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INSTITUTIONAL GRIDLOCK IN
WARSAW HAMPERS NATIONAL
DEFENSE AS THE MIDDLE EAST
CONFLICT ENTERS A VOLATILE
NEW PHASE WITH THE REPORTED
ASSASSINATION OF A TOP IRANIAN
OFFICIAL

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 17, 2026, was defined by a profound
institutional rupture in Poland, as the
government of Donald Tusk moved to bypass a
series of high-stakes vetos by President Karol
Nawrocki. The primary friction point is the
"SAFE" security program, an EU-backed loan
for military and civil defense modernization.
Following the  President’'s veto, the
government initiated "Plan B," titled Program
Polska Zbrojna, to secure funding for the
armed forces via the State Development Bank
(BGK). However, this maneuver leaves a 7-
billion PLN gap intended for the police,
border guards, and infrastructure, sparking a
fierce ‘"lawfare" debate in parliamentary
committees where the opposition was accused
of acting in Russian interests, while the
government was accused of leading Poland

toward a "Polexit" by deepening debt to
Brussels.

Simultaneously, the Polish judiciary is facing a
total blockade. The Constitutional Tribunal,
led by PiS-aligned judges, has postponed
hearings on the validity of electing six new
judges, effectively creating a "paralysis" of the
state’s highest legal arbiter. This internal
chaos is mirrored by high-profile legal theater,
including the fainting of PiS MP Marek Suski
during a prosecutor's interrogation and a
landmark defamation victory for director
Agnieszka Holland against former Minister
Zbigniew Ziobro. These events underscore a
state where legal processes are increasingly
utilized as primary tools of political combat.

On the global stage, the war in the Middle
East has escalated into a potentially
existential phase for the Iranian regime
following reports that Israeli strikes Kkilled Ali
Larijani, a top political figure, and a senior
IRGC commander. The United States, under
President Donald Trump, is aggressively
pressuring NATO allies to assist in clearing
the mined and blocked Strait of Hormuz, a
request the Polish government and several
European capitals have explicitly rejected.
This growing rift between Washington and
Europe is further complicated by a total
humanitarian and energy collapse in Cuba
and a surging opposition movement in
Hungary, suggesting a global shift toward
instability and the realignment of traditional
alliances.
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* Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk stated
unequivocally that Poland will not send
troops to Iran, citing the need to prioritize
Baltic security.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The "SAFE" Program Crisis and Plan B

* Following President Nawrocki's veto of the
EU-funded SAFE program, the government
has authorized the Polska Zbrojna program
to prevent a total cessation of military
modernization.

Constitutional Tribunal and Judicial
Paralysis

» The Constitutional Tribunal has postponed
indefinitely a case brought by PiS MPs
challenging the rules under which six new
judges were recently elected by the Sejm.

* Minister of Finance Andrzej Domanski
confirmed the government will seek 180
billion PLN in low-interest loans directly
from the European Commission, bypassing * Legal experts warn of a "delict" if the
the need for the vetoed law by utilizing President refuses to accept the oath of the

existing Defense of the Fatherland Act new judges, with the government
mechanisms. considering a "Plan B" where the judges
swear their oath before the Marshal of the

o1 ior Mini fficial hat th
nterior Ministry officials warned that the Sejm or the National Assembly.

veto specifically jeopardizes 7 billion PLN

intended for anti-drone shields on the * The Tribunal has requested a formal

eastern border and modern equipment for
the Police and Border Guard.

The political rhetoric has reached an
extreme, with government MPs labeling the
opposition "Russian boots" (onuce) for
blocking defense funds, while PiS claims
the EU loans are a "toxic trap" for Polish
sovereignty.

Escalation in the Middle East

* Israeli forces claim to have assassinated Ali
Larijani, the most senior Iranian political
figure to fall since the start of the conflict,
along with a top commander of the Basij
militia.

The US Embassy in Baghdad was targeted
in a massive drone and rocket attack,
marking the most serious escalation
against US diplomatic assets in the region.

The Strait of Hormuz remains mined and
blocked, with President Trump threatening
to "remember" allies who refuse to send
naval forces to assist the US military.

opinion from President Nawrocki by April
17, further delaying the resolution of the
judicial crisis.

