
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
N1BOS

M A R C H  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

N1BOS

M A R C H  2 0 ,  2 0 2 6

THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

ESCALATES INTO A DIRECT ISRAEL-

IRAN WAR AS THE STRAIT OF

HORMUZ CLOSES, TRIGGERING A

GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS AND

REGIONAL REMILITARIZATION IN

THE BALKANS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  20,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point in global security as the "Operation Epic

Theory"  conflict  between  Israel  and  Iran

enters  a  devastating  new  phase.  Despite

explicit  warnings  from US President  Donald

Trump  to  avoid  targeting  energy

infrastructure,  Israel  has  launched  a  new

wave of attacks on Iranian industrial and gas

facilities.  In  retaliation,  Tehran has  asserted

control  over  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

establishing  a  restrictive  corridor  that  has

effectively choked off 20% of the world’s oil

supply for nearly three weeks. Global markets

are  reacting  with  extreme  volatility,  with

Brent  crude  surging  above  $119  per  barrel

and analysts warning of a breach of historical

records if the blockade persists.

Domestically in the Balkans,  the geopolitical

tremors  are  manifesting  as  a  shift  toward

hard  security  and  economic  protectionism.

Croatia has officially ended an 18-year hiatus

on mandatory military service, swearing in its

first generation of conscripts in a move that

signals  a  return  to  a  "frontline"  state

mentality.  Simultaneously,  the  Bosnian

logistics sector is on the verge of collapse due

to  unresolved  border  issues  and  EU  labor

regulations,  threatening  to  exacerbate  the

supply chain disruptions caused by the Middle

Eastern  war.  In  Serbia,  President  Vučić  is

navigating  a  precarious  path,  securing

temporary  US  sanctions  waivers for  the

national oil industry while facing international

condemnation for democratic backsliding.

The  day  is  further  characterized  by  a

profound cultural contrast. The Muslim world

celebrates  Eid  al-Fitr  (Ramazanski  Bajram)

under  the  shadow  of  war,  with  religious

leaders  in  Sarajevo  and  Cologne  calling  for

peace  while  Iranian  and  Palestinian

populations endure  bombardment.  The

emergence  of  Mojtaba  Khamenei  as  Iran’s

Supreme Leader, coupled with his persistent

absence  from  public  view,  creates  a

dangerous  power  vacuum.  Meanwhile,  the

death of cultural icon Chuck Norris at age 86

serves as a somber coda to a day dominated

by  the  themes  of  aging  leadership  and  the

erosion of the 20th-century security order.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Israel-Iran "Epic Theory" Escalation

Israel has expanded its targeting to include

key  gas  facilities in  Iran,  ignoring  US

requests  for  a  moratorium  on  energy

infrastructure strikes. 
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Tehran’s  new  Supreme  Leader,  Mojtaba

Khamenei,  issued  a  written  message

declaring that  security  must be denied to

all  "enemies of  Iran,"  signaling an end to

strategic patience. 

The  IRGC  spokesperson  was  confirmed

killed in  a  recent  strike,  further

decapitating  Iran's  military

communications apparatus. 

The  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains  practically

closed,  with  Iran  imposing  strict

inspections  and  restrictions  on  Western

vessels.

Balkan  Remilitarization  and  Security

Shifts

Croatia has activated fundamental military

training for  800  recruits  across  Požega,

Knin,  and  Slunj,  the  first  such  move  in

nearly two decades. 

The  training  program  includes  modern

warfare  techniques  such  as  drone

management and tactical maneuvers, with

conscripts receiving 1,100 euros monthly. 

In  Bosnia,  political  tensions  in  the

Republika  Srpska (RS)  assembly  highlight

deep  divisions  over  "historical  truth"  and

the use of hate speech by ruling coalition

members like Nenad Stevandić.

The Global Energy Stranglehold

Oil  prices  spiked  to  $119  before  settling

slightly,  though  they  remain  under

immense pressure as the Hormuz blockade

enters its third week. 

Goldman  Sachs  has  warned  that  prices

could  sustain  above  $100 per  barrel

indefinitely if military activity continues to

damage Qatari and Iranian gas capacities. 

Serbia  has  extended  its  export  ban on

petroleum  products  until  April  2  to

safeguard  domestic  supply  amidst  global

uncertainty.

Democracy  and  Governance  Under

Pressure

A  new  Freedom  House  report  indicates

significant  democratic  decline in  Serbia,

which  is  now  classified  alongside  other

Western  Balkan  nations  as  only  "partially

free." 

The  report  specifically  cites  democratic

regression under  President  Vučić  and the

SNS party. 

The  EU  Council  remains  deadlocked  as

Hungary and Slovakia blocked a 90-billion-

euro  loan to  Ukraine,  citing  their  own

energy  security  concerns  and  "oil

blockades."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI & Technology Policy The emergence of

"vibe  coding"  and  AI-agent-led  intelligence

gathering is  transforming war reporting and

visual  effects.  Analysts  are  utilizing  3D

Gaussian  splatting and  open-source

intelligence  (OSINT)  to  recreate  military

operations  like  "Epic  Theory"  in  real-time,

potentially  ending  the  era  of  operational

secrecy.  However,  this  same  technology

facilitates  the  creation  of  convincing

deepfakes, which politicians are already using

as  a  "liar's  dividend"  to  dismiss  authentic

incriminating evidence.

Energy  Security Energy  has  become  the

primary  weapon  of  the  current  conflict.

Serbia’s  NIS  successfully  obtained  an  OFAC

operational  license until  April  17,  2026,  to

prevent  a  total  shutdown  of  the  regional

energy  market.  Meanwhile,  Bosnia  is
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attempting  to  build  strategic  oil  reserves in

Blažuj to ensure the functioning of emergency

services during potential shortages.

