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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS

DESTABILIZE AS US-IRAN

CONFLICT ESCALATES AMIDST

GROWING TRANSATLANTIC RIFTS

AND RUSSIAN TACTICAL GAINS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  17,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point  in  the  widening  conflict  between  the

United  States  and  Iran,  characterized  by  a

series of retaliatory strikes across the Middle

East and a burgeoning crisis in global energy

security.  Iranian  forces  have  reportedly

targeted US military installations in the UAE,

Bahrain, and Iraq, while the Strait of Hormuz

remains  effectively  blockaded,  driving  oil

prices toward $150 per barrel. This escalation

has precipitated a visible rupture in the NATO

alliance, as major European powers, including

France, Germany, and the UK, have formally

refused  to  participate  in  a  US-led  naval

coalition for the region. US President Donald

Trump’s  rhetoric  has  become  increasingly

isolated, as he dismisses the necessity of allies

while  simultaneously  facing  internal  dissent

from high-ranking security officials.

Parallel  to  the  Middle  Eastern  theater,  the

Russian  military  has  reported  significant

tactical  successes  in  the  Special  Military

Operation (SMO). Russian forces have seized

control  of  the  settlements  of  Sopych  in  the

Sumy  region  and  Kaleyniki  in  the  Donetsk

People's  Republic  (DNR),  bringing  them

within  18  kilometers  of  Sloviansk.

Domestically, Russia is projecting an image of

resilience  and  technological  progress,

highlighted  by  Sberbank’s  record-breaking

annual  profits  and  Moscow’s  aggressive

roadmap  for  implementing  autonomous  rail

and  river  transport.  However,  critical

infrastructure challenges remain, particularly

regarding  water  security  in  the  Donbas,

where  extensive  engineering  projects  are

underway  to  break  the  "water  blockade"

imposed by Kyiv.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Retaliatory  Strikes  and  Middle  East

Volatility: The  conflict  between  the  US-

Israeli  axis  and Iran has expanded into  a

multi-front regional war. Retaliatory Iranian

strikes  have  targeted  US  bases  in  Iraq,

Qatar,  and  the  UAE,  while  Israel  has

conducted  combined  strikes  against

Tehran,  Shiraz,  and  Tabriz.  Conflicting

reports  surround the  fate  of  high-ranking

Iranian  officials,  including  Ali  Larijani,

though  Iranian  state  media  continues  to

issue  denials  through  handwritten

messages attributed to him.

Strategic  Blockade  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz: The effective closure of the Strait

of Hormuz has halted approximately 25% of

global  oil  traffic.  Iran  has  threatened  to

destroy  the  energy  infrastructure of  any

nation that allows its territory to be used as

a staging ground for attacks on the Iranian

oil terminal at Kharg Island.
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NATO  Coalition  Fragmentation:

European leaders have signaled a historic

departure from US foreign policy. France’s

President  Macron and UK Prime Minister

Starmer  have  faced  harsh  criticism  from

President Trump after refusing to provide

naval  assets for  the  de-blockade  of  the

Persian  Gulf,  citing  a  desire  to  avoid  a

wider war and the high economic cost  of

participation.

Russian  Territorial  Gains  in  Ukraine:

The Russian Ministry of Defense confirmed

the  capture  of  two  settlements  and

described a unique "tunnel operation" near

Sudzha,  where  troops  utilized  12

kilometers of underground piping to bypass

Ukrainian  defenses  and  seize  a  critical

foothold.

Economic  Divergence  and  Domestic

Stability: Sberbank reported a record net

profit of 3.7 trillion rubles for the previous

year,  signaling  the  robustness  of  the

Russian banking sector. Meanwhile, Europe

faces  an  "energy  suicide"  scenario  as

skyrocketing  prices  threaten  further  de-

industrialization and recession.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The global energy crisis is

the primary driver of international instability.

European nations are grappling with a "sixth-

ever" total blackout on Cuba as a result of the

US energy blockade, while domestic European

industry faces shutdown risks due to $120+

per barrel oil. Russia is positioning itself as a

reliable  alternative,  redirecting  LNG and oil

exports to "friendly" nations like India, China,

and Thailand to bypass Western sanctions.

AI  and  Technology  Policy: Moscow  is

accelerating  its  "Digital  Construction"  and

autonomous  transport  initiatives.  Deputy

Mayor Maksim Liksutov announced plans for

15  driverless  trams and  autonomous  metro

trains  on  the  Big  Circle  Line  by  2027.

Sberbank  is  leveraging  AI  to  optimize  labor

productivity  and  financial  services,  while

Russian  medical  researchers  have  unveiled

new CAR-T cell therapies for oncology, which

Prime  Minister  Mishustin  pledged  would  be

covered by state insurance (OMS).

International  Relations  &  Bloc  Politics:

The "Russian Spring" 12th anniversary serves

as a narrative anchor for domestic unity and

the  integration  of  the  "New  Territories."

Diplomatic engagement with the Global South

continues,  with  significant  industrial

collaborations  highlighted  in  Uzbekistan

(metallurgy) and  military  instruction

programs  in  the  Republic  of  the  Congo.

Simultaneously, North Korean leader Kim Jong

Un  has  inspected  monuments  dedicated  to

Russian-North Korean military cooperation.

Corruption  &  Governance: Russian  law

enforcement  has  launched  high-profile

crackdowns on corruption within the defense

sector.  The  FSB  and  Interior  Ministry

liquidated  a  channel  that  stole  460  million

rubles intended  for  defense  orders.

