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THE US-ISRAELI CONFLICT WITH
IRAN ENTERS A VOLATILE PHASE
OF ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
WARFARE, THREATENING GLOBAL
SUPPLY CHAINS AND FRACTURING
TRADITIONAL WESTERN
ALLIANCES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 19, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the 20-day-old war between the US-
Israeli coalition and Iran. The conflict has
transitioned from targeted military strikes to
a systemic assault on global energy
infrastructure. Following an Israeli strike on
Iran’s South Pars gas field, Iran retaliated by
striking the Ras Laffan hub in Qatar,
significantly damaging global I.NG capacity.
This expansion of the "target list" to include
civilian energy hubs has sent Brent crude
toward $118 per barrel and forced a
realignment of regional diplomacy, evidenced
by Qatar's decision to expel Iranian military
attaches after previously serving as a
mediator. The war is now a multilateral crisis
involving more than a dozen countries, with
the US and Israel appearing to pursue

different end-states despite their tactical
partnership.

The internal cohesion of the US
administration and its alliances is under
severe stress. The resignation of National
Counter Terrorism Center director Joe Kent,
who claimed the war was initiated under
Israeli pressure, highlights deep fissures
within the US intelligence community.
Simultaneously, President Trump is engaging
in a high-stakes "test" of NATO and Asian
allies, demanding naval escorts for the Strait
of Hormuz—a request met with stark
hesitation from FEurope. European leaders,
meeting in Brussels, have prioritized
mitigating domestic energy prices over
military involvement, while Japan’s Prime
Minister Takaichi navigates a narrow path
between constitutional constraints and US
pressure for "reciprocity."

Beyond the Persian Gulf, the geopolitical
landscape is darkening. Russia is emerging as
a primary beneficiary, leveraging surging oil
prices to fund its offensive in Ukraine, while
simultaneously exploiting the distraction of
Western powers. In Central Asia, a separate
but devastating escalation occurred as a
Pakistani air strike in Kabul reportedly killed
400 people at a drug treatment facility,
signaling a worsening regional spillover.
Across the globe, from the risk of ocean
current collapse to the industrialized "pig
butchering" scam centers in Southeast Asia,
the international system is grappling with a
convergence of Kkinetic warfare, economic
instability, and environmental anxiety.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS Fragmentation of the Western Alliance
(EU and NATO)

Energy Infrastructure Warfare and Global

Markets * European leaders in Brussels have refused

to join the US-led war effort, characterizing

* The war has entered a "tit-for-tat" phase it as not their war and focusing instead on
targeting the world's most critical energy domestic price caps and state aid.

facilities. Iran's strike on Qatar's Ras Laffan
hub knocked out two [ING trains,
potentially removing 12.8 million tons of
capacity for up to five years.

* Hungary’s Victor Orban continues to veto a
90 billion euro loan for Ukraine, citing
Ukraine's failure to repair the Druzhba oil
pipeline, which Russia damaged in January.

Israel's strike on the South Pars gas field,
which Iran shares with Qatar, was initially

* NATO remains sidelined as an organization,
with the US appealing directly to individual

disavowed by the US Fo shield President European nations for minesw r nd
Trump from domestic forever war 1 ts, a request they are currently

criticism, though analysts remain skeptical
of the lack of coordination.

"dragging their feet" on.

« Oil markets are bracing for a prolonged Regional Conflict Expansion: Lebanon and

disruption, with Brent crude reaching $118 Afghanistan
per barrel and refiners in Asia beginning to

ration fuel due to shortages of distillates » Israeli air strikes have expanded to the

heart of central Beirut, moving beyond

and naphtha. . . .
Hezbollah strongholds to hit residential
US Intelligence and Administrative neighborhoods and state infrastructure.
Fissures * Pakistan launched a massive air strike in

. . ' Kabul, claiming to target ‘"terrorist
* NCTC Director Joe Kent resigned, stating infrastructure," while Taliban officials

Iran posed no imminent threat and reported hundreds of civilian lties at a
accusing the administration of caving to the

"Israeli lobby."

drug rehabilitation center.

e The humanitarian crisis in Lebanon has

*In a heated Congressional hearing, DNI Jispl 1\ over 1 _million le  with
Tulsi Gabbard refused to confirm if the medical professionals warning of a civilian
intelligence ~ community — assessed an toll approaching the scale of the 2023-2024
imminent nuclear threat, deferring solely to

the President's determination.

