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THE ASSASSINATION OF ALI

LARIJANI AND THE SUBSEQUENT

IRANIAN RETALIATION HAVE

TRIGGERED A GLOBAL ENERGY

CRISIS AND SHIFTED THE

STRATEGIC FOCUS OF THE

WESTERN ALLIANCE, ALLOWING

RUSSIAN FORCES TO EXPAND

THEIR OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS IN

UKRAINE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  18,  2026,  marks  a  major  inflection

point  in  global  stability  as  the  Middle  East

descends into high-intensity conflict following

the  Israeli  assassination  of  Ali  Larijani,

Secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security

Council.  Iran  has  responded  with  massive

missile strikes against Israel and U.S. regional

assets, including bases in the UAE and Iraq.

This  escalation  has  caused  Brent  crude  to

surge to $118 per barrel, sparking fuel panics

across  Europe  and  forcing  secondary  global

economies like Sri Lanka to adopt emergency

four-day work weeks. For Russia, the conflict

provides a critical strategic distraction, as the

Kremlin  celebrates  the  12th  anniversary  of

the  Crimean  reunification  while  overseeing

significant frontline expansions in the Kharkiv,

Sumy, and Donetsk regions.

Simultaneously,  the  Russian  Ministry  of

Defense  is  projecting  a  narrative  of

technological  and  organizational  superiority.

Defense  Minister  Andrey  Belousov’s

inspection  of  the  "Sever"  (North)  grouping

highlights  a  pivot  toward  increased  drone

density and  modular  underground  command

structures designed for  a  prolonged "war of

attrition."  While  the  West  remains  bogged

down in the Levant and the Red Sea, Russian

forces  have  captured  the  settlement  of

Alexandrovka  and  are  pushing  toward  the

logistical hubs of Orekhov and Pokrovsk. The

day’s  developments  suggest  a  decoupling  of

European  and  American  interests,  as  EU

nations  hesitate  to  join  U.S.  maritime

coalitions in the Persian Gulf, fearing further

economic  collapse  while  simultaneously

attempting  to  maintain  the  flow of  aid  to  a

"desperate" Kiev.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Middle  East  Escalation  and  the  Larijani

Assassination

Tehran confirmed the death of Ali Larijani,

a  top  security  official,  and  his  son  in  an

Israeli  airstrike;  Iran  retaliated  by

targeting  over  100  military  objectives in

Israel, including Ben Gurion Airport and Tel

Aviv infrastructure. 

Iranian-backed  forces  struck  U.S.

installations  in  Dubai  (UAE),  Erbil  (Iraq),

and the U.S.  Embassy in  Baghdad,  where

major fires were reported. 

A  strike  occurred  near  the  Russian-built

Bushehr  Nuclear  Power  Plant;  Rosatom

reported no casualties but began the third

stage of evacuation for staff families. 
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Russian Military Offensives and Logistical

Evolution

Defense  Minister  Belousov  inspected  the

"Sever"  grouping,  noting  a  significant

increase  in  reconnaissance  and  strike

drones which  allowed  for  the  capture  of

five settlements  in  the Kharkiv  and Sumy

regions since early March. 

Russian forces seized Alexandrovka in the

DNR, a move expected to disrupt Ukrainian

logistics on the Slaviansk-Kramatorsk axis. 

Deployment  of  "modular"  underground

command posts  was  showcased,  featuring

centralized life support and the ability to be

disassembled and relocated as the frontline

moves. 

Global Energy and Economic Crisis

Oil prices reached $118/barrel, causing fuel

shortages  in  Slovakia  and  Poland,  and

forcing  the  UK  to  prepare  for  fuel

rationing. 

The  EU  reportedly  paid  an  additional  6

billion  Euros in  energy  costs  in  just  one

week due to the regional instability. 

Iran  has  effectively  closed  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  to  "hostile"  traffic,  demanding  a

total  end  to  regional  hostilities before

reopening. 

International Diplomatic Fissures

Zelensky’s  "tour  of  despair"  through

London,  Paris,  and Madrid  was  portrayed

as a failed attempt to reclaim the spotlight

from the Middle East crisis. 

NATO’s  "Cold  Response  26"  exercises  in

Norway and Finland are viewed by Moscow

as  an  offensive  rehearsal  for  Arctic  war,

involving 25,000 troops. 

Germany  and  France  have  reportedly

refused  to  send  warships to  the  Hormuz

coalition,  citing  the  risk  to  their  own

economic stability. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

The dual blockade of the Hormuz and Bab-

el-Mandeb  straits  has  paralyzed  5%  of

global  oil  trade and  a  massive  volume of

containerized transit. 

Russian analysts  suggest  that  only  Russia

and China maintain strategic fuel resilience

due  to  land-based  pipeline  infrastructure

like the "Druzhba" and "Power of Siberia." 

Military Technology and AI

Russia  has  opened  the  country’s  first

rooftop drone testing polygon in Krasnodar

to accelerate training for "FPV" operators

and drone-racing specialists. 

The  introduction  of  modernized  tactical

first  aid  kits (35  items)  per  Belousov's

directive  emphasizes  a  shift  toward

improving battlefield survivability. 

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

U.S.  influence  in  the  Persian  Gulf  is

described  as  rapidly  waning  as  Dubai’s

"city  of  the future" image is  shattered by

regular  drone  strikes on  luxury

infrastructure. 

