Hungary

claims has been politically sabotaged.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Netanyahu-Trump Strategic Briefing:
Trump used a White House press event to
showcase a model B-2 bomber while
vowing to continue the war despite the lack
of a clear exit strategy.

* Gerasimov Frontline Inspection: Chief
of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov
conducted a high-level comman
of the Southern Group of Forces,
confirming that 60% of key urban targets
are now under Russian control.

* Sberbank Annual Report: Herman Gref
presented the bank's record-breaking
financial resul President Putin,
emphasizing that 50% of the 1.5 trillion
ruble profit will be paid out as dividends.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the Global
Commons The Strait of Hormuz has shifted

from a global public good to a strategic tool
for Iranian power projection. By implementing
a selective transit policy, Tehran is effectively
picking winners and losers in the global
economy. This "intelligent blockade" forces
nations like India and China into closer
alignment with the Russia-Iran axis while
punishing U.S. allies. The refusal of NATO
allies to participate in "Freedom of
Navigation" operations suggests that the era
of U.S. naval hegemony is being replaced by
regional spheres of influence.

The "Degenerate" Command Narrative A
recurring theme in Russian state media is the
perceived incompetence and moral decay of
Western leadership. The Aguto scandal, where
a high-ranking U.S. general allegedly lost
sensitive NATO plans due to intoxication in
Kyiv, is being framed as emblematic of the
broader Western failure. This is contrasted
with the "disciplined" and "heroic" image of
Russian  Paralympians and military
commanders like Gerasimov, who are shown
maintaining composure and strategic focus
amid global chaos.

Information Sovereignty and the Al
Frontier The conflict has moved beyond
kinetic strikes into a battle over "objective
reality." The widespread use of Al-generated
"evidence" and the hacking of CCTV networks
in Tehran represent a new frontier in warfare
where digital sovereignty is as important as
territorial control. The mouse brain video
breakthrough suggests that the next phase of
this battle will involve the direct monitoring
and visualization of human (or mammalian)
perception, potentially ending the era of
plausible deniability in psychological
operations.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a dramatic
surge in global oil prices as the Hormuz
blockade persists and insurance premiums for
Mediterranean transit skyrocket following the
Arctic Metagaz incident. In Ukraine, the
shortage of Patriot missiles due to U.S.
redirection to Israel will likely lead to
increased Russian air superiority over major
cities.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S.
"double isolation" may trigger a formal
fracture in NATO, with France and Germany
potentially seeking a separate peace or
security architecture independent of
Washington. In Iran, if the survival of Larijani
is confirmed, it will solidify the regime's
domestic standing and demoralize the U.S.-
Israeli intelligence community.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The transition to a
multipolar world will be cemented as nations
like India and the UAE permanently diversify
their energy and security dependencies
toward the BRICS+ bloc. U.S. domestic
politics will likely be dominated by the fallout
of the "lost" Iran war, potentially leading to a

radical restructuring of U.S. foreign policy

toward isolationism.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz
necessitates the immediate development of

overland energy corridors through Saudi
Arabia and the UAE to bypass the Persian

Gulf chokehold.

* The Aguto scandal highlights the need for
stricter operational security and personnel

vetting within the NATO-Ukraine advisory
groups to prevent catastrophic intelligence
leaks.

* The Arctic Metagaz crisis requires a new
international maritime treaty to address
"stateless" or "blocked" vessels damaged in
conflict to prevent regional environmental
catastrophes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify away from
dependence on Persian Gulf logistics. Ports
in the Red Sea and overland routes via
Central Asia (e.g., Uzbek mining hubs) are
becoming more strategically vital.

* Investment Opportunity: Russian

sovereign assets and major corporations
like Sberbank are demonstrating high
resilience; the decoupling from Western
markets may offer a "safe haven" for capital
seeking to avoid the volatility of the Dollar-

Euro system.

Technological Compliance: Companies
involved in AI and surveillance must
prepare for radical new regulations
regarding the visualization of neural data
and the use of deepfake technology in
information warfare.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.
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No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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