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GLOBAL INSTABILITY DEEPENS AS

THE UNITED STATES TRANSITIONS

TOWARD A GROUND CAMPAIGN IN

IRAN WHILE THE RUSSIAN

FEDERATION PREPARES FOR

SYSTEMIC LONG-TERM CONFLICT

WITH NATO.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 20, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation in

global  geopolitical  tensions,  centered on the

broadening  conflict  between  the  U.S.-Israeli

coalition  and  the  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran.

Under the operational  name Epic Fury,  the

United  States  has  shifted  its  strategy  from

aerial  bombardment  toward  a  potential

ground invasion. Significant naval and marine

assets  are  being repositioned from Japan to

the  Persian  Gulf,  signaling  a  willingness  to

seize Iranian territory and unblock the Strait

of  Hormuz.  This  escalation  has  triggered  a

worldwide  energy  crisis,  with  oil  prices

reaching  extreme  volatility  as  Iran  counters

with  successful  missile  strikes  on  Israeli

refineries and U.S. regional bases.

In  Europe  and  Russia,  the  narrative  has

shifted  toward  long-term  militarization.

European  NATO  members  are  reportedly

reviving  Cold  War-era  fuel  pipelines in

anticipation of  a  direct  kinetic  confrontation

with  Russia,  projected  for  the  2027-2029

timeframe.  Domestically,  Russia  is

maintaining economic stability through a 15%

key  rate adjustment  by  the  Central  Bank,

while  simultaneously  grappling  with  a

sophisticated  "social  engineering"  campaign

orchestrated  by  Ukrainian  actors.  This

campaign  targets  vulnerable  Russian

demographics—primarily  teenagers  and  the

elderly—to  commit  acts  of  sabotage  and

murder via  psychological  manipulation  over

digital channels.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of Operation Epic Fury: 

The  U.S.  Pentagon  has  requested  an

additional  $200  billion for  the  Iranian

campaign as costs spiral. 

Iran  has  reportedly  achieved  a  major

propaganda victory by damaging an F-35

stealth  fighter  using  conventional

surface-to-air missiles.

U.S.  Marine  Expeditionary  Units  are

being  mobilized  to  potentially  seize

Iranian  islands to  secure  maritime

passage through the Strait of Hormuz.

European Militarization and the "2027

Window": 

NATO is rehabilitating the strategic fuel

network designed  to  withstand  a  total

war with the Soviet Union, citing the risk

of conflict with Russia by 2027.

German political figures are calling for a

resumption of Russian energy imports to

prevent  the  collapse  of  the  German

industrial base.
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Hybrid  Warfare  and  Social  Order  in

Russia: 

Law  enforcement  has  documented  a

surge  in  "digital  grooming"  where

Ukrainian  operators  use  psychological

pressure to  force  Russian  teenagers  to

bomb banks and commit homicides.

The  Russian  government  is  expanding

biometric  tracking for  migrants  in  the

Moscow region to enhance security and

prevent infiltration.

Japanese Strategic Realignment: 

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi’s visit to

Washington  was  marked  by  a

controversial  remark  from  President

Trump  regarding  Pearl  Harbor,

underscoring friction within the alliance.

Japan  is  navigating  constitutional

hurdles  to  provide  naval  assistance in

the  Gulf,  driven  by  a  95% reliance  on

Middle Eastern oil.

Technological  Advances  in  the  SVO

Zone: 

Russian  paratroopers  are  utilizing  a

"conveyor  belt"  of  Molniya drones with

an  operational  range  of  up  to  50

kilometers  to  dismantle  Ukrainian

fortifications.

The  military  is  widely  deploying  anti-

thermal  blankets to  shield  personnel

from  FPV  drone  detection  during

assaults.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The global energy market

is under extreme stress due to the blockade of

Hormuz.  Russia  is  benefiting  from  high  oil

prices but faces internal inflationary pressure.

European states are seeing a 30% increase in

gas prices, leading to deindustrialization fears

in Germany and Italy.

Technology Policy & Digital  Sovereignty:

Russia  is  aggressively  implementing  AI  and

3D  printing  in  medical  rehabilitation for

veterans.  Simultaneously,  the  state  is

tightening digital controls via the Amina app

for  migrant  biometrics,  while  facing  "digital

terrorism" targeting the youth demographic.

Economic  Security: The  Russian  Central

Bank  continues  its  "battle  with  inflation,"

lowering the rate from 15.5% to 15.0% in a

cautious  bid  to  support  economic  growth

despite high military spending and sanctions.

Security  Architecture: The  shift  in  U.S.

forces from the Indo-Pacific to the Middle East

has  left  Japan  exposed,  prompting  Tokyo  to

consider  unprecedented  revisions  to  its

pacifist constitution to protect its own energy

lifelines.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  emergency

military  funding  and  social  support  for  the

ongoing  conflict.  Policy  discussions

emphasized  the  transition  from  volunteer-

based efforts to state-integrated programs for

veterans.  Domestic  policy  focused  on  the

expansion  of  digital  governance  through

"Smart  City"  and  "E-Government"  tools  to

mitigate hybrid threats.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

U.S. Pentagon Funding Request: A $200

billion emergency  supplemental  for  the

Iran operation, which is meeting resistance

in  some  congressional  factions  but

supported by Trump.

