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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

MOROCCO: BALANCING DOMESTIC
COHESION AMID GLOBAL CRISES

Based on the Report: March 20, 2026 - Eid al-Fitr as a Catalyst for National Consolidation

DOMESTIC STABILITY
& SOCIAL COHESION

Eid Prayers Signal Administrative & Religious
Legitimacy; Succession Stability Confirmed.

ROYAL CLEMENCY &
DERADICALIZATION

Pardon for 2,458 Individuals;

19 Reformed Extremists
Reintegrated via ‘Moussalaha’
(Reconciliation) Program; Focus
on Ideological Rehabilitation.

SECURITY &
COUNTER-TERRORISM

Tangier Med Seizure: 3.9 Tons
of Hashish Intercepted; State
as ‘Gatekeeper’ Against
Transnational Crime;
Persistent Vigilance.

MILITARY SERVICE &
YOUTH INTEGRATION
Compulsory Service Promoted
for Discipline & Vocational
Training; Addressing Youth
Unemployment & Defense
Readiness.

NATIONAL
HERITAGE
DEFENSE
Significant Rainfall Boosts Promotion of Cultural
Agriculture, Easing Drought Identity & History (e.g.,
Pressure; Strategic Water Caftan, Battle of Bougafer)
Resource Management. to Counter Globalization.

|
INFRASTRUCTURE
RELIEF

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks)
Transport Cost Spike;

High Security Alert. wi

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months)

Reintegration Monitored by DGST;

Potential Targeted Subsidies; Military Service In-processing
;ﬁ Vocational Focus.

EXTERNAL CRISES
& GLOBAL RISKS

<L

MIDDLE EAST
ESCALATION

Iranian Missile Strikes

& US Naval Deployment;
Regional Securi?
Architecture Under Debate; _
Threat to Global Oil Flows. /°

ENERGY SECURITY &
ECONOMIC
VULNERABILITY

Brent Crude Surpasses $100/
Hormuz./Red Sea Disruptions;
Risk of Global Stagflation

& Inflationary Pressure on
Morocco's Non-Oil Economy.

GLOBALSUPPLY RN

CHAIN SHOCKS
Maritime Disruptions &

High Transport Costs Impact
Imports/Exports; Potential
Need for Subsidies to
Manage Food Prices.

RULE OF LAW &
FINANCIAL
TRANSPARENCY

Focus on ‘Financial Hygiene',
Anti-Money Laundering (Ghayl
al-Amwal), and Integrity of
Officials to Meet International
Standards.

International Policy: Private Sector/Investors:
Morocco's Deradicalization | Hedge Against Energy Price
as EU Template; Balanced Volatility (Logistics/
Diplomacy Needed for Transport); Opportuniti
Energy Security; in Vocational Traj
Enhanced Maritime Security | Agricultural Sector ‘Buy
Cooperation. Signal Due to Rainfall.

LONG TERM (1-5 Years)
Accelerated Drive for Energy
Sovereignty (Green Hydrogen, Domestic
Gas); Succession Preparations Reinforce
Monarchy's Central Role.
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MOROCCO STRENGTHENS
DOMESTIC SOCIAL COHESION AMID
ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST
CONFLICT AND GLOBAL ENERGY
RISKS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 20, 2026, serves as a pivotal day of
national consolidation for Morocco, as the
country celebrates Eid al-Fitr while navigating
a increasingly volatile international landscape.
King Mohammed VI's public leading of Eid
prayers in Rabat signaled administrative
continuity and religious legitimacy. This
domestic stability was further reinforced by a
massive exercise of royal clemency, benefiting
over 2,000 individuals, notably including 19
prisoners convicted of terrorism and
extremism who have formally renounced their
radical ideologies. This "deradicalization
through reintegration" strategy remains a
cornerstone of the Moroccan state’s approach
to internal security and social harmony.

However, this domestic tranquility stands in
sharp contrast to a deteriorating geopolitical
situation in the Middle East. Reports indicate
a significant military escalation involving
Iranian missile strikes against Israel and the

deployment of thousands of US Navy
personnel to the region. The conflict has
already triggered economic shocks, with
Brent crude surpassing $100 per barrel,
raising the specter of global stagflation.
Morocco, while insulated from the direct
kinetic conflict, remains highly exposed to
these energy price fluctuations and the
resulting inflationary pressures on supply
chains.

On the security front, Morocco’s apparatus
demonstrated its "gatekeeper" role for the
Mediterranean, executing a massive seizure of
3.9 tons of hashish at the Tangier Med port.
This operation highlights the persistent
challenge of transnational organized crime.
Simultaneously, the state is aggressively
promoting compulsory military service as a
vehicle for youth discipline and professional
integration, suggesting a long-term policy
shift aimed at addressing
unemployment and national defense readiness
in an era of regional instability.

youth

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Royal Clemency and Deradicalization:
The King issued pardons for 2,458 people,
with a specific focus on reforming 19
extremists who demonstrated a
commitment to national constants and the
rejection of terrorism. This reflects a
matured state capacity to manage internal
security  threats through ideological
rehabilitation.

* Middle East Escalation: Tensions reached
a critical threshold as Iran launched
missiles toward Jerusalem in retaliation for
Israeli strikes. US President Donald Trump
and FEuropean leaders are currently
debating the security architecture of the
region as the conflict threatens global oil
flows.
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* Energy Security Crisis: Global oil prices
have exceeded $100 per barrel due to the
maritime disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz and the Red Sea, prompting the
International Energy Agency (IEA) to
consider releasing strategic reserves.

