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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL ENERGY SECURITY & WESTERN ALLIANCES STRAINED:
US-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN INFLECTION POINT

IRANIAN RETALIATION:
Ballistic missiles at Israel, systematic
targeting of GCC energy.

Pars Gas Field -> Iran strikes Qatar's
Ras Laffan LNG (17% capacity offiine,
5-yr repairs).

GCC ENERGY :.}S POLIICY _REVERtSAL:tTreasgry
ECONOMIC WARFARE INFRASTRUCTURE o diad otk
~ " THRESHOLD

DECAPITATION vs. RESILIENCE & INFRASTRUCTURE US ISOLATION & ALLIANCE FRACTURES

V

US/ISRAEL CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE GCC “SECURITY
DECAPITATION STRATEGY TARGETED US LAMBASTS ALLIES: UMBRELLA” SCRUTINY
Assassinations of top officials. Mina al-Ahmadi refinery hit. “Cowards,” “Paper Tigers.” GCC states exposed to missiles,

Yet, system decentralizes, Qatar's Ras Laffan damage: $20B/yr NATO withdraws from Iraq.  hosting US assets without offensive say.
new leadership emerges.  lost revenue, global gas market altered. “America First” rhetoric backfires.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

THE EVOLUTION OF ASYMMETRIC | THE COLLAPSE OF THE “SECURITY DECAPITATION vs.
ECONOMIC WARFARE UMBRELLA” NARRATIVE THE “HYDRA” EFFECT

S/0s

Iran pivots to “horizontal escalation,” Trust shattered.

targeting GCC energy "beating heart.” Qatar/Kuwait targeted for hosting US bases Killing the “head” rejuvenates system

Forces global cost externalization, US without notification. with younger, more radical leaders.
unsanctions oil, proving attrition strategy. | "Strategic Diversification” towards China/Europe. | Eliminates pragmatic off-ramps for diplomacy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
FORESIGHT
SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): LONG TERM (1-5 Years):

« Energy market restructuring towards

« Brent Crude > $150 « US political instability. ¢
- UAE escalation probable P . Lehanese quagmire with »  Russia/Norway/Canada
« Permanent NATO downgrading

- Food insecuri rotracted insurgency.
ty i gERnSY - “Coalition of the Willing”

LEGISLATIVE

US Supplemental Defense ($200B) UK War Powers Bill Spanish Energy Relief Iranian Strait Levy Law
US energy geneators winn.inniiily GCC aeneratiies Spanish energy relief when Iranian Strait Levy are prewiinl,
oneriest cut hefenitorifits, leaders, supplemental ksseeseement crans in on nay worfnmadation. at the demmunity onaists harden
zequiretments, for hier security, for ation enentoses and Hardemglc diversificatons and digital/physical infrastructure;
antiapoais protocol. nemile of rescirity. commiicate against drone strikes. coalition of the willing.s.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS (INTERNATIONAL & PRIVATE SECTOR)
INTERNATIONAL POLICY PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

Create GCC re ional security framework Diversify petrochemical/helium supply.
@ (direct de-con 'Ct'°" e @ Brace for persistent stagflation (inflation hedging).
Immediately fund Lebanese/Iranian relief. Harden digital/physical infrastructure against

Draft new Strait of Hormuz maritime protocol. drone strikes.
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GLOBAL ENERGY SECURITY AND
WESTERN ALLIANCES STRAINED AS
US-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN HITS
ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
INFLECTION POINT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,
and Iran entered its fourth week on March 20,
2026, marked by a decisive shift toward
economic warfare and a widening rift within
Western security architectures. While U.S.
President Donald Trump has declared military
victory, asserting that Iran’s air force, navy,
and nuclear enrichment capabilities have
been "knocked out," the reality on the ground
contradicts this assessment. Iran continues to
demonstrate significant retaliatory capacity,
launching multiple waves of ballistic missiles
into Israel and systematically targeting

energy infrastructure across the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) to exert maximum
pressure on global markets.

The economic consequences of the war
reached a critical threshold following an
Israeli strike on Iran’s South Pars gas field,
which triggered an Iranian retaliatory strike

on Qatar’s Ras Laffan I.NG complex. Officials

estimate that 17% of Qatar's LNG export
capacity has been rendered offline, with
repairs expected to take up to five years. This
has forced the Trump administration into an
extraordinary policy reversal: the U.S.
Treasury has issued a general license
authorizing the sale of Iranian crude oil
already at sea in a desperate bid to curb
surging fuel prices that threaten the
Republican party’s prospects in the upcoming
U.S. midterm elections.

