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éLOBAL ENERGY ATTRITION: ;
! US-ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT SPIRALS '

SOUTH PARS (IRAN) RAS LAFFAN (QATAR)

Initial Exchange: Israel strikes Iran's South Pars; Iran retaliates against Qatar’s Ras Laffan.
Conflict shifts to SYSTEMIC INFRASTRUCTURE DESTRUCTION. Energy becomes the primary weapon.
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END OF NEUTRALITY:
Gulf Monarchies directly
targeted. Saudi warns of
military action; Qatar expels
Iranian diplomats.

US-ISRAEL RIFT: Public
Divergence on War Objectives.
US seeks degradation; Israel
pursues regime collapse.
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ASIAN PARTNERS RESIST:
Major allies hesitant to join US
naval operations in the Gulf.
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(Haifa/Ashdod):
Power Outages,
1 Cluster Munitions

(Samref/Mina al-Ahmadi):
Drone & Missile Strikes

STRAIT OF HORMUZ:
Effective Blockade,
Global Ransom

3-5 Year Repair,
17% LNG Export Drop

((STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & KEY IMPLICATIONS ) s o]

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):
» US Gas >$4/gal

» Humanitarian Crisis Worsens
* More Iranian Executions.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
. Clarif[y US Red Lines
« Multilateral Hormuz Task Force

* Reactivate Diplomatic Channels.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):
» US Midterm Election Impact
« Asian Sanctions Easing?
« Defense Industrial Base
Strain ($200B Request).

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):

« Permanent Euro Energy Shift
(CoaIIUS LNG?)

« "Greater Israel" Regional Change

+ New Hormuz Protocol

INVESTOR/SECTOR ACTION:
. Diversifz Ener'gy (Force Maieure :
« Supply Chain Resilience (Alt Materials)

« Geopolitical Hedge (Safe Havens).
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GLOBAL ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
TARGETED AS US-ISRAEL WAR
AGAINST IRAN SPIRALS INTO
ECONOMIC ATTRITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the US-Israeli coalition
and Iran has entered a critical phase of
economic warfare, marked by direct strikes on
the world’s most vital energy infrastructure.
Following an Israeli strike on Iran’s South
Pars gas field, Tehran retaliated with a multi-
pronged assault on Gulf energy hubs, most
notably causing colossal damage to Qatar’s
Ras Laffan industrial complex. This escalation
has moved the conflict beyond military
decapitation toward a systemic attempt to
paralyze global energy markets.
Consequently, Brent crude has surged to
nearly $120 a barrel, and European gas
futures have spiked by 35%, triggering
emergency fiscal measures across Asia and
Europe.

P>Internal friction within the US-

Israeli alliance surfaced publicly today
as President Donald Trump disavowed

knowledge of the Israeli strike on

Iranian gas facilities, while Israeli
officials initially claimed coordination.
This "public divergence" suggests a
growing rift over war objectives: the
US remains focused on degrading
specific military capabilities (ballistic
missiles and the navy), whereas Israel
appears to be pursuing a broader
regional restructuring and the total
collapse of the Iranian state. This
misalignment is further complicated
by the US intelligence community’s
assessment that the Iranian regime
remains  intact despite the
assassination of its supreme leader
and several top security officials.

Regionally, the "Strait of Hormuz" blockade
remains the most potent Iranian lever,
effectively holding the world economy to
ransom. The GCC states, previously
maintaining a defensive posture, are shifting
toward a more aggressive diplomatic and
potentially military stance. Saudi Arabia has
warned of military action if attacks continue,
and Qatar has taken the rare step of expelling
Iranian diplom
shortages, soaring inflation, and the lack of a
clear exit strategy is testing the resilience of
global alliances, with major partners like

Japan and South Korea resisting US pressure

to join active naval operations in the Gulf.

. The convergence of energy
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Systemic Strikes on Energy

Infrastructure: The war has transitioned

into an "energy phase" with catastrophic

implications for global supply.

o Qatar’s Ras Laffan facility suffered
damage that will take three to five years
to repair, resulting in a 17% drop in
export capacity and an estimated $20

illion annual revenue 1

o Iran targeted Israeli refineries in Haifa
and Ashdod using cluster munitions,
causing localized power outages and
infrastructure damage.

o Drones and missiles targeted refineries
in Saudi Arabia (Samref) and Kuwait
(Mina al-Ahmadi), proving Iran’s ability
to strike Red Sea and Gulf ports
simultaneously.

