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THE U.S.-ISRAELI WAR AGAINST
IRAN ENTERS A VOLATILE THIRD
WEEK CHARACTERIZED BY
INFRASTRUCTURE SABOTAGE,
STRAINED ALLIED COHESION, AND
A SHIFTING GLOBAL ENERGY
LANDSCAPE FAVORING RUSSIAN
RESILIENCE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

As of March 20, 2026, the military conflict
between the United States, Israel, and Iran
has reached a critical inflection point on its
21st day. The war has transitioned from initial
targeted strikes to a broader campaign of
energy infrastructure sabotage, exemplified
by the bombing of Kharg Island and the South
Pars gas field. While Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu claims the Islamic
Republic’s missile and nuclear capabilities
have been decimated, the continued blockade
of the Strait of Hormuz and retaliatory strikes
on the Haifa oil refinery suggest a protracted
war of attrition. The conflict is significantly
disrupting global energy markets,
inadvertently providing a financial windfall for
Russia, which is leveraging high oil prices to
fund its stalled offensive in Ukraine.

Geopolitical friction has intensified within the
Western alliance as President Donald Trump
publicly accused NATO allies of cowardice for
refusing to provide naval escorts in the
Persian Gulf. This rhetoric, coupled with the
Trump "America  First"
wartime footing, has led to a visible
decoupling of U.S. and European security
interests. In Washington, the administration is
simultaneously domestic
institutional warfare, facing a federal court
order to halt the shutdown of the Voice of
America (VOA), while high-ranking officials
suggest a forced "DNA change" for major
news networks like CNN to ensure more
favorable wartime coverage.

administration's

engaged in

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Escalation of Energy Infrastructure
Sabotage: Israel conducted a wunilateral
strike on the South Pars gas field, the
world's largest natural gas reserve, despite
claims by President Trump that he urged
restraint. Iran responded with a missile
attack on Haifa’s refinery, which produces

half of Israel’s domestic fuel.

* NATO-U.S. Relations Deteriorate: The

Trump administration has labeled
European allies "ungrateful" and "cowards"
following their refusal to join Kkinetic
operations in the Strait of Hormuz.
European leaders, led by Germany, insist on
a diplomatic solution and refuse to
recognize the conflict as an Article 5
defensive necessity.
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Russia’s Strategic Windfall: The conflict
has driven oil prices to levels that allow
Russia to n 1 million ily,
effectively neutralizing the impact of the
EU's 20th sanctions package and
distracting international focus from the
"existential war" on Europe’s border.

The Mediterranean "Shadow Fleet"
Crisis: A damaged Russian LNG tanker, the
Arctic Metagas, is currently drifting
unmanned near Iampedusa following a
suspected Ukrainian drone strike. The
vessel poses a catastrophic environmental
risk to the southern Mediterranean, with no
clear owner or insurer taking responsibility
for the salvage.

Domestic Institutional Conflicts in the
U.S.: A federal judge blocked President
Trump’s executive order to shut down Voice
of America, ordering the restoration of
operations within one week. Meanwhile,
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has openly
called for new leadership at CNN, targeting
the network for its "unserious" reporting on
the war.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Global Markets

The war has moved toward "Power Games
over Black Gold," with the U.S. considering

the seizure of Kharg Island to break Iran’s
blockade.

The Strait of Hormuz remains blocked to
Western shipping, creating high and

volatile energy prices that threaten global
economic stability.

The strike on the South Pars field threatens

natural gas supplies to both regional and
global buyers, including U.S. allies Qatar

and the UAE.

e Iran’s

Geopolitical Power Dynamics and Alliance
Cohesion

* NATO’s "Arctic Sentry" mission is being

used by European members to prove the
alliance’s value to a skeptical Trump
administration, focusing on deterring
Russian activity on the Kola Peninsula.

The Republic of Cyprus is experiencing
internal unrest over British bases being
used for U.S.-Israeli strikes, following a
retaliatory drone hit on an RAF base by
Iranian-backed proxies.

Friction between Netanyahu and Trump is
emerging over war aim divergence, with
Israel pushing for total regime change
while the U.S. focus remains on military
degradation.

National Security and Civil Order

* South Africa has deployed 2,200 soldiers to

combat organized crime, specifically
targeting gang violence and illegal "zama
zama" mining in five provinces.

e Israeli authorities have barred Jerusalem

worshippers from the Al-Agsa Mosque
during Eid for the first time in 60 years,
citing "security concerns" and sparking
clashes in East Jerusalem.

Technology and Digital Sovereignty

* Transnational "pig butchering" scams, run

by Chinese Triads in Southeast Asia, are
now utilizing Al and ChatGPT to deceive
victims globally, generating billions in
fraudulent revenue and fueling human
trafficking.

internet connectivity has been

throttled to single-digit percentages during

the war, creating a massive information
vacuum for its 90 million citizens.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and judicial activity this day
focused on the legality of executive orders
regarding international broadcasting and the
assessment of "imminent threats" used to
justify the war in Iran. The U.S. judiciary has
acted as a check on executive power, while
Congressional hearings revealed deep fissures
in the intelligence community's support for
the current military campaign.