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

◦ 

◦ 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_102500_Chrezvichainoe_proisshestvie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_102500_Chrezvichainoe_proisshestvie
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_070000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_100000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_070000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_100000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_130000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_130000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_100000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_100000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_110000_Mesto_vstrechi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_130000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_070000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_160000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_110000_Mesto_vstrechi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_100000_Segodnya
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_100000_Segodnya


Russian  Veteran  Rehabilitation

Program: A federal project to expand high-

tech  prosthesis centers  and  real-time

medical  evacuation  routes  from  the  front

lines.

Japanese  Constitutional  Moratorium:

Debate  over  Article  9 as  Japan  faces

pressure to join the naval coalition in the

Persian Gulf.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

CBR Press Conference: Elvira Nabiullina

addressed inflationary expectations and the

impact  of  Middle  Eastern  oil  volatility  on

the Ruble.

Takaichi-Trump  Summit: A  joint  press

event characterized by undiplomatic humor

from  the  U.S.  President  and  a  cautious

commitment  from  Tokyo  to  unblock

Hormuz.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Briefing: The

summoning  of  the  Israeli  Ambassador

regarding the  targeted  strike  on  Russian-

affiliated journalists in Lebanon.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  End  of  Stealth  Invincibility: The

reported  downing  of  an  F-35 by  Iran

represents a significant shift in the perceived

technological  gap  between  the  West  and

regional powers. This development emboldens

Iranian-aligned  forces  and  forces  a

reassessment of U.S. air superiority in dense

SAM (Surface-to-Air Missile) environments.

Hybridization  of  Personal  Crime: A

disturbing  trend  has  emerged  where

Ukrainian  psychological  operations are  no

longer  just  seeking  financial  fraud  but  are

actively weaponizing Russian citizens against

each other.  By using "social  engineering"  to

induce  "digital  trances"  in  teenagers,  these

actors  are  creating  a  new  form  of  internal

sabotage that circumvents traditional border

security.

The  Global  South's  "Navruz"  Resilience:

While  Western  media  focuses  on  the  "Epic

Fury"  strikes,  local  reporting highlights  that

the Iranian population remains consolidated,

celebrating the Navruz new year with minimal

signs of internal collapse. This suggests that

the  U.S.  strategy  of  "bombing  to  provoke

revolution"  may  be  fundamentally

miscalculating Iranian nationalism.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  an

intensification of naval skirmishes in the Strait

of  Hormuz.  The deployment of  U.S.  Marines

suggests an imminent amphibious landing to

seize  Iranian  coastal  assets.  In  Russia,  the

Central  Bank  will  likely  maintain  a  stable

Ruble despite the 85 USD/RUB exchange rate

due to high oil revenues.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Global energy

supply  chains  will  reorganize  permanently

around  non-Gulf  routes.  Viktor  Orban's

political  survival  in  Hungary  (election  April

12) will be a bellwether for European unity on

Ukraine  and  energy  sanctions.  Russia  will

likely expand its biometric security net to all

major  urban  centers  to  counter  hybrid

threats.

Long  Term (1-5  Years): The  focus  on  the

2027 window suggests that both NATO and

Russia  are  currently  in  a  period  of

rearmament.  The  outcome  of  the  Iranian

conflict will determine if the U.S. remains the

guarantor of global maritime security or if a

multipolar  maritime  architecture
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(involving  China  and  Russia)  takes  over  the

Indian Ocean.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The shift of U.S. forces from the Pacific to

the Gulf creates a security vacuum in East

Asia; regional partners should prepare for a

less reliable U.S. security umbrella.

The  revitalization  of  NATO  fuel

infrastructure indicates that the alliance is

no longer planning for "deterrence" but for

"protracted high-intensity warfare."

Strategic dialogue with Iran must account

for their resilience against air power, as 20

days  of  bombardment  failed  to  stop  their

ballistic response.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Volatility: Diversify  away  from

Brent-indexed futures  as  the Hormuz risk

premium is now structural, not temporary.

Cybersecurity  Risk: Multi-factor

authentication is no longer sufficient; firms

must  train  employees  against  deep-level

social  engineering that  uses  "government

authority" as a leverage point.

Logistics: Insurance premiums for transit

in  the  Indian  Ocean  will  remain

prohibitively  high until  the  status  of  the

Iranian islands is resolved.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_110000_Mesto_vstrechi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_110000_Mesto_vstrechi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_110000_Mesto_vstrechi
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_212000_Svoya_pravda_s_Romanom_Babayanom
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_212000_Svoya_pravda_s_Romanom_Babayanom
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_212000_Svoya_pravda_s_Romanom_Babayanom
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_212000_Svoya_pravda_s_Romanom_Babayanom
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_212000_Svoya_pravda_s_Romanom_Babayanom
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=NTV_20260320_110000_Mesto_vstrechi
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