Diplomatically, the U.S. is increasingly
isolated. President Trump has lambasted
NATO allies as "cowards" and "paper tigers"
for refusing to join a naval coalition to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz. Conversely, European
and Asian allies are prioritizing diplomatic off-
ramps to avoid a global recession. Within the
region, the "security umbrella" provided by
the U.S. is under intense scrutiny as GCC
states find themselves dangerously exposed to
Iranian missiles while hosting U.S. assets that
they were not consulted on using for offensive
operations.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Decapitation Strategy vs. Institutional
Resilience: Israel and the U.S. confirmed
the assassinations of several top Iranian
officials, including IRGC spokesman Ali
Muhammad Naini and Basij intelligence
chief Ismail Ahmadi. Despite these losses,
analysts suggest the Iranian system has
decentralized decision-making and is
actually seeing a '"rally around the flag"
effect, with the regime forging a new
leadership under Supreme
Leader Mujtaba Khamenei.
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* Critical Infrastructure Targeted:
Following the strike on Iran's South Pars
field, Iranian drones hit Kuwait’'s Mina al-
Ahmadi refinery for a second consecutive

e The IEA has recommended a 10-point

program to cut energy demand, including
remote working, car-sharing, and reducing
air travel.

day. Damage to Qatar's Ras Laffan facility
is projected to cost the industry $20 billion
per year in lost revenue, fundamentally
altering the global gas market outlook for
the next half-decade.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

* Bahrain became the first GCC country to
publicly join international efforts to secure
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, marking

* U.S. Policy Reversals: Amid a 31% spike a potential shift in regional military

in domestic gas prices, the White House alignment.
has moved to lift sanctions on Iranian oil ) o o )
. . * Japan’s Prime Minister Takaichi resisted
currently stranded at sea. This move is o . ) ]
committing military assistance during a

seen by critics as a sign of panic, as the
administration simultaneously asks
Congress for $200 billion in additional
defense spending for a war Trump claims is

already won.
* NATO and Alliance Fractures: NATO has
withdrawn all its troops from an advisory

mission in Iraq, citing regional tensions.
The UK has granted limited use of its bases

for defensive operations in the Strait of

Hormuz, a move Iran warned would put

face-to-face meeting with Trump,
highlighting the limitations of the U.S.-
Japan alliance under Japan's pacifist
constitution.

National Security & Security Architecture

* Military =~ movements, including  the
deployment of the USS Tripoli with 2,200
marines and Apache helicopters, suggest
the U.S. is preparing for a "ground

British lives at risk. component" despite presidential denials.

e Expansion of the Lebanese Front: Israel * The IRGC claimed to have utilized a new
has expanded its air campaign to central system to hit an F-35 fighter jet, indicating
Beirut and signaled a ground component that Iranian defensive technology has
may be necessary. Displacement in advanced since the 2025 conflict.

Lebanon has reached one million people,

roughly one-fifth of the population, as Israel

targets infrastructure to create a buffer « Global

Economic Security & Trade

supply chains are in disarray;
shipping container rates from the UK to

Dubai have quadrupled to $6,000.
* Developing nations are highly exposed;

65% of Kenya's tea exports are stuck, while

India faces a collapse in egg prices due to
blocked export routes to the Middle East.

zone.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

e The International Energy Agency (IEA)
warned that restoring oil and gas flows
could take up to six months, describing the
current situation as the most severe energy
crisis in history.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative bodies in the West and the Middle
East are reacting to the war with varying
strategies, focusing on fiscal shielding and
military oversight. While the U.S. executive
branch seeks massive new funding, European
nations are enacting localized tax relief.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* U.S. Supplemental Defense
Appropriation: The White House is
seeking $200 billion to replenish munitions
and fund ongoing operations.
Congressional = Democrats and some
Republicans have labeled this
"unacceptable" for a war without a clear
plan.

* UK War Powers Bill: MP Jeremy Corbyn
presented a bill requiring parliamentary
approval for the deployment of forces or
the use of British facilities by foreign
militaries.

* Spanish Energy Relief Plan: Spain
announced a 5 billion euro plan including

80 measures to curb economic -effects,
specifically reducing fuel tax to 10%.

Iranian Strait Levy Law: The Iranian
parliament is debating a law to levy taxes
on passage through the Strait of Hormuz
for nations involved in attacks on Iran as a
form of "reparations."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* DNI Testimony: Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard testified that
U.S. and Israeli objectives differ, with Israel
focused on regime decapitation while the
U.S. focuses on military infrastructure.