Coalition  Cohesion  &  International

Relations The  NATO  alliance  is  facing  an

internal  crisis.  President  Trump has  labeled

the organization a  "paper  tiger" without  US

support,  criticizing  allies  for  their  lack  of

participation  in  containing  Iran  while  they

complain  about  rising  energy  costs.  This

rhetoric is causing a "chilling" atmosphere in

Brussels, where EU leaders feel increasingly

abandoned by Washington.

Labor  &  Industry The  Bosnian  logistics

sector  is  threatening  a  total  blockade of

borders  on  March  23.  Transporters  are

protesting  the  90-day  Schengen  stay  limit,

which  labels  drivers  as  security  risks after

three  months  of  work  in  the  EU,  and  are

demanding the return of fuel excise taxes to

offset rising costs.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  financial

reform and  emergency  energy  measures.  In

the  Federation  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina

(FBiH),  a set of  laws aimed at financial  and

payment reform was passed to align with the

SEPA  (Single  Euro  Payments  Area)  system,

though  its  efficacy  is  questioned  without

similar action in the RS or at the state level.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

FBiH Financial  Reform Set: Legislation

designed to modernize the payment system

for SEPA integration; criticized by some as

"pro-consumer"  but  lacking  interstate

coordination. 

Serbian  Oil  Export  Extension: A

government  decree  extending  the  ban  on

petroleum  exports through  early  April

2026. 

Hungarian Energy Veto: Prime Minister

Viktor  Orbán  utilized  legal  precedents

regarding  "oil  blockades"  to  halt  EU

financial aid to Ukraine.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

US Senate Intel Debate: A heated session

on  Iran where  Senators  questioned

whether  US  intelligence  failures  allowed

the Israeli strikes to proceed. 

Serbian  National  Security  Council:

President  Vučić  convened  an  emergency

session focused on energy reserves and the

global oil crisis. 

Reis-ul-Ulema  Khutbah: Husein

Kavazović  delivered  an  Eid  sermon in

Sarajevo, emphasizing that "no one has the

right  to  destroy  lives"  and  calling  for  a

return to the rule of law over populism.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  "Strategic  Patience" Iran's

decision  to  close  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  and

Israel's persistence in striking energy targets

suggest  that  the  decades-old  "shadow  war"

has  been  replaced  by  a  new  geopolitical

reality where  neither  side  fears  total

escalation.  The fragmentation of  the  Iranian

leadership following  the  death  of  Ali

Khamenei  may  be  driving  this  more

aggressive  stance,  as  Mojtaba  Khamenei

seeks to solidify his position through military

defiance rather than diplomacy.

Militarization of the Balkans The return of

conscription in Croatia is not an isolated event
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but  a  trend  across  Central  and  Eastern

Europe.  The training focuses on asymmetric

threats and drone warfare, reflecting lessons

from  Ukraine  and  the  Middle  East.  This

remilitarization  suggests  a  divergence

between civil  and  military life  is  narrowing,

with the state reclaiming a larger role in the

lives of "Generation Z."

The  Digital  Fog  of  War AI  is  creating  a

paradox  in  transparency.  While  tools  allow

journalists  to  gather  enormous  amounts  of

data in a weekend—a task that previously took

weeks—the  proliferation  of  AI-generated

content  means  that  visual  impressions are

made  on  the  public  before  facts  can  be

verified.  This  "post-truth"  environment  is

being  exploited  by  both  state  actors  and

domestic  politicians  to  muddy  forensic

evidence of military incidents.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  Bosnian

transport strike scheduled for March 23 will

likely cause localized fuel shortages and food

supply  delays.  In  the  Middle  East,  expect

further Israeli strikes on Iranian nuclear sites

if  Tehran  continues  to  restrict  maritime

traffic. Oil prices will likely test the historical

record if  no diplomatic  breakthrough occurs

regarding the Strait of Hormuz by early April.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): If  Mojtaba

Khamenei  remains  absent  from public  view,

rumors of instability or a coup could trigger

domestic  unrest  in Iran.  In the Balkans,  the

success  of  Croatia's  conscription  program

may  lead  neighboring  Serbia  or  Bosnia  to

consider  similar  measures to  maintain

regional  power  parity.  The  NIS  license

expiration in April will be a major flashpoint

for Serbian-US relations.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The shift toward AI-

integrated  journalism and virtual  production

will  permanently  democratize  visual  effects,

leading  to  a  crisis  in  the  traditional  VFX

industry  while  giving  rise  to  "citizen

intelligence"  agencies.  The  current  energy

crisis will accelerate regionalization of energy

grids in  the  Balkans,  as  states  realize  that

reliance on global markets is a liability in an

era of "Epic Theory" warfare.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The EU must resolve its internal deadlocks

with Hungary and Slovakia or risk a total

collapse of its Ukraine strategy as energy

prices drain political capital. 

Diplomatic  efforts  should  prioritize  a

maritime security de-escalation in the Gulf,

as  the  land-based  conflict  in  Iran  is  now

secondary to the global economic impact of

the Hormuz blockade. 

US  policy  toward  Serbia  should  leverage

the  NIS  operating  licenses to  demand

improvements  in  democratic  standards

following the Freedom House report.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: The  March  23

logistics  protest in  Bosnia  is  a  high-

probability  event;  firms  should  reroute

essential cargo immediately. 

Energy Hedging: With  oil  nearing $120,

industrial  consumers  should  hedge  for  a

sustained high-price environment lasting at

least through Q3 2026. 
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AI Investment: The shift toward "agentic

AI"  in  real-time visualization represents  a

significant  opportunity  for  developers  in

the defense and media sectors.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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