» Tangier Med Security Success:

Moroccan authorities thwarted a major
rafficking attempt,
seizing nearly 4 tons of resin hidden in
refrigerated fish shipments destined for
Europe.

international

* Climate and Infrastructure: Significant
rainfall across Morocco (up to 33mm in Sidi
Bennour) has provided much-needed relief
for the agricultural sector, though high

winds forced the suspension of maritime
traffic in the Strait of Gibraltar.

* Military Service Expansion: The
government is intensifying its call for youth
enrollment in military service, framing it as
a patriotic duty that offers vocational
training and a pathway into the security

forces.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Succession & Stability: The King’s
appearance with Crown Prince Moulay El
Hassan and Prince Moulay Rachid during the
Eid ceremonies is a calculated display of
dynastic stability. In the Moroccan context,
these public rituals serve to reaffirm the
"Bay'ah" (allegiance) and the monarchy’s role
as the arbiter of religious and political life.

National Security & Counter-Terrorism:
The focus on the 19 pardoned extremists
underscores Morocco’s sophisticated
approach to terrorism. Rather than indefinite
incarceration, the state uses a "reconciliation"
model that requires public adherence to the

nation’s sacred values (the Monarchy, Islam,
and Territorial Integrity).

Economic Security & Energy: The volatility
in the Middle East is the primary external
threat to the Moroccan economy. With oil over
$100, the IMF is warning of slowed global
growth, which would directly impact
Morocco’s export markets and domestic fuel
subsidies.

Rule of Law & Financial Transparency:
State-sponsored programs are increasingly
focusing on "financial hygiene." Discussions
regarding money laundering (Ghayl al-Amwal)
and the integrity of public officials suggest an
ongoing regulatory tightening to meet
international transparency standards.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: The
state is leveraging cultural and religious
narratives to maintain order. This includes the
standardization of fatwas regarding prayer
etiquette and the promotion of the Moroccan
Caftan as a symbol of national heritage,
countering cultural globalization.

Food & Water Access: The recent rains are
strategically vital. Morocco’s agricultural
output is the backbone of its rural economy,

and the current precipitation levels are seen

as a "divine blessing" that eases the pressure
on the government to provide drought relief.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative and policy focus of the day was
dominated by Royal Dahirs (decrees)
regarding clemency and the administrative
implementation of mandatory military service.
There were also notable administrative
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actions regarding maritime safety and public
health protocols.

* Royal Pardon (Dahir): A major decree
was issued granting pardon to 2,458
individuals to mark Eid al-Fitr, including
reductions in life sentences and the
clearing of fines for hundreds of citizens.

* Military Service Registration: The

Ministry of Interior issued a reminder for
youth registration via the "Tajnid" website,
emphasizing the vocational benefits and the
mandatory nature of the service for those

selected.

* Maritime Suspension Order: Due to
hazardous conditions, authorities canceled
all sea voyages between Tarifa and Tangier
City, invoking emergency safety protocols
for the Strait of Gibraltar.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Reintegration of Extremists as State
Policy Morocco is continuing to refine its
unique "Moussalaha" (Reconciliation)
program. By pardoning 19 individuals
convicted of terrorism, the state is messaging
that the path to redemption is open to those
who submit to the spiritual and political
authority of the King. This prevents the
"perpetual martyr" narrative often found in
radical circles and creates a network of
reformed individuals who can serve as
counter-messengers in their communities.

Economic Vulnerability to Middle Eastern
Instability The report of Iranian attacks and
US naval maneuvers highlights Morocco's
precarious position as a mnon-oil-producing
emerging market. While Morocco has made
strides in renewable energy, its short-term
stability is still indexed to o0il pri

r ing $100. The state’s focus on social
solidarity during Eid acts as a psychological
buffer against the ‘'inflationary anxiety"
caused by these global trends.

The "National Heritage" Defense There is
a visible trend in Moroccan media to solidify
national identity through history and craft.
Long segments on the Battle of Bougafer
(anti-colonial resistance) and the evolution of
the Caftan serve a dual purpose: they honor
the past while defining a distinct "Moroccan
brand" that is resistant to ideological or
cultural encroachment from either the West or
other regional powers.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a spike in
transportation costs in Morocco as the
international oil price surge begins to hit local
pumps. The government may need to
announce targeted subsidies for professional
transporters to prevent a rise in food prices.
Domestic security will remain on high alert

following the Tangier Med seizure to prevent

retaliatory actions by drug cartels.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

integration of the pardoned extremists will be
closely monitored by the DGST (internal
intelligence). Successful reintegration will
bolster Morocco's reputation as a leader in

counter-extremism. Additionally, the military
will process the new cohort of conscripts,
which will likely include a significant push
toward digital and technical vocational
training to prepare them for the modern labor
market.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the Middle East
conflict persists or expands, Morocco will
likely accelerate its drive for energy
sovereignty, focusing heavily on green
hydrogen and domestic gas exploration. The
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emphasis on the King as a stabilizing force
during the 2026 Eid period reinforces the

groundwork for the eventual transition of
power to the Crown Prince, maintaining the
"Commandery of the Faithful" as the central
pillar of Moroccan statehood.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Morocco's success in  deradicalizing

terrorists offers a template for EU partners
struggling with radicalization in their own
prisons.

* The conflict in the Middle East necessitates
that Morocco maintain its balanced
diplomatic stance, securing its energy
needs while supporting regional stability
through the Arab League and the UN.

* The Tangier Med seizure reinforces the

need for continued EU-Morocco
cooperation in maritime security and
intelligence sharing.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors in the logistics and transport
sectors should hedge against energy price
volatility as oil stays above $100.

e Opportunities exist in the vocational
training sector as the state expands

military service and seeks private partners
for technical education.

* The agricultural sector is currently a "buy"
signal due to the favorable rainfall, which
will likely lead to higher-than-expected
yields in the coming harvest cycle.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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