Domestic Stability and Social Policy

* The government announced a 9-billion PLN

housing strategy aimed at the "rent gap"—

the 4 million families too wealthy for social
housing but too poor for commercial
mortgages.

A significant criminal investigation led to
the seizure of 42kg of cocaine hidden in
concrete garden planters near Wroctaw,
valued at 17 million PLN.

A human trafficking ring involving
transport companies and corrupt Border
Guard officers was dismantled in Silesia,
involving victims from Ukraine, Belarus,
and India.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security

* The failure of the SAFE program's original
implementation means the anti-drone
shield for the eastern border, which
requires six specialized wunits, currently
only has one operational unit funded by
internal savings.

* Training for 40 crews of K2 Black Panther
tanks concluded at the Orzysz training
ground, emphasizing the shift toward high-
tech mobile warfare.

* The Interior Ministry is pushing for the
extension of border controls with Germany
and Lithuania until October 2026 due to
persistent illegal migration threats.

Energy Security

* A major dispute has emerged over the EU
Emissions Trading System (ETS). President
Nawrocki and the opposition are
demanding an exit from the system, which
they blame for high energy prices.

* The government maintains that a unilateral
exit from the ETS is legally impossible and
would trigger trade sanctions against
Polish exports.

* Government strategy is shifting toward
"practical" OZE (renewable energy),
specifically biogas and wind, to mitigate the
energy costs exacerbated by the Middle
East conflict.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare)

* Director Agnieszka Holland won a first-

instance civil suit against Zbigniew Ziobro
for defamatory comparisons to Nazi/
Stalinist propaganda; Ziobro has been
ordered to pay to the Association of
Children of the Holocaust.

* The prosecution of Michat Dworczyk for
using private email for classified state
defense data has reached the indictment
stage.

* The government is investigating the "Garaz
Ziarkiewicza" case, involving a prosecutor
accused of hiding files sensitive to the
previous administration.

International Relations & Geopolitical
Power Dynamics

* The US-led blockade of Cuba has resulted
in a total national blackout, affecting 10
million people and halting all non-
emergency medical services.

Ukrainian President Zelensky is leveraging
his drone warfar to secure
industrial partnerships in the UK, while
Sean Penn made a symbolic visit to Kyiv to
support the war effort.

* The upcoming Hungarian elections on April

12 are being framed as a decisive moment
for Central European stability, with Peter
Magyar’s opposition party leading the
ruling Fidesz in some polls.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Sejm and the Council of Ministers are
currently processing emergency measures to
circumvent the President's veto of the SAFE
implementation act. Key focus areas include
the repurposing of the Fund for the Support of
the Armed Forces and the introduction of new
civil protection regulations. Additionally,
significant movement is occurring in housing
law and agricultural support.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* SAFE Implementation Act (Vetoed): The
original bill intended to expand EU loan
access to the Police, Border Guard, and
infrastructure projects. President
Nawrocki's veto of this act is the central
legislative conflict of the day.

* Program "Polska Zbrojna": A
government resolution authorizing the
Defense and Finance Ministers to sign
direct loan agreements with the European
Commission, bypassing the  vetoed
legislation for military spending.

* Presidential "SAFE 0%" Bill: A counter-
proposal by the President and NBP
Governor Glapinski to fund defense via
NBP gold reserves. The government
dismisses this as "mythical" because NBP is
currently recording massive losses.

* Criminal Procedure Code Amendment
(Vetoed): A Dbill to limit the use of
temporary detention. The President vetoed
the measure, claiming it would "protect
pedophiles," while the government argues
it is a necessary human rights reform.

* Rural Areas Support Act: An amendment
allowing farmers to access low-interest
revolving credit by repurposing unused

funds.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Parliamentary Committee on Internal
Affairs: A chaotic session where Interior
Minister Marcin Kierwinski interrogated
the opposition on why they support
"disarming" the police. PiS MPs eventually
walked out.

e Council of Ministers (KPRM): Prime
Minister Tusk held a briefing confirming
EU partners support the "Plan B" for the
SAFE funds.