Gaza conflict.

* US Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth lashed
out at the press and "ungrateful" European

allies, promising the largest strike package

yet to force Iranian submission.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

* The weaponization of the Persian Gulf's
energy output has fundamentally altered
the global risk profile. The apex of energy
security threats is now manifest, with both
sides hitting infrastructure that will take
years to rebuild.

Iran's asymmetric strategy—using drones
and missiles to paralyze hubs like Ras
Laffan—is proving effective at inflicting
maximum economic pain on the West and
Asia without requiring a matching kinetic
force.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

* The Gulf nations (GCC) are caught between
a historical reliance on US security and the
immediate threat of Iranian retaliation.
Iran’s strategy of "victory through fear"
aims to force these states to choose
between total alignment with Tehran or
total destruction of their "safe haven"
economic models.

Russia is using the crisis to re-enter the
energy market, as the US has reportedly
lifted some sanctions on Russian oil to ease
global price spikes, inadvertently financing
Moscow's war effort in Ukraine.

National Security and Media Warfare

e The Trump administration's aggressive
posture toward traditional media has
reached a point where reporting on war

setbacks is equated with acts of treason by
the President.

* A federal judge blocked the shutdown of
Voice of America (VOA), ordering the
administration to restore operations,
highlighting a rare judicial check on the
executive branch's attempt to dismantle
soft-power institutions.

Cybersecurity and Digital Crime

* Industrialized fraud networks in Southeast
Asia, particularly Myanmar, are generating
billions of dollars through "pig butchering"
scams, utilizing human trafficking and
forced labor under the protection of local
triads and warlords.

* Researchers are deploying artificial
intelligence "victims" to automate the
tracking of financial flows to these scam
centers, attempting to block PayPal and
crypto accounts in real-time.

Environmental Governance

* New climate models suggest the Atlantic
Meridional verturnin irculation
(AMOC) is weakening faster than
anticipated, which could drop European
temperatures by 10-20 degrees despite
global warming.

* Legal battles in South America are testing
the "Rights of Nature," with a court in

Quito granting legal personhood to the
polluted Machangara River, forcing the city

to allocate cleanup funds.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current legislative and judicial activity is
focused on executive overreach regarding
international media and the management of
domestic price surges during wartime. In
Europe, the focus is on regulatory flexibility to
prevent an economic collapse driven by
energy costs.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* EU Emission Trading System (ETS)
Exemptions: Czech and other Central

European leaders are proposing a
mpor nsion or exemption from

carbon payment requirements to lower
immediate electricity costs for citizens.

* State Aid Rule Relaxations: The
European Commission is considering lifting
restrictions on national subsidies to help
energy-intensive industries survive the
current price spike.

* Furo 7
regulations will for the first time limit
microplastic pollution from tires, a move
currently contested by carmakers who
demand a
method.

Standard: Upcoming EU

standardized measurement

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

 Worldwide Threats Hearing (US
Senate): A contentious session where DNI
Gabbard faced questions on the legality
and intelligence basis for the Iran war.

* Pentagon Press Briefing: Defense
Secretary Hegseth and Chairman Dan Kane
defended "Epic Fury" (the war operation),
claiming decisive military gains while
ignoring the strategic stalemate in the
Strait of Hormuz.

* EU Spring Summit: A gathering of 27
leaders in Brussels primarily focused on
competitiveness and energy mitigation
while maintaining a unified distance from
US kinetic actions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of the "Safe Haven" Model for
the Gulf

For decades, the GCC states (UAE, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia) operated on a model of
providing a stable, luxury environment for
global trade, predicated on US protection and
a "gentleman's agreement" with Iran to avoid
direct infrastructure attacks. That era has
ended. Iran's decision to strike Qatar—its
primary gas field partner—signals that Tehran
no longer sees diplomatic utility in these
neutral spaces. The systemic anxiety now felt
in Abu Dhabi and Riyadh suggests these
states must either develop independent
deterrents or accelerate their tilt toward
China as a more reliable mediator.

