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CONVERGENCE OF HISTORY & MODERN SECURITY:
Commemorating the 64th Victory Day while navigating active threats.
The State asserts itself as the guarantor of the “New Algeria”.

DOMESTIC SECURITY
& VIGILANCE

TEBESSA CT OPERATION:
7 Terrorists Neutralized,

3 Soldiers Martyred.
High-level response by Pres.
Tebboune & Gen. Chanegriha
to reinforce resolve against

“remnant evil forces”.

L:
DRONE CRACKDOWN.
Mandatory registration
deadline April 30, 2026.
Seizure for non-compliance
to secure airspace.

BORDER REALITY:
Continued nexus of drug
trafficking (3M
sychotropic tablets seized) |
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STRATEGIC EXPANSION
L & INFRASTRUCTURE

PIPELINE (TSGP):
Sonatrach technical
delegation in Niamey, Niger.
Aggressive advancement
instructions from President. ™

=

GOAL:
GEOPOLITICAL LEVERAGE.
Positionin? Algeria as the
indispensable African energy
transit hub for Europe.

ECONOMIC
DIVERSIFICATION:
Integrating military industrial
capacity with civilian needs

|

DOMESTIC FOUNDATION: FUTURE-PROOFING & STABILITY

THE REGIONAL POSTURE: !
DIPLOMACY
& RIVALRY

WEAPONIZATION OF
SPORT (CAF CRISIS):
Intense narrative of “betrayal”
over 2025 AFCON decision
favoring Morocco. Framing
sporting disputes as
geopolitical grievances.
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BALANCING ACT:
Russian Naval Task Force
visit signals continued
military ties to Moscow

alongside Western
industrial partnerships.

DIPLOMATIC RESHUFFLE:
Appointing 19 new
ambassadors to
“reinvigorate” international

§ presence. fé

SOVEREIGNTY:

HUMAN CAPITAL & DIGITAL

Heavy investment in vocational
training for Al, Cybersecurity,
and digital skills for youth.

E

SOCIAL ORDER & IDENTITY:
Promoting moderate religious
identity; tightening state control
over digital consumption and youth
obligations (National Service).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

Y SHORT TERM(1-4 We'eks')"‘: =

High military alert in 5th
Region; nationalist fervor.

Legal warfare over sports decisions;

surge in drone regulation enforcement.

'MEDIUMTERM (126 Mbnth's)‘: D VLONG TERM (1-5\Years): N

TSGP advancement shifts
regional energy dynamics.

IMPLICATION: Expect an increasingly assertive Algeria in African institutions and a complex,
security-focused regulatory environment for international investors.
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ALGERIA REINFORCES NATIONAL
SOVEREIGNTY THROUGH MILITARY
VIGILANCE IN TEBESSA, STRATEGIC
ENERGY EXPANSION IN NIGER, AND
A HARDENING OF REGIONAL
DIPLOMATIC POSTURES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 18-19, 2026, serves as a high-stakes
period for Algerian statecraft, characterized
by the convergence of historical
commemoration and modern  security
imperatives. The nation marks the 64th
anniversary of Victory Day (Eid al-Nasr), the
1962 ceasefire ending the war for
independence, while simultaneously
navigating active domestic and regional
threats. The martyrdom of three soldiers in
Tebessa during a nter-terrorism
underscores the persistent nature of "remnant
evil forces" despite significant state
successes, including the elimination of seven
high-profile terrorists. This event prompted
immediate high-level responses from
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune and Army
Chief of Staff Said Chanegriha, reinforcing the
military's role as the primary guarantor of the
"New Algeria" project.

