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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS
DESTABILIZE FOLLOWING US-
ISRAELI STRIKES ON IRANIAN GAS
INFRASTRUCTURE AND A
SIGNIFICANT RESHUFFLE OF THE
VENEZUELAN SECURITY
APPARATUS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The international security landscape has
shifted toward a state of global energy
warfare following coordinated US and Israeli
strikes on Iran’s South Pars gas field, the
world’s largest. This escalation, which
reportedly resulted in the martyrdom of Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei, has
triggered immediate retaliatory strikes by the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)
against critical energy hubs in Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, and the UAE. Consequently, global oil
prices have surged past $120 per barrel, and
European gas futures have spiked by over
23%, threatening to paralyze Western
economies already grappling with high
inflation. The conflict has rendered the Strait
of Hormuz effectively impassable for Western-
aligned vessels, forcing a
reorientation of global supply chains and

massive

causing a surge in demand for electric
vehicles and non-fossil alternatives.

Simultaneously, Venezuela is navigating a
major under Acting
President Delcy Rodriguez, who has overseen
a sweeping purge of the military and
executive cabinet. The replacement of long-
time Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lépez
with General Gustavo Gonzilez Lodpez
indicates a consolidation of power during the
absence of President Nicolds Maduro, whose
return is being publicly anticipated by the
citizenry. Regionally, the "Nuestra América"
humanitarian convoy has arrived in Cuba,
signaling a hardening of the bloc consisting of
Mexico, Brazil, and various European social
organizations against the US blockade.
Tensions in the Andean region have also
spiked following a lethal explosion in
Colombia involving Ecuadorian-origin
munitions, further complicating the
precarious security architecture of South
America.

internal transition

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Outbreak of Total Energy War in
Asia

e Israel and the US conducted a joint
offensive targeting over 500 Iranian

objectives, including the South Pars gas
field, resulting in the reported death of the

Supreme Leader. Ayatollah Khamenei.

e Iran launched its "True Promise 4"
operation, targeting the Ras Laffan refinery
in Qatar and facilities in Haifa and Ashdod
in Israel.

e The IRGC’s 63rd wave of attacks hit the

Jubail petrochemical complex in Saudi
Arabia and facilities in the UAE and

Bahrain.
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* Global oil prices reached $120 per barrel Global Institutional and Economic
while gas prices in Europe repounded by

9.3% in a single day.

Strain

e UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres

Venezuelan Security Apparatus warned of a liquidity crisis by July due to
Overhaul unpaid contributions from the US.

* US national debt has surpassed 39 trillion

. . ! dollars, with the Iran conflict costing up to
appointed General Gustave Gonzalez Lopez 200 million dollars daily
as the new Minister of Defense, replacing mition dotiars dal

Vladimir Padrino Lépez. * The capture of a programmer in Argentina
revealed a massive fraud case involving
Aerolineas Argentinas miles worth half a
million dollars.

* Acting President Delcy Rodriguez

* Seven new ministers were named to
strategic portfolios including Housing,
Energy, and Transport.

e Tarek William Saab was appointed to lead
the Gran Mision Viva Venezuela, indicating
a merger of judicial and social development

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Global Markets

leadership.

* The country celebrated winning the 2026 * The destruction of gas infrastructure in
World Baseball Classic against the United Iran and retaliatory strikes on Qatar
States, which the government is framing as Energy assets have disrupted liquefied
a victory of "dignity and resistance." natural gas (LNG) transit to Europe and

Asia.
Regional Conflict and

e Insurance companies have cancelled war
Humanitarian Crises risk coverage, leaving 150 vessels stranded

in the Persian Gulf.
* The "Nuestra América" convoy, carrying 30

tons of aid including 1 1 ] * Venezuela is attempting to capitalize on the
medicine, arrived in Havana from Mexico. crisis by exporting Li fled Petroleum
. o (LPG) to diversify its sanctioned oil
* A 250kg bomb of Ecuadorian origin economy.
exploded in Narifio, Colombia, killing 27
civilians and sparking a diplomatic crisis National Security & Succession Politics

between Petro and Noboa.

« The capture of "Lobo Menor," the alleged e The sudden removal of Padrino Lodpez

mastermind behind the assassination of suggests a deep realignment of Ehe
Fernando Villavicencio, was confirmed in under Delcy

Mexico through a trilateral intelligence Rodriguez's acting presidency.

operation. e Israel’s "Samson Option," its doctrine of
last-resort nuclear strike, has re-entered
public discourse amid threats to its
survival.
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e I[ran has announced it will employ more

modern weaponry in the coming days,
suggesting its current missile strikes have
not yet utilized its full strategic arsenal.