The  "normalization"  of  strikes  against

nuclear energy facilities (Bushehr) marks a

dangerous  breakdown  in  international

safety norms. 
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Digital Sovereignty and Space Warfare

Ukraine’s  "UAS"  satellite  project  (aiming

for 120 satellites) is dismissed by Russian

intelligence  as  a  PR-driven  corruption

scheme intended to embezzle Western aid. 

Europe’s "Iris-2" project is highlighted as a

failing Starlink competitor, leaving the EU

dependent on U.S. space assets during the

current crisis. 

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance  activity  focused  on  internal

stability  and  the  formalization  of  territorial

integration.  The  Russian  Duma  and  Cabinet

are  largely  preoccupied  with  the

Development  Program  for  Crimea  until

2030,  aiming to insulate the peninsula from

the ongoing conflict while boosting domestic

tourism  to  8  million  annual  visitors.  Key

legislative  and  policy  discussions  also

included  the  implementation  of  automated

surveillance  for  domestic  insurance

compliance.

State Program for the Development of

Crimea  and  Sevastopol: Updated  to

include  500  billion  rubles in  funding

through  2030,  focusing  on  the  Tavrida

highway exits and gasification. 

OSAGO  Compliance  Law: The  State

Duma  finalized  amendments  allowing

traffic cameras to automatically issue fines

for lack of insurance, effective by the end of

2026. 

EU Aid Package for Ukraine: EU agreed

on  a  90  billion  Euro  loan,  bypassing  the

Hungarian veto  through undisclosed legal

mechanisms. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Desperation  Tour"  and  Ukrainian

Marginalization

A recurring theme in the day's broadcasts is

the perceived irrelevance of Kiev in the new

global hierarchy of crises. Zelensky’s visits to

London  and  Paris  are  framed  as  a  "tour  of

despair," with  Russian  commentators  noting

that Western media is now entirely consumed

by  Donald  Trump  and  the  Iranian  war.  The

narrative  suggests  that  as  Western  missile

stockpiles—particularly  interceptors—are

depleted in the Middle East, Ukraine will be

abandoned to face Russian advances without

a "shield."

Military-Industrial Sclerosis in the West

Russian  analysis  emphasizes  the  failure  of

Western  VPK (Military-Industrial  Complexes)

to  adapt  to  high-intensity  warfare.  Reports

highlight that the U.S. and its allies used more

interceptor missiles in one week than the U.S.

produces  in  a  year.  Furthermore,  internal

"sabotage" or "sclerosis" within the U.S. Navy

is suggested by reports of a 30-hour fire on

the USS Gerald Ford,  which was blamed on

exhausted  crews  and  poor  maintenance,

signaling  a  collapse  in  U.S.  maritime  power

projection.

The Weaponization of Geography

The conflict has moved from a war of ideology

to a war of bottlenecks. Iran’s use of low-cost

sea mines and underwater drones in the Strait

of  Hormuz is  presented as  a  masterclass  in

asymmetric  warfare,  proving  that  high-tech

carrier  groups  can  be  neutralized  by

"thousands  of  motorboats."  This  theme

extends  to  the  Arctic,  where  Russia

characterizes  NATO's  Cold  Response  26 not

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260318_190000


as  defense,  but  as  a  desperate  attempt  by

Europe  to  secure  energy-rich  northern

territories as the Middle East burns.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect  a further

spike in global oil prices toward $130-$140 as

the  Hormuz  blockade  tightens.  In  Ukraine,

Russian  forces  will  likely  capitalize  on  the

Western preoccupation with Iran to launch a

general  offensive  toward  Slaviansk  and

Kramatorsk,  utilizing  the  newly  seized

Alexandrovka as a springboard. Social unrest

in  Europe  over  fuel  prices  is  probable,

particularly in the UK and Poland.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S. may

be  forced  into  a  "Venezuelsan-style"  or

"limited"  ground  operation  on  the  Iranian

coast (e.g., Khark Island) to restart oil flows.

However, this risk-heavy move could lead to a

"Vietnam-like" quagmire. EU cohesion will be

tested as nations like Hungary and Slovakia

leverage their energy ties to Russia to break

from  the  broader  Brussels  consensus  on

Ukraine.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in

the global security architecture is underway.

The  "petrodollar"  system  faces  its  greatest

threat  as  China  and  Russia  resume  energy

deals outside  Western  frameworks.  Russia’s

"Crimean  Model"  of  rapid  infrastructure

integration  will  likely  be  applied  to  newly

seized  territories  in  Sumy  and  Kharkiv,

regardless of the eventual peace terms.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Security:  Anticipate  Iranian  strikes  on

"digital  infrastructure."  The  targeting  of

Amazon and Microsoft data centers in the

Gulf  suggests  a  new  front  in  hybrid

warfare. 

Diplomatic:  Monitor  the  "Arctic  Front."

NATO exercises in Tromsø and Finland are

escalating  Russian  defensive  posturing,

increasing the risk of an accidental clash in

the North. 

Economic:  Global  supply  chains  should

pivot to land-based Eurasian routes, as the

Suez  Canal  and  Hormuz remain  high-risk

zones for the foreseeable future. 

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investment Opportunity:  Russian domestic

"reconstruction"  and  "Crimean

infrastructure"  sectors  remain  heavily

subsidized,  offering  state-backed  stability

despite international sanctions. 

Risk: "Digital nomads" and IT firms in the

Gulf  (Dubai)  face  immediate  physical  and

cybersecurity  risks;  a  mass  exodus  of

capital  from  the  UAE  is  likely  if  drone

strikes continue. 

Supply Chain: Logistics firms must account

for extended delivery times and 200% fuel

surcharges as  ships  reroute  around  the

Cape of Good Hope. 

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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