* Nowruz/Eid Addresses: Supreme Leader
Mujtaba Khamenei and President Masud
Pezeshkian delivered coordinated messages
calling for a "regional security structure"
excluding outsiders, while simultaneously
issuing evacuation orders for cities in the
UAE.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Asymmetric Economic
Warfare

Iran has successfully pivoted from a
conventional military defense to a strategy of
"horizontal escalation." By targeting the
"beating heart" of the GCC's energy economy
—specifically LNG and refined product hubs—
Tehran is forcing the global community to
externalize the costs of the war. This strategy
is working; the U.S. decision to unsanction
Iranian oil to lower prices is an implicit
admission that the U.S. cannot insulate itself
or its allies from the fallout of its own
offensive. Iran’s tactic is to prove that while it
cannot win a dogfight against the U.S. Air
Force, it can win a war of attrition by choking
the global energy supply until the political
cost for President Trump  becomes
unsustainable.

The Collapse of the "Security Umbrella"
Narrative

For decades, GCC states operated under the
assumption that U.S. military bases
guaranteed their sovereignty. The current
conflict has shattered this trust. Countries like
Qatar and Kuwait are being targeted
specifically because they host U.S. bases, yet
they were reportedly not notified of the Israeli
strike that triggered the current wave of
retaliation. The "America First" rhetoric of the
Trump administration, combined with its

bullying of NATO and Asian allies, is driving a
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trend toward "strategic diversification." GCC
leaders are now looking toward new regional
orders and partnerships with China or Europe
to hedge against a U.S. ally that they now
perceive as both impulsive and incapable of
protecting their critical infrastructure.

Decapitation vs. The "Hydra" Effect

The U.S. and Israel are heavily invested in a
"decapitation" strategy, believing that killing
the "head" of the Iranian system will lead to
collapse. However, evidence suggests this has
rejuvenated the system, allowing a younger,
more revolutionary generation of leaders to
take power without the internal friction of a
traditional succession. These new leaders are
less conservative and more inclined toward
aggressive asymmetric responses. By
eliminating the older, pragmatic generation
(like Ali Larijani), Israel may have Killed its
own  off-ramps, leaving no  credible

interlocutors for a diplomatic settlement.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Energy Prices: Brent crude is likely to
breach the $150 mark as the 14-day supply
of "unsanctioned" Iranian oil is absorbed by
Asian markets without a permanent
resolution to the Strait of Hormuz
blockade.

* Escalation in UAE: Following Iranian

. . for Ras Al Khaimah, a
direct strike on UAE territory is highly
probable if U.S. assets continue to operate
from emirati soil.

* Food Insecurity: Fertilizer shortages will
begin to impact planting decisions in East
Africa and the U.S. Midwest, locking in
higher food prices for the 2027 harvest.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* U.S. Political Instability: If gas remains
near $4.00 per gallon heading into the
November midterms, the Trump
administration may face a significant
legislative rebuke, potentially forcing a
"unilateral declaration of victory" and
withdrawal regardless of Iranian regime
status.

* Lebanese Quagmire: Israel's "buffer
zone" strategy in Southern Iebanon is
likely to devolve into a protracted
insurgency, as Hezbollah shifts to guerrilla
tactics against advancing IDF ground
troops.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Energy Market Restructuring: The five-
year repair timeline for Qatar's gas
facilities will permanently shift European
and Asian dependencies toward Russian,
Norwegian, and Canadian energy sources,
potentially rewarding Russia for its relative
isolation from the Hormuz choke point.

* Alliance Realignment: NATO’s refusal to
participate in the conflict may lead to a
permanent downgrading of the alliance’s
role in U.S. strategic planning, replaced by
a "coalition of the willing" model involving
smaller, more dependent partners like
Bahrain.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Security Architecture: GCC states should
accelerate the creation of a regional
security framework that allows for direct
de-confliction with Iran, as the U.S. security
umbrella has proven ineffective against
drone and asymmetric infrastructure
attacks.

* Humanitarian Relief: International
donors must immediately fill the two-thirds
funding shortfall for Lebanese and Iranian
displacement, as the refugee crisis
threatens to destabilize Jordan and Turkey.

* Maritime Law: The world must draft a
new protocol for the Strait of Hormuz that
treats it as an international body of water
rather than a weaponizable Iranian asset,
likely requiring Chinese and Indian
mediation.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Diversification: Companies
reliant on Gulf petrochemicals or helium
must find alternative sources in Canada or
North Africa, as Qatari and emirati supplies
remain under "Force Majeure" for the
foreseeable future.

* Inflation Hedging: Investors should brace
for persistent stagflation in the Eurozone
and the U.S.; standard interest rate cuts
are unlikely as central banks prioritize
curbing energy-driven inflation over
growth.

* Security Risks: Firms operating in the
GCC must harden their digital and physical
infrastructure against drone strikes, which
have proven to be the most difficult threat
for current air defense systems like Patriot
batteries to fully neutralize.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data more about the GDELT Project at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

For questions or suggestions, please contact archive.org/details/tv
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