* Fragmentation of US-Israel Strategic
Alignment: Conflicting

regarding the South Pars attack reveal a

lack of operational unity.

o President Trump threatened to
completely obliterate Iranian gas fields if
Qatar is struck again, while
simultaneously  claiming he  "told
Netanyahu not to" attack the Iranian
fields.

narratives

]

Director of National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard testified that US and Israeli war
goals are not aligned, with Israel focused
on leadership decapitation and the US
on capability degradation.

o Prime Minister Netanyahu contradicted

Trump’s "no knowledge" claim,
eventually stating Israel acted alone to

de-conflict the political narrative.

e GCC Shift Toward Active Deterrence:

Neutrality is becoming untenable for Gulf
monarchies as they find themselves in the
direct line of fire.

o Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister warned
that the region's patience is not
unlimited and military options are now
on the table.

o Qatar declared the Iranian military and
security attaches persona non grata,
giving them 24 hours to leave the
country.

°c Oman’s Foreign Minister called for a
suggesting that US-led strategy has lost
control to Israeli interests.

* Global Economic Fallout and Supply

Chain Contagion:

o South Korea is considering restarting
Russian oil imports to safeguard its
energy grid, potentially breaking post-
Ukraine invasion sanctions regimes.

o Global tea trades in Kenya are in limbo
as ships cannot transit the Strait of
Hormuz or the Red Sea safely.

o The US Federal Reserve held interest
rates steady, citing high uncertainty

regarding the war's impact on domestic
inflation.
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» Military Escalation and Tactical Shifts:
o Israel launched strikes in northern Iran
(Bandar Anzali) for the first time,
expanding the theatre to the Caspian
Sea.

o The TRGC claimed to have hit a US F-35
jet using a new air defense system,
suggesting their defensive capabilities
may be adapting to the air campaign.

o The Pentagon requested a $200 billion
war  supplemental, indicating that
"Operation Epic Fury" is not as close to
its conclusion as the administration
claims.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Energy Security: The targeting of Ras
Laffan, which provides 20% of global I.NG,
has turned energy into a primary weapon.
Nations are now implementing rationing
and price caps (South Korea, Taiwan,
Germany) to prevent total economic
collapse.

* Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The US is
struggling to maintain its "Strait of
Hormuz" coalition. Japan’s PM Takaichi
refused to pledge warships despite intense
pressure from Trump, highlighting the
limits of US influence over allies fearing
regional entanglement.

* Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics:
The decapitation strategy against Iran
continues with the assassination of the
Intelligence Minister and top security
officials. However, experts argue this has
failed to kill the ideology, instead
normalizing state-sponsored assassination
as a standard tool of war.

* Economic Security: The US national debt
has topped $39 trillion, and the $200B war
request is drawing heavy criticism from
both Democrats and "America First"
Republicans who view the conflict as
serving Israel first.

* Information Warfare: The use of AI-
generated deepfakes has surged, with
fabricated images of the USS Abraham
Lincoln on fire and false satellite imagery
being used by both state and non-state
actors to manipulate public perception and
market behavior.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Pentagon has formally requested a $200
billion war supplemental from Congress to
replenish munitions and fund ongoing
operations in Iran, a figure that rivals the cost
of the entire Iraq war over 13 years when
adjusted for inflation. Domestically, the
administration issued a 60-day waiver on
the Jones Act to allow foreign ships to
transport oil between US ports, an attempt to
lower domestic gasoline prices.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Iran War Supplemental ($200B):
Proposed funding for
replenishment and defense industrial
base expansion. Faces bipartisan
skepticism over the war's duration and
lack of clear endgame.

munition

o Jones Act Waiver: A temporary 60-day
suspension to allow foreign vessels to
move US fuel, intended to mitigate the
"Hormuz shock."
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Senate Intelligence Committee
Hearing: DNI Tulsi Gabbard and other
officials were questioned on war
preparations and the failure to prevent
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

o Pentagon Press Briefing: Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth and General Dan
Keane claimed the US is winning
decisively but admitted Iran retains
significant "spoiler" capabilities in the
Gulf.