* Constitutional Tribunal Briefing:
Spokesmen for the tribunal announced the

indefinite adjournment of the judicial

selection challenge.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the Presidency

A clear trend has emerged where the
Presidency is no longer acting as a mediator
but as a "legislative blockade." With 29 vetos
issued, the President is systematically
targeting the government’s core pillars: the
rule of law (judiciary), security (SAFE
program), and digital sovereignty (veto of the
EU Digital Services Act). The government's
response—developing "Plan B" maneuvers for
every major policy—indicates a permanent

in f th ). ive-legislative link.
This creates a fragile governance model
where administrative resolutions are used to
simulate laws that the President refuse to
sign.

Security Narratives vs. Financial Realities

Both sides of the Polish political spectrum are
competing for the "Security Patriot" mantle.
The government argues that cheap EU credit
is the only way to modernize quickly enough
to face the threat from the East. PiS counters
with a "sovereignty" narrative, suggesting
that EU debt is a political leash. However, the
government’s revelation that 80% of the SAFE
funds would stay in Poland to support the
domestic arms industry (e.g., Stalowa Wola,
Radom) is putting pressure on the President’s
support base among trade unions and military
manufacturers.

The "Iran Front" and the NATO Fissure
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The reported death of Larijani signals a shift
toward a "decapitation" strategy in the US-
Israeli campaign against Iran. The ensuing
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has created
a tactical nightmare. While President Trump
expects a "test of loyalty" from NATO, major
Eur n itals ar
or defensive-only missions. Poland's refusal to
join the "Hormuz Mission" is a rare moment of
alignment between Tusk's foreign policy and
the "Poland First" sentiment of the electorate,
but it risks isolating Warsaw if the US
administration retaliates by reducing its
presence on the Eastern Flank.

rioritizin iplom

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* A constitutional crisis will likely erupt when
the six newly elected judges attempt to
nter th nsti
to start work without a presidential oath.
Expect police or internal security presence

at the building.

ional Tribunal ildin

e I[ran will likely launch a major retaliatory
strike following the death of Larijani,
potentially targeting Israeli interests or

further attacking US tankers in the Gulf.

* The first transche of 15% of the SAFE funds
will likely be transferred to Poland by April,
marking the success or failure of the
government's legal "Plan B."

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The outcome of the Hungarian elections

will determine if Zbigniew Ziobro remains
in political exile or faces extradition to
Poland to answer for numerous corruption
and power-abuse charges.

* Energy prices in Poland will likely rise as
the impact of the mined Strait of Hormuz
hits global supply, forcing the government
to implement emergency fuel subsidies for
the agricultural sector ahead of the
harvest.

* The design of British banknotes will shift to

animal motifs, reflecting a surprising
cultural shift in the UK away from
historical/monarchical figures.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

 If the US remains bogged down in a multi-
year conflict with Iran, the security of the
Baltic will rely almost entirely on
European-funded initiatives like the SAFE
program, potentially leading to a "Strategic
Autonomy" for the EU by default rather
than by design.

* The "rent gap" in Poland may begin to
narrow if the 9-billion PLN SIM/TBS
investments reach contracted milestones,
fundamentally changing the Polish property
market from ownership-centric to rental-
centric.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The refusal of Poland and other EU states
to join the Hormuz mission suggests a need
for a dedicated EU naval mission that
focuses strictly on commercial escorting
rather than regime-change combat.

e Diplomatic pressure on the NBP and
President Nawrocki must be coordinated to
ensure that internal judicial disputes do not
degrade the operational readiness of the
Eastern Flank's border security.
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* Re-evaluate the dependency on US-
manufactured drones as Ukraine and the
UK deepen their indigenous drone

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Risk: The mining of the Strait of Hormuz
presents a critical threat to global supply
chains for oil and fertilizers; investors
should seek exposure to European biogas
and renewable sectors as hedges.

* Opportunity: The Polish government’s
commitment to spend 180 billion PLN on
arms, with 80% staying in-country,
presents a generational opportunity for
defense contractors with a  Polish
manufacturing footprint.

* Risk: The judicial crisis in Poland creates
"legal uncertainty" for long-term contracts;
high-value investments should prioritize
international arbitration clauses until the
Constitutional Tribunal is fully functional.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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