Technology & Digital Sovereignty

* Venezuela is pushing a scientific seedbed
rogram to foster
technological development and
"decolonize" its dependence on foreign
software and hardware.

autonomous

* Iranian intelligence reported the seizure of
Starlink terminals used by alleged US/
Israeli-backed spy networks to coordinate
internal unrest.

* Global interest in electric vehicles (EVs)
rose by 20% in one week as gasoline costs
became increasingly unpredictable.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity today focused on
emergency trade protectionism and the
formalization of new security leadership in
various states. In the Andean region,
lawmakers are debating the impact of punitive
tariffs, while in Venezuela, the executive has
bypassed traditional legislative debate to
install a new cabinet via direct decree.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ecuadorian-Colombian Tariff Policy:
Legislators from both nations are analyzing
50% tariffs imposed by the Noboa
administration on Colombian imports,
which have caused massive losses in the
plantain and pharmaceutical sectors.

* Venezuelan Amnesty Law: The Special
Commission for the Amnesty Law met with
the US Senate Foreign Relations
Committee to discuss the drafting and
application of legal frameworks for political
reconciliation.

* Argentine War Economy Decree: The
Milei administration has signaled a move
toward a war economy phase, prioritizing
military alignment with the US/Israel over
social spending.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* US Intelligence Senate Hearing:
Director of National Intelligence Tulsi
Gabbard and CIA Director John Ratcliffe

faced questioning over contradictory
reports regarding Iran's nuclear

capabilities prior to the US strike.

* UNESCO & Cultural Heritage Appeal:
Iran has filed eight official communications
with UNESCO demanding protection for
over 50 historical sites damaged by US-
Israeli bombings.

Claudia Sheinbaum Presser: The
Mexican President reiterated her
government's sovereign right to sell oil and
provide humanitarian aid to Cuba despite
US pressure.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

The Weaponization of Attrition
* Expect severe energy rationing in Europe

as gas prices continue to rise following the
halt of Qatari production. Iran's promised

* A clear trend is emerging where "cheap"
technology is being used to bankrupt

advanced military powers. Analysts point
out that Iran's use of inexpensive drones
($2,000/unit) is forcing the US to expend
12-million-dollar interceptors. This financial

asymmetry is a core component of Iran's

"modern weaponry" will likely target US
aircraft carriers, specifically the USS
Gerald Ford, which has reportedly faced
undisclosed technical issues in the Gulf. In
Venezuela, the first signs of civil-military

friction may appear following the sudden
exit of Padrino Lépez.

"wear and tear" strategy against the US
military budget, which is already burdened
by a 23-billion-dollar price tag for the first

six days of this conflict. Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* A significant shift in global transport is
likely as the high cost of fuel accelerates
the transition to EVs in non-Western
markets. The US will face an internal
political crisis as the costs of the Iran war
(potentially reaching 250 billion dollars)
begin to drain funding from healthcare and
education, likely impacting the mid-term
elections.

The "Deep Fake" Information War

* The conflict is being fought as much on
screens as on the ground. Donald Trump
has dismissed images of Iranian civilian
resilience as artificial intelligence, while
Iranian sources claim that Western media is
systematically invisibilizing the asymmetry
of casualties. The use of "fake news" as a
"substitute truth" has become a primary
tool for maintaining domestic support for
the war in the US.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The total failure of traditional diplomacy in
the Middle East could lead to a post-
Western regional order led by Iran, China,
and Russia. Venezuela's current cabinet
reshuffle may be the groundwork for a
generational  succession within  the
Chavismo movement, moving toward a
more technocratic and security-focused
administration under Delcy Rodriguez.

Counter-Hegemonic Regionalism

e The arrival of the "Nuestra América"
convoy in Cuba, supported by Mexico,
Brazil, and  Europe, represents a
formalizing "Third Way" that rejects US
sanctions. This bloc is increasingly using
humanitarianism as a vehicle for political
alignment, challenging the neocolonial
vision of Washington in the Caribbean.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomats should prepare for a defunct UN
system and the rise of "asymmetric
lawfare" through citizens' courts targeting
Western leaders for war crimes.

* The security architecture of the Middle
East must be reassessed; traditional air
defense systems are proving economically
unsustainable against swarm-drone tactics.

e The "Nuestra América" aid model could
become a template for breaking US

sanctions elsewhere, potentially
undermining the llar's hegemony in
trade.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Avoid maritime transit
through the Strait of Hormuz and the Strait
of Bab el-Mandeb; look to trans-Eurasian
rail or land routes to avoid the total
collapse of maritime insurance coverage.

* Investment Opportunity: Accelerate
investments in renewable energy and EV
infrastructure in Latin America and
Southeast Asia as oil becomes a "war-only"
commodity.

* Cybersecurity: Heighten protocols for
internal reservation systems and digital
assets following the half-million-dollar
fraud at Aerolineas Argentinas, which
highlights wvulnerabilities in state-owned
enterprise tech stacks.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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