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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS FACE

UNPRECEDENTED VOLATILITY AS

US-ISRAELI STRIKES ON IRANIAN

NUCLEAR AND GAS

INFRASTRUCTURE TRIGGER

MASSIVE REGIONAL RETALIATION
AND A STRATEGIC RUPTURE

WITHIN NATO.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 18, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in global security as the "Epic Rage"
operation—a joint US-Israeli offensive against
the Islamic Republic of Iran—escalated into a
regional conflagration. Following deep-
penetrating strikes on Iranian missile sites
and the assassination of Ali Larijani, Secretary
of the Supreme National Security Council,
Tehran launched a massive retaliatory wave
involving "missiles with MIRV warheads"
targeting Israeli military hubs and the Tel Aviv
transport network. Concurrently, Iranian
proxies and regular forces engaged US assets
across the "Hormuz Strait," effectively
contested global energy transit and driving oil
prices toward a projected $200 per barrel.
This escalation has induced a historic fracture
within the North Atlantic Treaty Organization

(NATO), with major European powers led by

France and Germany openly refusing to
deploy naval assets to the Persian Gulf, citing

a lack of prior consultation by the Trump
administration.

Amidst the Middle Eastern chaos, the Russian
Federation leveraged the 12th anniversary of
Crimea's reunification to project an image of
domestic stability and long-term regional
integration. President Vladimir Putin presided
over high-level meetings highlighting the
investment of 1.3 trillion rubles into the
peninsula’s infrastructure, contrasting this
development with the perceived "neglect"
under previous Ukrainian administration.
Simultaneously, the Russian Ministry of
Defense reported significant tactical gains in
the Special Military Operation (SMO) zone,
specifically the capture of Aleksandrovka and
the establishment of a "buffer zone" in the
Sumy region to cross-border
incursions. These developments suggest a
Russian strategy of consolidating territorial
gains while the West is preoccupied with the
Iranian front.

prevent

Domestic governance in Russia remains
focused on "technological sovereignty" and
financial resilience. Meeting with President
Putin, Sberbank CEO German Gref reported
record profits for 2025, with half allocated to
state dividends, signaling the robustness of
the Russian banking sector despite ongoing
sanctions. The government is also
accelerating the development of "Small
Technological Companies" (STCs), aiming for
a sevenfold increase in revenue by 2030 to
mitigate the impact of Western technology
boycotts. However, internal security threats
persist, evidenced by the FSB’s apprehension
of a teenager in Bashkiria allegedly planning a
church bombing under the direction of
Ukrainian intelligence handlers.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Regional War in the Middle East
o US and Israeli forces conducted "deep-

penetrating" strikes on Iranian positions
near the Hormuz Strait and Tehran.

o Assassination of Ali Larijani, a top
Iranian security official and potential
successor to the Supreme Leader.

o Iran launched over 100 missiles at Tel
Aviv, damaging critical infrastructure
including a railway station.

o The "Bushehr Nuclear Power Plant" was
hit by a projectile near an active power
unit, prompting an urgent evacuation of
Russian personnel.

* NATO Strategic Rupture
o European leaders, including French
President Macron, declared they will not
participate in unblocking the Hormuz

Strait.
o President Trump expressed severe
disappointment in the Alliance,

threatening a potential US withdrawal
from NATO due to the lack of burden-
sharing.

o The UK continues to allow US use of its

bases but refuses to join offensive strikes

against Iran.

* Russian Military Advances in the SMO
o Russian troops from the "West" grouping
took control of Aleksandrovka in the
Donetsk People's Republic (DPR).

o The "North" grouping established a
buffer zone in Sopych, Sumy region, to
secure the Russian border.

o Defense Minister Belousov inspected
frontline drone units, noting a massive
increase in BPLA deliveries to counter
Ukrainian systems.

 12th
Reunification

Anniversary of Crimea’s

o Putin opened several new facilities via
video link, including a large-scale
rehabilitation center in Yevpatoriya.

o Official data shows 14 million square

meters of housing constructed in Crimea
since 2014.

o Over 1.3 trillion rubles have been
directed toward the peninsula's socio-
economic development.

* Global Energy Crisis
o Brent crude prices have reached $150

and are projected to hit $200 if Iranian
oil facilities are further targeted.
o China and India have resumed large-

scale purchases of Russian o0il, often
paying a premium to avoid Middle
Eastern supply risks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The conflict has
weaponized the world’s primary oil artery. In
response to strikes on the "South Pars" field,
Iran has threatened to burn regional energy
infrastructure to the ground. This has forced
nations like Egypt and Sri Lanka to implement
emergency energy-saving measures, including
four-day work weeks and early business
closures.