o EU Summit in Brussels: Leaders
discussed reducing carbon taxes to offset
surging energy bills, while Hungary’s
Victor Orban blocked a $100B loan to
Ukraine, citing the need for Russian oil
flow stability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Failure of Decapitation as a Strategic
End-State

The Israeli-led strategy of "decapitation"
(killing the Supreme Leader, Larijani, and
Khatib) was predicated on the belief that the
Iranian system would shatter or face a
popular revolution. Transcripts show that the
opposite may be occurring: the war has
provided a 'kiss of life" to the system,
allowing a younger, more radical IRGC-led
leadership to consolidate power around a
"flag-rallying" effect. The Iranian
bureaucracy’s multilayered structure has
absorbed these losses, maintaining
operational control over missile batteries and
the Hormuz blockade.

Economic Attrition as Iran’s "Nuclear
Option"

Iran’s inability to fight a symmetric war has
led them to deploy their true "nuclear option":

the strangulation of th l ener

By striking Ras Laffan and refineries in
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, Tehran is targeting
the financial foundations of its neighbors and
the political stability of the Trump
administration. The goal is to make the war
too expensive for the US public to bear,
banking on the fact that the US "America
First" agenda cannot survive $120 oil and a

potential recession during a midterm election

year.

The End of Regional Neutrality

For decades, the GCC states attempted to
balance relations with Washington and
Tehran. This war has shattered that balance.
Iran's "lumping" of the Gulf states with the US
and Israel lum hem all her as
legitimate targets has forced a realignment.
The region is moving toward a "hard power"
paradigm where the GCC may have to
unilaterally defend its sovereignty or take
offensive action, even as they harbor deep
resentment toward Washington for "losing
control" of the conflict's escalation ladder.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Gasoline prices in the US are likely to

breach $4.00 per gallon, increasing
political  pressure on the  Trump
administration.

e Expect further executions in Iran as the
regime cracks down on domestic dissent to
prevent any "revolution from the ground"
hinted at by Netanyahu.

e The humanitarian crisis in Lebanon and

Iran will worsen, with millions more
displaced as Israel expands its "ground
component" into southern Lebanon and
potentially Iranian islands like Kish or
Kharg.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months): RECOMMENDATIONS &

) ] ) IMPLICATIONS
e The US midterm elections will be

dominated by the "Israel First vs. America
First" debate, potentially resulting in major
Republican losses in the House if energy
prices do not stabilize.

* For International Policy:

o The US must clarify its red lines with
Israel regarding energy infrastructure to
prevent further "uncoordinated" strikes

* Asian economies (South Korea, Japan) may that draw the US deeper into an
officially ease sanctions on Russia or Iran to economic quagmire.

secure "safe passage" for tankers, creating

. . e . ) o A multilateral task force for the Strait of
a major diplomatic rift with Washington.

Hormuz is required that includes Asian

e The $200B war Supplementa] will lead to a and European naval assets, as the US
re-evaluation of th fense in rial Navy is currently stretched too thin
base, as the rate of munition consumption across multiple theatres.

drains stocks f: han th ilt.
rain aster than they can be built o Diplomatic channels through Turkey or

Long Term (1-5 Years): Oman must be reactivated immediately

to establish "guard rails" before the war

e Qatar’s 1 f 17% of L xports will expands to the Red Sea or
force a massive shift in European energy Mediterranean.

sourcing, potentially leading to a long-term
return to coal or a reliance on more
expensive US/Canadian LNG.

* The "Greater Israel" project regional
domination strategy may lead to a
permanent occupation of southern Lebanon
and parts of Syria, fundamentally altering
the Middle East security architecture.

* For Private Sector/Investors:

o Energy Diversification: Companies
reliant on LNG should move to force
majeure contingencies, as Qatar’s supply
remains compromised for up to five
years.

o Supply Chain Resilience:
Manufacturing sectors (electronics,
plastics) must find alternatives to Helium
and Naptha sourced from the Gulf, as
these "seed" products are currently in
severe shortage.

e A permanent protocol for the Strait of
Hormuz will likely be negotiated,
potentially excluding the US and favoring
regional/Asian oversight.

o Geopolitical Risk Hedging: Investors
should brace for stagflation in the
Eurozone and US, moving assets toward
"safe haven" energy producers outside
the Middle East (Canada, Norway,
Nigeria).
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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