Regionally, Algeria is aggressively projecting
power through infrastructure and diplomacy.
A technical delegation from Sonatrach
traveled to Niamey to advance the Trans-
Sahara Gas Pipeline, signaling a commitment
to South-South cooperation and strategic
energy dominance in Africa. Simultaneously,
state media has intensified its narrative of
"betrayal" against Morocco, using a
controversial Confederation of African
Football (CAF) decision regarding the 2025
AFCON as a proxy for broader geopolitical
grievances. Domestically, the state is
tightening controls over emerging
technologies, mandating the registration of all
drones by April 2026, while investing heavily
in human capital through new vocational

training programs in cybersecurity and
artificial intelligence.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Algerian state utilized the 64th
anniversary of the 1962 ceasefire to align its
revolutionary past with its current military
and economic objectives. State narratives
emphasized that "true victory is sustained
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through a strong, diverse, and resilient
economy."

* Counter-Terrorism Operations in
Tebessa: Units of the People's National
Army (PNA) neutralized seven terrorists in
a qualitative operation, including several
high-ranking leaders with insurgent
histories dating back to 1994 and 1999.
The operation resulted in the martyrdom of
three soldiers, prompting a site visit by
General Chanegriha to reinforce troop
morale and signal state resolve. Three
million psychotropic tablets were also
seized in the border regions, indicating a
continued nexus between drug trafficking
and security threats.

Trans-Sahara Gas Pipeline (TSGP)
Advancement: A delegation from
Sonatrach and the Ministry of Energy
visited Niamey, Niger, to collect technical
data and examine legal frameworks for the
pipeline section crossing Nigerian territory.
This move follows direct instructions from
President Tebboune to accelerate the
project.

Drone Regulatory Crackdown: The
Ministry of National Defense announced
the activation of the National Center for
Unmanned Aircraft Systems. All physical
and legal entities in possession of drones
are required to register them before April
30, 2026, or face seizure under current
legislation.

* CAF/AFCON Sporting Crisis: The

Algerian media and sports analysts
launched a blistering critique of a CAF
commission's "ridiculous" decision to award
the 2025 AFCON trophy to Morocco via a
late-night appeal, overturning Senegal's on-
field win. The discourse characterized this
as a "theft" and a manifestation of
Moroccan "Makhzen" corruption in African
institutions.

Strategic Diplomatic Reshuffle:
President Tebboune enacted a partial
diplomatic movement, appointing 19 new
ambassadors and five consul generals. This
is framed as an effort to "reinvigorate"
Algerian diplomacy and strengthen its
presence on the international stage.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security and Military Readiness

e The PNA continues to modernize its

logistics, receiving new shipments of buses
manufactured in  military  industrial
facilities in cooperation with Chinese and
German partners.

The 31st Search and Rescue Committee
meeting was held at the Algiers Naval Base
to ratify activity programs for 2026,

emphasizing inter-ministerial coordination
for maritime safety.

Ongoing border security efforts led to the
arrest of 463 illegal migrants and the

thwarting of numerous smuggling attempts
involving gold mining equipment and fuel.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_200000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_200000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_080000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_200000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CANALALGERIE_20260318_230000_La_chaine_publique_algerienne

Technology Policy and Digital Sovereignty

* The Ministry of Vocational Training is
introducing 46 new specialties, with a
heavy emphasis on cybersecurity, Al, and
digital development to prepare the
workforce for the "modern market."

* A National Program for Sponsoring Young
Leaders was launched, targeting 1,000
participants aged 18-28 to develop
leadership and project management skills

via a digital platform.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

* Algeria expressed "full solidarity" with
Lebanon following Israeli aggression, with
President Tebboune maintaining constant
contact with Lebanese leadership.

A Russian naval task force from the
Northern Fleet visited the Algiers Naval

Base, signaling continue military-to-
military cooperation and naval diplomacy

with Moscow.