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty:
Russia is prioritizing the growth of "Small
Technological Companies" (STCs). Minister
Reshetnikov reported that over 6,500
focusing on Al, robotics, and medical
equipment. The goal is to replace Western
imports and create a support ecosystem
ranging from university startups to large-scale
production.
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International Relations & Geopolitical
Power Dynamics: The US-EU split over Iran
represents a fundamental challenge to the
post-WWII security architecture. While Trump
demands Alliance solidarity on the Hormuz
issue, European capitals view the conflict as a
US-led adventure that threatens their
economic ties with the "Global South." This
vacuum is being filled by increased Sino-

Russian nomi rdination.
Economic Security & Financial
record  profits

Resilience: Sberbank’s
exceeding 1.5 trillion rubles provide a critical
fiscal cushion for the Russian state.
Meanwhile, US analysts warn that a
prolonged war with Iran could cost the US
over $1 trillion, potentially destabilizing the
dollar and aggravating the US debt crisis.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare): The extradition of
Russian archaeologist Alexander Butyagin by
a Polish court to Ukraine is being framed by
Moscow as a political hostage-taking. Russian
officials argue that scientific work in Crimea
cannot be criminalized and that the move
endangers the lives of scholars.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in Russia is currently
focused on mitigating the costs of living for
citizens and expanding social protections for
those impacted by the ongoing conflict and
regional instability. The State Duma is also
refining the legal frameworks for
technological development and electoral
integrity.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Anti-Monopoly Utility Regulation: A bill
granting the Federal Antimonopoly Service

(FAS) powers to override regional utility
tariff increases that are found to be

unjustified.

* Free Legal Aid Extension: Legislation

expanding access to free legal services to

include refugees and internally displaced
persons from border regions.

* Disqualification for Officials: A proposal

to introduce mandatory disqualification for

officials who ignore FAS prescriptions
regarding utility pricing.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Crimea Socio-Economic Development
Meeting: A televised meeting where
President Putin discussed the successful

implementation of development programs
and the resilience of the Crimean free

economic zone.

* Sberbank Annual Financial Report:
German Gref's meeting with Putin,

detailing a record 50% dividend payout to
the state budget.

* STC Development Briefing: Minister
Reshetnikov’s report on  structural
economic adaptation through small tech

firms.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of NATO Cohesion The refusal of
European powers to support the US in the
Hormuz Strait signifies a breakdown in the
"Security Architecture" of the West. Analysts
note that European leaders are retaliating for
Trump's unilateralism and his administration's
focus on domestic "pragmatism" at the
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expense of European security. The rhetorical
shift from "allies" to "stupid" and "lame ducks"
characterizes the lowest point in trans-
Atlantic relations in decades, potentially
signaling a move toward a multi-polar
"European autonomy."

The Weaponization of Logistics As the
Middle East maritime routes fail, Russia is
positioning itself as the alternative "Logistics
Hub." The doubling of shipping costs from
Dubai to Moscow is driving a pivot to the
"East-West" and "North-South" corridors.
Russia is aggressively digitizing its border
crossings, aiming for 10-minute transit times
by 2030 to capture shifting global trade flows
that are fleeing the contested Persian Gulf.

Technological Sovereignty as State
Ideology The Russian state is no longer
merely reacting to sanctions but actively
engineering a ‘"parallel economy." The
aggressive focus on STCs across 80 regions
indicates a long-term plan to decouple from
Western supply chains in high-tech sectors
like AI and robotics. The integration of
Sberbank’s Al systems into in rial
monitoring demonstrates a fusion of finance
and technology intended to future-proof the
state against external shocks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in global energy markets. As US
"Tomahawk" stocks deplete—reportedly using
half their arsenal in three days—the US may
shift toward more escalatory tactics,
potentially leading to direct ground incursions
in Iranian coastal areas. In the SMO, Russia
will likely complete the capture of

Svyatogorsk and Slavyansk while the West is

distracted.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US-EU
rift may lead to a formal "security
decoupling." If Trump follows through on
threats to leave NATO, European nations will
be forced to rapidly increase their sovereign
military spending or seek a new "modus
vivendi" with Moscow. Economically, the
premiums paid by China and India for Russian
oil will likely become the new market
standard, further eroding the Petrodollar's
dominance.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Middle East war
may result in a permanent shift of the global
energy hub toward the "Global East." The 1.3
trillion ruble investment in Crimea and the
development of the "International TOR"
(Territory of Advanced Development) in the
Russian Far FEast suggest a future where
Russia is the primary energy and logistics
bridge between a fractured Europe and a
surging Asia.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The neutralization of NATO as a cohesive
force requires diplomats to engage in

bilateral security arrangements rather than
relying on multilateral blocs.

* The strike on Bushehr necessitates a new
global framework for the protection of
nuclear energy sites in active combat zones
to avoid regional ecological catastrophes.

* Western aid to Ukraine is increasingly
linked to energy infrastructure (e.g., the
Druzhba pipeline), making energy transit a
primary lever of diplomatic leverage.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply chains should be rerouted through
the "Northern Sea Route" or "North-South
Corridor" to avoid Hormuz-related risks.

* Investment in  "Small Technological
Companies" (STCs) in Russia offers
significant growth potential as they are
shielded by state registries and the demand
for import substitution.

* Investors in the energy sector must account
for a permanent risk premium on Middle
Eastern oil, favoring Russian and Latin
American sources that utilize "samovar"
(small refinery) delivery methods to bypass
sanctions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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