The Fragmentation of Objective Truth

A disturbing trend is the divergence between
tactical reality and political narrative. While
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu claims
Iran's enrichment is  "no more,” US

intelligence and external analysts find no
evidence to support this. Simultaneously, the
US administration's attempt to label
investigative journalism as criminal and fake
news during wartime indicates a move toward
an information environment where the state
claims a monopoly on "exquisite intelligence."
This complicates global risk assessments, as
the baseline for "facts" on the ground—such
as whether the US coordinated the South Pars

strike—is deliberately obscured by all parties.

The "Heavy Vehicle"
Paradox

Environmental

As the world pivots toward Electric Vehicles
(EVs) to mitigate climate change, a new
environmental crisis is emerging from "non-
exhaust emissions." The extreme weight of
EVs (typically 300 to 500 kilograms heavier
than internal combustion cars) leads to
significantly higher tire abrasion. This is a

primary source of microplastics in the water
cycle. Regulation is failing to keep pace, as
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current standards (like Euro 7) focus on
tailpipe emissions while ignoring the 90% of
particulate matter now coming from tires and
brakes on heavy vehicles.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Global oil prices will likely remain above
$115/barrel as shipping insurance for the
Persian Gulf becomes untenable for
western tankers.

The US may announce a major troop
deployment (thousands of Marines) to
secure Kark Island or the Strait, potentially
triggering a transition from an aerial war to
a ground conflict.

In Lebanon, the death toll will spike as
Israel targets central Beirut hubs,
increasing the risk of a full-scale regional
refugee crisis flowing toward Europe.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The EU will likely implement radical tax
cuts on fuel and energy subsidies to
prevent civil unrest, further straining
already tight national budgets.

A significant rift may emerge in NATO if
the US retaliates against European allies by
reducing support for Ukraine in response
to their refusal to provide naval escorts in
the Gulf.

Russia will likely regain significant territory
in Ukraine, fueled by the windfall of high

oil prices and the diversion of Western
military focus and air defense munitions.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The global LNG market will be structurally
undersupplied until Qatar's Ras ILaffan
trains are rebuilt, forcing a permanent shift
back toward coal or accelerated
renewables in energy-dependent nations.

The US-Israel alliance may be re-evaluated
as a !strategic liability" by future US
administrations, particularly if the current
war fails to achieve regime change and
leaves a "wounded" but still capable Iran.

The collapse of the AMOC post-2100
remains a "low probability, high impact"
event that will begin to drive migration and
infrastructure policy in Northern Europe as
"exceptional" winters become frequent.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

Establish a Neutral Energy Escort Force:
Since US-led escorts
escalatory by Iran, a coalition of Asian

are viewed as

buyers (China, India, Japan) may be
required to negotiate safe passage based

on their own diplomatic ties with Tehran.

Address the Refugee "Band-Aid" in
South Africa: The deployment of the
military to fight gang crime is a temporary
measure; policy must shift toward socio-
economic integration to prevent these
areas from becoming recruitment grounds
for larger organized crime networks.

Formalize Rights of Nature Frameworks:

As seen in Quito, the legal recognition of

rivers is moving from theory to
enforcement; states should prepare for

litigation regarding historical pollution of
critical water sources.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: The
success of "Tonies" in moving production
from China to Vietnam in under r
serves as a blueprint for avoiding US tariffs
and geopolitical volatility.

* Investment in Refurbished Tech: The
refurbished hardware sector is seeing
double-digit growth as companies seek to
lower footprints and costs; this presents a
significant opportunity for sustainable IT
services.

* Tire Innovation Opportunity: With Euro

7 standards limiting tire wear, there is a
high-demand market for lighter, high-

durability tires specifically designed for the
torque and weight requirements of EVs.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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