State media expanded on a narrative of
Moroccan ‘"betrayal," citing historical
grievances from the 19th century to the
1965 Arab Summit as context for current

regional tensions.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

* The Ministry of Solidarity issued warnings
against the improper use of the internet by
children, urging parents to monitor digital
consumption to preserve family values.

e The state-sponsored "National Service"
census for citizens born in 2009 was

publicized, framing military service as a

mandatory obligation for all 19-year-olds.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The administration is focused on refining

procurement rules and youth

integration

while maintaining strict security mandates
through executive decrees.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Draft Executive Decree on Public
Procurement: Prime Minister Nadir
Larbaoui chaired a meeting to examine
general public
procurement, aiming for transparency and
more efficient practical procedures.

rules governing

Draft Law on Electoral Districts: The
Cabinet discussed a law to determine
electoral districts and the number of
parliamentary seats, a key step in domestic
political restructuring.

2026-2028 Sectoral Road Map: The
government reviewed draft road maps for
sectors including Justice, Transport, and

Market Regulation to align with a strategic

development project.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Cabinet Meeting (March 18): Chaired by
President = Tebboune, covering Hajj

preparations, sheep imports for Eid al-
Adha, and the National Youth Plan.

National Vocational Training Salon:
Held in Oran to promote technical
education in agriculture, construction, and
emerging digital fields.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Sport and Culture

The intense focus on the CAF decision to

award Morocco the

AFCON trophy—
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characterizing it as a late-night "scandal" and
"ridiculous" procedural
illustrates that football has become a primary
arena for the Algeria-Morocco rivalry.
Analysts are now openly linking sporting
decisions to broader regional "conspiracies"
and the "Makhzen's" influence. This narrative
serves to solidify internal unity against a
perceived external antagonist during the
sensitive Victory Day period.

maneuvering—

Identity and Religious Moderation

State-aligned religious lectures emphasized
the "Sufi effort in serving the Hanbali school,"
a nuanced attempt to frame Algerian Islam as
a blend of jurisprudence and spiritual
moderation. This promotes a moderate, state-
sanctioned religious identity that acts as a
bulwark against the “"dark extremist
ideologies" mentioned in military reports
regarding the Tebessa operation.

Strategic Economic Diversification
through Military Partnerships

The delivery of military-produced public
transit  vehicles (6,800 units planned)
highlights a trend of integrating military
industrial capacity with civilian infrastructure
needs. By partnering with Chinese and
German firms, the military is positioning itself
as a central pillar of national industrialization
and self-reliance, reducing dependence on
pure imports.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a series of
high-profile nationalist events surrounding
Victory Day (March 19) and the final ten days
of Ramadan. The military will likely maintain
a high alert status in the 5th Military Region
(Tebessa) to preempt any retaliatory strikes

following the elimination of the seven terrorist
leaders.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The April 30
drone registration deadline will likely lead to
a surge in seizures and potentially legal
actions against non-compliant entities, as the
state seeks to eliminate unauthorized aerial
surveillance. In sports, look for the Algerian
Football Federation to initiate legal warfare
(lawfare) against the CAF decision in
international courts, similar to previous
disputes with Morocco.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The advancement of
the Trans-Sahara Gas Pipeline could
fundamentally shift regional energy dynamics,
making Algeria the indispensable transit hub
for Nigerian gas to Europe, provided security
in the Sahel remains manageable. This will
increase Algeria's geopolitical leverage over
EU energy markets.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic entities should prepare for an
increasingly assertive Algerian stance in
African institutions (like CAF/AU) as Algiers
seeks to

counter-balance Moroccan

influence.

The deployment of Russian naval assets in
Algiers confirms that Algeria will continue
its balancing act between Western partners
(German industry) and Russian military
ties.

Monitor the Trans-Sahara Pipeline closely;
its success or failure will dictate the long-
term economic stability of the Sahel-
Mediterranean corridor.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Regulatory Compliance: Companies
using drone technology for industrial
inspections or surveying must strictly
adhere to the new registration mandates
before the April deadline to avoid asset
seizure.

* Investment Opportunities: The state's
push for AI, cybersecurity, and vocational
training creates openings for international
educational partnerships and technology
providers.

Industrial Risk: While military-industrial
partnerships offer stability, the heavy state
and military involvement in the economy
means investors must navigate complex
procurement decrees and regulatory
frameworks currently under revision.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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