BILLS & LEGAL
DISCUSSED:

ACTIONS

* VOA Restoration Order: Federal Judge
Royce Lamberth issued a ruling restoring
Voice of America operations, giving the US
Agency for Global Media one week to bring
back over 1,000 employees placed on
administrative leave.

* 1954 Convention on Foreign Forces:
German officials cited this convention to
justify the legal status of the Ramstein Air
Base being used in the Iran conflict, despite
Iranian protests that it violates UN
resolutions.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Worldwide Threats Hearing: Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard was
questioned by the Senate on whether Iran
posed an "imminent" nuclear threat. The
hearing highlighted the resignation of the
Chief Counter-Intelligence Director over
the lack of evidence for such a threat.

* Netanyahu Press Conference: The Israeli
leader insisted Israel acted alone in recent
strikes and claimed that "barbarians" in
Tehran no longer have the capability to
enrich uranium.

e EU Summit in Brussels: German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz accused Victor
Orban of disloyalty for vetoing a 19 billion
euro loan package for Ukraine, while the
summit also served as a venue for
European leaders to reject joining the war
in Iran.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Erosion of the Global Maritime Order

The conflict is accelerating a breakdown in
international maritime norms. The Russian
"Shadow Fleet"—vessels with no clear
ownership, flagging, or
become a strategic tool for bypassing
sanctions, yet these ships now represent a
massive liability as the Arctic Metagas drifts
as a "ticking ecological time bomb." Because
these vessels operate outside the rule of law,
there is no legal mechanism to compel salvage
or cleanup, leaving coastal states like Italy
and Spain to underwrite the costs of potential
disasters. This trend signifies a shift toward
maritime anarchy where non-state or shadow
actors dominate critical waterways.

insurance—has

The Weaponization of the Media and
Narrative Control

A distinct trend toward authoritarian control
over wartime narratives is emerging in the
U.S. The administration’s open hostility
toward "fake news" has evolved from
rhetorical attacks to institutional maneuvers,
such as the attempted dismantling of VOA and
public pressure for private media ownership
changes (CNN/Paramount). By framing
reporting on war costs as "criminal" or
"treasonous," the administration is attempting
to eliminate the "filter" of independent
journalism, favoring direct communication via
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social networks or partisan outlets. This has
led to a collapse in public trust, with polls

showing only 15% of Germans now see the
U.S. as a trusted ally.

The Globalization of Transnational Crime

Evidence suggests that "Industrialized Fraud"
centers in Myanmar and Cambodia have
become billion-dollar  enterprises that
successfully merge human trafficking with
high-tech financial crime. The use of Al to
automate "pig butchering" scams allows a
relatively small number of traffickers to target
thousands of victims simultaneously across
the globe. The involvement of high-ranking
Triad members like "Broken Tooth" indicates
that these operations are protected by
political instability (such as the Myanmar civil
war), making them nearly immune to
traditional international law enforcement.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect extreme
volatility in global energy prices as the U.S.
decides whether to target Kharg Island
irectly. Iran may escalate its "horizontal
conflict" by targeting more Western-linked
assets in the UAE and Dubai to pressure the
U.S. toward a ceasefire. Domestic unrest in
Israel could spike as Ram

intersect with the high costs of a multi-front
war.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Europe will
likely accelerate its pursuit of "Strategic
Autonomy," moving to replace U.S. military
enablers with European capabilities. The
abusive nature of the U.S.-EU relationship
under the current administration will likely
lead to deeper divisions in NATO, potentially
resulting in a "Europeanized" NATO that
operates semi-independently of Washington.
Russia will likely use its oil windfall to launch

a spring offensive in Ukraine, targeting the
Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia fronts while the
West is distracted by Iran.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The rock and
mineral cycle of the planet is being
permanently altered by the "Anthropocene
signature" of the current era, with
plasticlomerates and concrete forming a new
geological layer. Politically, if the Iran war
ends in a stalemate, the Middle East will likely
see a permanent shift in alliances, with Gulf
monarchies moving closer to China and
Russia to seek security guarantees that the
U.S. is no longer willing or able to provide
without high political costs.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: Allies must immediately prepare
for a U.S. withdrawal from FEuropean
security obligations, as the Trump
administration prioritizes Middle Eastern
"wars of choice."

* Energy: European and Asian nations
should secure alternate energy routes to
bypass the Strait of Hormuz, which will
likely remain a contested choke point
regardless of the war's outcome.

* Governance: A new international
framework is required to address the legal
vacuum of the Shadow Fleet, as traditional
maritime law is failing to mitigate the
environmental and security risks posed by
these vessels.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Firms dependent on Middle
Eastern oil or gas must diversify suppliers

to hedge against the total closure of the
Persian Gulf.

* Cybersecurity: Corporations must update
fraud detection systems to account for Al-

nhan ial ngineering scams
originating from organized crime
syndicates in Southeast Asia.

* Investment: The German automotive

supplier market is shiftin

technology; investors should look for firms
successfully pivoting from car parts to
military components to ensure long-term
stability.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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