Regionally, the former Deputy Prime Minister

of  Buryatia was detained in connection with

construction  fraud involving  a  major  bridge

project in Ulan-Ude.

Food  &  Water  Access/Security: A  major

effort is underway in the DNR to mitigate the

long-term  water  blockade.  Authorities  have

utilized  90%  of  local  reservoirs  and  are

drilling  deep-water  wells to  supplement  the

region’s  supply,  though  a  total  solution

depends  on  the  eventual  liberation  of  the

Siversky Donets-Donbas canal infrastructure.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Russian  State  Duma has  prioritized  the

regulation of utility tariffs and the oversight of

the  military-industrial  complex.  Legislative

efforts  also  focused  on  strengthening  the

"historical  truth"  laws  and  providing  social

support for "New Territory" residents.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Utility  Tariff  Control  Law: This

legislation  expands  the  powers  of  the

Federal  Antimonopoly  Service  (FAS)  to

cancel  regional  tariff  hikes that  exceed

federal  limits,  with  officials  facing

disqualification for non-compliance.

Historical  Truth  Protection  Bill:

Proposed  to  integrate  the  "counter-

falsification  of  history"  into  the  national

prevention  system,  targeting  youth

radicalization and revisionist narratives.

Crimea/Sevastopol Pension Integration:

A bill to ensure that labor activity in Crimea

between  March  and  December  2014 is

counted toward Russian pension insurance

seniority.

Pesticide  Regulation  Law: New  norms

governing  the  application  of  agricultural

chemicals were  supported  in  their  first

reading.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Liksutov Interview: The Moscow Deputy

Mayor discussed the future of autonomous

delivery and the removal of heavy e-bikes

from city sidewalks.

Mishustin  Medical  Visit: The  Prime

Minister visited the Center for Hematology

to  review  state-funded  innovation in  cell

therapy and transplant technology.

Accounts Chamber Report: Chairman of

the Control Committee Oleg Morozov noted

that the economic effect of auditors in 2025

reached 653 billion rubles.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Fragmentation  of  the  West: A

recurring  theme  is  the  perceived

obsolescence  of  the  NATO  security

architecture.  Transcripts  emphasize  that  the

US has "betrayed" Europe by profiting from

high energy prices while leaving them to face

the  Iranian  threat  alone.  The  refusal  of

European  nations  to  participate  in  the

Hormuz convoy is  characterized as a  "silent

mutiny" against  Washington,  driven  by  the

realization  that  US  military  umbrella  no

longer guarantees economic stability.

The Evolution of Asymmetric Warfare: The

efficacy of  low-cost  drone technology versus

high-cost  interception systems is  highlighted

across  multiple  theaters.  Whether  in  the

Persian  Gulf  or  Ukraine,  the  narrative

suggests  that  drones  like  the  "Geran"  or

"Upyr" are  redefining  military  economics.  A

significant  strategic  proposal  explores  using

"Geranisation" in Cuba to create a "Caribbean

Crisis 2.0," providing Havana with a standoff

capability  to  deter  US  aggression  through

asymmetric  economic  and  psychological

threats.

Russian  Civil-Military  Integration: The

domestic  coverage  heavily  emphasizes  the

"People’s War" aspect of the SMO. From the

"Marsel"  army  cook  in  Dagestan  to  the

"smetlivy"  (resourceful)  soldiers building

tunnels,  the media is  crafting a narrative of

total social cohesion. This is contrasted with

reports of "mutinies" and "total depression" in
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the Ukrainian ranks, where the 158th brigade

reportedly threatened its own commanders.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued

extreme  volatility  in  energy  markets  as  the

Hormuz blockade persists. Israel may expand

its  ground  operations  into  Lebanon,

potentially leading to over a million refugees

fleeing  the  region.  Within  the  US,  the

departure  of  high-ranking  counter-terrorism

officials signals a deepening rift over Trump’s

Iran strategy.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The European

Union  will  face  severe  political  internal

pressures  as  the  "energy  suicide"  leads  to

factory closures and potential regime changes

in  France  and  the  UK.  In  Ukraine,  the

liberation of the Siversky Donets canal could

lead to a collapse of the current defense line

in  the  Donbas,  forcing  a  strategic  retreat

toward the Dnieper.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in

global trade routes is likely, with Russia and

the  BRICS  nations  establishing  a  sanction-

proof logistics corridor through Central  Asia

and the North Sea Route. The US may face a

period  of  relative  isolationism  or  "fortress

America" posture if its military actions in the

Middle East fail to produce a decisive victory

by the 250th anniversary of the US.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The NATO alliance must urgently address

the  internal  rift  regarding  Middle  East

security. Failure to do so will embolden Iran

and  Russia  to  further  challenge  the

maritime status quo.

Diplomats  should  prepare  for  a  major

humanitarian  crisis  in  Lebanon  and  Syria

as Israeli strikes intensify on Shiite centers

in Beirut.

The use of drones as a tool of geopolitical

deterrence (e.g.,  in Cuba) requires a new

international  legal  framework  for  low-

visibility warfare.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Global  shipping and logistics firms should

immediately diversify routes away from the

Persian  Gulf,  looking  toward  the  Russian

Far East as a growing transit hub.

Investors in the European industrial sector

face  extreme  risks  of  recessionary

pressures and should hedge against  long-

term high energy costs.

Opportunities  exist  in  Russian  domestic

tech  and  medical  sectors,  particularly  as

the state expands OМS coverage for high-

tech localized treatments.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching
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trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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